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FIFTY YEARS OF NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA 

A. Jf, NARA1N 

In 1961, we can look buck lo fifty yours of the Numis¬ 
matic Society of India, 1910—1960, with satisfaction for what 
heis been achieved nnd wiLh promise which Us achievements 
hold for ns in the future. Although the first notice on the 
subject of numismatic research occurs in India in lltu year 
1790 when the discovery of Roman coins and medals was 
referred to in the 2nd volume of Atiaiic Riteurthn and the 
whole of the 19th century not only witnessed the solid founda¬ 
tion of numismatic studies in the country but much progress 
was registered, it was only in the beginning of the present 
century that there sprang up a class of numismatists, who 
were not only very keen collectors of _ coins and ardent 
students but were also keen on the co-ordination of the results 
of these researches and on systematising the studies by 
affording a common platform for bringing together collectors 
and students of Indian numismatics. With this end In view 
the sis founders of this Society, vir. Mr. (later Sir) 
Richard Rum, I. C, S,, H. R Nevill, 1. C. S., R. B. White- 
head, 1, C. S , H. N. Wright, 1, C. S,. 1‘rnmji Thnuawnhi, and 
Rev. Dr. F* Taylor, IX D. met together for the first lime nt 
Allahabad on 28th December 1910 and bronghL into being a 
Society called 'The Numismatic Society of India' and invited 
Sir John Stanley, the Chief Justice of Allahabad, to be the 
first president of the Society. Mr, R, B. Whitehead was 
elected the first honorary secretary and the treasurer of the 
Society. They, along with R. Burn, Cl. P. Taylor and 
If N. Wright, formed the first Management Committee. The 
annual fee for membership was fixed at Rs, 5 and on 
the Sth January 1911 an appeal was issued by the honorary 
secretary, wherein he stated : 

l! Coin-coIli:cting in India up to the present has proceeded 
in a haphazard manner. A great deal has been done and is 
being done by Government and by private collectoi^ hut all 
have been iiulcpendent q£ each other, and there lifts been no 
means of co-ordinating the results* This has imdcmbtuilly 
been nltensled with wasted efforts ami loss, i n hike only one 
instance, that of the casual collector, who is interested in 
numismatics and aquires whatever coins happen lo come in 
his way p he may not know exactly wlmt (h^y ate P but sL is 
quite possible that some of them arc unique and rare specimens* 
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As a rule these will eventually be lost, and no record of them 
wilt ever be made../' 

‘The Society is intended to be t be co-ordinating body 
which will promote the knowledge and regulate the study of 
Indian Numismatics. Those interested in coins will know 
where they can obtain reference to books, readings of coins 
they may have picked up and general information on the 
subject. It is hoped that they will become members. 
Numismatists elsewhere also may be glad to keep in touch 
with modern developments in Indian Numismatics by joining 
the Society. 

“There is no intention at present to publish any special 
periodical. Papers from members of the Society will he 
inserted in the Numismatic supplement of the Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal arid copies will be distributed to 
nil members of the Numismatic Society of India. 

“The objects of the Society will be attained if members 
will do what they can to promote and spread a lively interest 
in the old coins of India, it is hoped that they will themselves 
become regular collectors. At the hast each member can 
do much in elucidating the Numismatic history of bis locality, 
gathering information and looking out for cuius, which it 
unable to acquire himself, he can enable the Indian Museums 
to secure. The Commit tut will be ghul to receive contributions 
on numismatic subjects. 1 ' 

This appeal resulted in the rallying of as many as 46 
members round the standard of (he Society in the very first 
year of Its inception. There were 13 Indian members. 

Rev. G. P, Taylor became the second, president of the 
Society. In his presidential address on (he 24ih December 
1912, be noted the membership of the Society at 67 and which 
was according to him largely due to the efforts of Mr. R. if. 
\i tiiluheitd, I (i 1913, Taylor Was again the presided! mid 
he emphasised the need of a Corpus NitmismuLum for the 
Mughal period, n Primer of Indian Numismatics and a book 
on Indian Coins on the pattern of Hill’s Uittori^l Gruk 
Voiilt and finally an Allas of the Mughal Mint Towns of India 
la the 1914 Annual Meeting of the Society, the president of the 
year, Nelson \\ right, recorded a Steady advance in the mem¬ 
bership of the Society which reached, to 82 and lie declared 
with satisfaction that ‘we have now members from England, 
America, Russia, Austria and Holland as well as from Burma, 
Singapore and Ceylon" The first memoir of this Society, 
On tU Coim of Tip* SutUm, by G, P. Taylor was published. 
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The president of the ye nr, Mr. Nelson Wright, offered to the 
Society its first medal which is now known os the Nelson 
Wright Med ill. 

Since the most active members of the Society were 
drawn from amongst the Government officers, it appears that 
the first World War affected the Society loo and all the 
presidential speeches made from !9H lo 191S refer to it, but 
even during that period the membership uf the Society 
increased and the activities of the Society did not cease. The 
annual meeting o! the Society for 1915 held at Lucknow on 
the 28th January, 1910 adopted the draft Rules submitted 
by Mr. R. R Whitehead as the 'Rules of the Society', Richard 
13um noted in his address, “The number of members continues 
to increase. Only one member has resigned while sis new' 
ones have been elected during the year and the total 
membership at the end of 1916 was 92". Mr, Campbell said 
in the presidential address of 1917, “The great war lasts; 
it is inevitable that less attention should be given to tbe 
non-essential sciences. Some of our members are actual 
combatants, and many of our members, meet active numis¬ 
matists, are wholly or partly engaged in war work. Nevertheless 
the Numismatic Society of India carries on," The war 
was over and us if to start a new life, the first resolution 
passed at cLs^r original coin conference held at Allahabad on the 
Z3th December, 1910, was reprinted along with the Prospectus 
of the Society and the rules of it in the proceedings of the 
Numismatic SociyLy uf India Tor the year 1919. Mr, Richard 
Burn noted in his presidential address tho Lota! membership 
of the Society as 94. 

In 1921, R. I>. Whitehead retired as secretary of the 
Society after a decade of most useful service to the cause 
of numismatic studies. In fact with the retirement of 
Whitehead We can mark the dose of thu first phase in the 
history of the Society—a phase which witnessed tbe founda¬ 
tion and firm establishment of the Society. Although Lb era 
were six founder members of the Society, I think, for more 
than one reason, K. li, Whitehead along with Nelson Wright 
uiul Richard Burn may be regarded as the three real founders 
of the Numismatic Society of India. It is interesting to note 
that in this phase of the history of the Society, majority of the 
members were still non-Indians and most of them were, either 
government officers-civil as well ns military-or men in high 
position or of affluent means who took to coin-collecting as 
hobby although a considerable number turned in course of 
time devoted students of numismatics. 
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Mr. Dougins succeeded Wb if abend ns the secretary but he 
died Iq 1926. The second decade in the history of the Society 
was marked by gradual thinning away o£ Lhe non-Indian 
members from the ranks of the Society. 

Already in I926 t we note from the presidential address of 
Mr. 11. R. Ncvill that the absence of the influence of those 
giants who formed the Society in the beginning was felL He 
noted* •'who, we may ask, have taken the place then held by 
Mr, Nelson Wrtgbt, Dr. Taylor, Mr- Whitehead and Sir 
Richard Burn*.,*, while our number shows no decline it is 
difficult to refrain from the feeling that die members who arc 
doing active work, either in collection or in Numismatic 
research, arc too few. 1 am well aware that under present 
condition coin*ccdIectmg is more arduous and more 
disappointing matter than former days/ 1 On 31 si December 
1926, there were 121 members in the society and about 23 
were now Indian^ The firsL Indian president of the 
Society was Prof* S, 11 Iludivala in 1922. In 1917, Hodiwala 
became tbe first Indian secretary of the Society, From 1927 
onward we note that most of tbe members who nttended the 
annual meeting of Numismatic Society of India were Indians. 
Most of the British officers and other Non-Indian members 
of the Society had either retired or returned home and they 
were not replaced by their countiymen as active members of 
tbe Society. Mr. Ncvill noted this in bis presidential address 
of I92S* In hi* earlier address, while discussing the retire¬ 
ment from the field of more conspicuous collectors and 
apparent reasons for the dearth of new recruits of the same 
class, be bad noted the depletion of the markets alter the war 
for the coiii-coIkctuLS and the consequent wanting of ihe 
enthusiasm and interest of coin-collection. But in 192S, be 
thought the condition had improved continuously and it was 
again possible to glean much from the iSfami/tp though the 
harvest could not be so plentiful as it was in the palmy days 
of around tbe turn of the present century* However, he 
thought it was still possible lo form the nucleus of the collec¬ 
tion m a relatively short period and he hoped again to see in 
nil provinces u number of enthusiasts whose very iGeal must 
tend lo increase the supply. But he lightly noted, M Tho real 
question is whether the Indian students, on whom we must 
depend in an ever inert using degree, is forthcoming in sufficient 
number, I regard the matter with same concern for it is of 
much importance. The study of Numismatics and the forma¬ 
tion of private collection, fascinating pursuits though they be, 
arc not ends in them selves* Numismatics is connected 
closely with history and tbe field of Indian history contains a 
v.ist extent of ground that has Iiithctlo lain fallow* India 
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must not sit idle under the reproach that it has done little or 
nothing' to unravel the past and therefrom to learn lessons for 
the future." But in 1929, Mr. M. F.G. Martin said sn his presb 
deutial address, “Our Society is m a very satisfactory condi¬ 
tion." He noted an all round progress. Iiut he supported 
the remarks of his predecessor by saying that 'there is 
apparently a diplontble tendency among most of otir members 
to leave the task of research and writing to those who have 
alicady made their mimes. We have lost most of the 
stalwarts who founded our society and made it such ji 
success, and w'u loose more in cost few years. Unless others of 
younger generation step forward to take their place I fear 
that Society may become more and more moribund as the 
years progress. 

Iu J930, the Society was registered under Act XXI of 
i960 of the U. P, Government and suitable changes were 
made in the rules. 

In 193!, Rql Bahadur K. N, JWItsbit became the president 
of the Society. Hu was the second Indian alter Hodivaja to 
occupy the chair, but after him, with only two exceptions, 
we have had always Indian presidents and the number and 
the interest of non-Indian members started gradually decrea¬ 
sing which was quite natural. Diksbit was also the first 
Indian Director General of Archaeology and with kb asso¬ 
ciation with the Numismatic Society of India we turned A new 
page in our history. Mr. Difeshit noted in his presidential 
address that although the passing year Would long be remem¬ 
bered as an exceptionally bad year in which financial 
Stringency was a dominant factor and all cultural mid scien¬ 
tific activity that depend for their existence upon the active 
and liberal support of the Government were completely at a 
standstill mid at best in a stale of Sufi udel animation, our 
Society bus happily not been suiously affected by the general 
depression. While realising the significance of the association 
of the officers ul the Archaeological department and curators 
of the museums with the Numismatic Society of India, he aba 
f«lt ihn! with ilic steady diminution in tbo number of active 
workers, it is apparent tbit the future of research ini Ibis, 
ns in other fields of activity, lie; in its attracting ihe suitable 
type of steady and energetic University students and it is to 
the task of training the new generation that lhe older 
professors and museum curators musi apply liiemsclv^. l m 
Stimulus offered by lb-- S- dety in ibo shape oi medals and 
piizes for different subjects bus proved to be oflit tie avail 
in the utrsenee of any regular attempts to tram students on 
proper lines at different centres. What is wanting is proper 
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co-ordination between the authorities of the various Univer¬ 
sities that provide numismatics us one of their subjects for 
post-graduate work and the custodians of our public cabinets. 
. Society cun act as a liaison body between these 

institutions, it will not only be furthering research but ensuring 
the foundations of the cause it represents. In the natural 
course of things, fresh numismatic discoveries of outstanding 
merits, both among the officially reported ’treasure trove' 
finds rind in the shroff bazar, tend to diminish and. all the 
material for first Land study concentrates itself in the pro¬ 
vincial and state cabinet beyond (lie reach of the individual 
student and it is up to the persons in charge of these 
cabinets to stimulate the intensive study of Numismatics by 
private researchers in all possible ways. 

In 1932, A. Master became president of the Society. The 
general economic depression which bit evoiy individual and 
institution, was recorded even by the Numismatic Society of 
Judin, But even in the midst of depression, blaster struck a 
bold note by reflecting ’why it is that interest of the public 
is so keenly aroused and maintained in the currency problem, 
while the science of numismatics leaves it except for a few 
enthusiasts such as those present here today absolutely cold 1 ' 
and suggesting that 'it is essential for the progress of any 
science that ily results skull at sonic time or other win genera] 
interest .* 

It was not before 1934 that the presidential addresses 
of tile Society became puily academic dissertations and partly 
survey of discoveries and new contributions. Dr. Farm ala 1 
remarked, ‘I do not believe there are many persons now who 
think, as some lJlJ to do a few years ago, that coin-collecting 
is a mere hobby qn the level say of collecting stamps. or 
cigarette tabii- As Is well known We are very much handi¬ 
capped in our studies of our ancient history by the poverty 

of contemporary historical documents. 4 , and he noted 

rightly that the solid contribution made by the study of coins 
to the cause of ancient history is Sufficient justification to 
invite the general public to come in increasing numbers to 
share the labour of love. He particularly drew the attention 
of the University students to join the Society, 

K, P. Juyaswul was the president of the Society for 1935. 
He was the first president of the Society who devoted his 
entire address to a specific academic problem. He discussed 
the evidence on the antiquity of the signed coinage in India 
and tlio royal coinage of the Mnurynn dynasty. Whether 
one agreed with him or not, jaynswul, bold and vigorous as 



1961J FIFTY YEARS OF NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA 7 

be was uSways in ins hypotheses, provoke*! new attractions 
in the subject. Jnyn&wul repeated his performance in 1936 
again os Ihc president of the Society at Udaipur. He devoted 
bis address to the problem of the Yuiidheya coinage and. 
discussed numismatic discoveries in the U.P. and Bihar. 

In 1937, Dr. Ilsranand Sustri, at the Trivandrum session, 
holed, “The science of Numismatics, I am glad to see, is 
becoming more popular than it was before......we have now 

some 139 members on our list. Out of these the majority 
are Indians and men of eminence. I remember the days 
when I was in Lucknow and Mr. Burn was practically the 
sou! of the Society and the Conference was held in bis 
office t ft is expanding and we now also meet under royal 
patronages", Sustri’s address wets also an academic treat 
in line with the practice started by Pnnitalal need Jaynswal. 
Apart from reporting on new discoveries of coins, Sastri was 
first to draw the attention of the members to the study of 
seals and scalings. He discussed some significant seals of 
considerable impai lance. He also raised the question of 
the advisability of holding the meetings of the Society along 
with the All India Oriental Conference or independently 
as done before. 

K, N. Dikshit in 2 933 presidential address suggested 
that the Society should create and recognise regular local 
centres in such places as Calcutta, Bumbay, Madras, 
Lucknow 1 and Lahore. And It was in l*JJi annual meeting 
that it was resolved that henceforth the Journal of the Society 
be published independently ns Lhe Journal of the Numismatic 
Society of India. 

Diksbit was elected president.for the third time in 1939 
and the Society met under the shadow of a world war, 
But the Society weathered the Second world war even better 
than the fust world war because by now the membership of 
the Society had crossed the narrow bfrtindnry of government 
officers and army people who Could not u a tin ally give prece¬ 
dence to academic pursuits and even their personal hobby 
over their responsibilities mid duties. 

Rni Bahadur Trayag Duyui presided over the Lucknow 
session of the Society in 1941, Pinyng Dnyul continued to 
be the president of the Society (or Lbice mure consecutive 
years. He noted with great satisfaction the steady progress 
of the Society and that younger people wore coming 
in huger numbers to the Society, He lightly noted in 
his presidential address of 1943 that “The Numismatic 
Society, ns I look back on its steady progress and achieve- 
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rn£fit£> during the Inst one*third of n century since its 
foundation in J 910, has now established its reputation and 
Secured an honourable place for itself amongst the learned 
societies of the country- striving to promote research in the 
different branches of human knowledge. Its record of service 
as embodied in the learned contributions of such distin* 
gmslrcd scholars ns Nelson Wright, Whitehead, Vincent Smith 
Jayiiswal, Dwrga Prnsnd, munularliai and Hodiwajn is most 
credit a hie of wl ich any Society can feel proud..,” Ju 1945 , 
K. N, Uiksbit was elected again after a lapse of five years for 
the fourth time ns president of the Society, when V.V. Mirashi, 
who was elected as the picsident for the year 1945 
resigned due to his cl her preoccupations, in the mid-session. 
K. N. pikshii %vns elected for the fifth lime again for 1946 
but unfortunately he died on 12«h August 1946 and Dr. A. S. 
Aftekar was elected in his place. Noting the progress of the 
ociety | he said in fits titiiltLSs that ,l our membership is 
gradually on the inerrarc..,ii is in fact math huger than the 
membership of the History Congress”, 

It was Dr. Altekar who drew the attention of the various 
State governments and the Central Government of India for 
grants-in-aid lo the Society in order that the Society could 
contribute to science more net fully and undertake publications 
of greater value. He said, the Government of India do not 
seem to have yet ivaliscd that Numismatics h a part of Aiciiaeo 
logy. Thty are rightly taking all proper steps to publish old 
and historical inscriptions through two official journals of 
their own, Epiyraphw Indira and JSpiyraphi* Indv-Mesiimicn. 
I’or this purpose they have maintained an efficient tp'giaphical 
department costing them abaut Rs. 36,000 in the salaries of 
editors and assistant editors mid about an equal sum for the 
pirating of the two journals. Win It* the Guvciunient of India 
thus spends more than K*. 70,000 for publishing utwepigiuphic 
material, it is strange, nay almost unbelievable, that it should 
not have organised n similar journal for publishing mw 
numismatic material so valuable for the recovery and recons¬ 
truction of history," Dr, Altekar presided again j,i 194 ;’ 
Ways and means to improve ific finances of the Society mid 
plans for major publications were discussed and the discovery 
of the famous Bnyaim Hoard was announced. He also drew 
the attention if 011 the eve of freedom the Government would 
bestow thought on coin device and types suitable to the 
Indian heritage und had it inn. 

In 1948, Dr. J, M. Unwala became the president of tbe 
Society. His association with the Society was a link with the 
Parsi community and n source of financial help to the Society 
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on occasions. He dealt with the problem of monograms on 
the Irnlo-Grttk coins ootl the problem of Indian Seals. The 
Constitution of the Society was revised. The Government 
was urged to appoint propc-i ly trained numismatists in the 
Archaeological department. It was also urged that the Govern¬ 
ment should take early steps to make the counterfeiting of old 
coins an offence punishable by Jaw courts* 

In 1949, Dr. J. N. Daucrjcn suggested the desirability of 
undertaking a comprehensive work on the South Indian Coins. 
I n 1950, Dr. V. S. Agra wo la presided. His address was 
remarkable inasmuch as this was the first address in Hindi 
and though not follawed since then, it has no doubt opened 
the way for others. Dr. Agrawatfl. emphasised the value 
of literary source for numismatic studies. Professor Mimsbi 
was elected again president for the year 1951. He devoted 
his address to discussing the problems of Sittayahana coinage, 
Huskies, he drew attention to the oft-repeated imperative need 
of cataloguing the largo coin-col lections of the various Si ate 
museums and private cabinets anil he also mentioned " another 
field of research which miry yield fruitful results in the rc* 
examination of old coins from fjicsi tribes published by 

earlier workers like Prinscp, Cunningham, RuprOQ, Hqgtiuq 
and Vincent Smith.” 


In 1952, Shri K.G. Gyani, who had served as the secre¬ 
tary of the Society for some time, was elected president, 
lie drew a i lent bn to the work of Tliakkurn Pheru and ta the 
manuscript of TaiklratU^ukuk at the Kala Dim wan and he 
also described the unpot ta nee and si gm lien net of the 
medieval currency known popularly as Uii, specially designed 
for mid circulated mostly in the coastal areas of Asiatic 
countries. 


In 1953, Dr. Motichandrs presided and he emphasised the 
literary data on coins, the importance of coins ns a source of 
religious history, the metallurgy of coins and the Mmbolism of 
pivnehmajked coins tic. In 1954, Dr- I’M. jo hi delivered Ins 
presidential address mi some lesser known facts ol Indian Nu¬ 
mismatic history. He gave useful information from the Marutha 
records. Persian literature, contemporary rtpoits of the English 
Factories and European travdleis and thus threw open new 
avenues for Numismatic studhs. In 1955 »nd 1 )5n. Dr. L , C. 
Sircar presided. He indulged in some self-criticism of the work 
of the Society which was Necessary and which was definitely id 
the interest of the Society and quality production of numisma¬ 
tic studies. He also announced a new decision that the Epigra¬ 
phy branch of the Department of Archaeology had seriously 

% 
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under taken the studies of coins and, arrangements had been 
made for ike inclusion of coins examined by the lira neb in the 
Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy. He noted numismatic 
studies and research should be more popular and special posts of 
teachers of Nuniisnmtics should be created in the Universities. 
He also noted, “us yet coins do not play nny part in the 
teachings of history and geography in the schools and colleges 
of India/' He emphasised the need of studying the coinage 
of other countries too. 


In 1957, Shri CJi, Singbfll presided at Delhi and gave soma 
useful suggestions for the improvement of the Journal. Iu ] 958 , 
Dr. H. V. Trivedi drew the attention of the Society to imple¬ 
ment its earlier resolution in regard to the treasure trove, re¬ 
quested the governments for nationalising the law in the interest 
of academic pursuits and to stop I he distribution of coin 
hoards Without prior study and cataloguing. He also emphasis¬ 
ed the need of having a museum of the Numismatic Society of 
India. In 195 |J , Dr. P.L. Gupta mentioned iti bis address among 
other things the necessity of cooperation between the mints 
and the Society, proper examination of coin-hoards and even 
corns found in excavations by trained numismatists. He also 
arew the attention of the government to some aspects of tfee 
Export of Antiquities Act so far as the coins are concerned 
In I960, Slm&V. Solionl emphasised the methodical collection 
° maximum coin-datu, correct sorting out and description oi 
old coins within prescribed time and publication of analysis. 


Nature and Scope of Society's Activities 

The nature and scope of iLie activities of the Society have 
been in keeping with Us aims and objects and through the 

OriJmllVor'* KrftJllflIly ncw dimci ««0“S. 

Originally one of the primary aims in founding the Society 

M. J tr l Ji e “i‘“ r<ll !h ttl i thc !,boiU ° f Coill - ct,I1 ^tors and results ol 
, &ludjcs thereby promoting the knowledge and regulating 

Numismatics. U wnf thought 8£|E 
ob ects of the Society would be attained if merntm would do 
wl at i'ey could to promote and spread a lively interest m the 
old coins of India. It was noted that they would Lhemsdves 
beconm regular collectors and Indian coin-collectors were 

st'-. k t fi°r^ ll ^ hC Il f iS tUus dc;,r lhlU lhe Society was 

started first as providing a forum for the coin collectors ami 

in fact all the founder members and the majority of members 

of the Society m the first few years were coin-collectors The 

members of the Society were invited to meet once « Jar 

generally towards the end of December, when the Committee 

of management and the office bearers for the ensuing year 
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were elected and the numismatic discoveries during the year 
were reviewed and members hsid the opportunity of discussing 
problems of common interest and help one another in the 
examination and assignment of difficult or unidentified coins. 
Here they also bad an opportunity of seeing and exhibiting 
unique and rare coins and listening to the illuminating 
presidential addresses. All these transactions as well ns other 
useful information including the names of the members with 
the subjects in which they had specialised were published in 
ihe annual proceedings to facilitate mutual^ correspondence by 
members regarding the examination) assignment, purchase 
and sale of coins, 


After few years, in view of the large number of members 
residing in the Bombay Presidency, it was thought desirable 
that they should have special facilities for meeting 10 discuss 
numismatic matters. A special subcommittee consisting of n 
president and 3 members residing in the Bombay Presidency 
was formed with power to hold meetings for the discussion of 
subjects of general interest to the Society and for the purpose 
al making recommendations to the central committee. The 
president of the sub-committee was to be a member of the 
Central Commitrec. Mr. Khareghat was nominated president 
of this Bombay sub committee for the year 19-0. the Sub¬ 
committee thereafter called meetings at Its discretion and 
proceedings were recorded in the usual way and forwarded to 
the secretary. But this practice of having a regional cen re 
could not continue for long. We hope now, alter a better 
awareness of the importance of numismatic studies, it will 
t,e possible before long to have at least one centre ,n each 
province affiliated to the central body. 


It is clear from the proceedings mid presidential speeches 
of the first years that the problems which concerned the coin 
collectors weighed more than the problems of research £5 
although indirectly by looking to tbe interest of the com- 
collcctors the purposes of research also were served. 


Members of the Society who were mostly coin -collectors 
themselves used to be very much concerned i tbeir »utc« 
of sunplv of coin became unresponsive for one reason or 
another ' During the years of I he first worldJ 0 
noted in all the presidential speeches. It is interest mg to 
find Dr. Taylor drawing the attention of the meeting to the 
contad paucity of coin S„d s „ in the preend,„g J = 
He noted, "On this absence of new coin material d IwcomM 
desirable to reiterate the recommendations made tastyeoj 
that special attention be now given to a systematic collcctio 
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und collection of the coin reference contained in original 
authorities." Mr. Campbell remarked m bis presidential 
address of I9l8 t "The past year has been even more barren in 
coin-finds than its immediate predecessors. Even the most 
ardent collector can have added very little to his cabinet and 
now that the war is so happily ending we may look forward 
to renewed activity in all fields of Indian numismatics.™ 

But what was a hobby soon turned to be an academic 
interest and responsibility for sonic and it would not be an 
exaggeration to say that lor this transformation the Numis¬ 
matic Society o! India wi$ largely responsible. The Society 
has indeed enabled many coin-collectors to turn into scholars 
of numismatics and this process continues even to this day. 
If not for anything dsc* this alone justifies the existence of this 
Society on the one bund and, on the oLher* musters new 
workers to the wider field of Indulogy. 

In 1345, suggestions were made for constructive work by 
the Society and a number of lopics w r ere singled out for 
research* Jt is interesting lo note the following from Richard 
Biirsrs presidential address In 1916* “1 think, perhaps, I hat 
work will be facilitated if the Society were to recognise 
correspondents or experts in various definite fields of Indian 
Numismatics. The experts could be chosen in the first place 
at a General Meeting (subject to their assent), and vacancies 
filled later by the Council subject to confirmation at the 
succeeding General Meeting. The appointment would encourage 
specialized working and would Ijc of great assistance to 
members at the Society. One often feels at a lass to track 
down the place oi publications of a coin, or to know whether 
a rare type has been published before or not. In India 
especially, where many oz us have to work far from libraries, 
and have to seek out requirements from half a dozen 
serial journals, the need for a reference is especially 
great. At present something of the sort is already 
done. We turn to Mr. Thannwahi or Mr. Panick fur 
Sussamiui coins, to Dr. Taylor for information about 
Ahm ad a bad and Gnjrat, to Mr, Whitehead for Greek coins 
or the Mughal mints and to Mr, Botham for Assam, Such 
expats should prepare bibliographies, indexes and the rest 
of the apparatus criticus of the numismatist* In time some 
of these collections will hi wmtli printing (or reference* 
O there cun remain in m a mi script and be handed over to the 
secretary, when an expert is no longer able to undertake 
the work, till another ia found. The expert would also keep 
in touch with European students and the keepers of Cabinets 
in Europe, I heir nam^s and address would appear in the 
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annual report for easy reference by members," A tentative 
list of subjects with experts’ names against them was 
published in the Society's proceedings for 191 o. The entire 
field was divided into twenty-five subjects. The Society also 
started the practice of appointing honorary riumismatiststo 
the various State governments, museums and learned societies 
like Asiatic Society of Bengal to help them. 

hi 1930, the Society resolved to issue a list of me!nb?r& 
who were keen students of the periods shown ngmnsl tbur 
names and who requested correspondence with oibcr memb^ 
on their subject. The list was regularly issued from UJJ 
fir about a decode. When the new prospectus was issued 

in 1959. again a list of members with their specific m tre 

ffi. Wc heps t» make this. -eg^t 

Wc still need to follow up the suggestions made b> bu 
RicWd Burn With the introduction of members from 

SStkSta. Si £ Uepartuto »f A,cb ^ 1 °S; d ' n " , s fS 
of the museums ami University teachers and st uden *. U« 
scope of the activities Of the Society naturally "rtwjg*"? 
the ^responsibility increased, The Society took upon he 

—°<V oii “f ijrstssi -s 

f»= f w^:r .s £ 

U3ii -? : % b *r “tfsas 

offered thc servir^ oM^ suggestions on the 

uSSlt**^ 'to ^Tir^ological Survey of ndm to a 
letter addressed to the Director General of Arcbaeolo B > . 

r-Unloeues on an abbreviated model arc required 

(ii) All catalogues should be kept »P » Jala by <1* *» 
of periodical supplements; 

f ijij Collections should be freely shown under adequate 
m supers to visitors who wish to see them i 

(iv) The minor series of Indian coins call for proper 
publication \ 

Iv) Ills essential tbnt important ronsea«a should be 
able to supply good easts al cotes and gems. 
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(vi) A combined electrotype exhibit of the best coins in 
all ihe Indian museums would be much appreciated 
by the visiting public. 

And in 1919, the Society resolved to urge upon the Director 
General of Archaeology thy pressing necessity of the appoint* 
meat of a numismatist an his staff and asked him to convene 
at an early date ti meeting of numismatic experts including 
provincial curators to discuss the various pending questions 
and to frame the principles which should guide numismatic 
procedure of research in India. 

From the time of K. N. Djkshit, the cooperation with the 
Archaeological Department has been gradually and appreciably 
increasing, Most of the senior officers of the Archaeological 
Department atul almost all the curators of the museums 
in India are now members of the Society and they are doing 
their best to help the cause of the Society and numismatic 
studies. The present Director General of Archaeology, 
Shri A. Ghosh, has beta actively helping the Society and l 
am sure bis example will be followed by others. So also 
some of the State governments like Bombay and U. P. 
and museums like the Prince of Wales Museum have been 
of hilp to the Society. 

Aa the guardian of the numismatic studies and the 
only institution to serve the cause of this science, the Society 
felt Obliged to draw the attention of the Government 
also to the drawbacks in the laws concerning treasure 
trove and export of antiquities etc,, and their application. 
In 19j 2, it was resolved that tlie load governments Ik 
requested tq furnish copies of the reports of their treasure 
trove examiners as received from lime to time to the Secretary 
cf the Society for Information, In this connection a treasure 
trove committee of the Society was formed in 1958 to take 
up the question with the Government of India and tt is 
expected that steps wilt be taken in this direction soon In 
consultation with the Department of Archreqlogy, 

In order to promote numismatic studies, medals and 
prizes were awarded. In 1914, the Society accepted Nelson 
Wright's offer of the die for a medal to be awarded annually 
for the best contribution by a member of the Society 
towards the study of Indian numismatics. From 1916, 
ibis Medal has been awarded annually with odd 
intervals when no award was made, Normally it was 
of bronze but sometimes for major contributions this was 
awarded in silver and gold. In 1926, the Society also resolved 
that ail Annual Prize Essay on subjects connected with 
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numismatics be instituted uml a silver medal was to U 
offered to the prize winner, lint this C( >uld he awarded only 
for four years between 192? and 1931 In i960 the discovery 
of Bayao* hoard led to the introduction of tbe Chukrmvikrtiraa 
Gold Medal which wits awarded to Maharaja of bbaratpur and 
Cliftkravikrama Silver Medal awarded LO Prof. K-C- Sharma far 
their rcsi«ctive role m the discovery of the largest ever hoard 
Of gold coins iu the country. In 1956, the Chakravitratim Gold 
Medal was awarded to Prof. A.S. Altekar. In 193 , t e mo a j* 
were reclassified with a view to making awjd re^lw 
And on rationalised basis : the Chakravikratna Gold Medal to 
be awarded every seven years for a major work of 1“P° J ttnC f' 
Akbar Silver Medal every five years, Nelson Wright JJronie 
Medal every three years and an Essay Pruse every J 1 - ■ r 

contributions ol relative merit - 

Contributions by the Members of the Society and the 
Publications of the Society 

In the earlier years, the Society seems to have taken a 
very keen interest in the prcpanaion of the lists or catalogues 
of collections lying in various museums and with the private 
collectors. The original members took upon tbm.cl e o 
prepare the catalogues in their own province -*«»««£ 
nrc^d on the Provincial governments in other parts t In 
fXve 3ft work done at an early date. They ever, undertook 
[o trlin candidates for the purpose. With their mfiuence 
-md competence they succeeded in obtaining n good response 
Ind euJXageSmL itf Ibis direction. In 1912 or instance, 
Whitehead was relieved of some of bis official duties by the 
Pun lab Government with a view to allow bint leisure enough 

For th" preparation of the catalogue of corns m be C«ltd 
Milium. Lahore, and was further permitted to pr«*«J 
on furlough to England to see the catalogue through the 
press. This resulted iu the publication of two 

wSTrelita ^bfl^nlrd'^'bUcJftoa in ^ “ CS ^ 

T^cZ «3?^S?^3bss 

iSS&SA 

Aiif of Coins fn the Moo Mohan Mat ton, tn 1.1- 

Then the issue of (he catalogue of Mughal coma in ihe 
Lucknow' Museum by C. J. Brown and that of the Sultans 
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of Delhi by Proyag Dayol in the year 1920 and 1925 
respectively brought mnny new coins to light. Blcnxby like bis 
earlier lists of coins in the museums nt Srinagar and 
Rangoon, undertook to prepare a catalogue of the coins in 
the Nagpur Museum and issued it in the year 1922. A 
Catalogue of Coin$ of Indian Stafet compiled by Henderson, 

C. J. Browu it lid Valentine was edited by J. Allan rind issued 
in 1928. t'at ad ague of the Provincial Coin Cabinet in .-InaJ/i 
was published by A, W. Botham in 1930, The Catalog of 
P*trroni f. uiei in the Itthotr Muteum by Whitehead issued 
in 1933 proved the necessity and advantage of dynastic 
catalogues of coins in n comprehensive style. The authorities 
of^ the Prince cf Wales Museum, Bombay, also followed 
suit and I he Catalogue of feint of (he Oujornt Sultana 
compiled by C. R. Singliui and edited by G. V, Achnrya 
was brought out. This and the Catalogue cf tfo Cobit 
and Mttrulogif of tie Smtmt of Delhi in the Museum of Archaeo¬ 
logy at Delhi by H. N. Wright include even the coins that 
arc in other cabinets and as such can be termed as a corpii on 
the respective subjects. This welcome phase of cataloguing 
facilitated study to a very gieat extent and the students were 
spared the trouble of turning over the pages of various pubti- 
cations for a single subject. Thus almost all the important 
museums m India through their various experts contributed 
their own quota by issuing the catalogue of their treasures for 
the use and reference of scholars working in different branches 
of Numismatics. G. H Khare prepared a Catalogue qf (orfnl 
in the Marat Itihatit Simtodfnika Mandat, Poona in 1933, 

In 1936, Allan published another important volume oj the 
Catalogue cf Indian Coin* in the Brit bit Museum, London, dealing 
with ancient Indian punch-marked coins and local and tribal 
senes. N, K. Mat lastili’s Catato<jHe tf Cdn* of the Desea 
Bltuotm was published in 1936 and Samsuddin Ahmad's 
Su}s}U matt to fV. 11 of Catalogue of Coint in the Indian 
M»‘enut, Calcutta Wits out in 1939. 

Apart from the^ catalogues and lists, tbc members have 
also published fiom ttrne to time useful moitographs anil hooks 
dealing wilh the general aspects of coinage in India as 
well ns on specified coin series ol un area or of a period 
W. H. Valentine's Modem Copper Coin* of the Mohammadan 
Stalo was published in 1911 and tlic Copper Coin* tf India 
[Bengal and the United Prcmntet) Pi I and Pt. U {Mattel and 
Untigmn, Native StaUt) m 1914. R. p. juckson published his 
iMufeUrtw in Mptor* m 1909 and the Dominion, Emlhme 
uni Uw$ ef the South Indian 1/ynaitUt in 1913. Henderson's 
woiL The C otnt cf Haidar /Hi and Tipu Sultan of Mysore was 
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published in 1921, In the same year BUnndnrkUr published his 
Leeturet on Ancient Indian Numiamtie*. In 1922. .Whiteheads 
The Pre-Muhammadan Coinage of Nortlne »tern India was Pu¬ 
shed, And his The Coin* »fth* Dutch Sat i India *1931. In 
1931, S. K. Ctmhraborty's work J Study of ,hu»n' Jndun 
NumUrmHa was published and in 1938 Lis iQonacraph 
Currency Proht.mt of Ancient India. T. Destkachaii published 
hU South Indian Coin* in 1933 and along witUT. RangacLmvmr 
he published later1946 Providian Coim-ih, Pandyai and 
Chlai and Their Coinage. 

The Society also published on its own some valuable 
monographs insfrte of the very limited . resources at ds 
disposal. The work entitled Th Cdn* of Tipnt Sultan by G, 

P. Taylor was published in 1914 as the Occasional Memoirs o 
the Numismatic Society of India, No, l and A Stud,, of Mughal 
Nvmittnrtut by S, H. Hodiwab was published as No- 2 * 
1923. These scholarly treatises gave good deal of ready-made 
material and a great impetus to the study of the courage of 
the Sultan of Mysore and the Mughal Emperors of Delhi 
respectively. 

The Society published Rirbiil Sahni’s Teehniqu* of Vaoti*# 
Coinn in Ancient India in 1945 and F, D. J- Juruck's Mint 
Markt on Sat*a»b» and Arab Sanarff* Cnnt. Right Norn the 
first years of the existence of the Society, the imperative need of 
compiling an exhaustive list of Mughal Mint Towns was fcjt and 
R B Whitehead was entrusted with this work. He pubhsbcd 
his valuable list in the Journal of the Atiatje Society ofBwel 
(New Series! Vol. U, III, 1«I. j™*the Society puUM 
in 1953 its Memoir No. 4 entitled Mint Tom* of the Mwjhat 
Smperort of India by C. K. SiugbaL 

An important milestone was reached when C. R . Singh als 
two volumes of BiWtgraph of Indian Voim were publish, d m 
1950 and 1952 respectively. In 1954 came out a majoi 
publication on the famous Dayana Hoard entitled « atdogM 
if the Gupta Gold Coin* in the myana Hoard by A. S. 
Altekur. This book has verily become an indispensable boon 
of reference for students of Gupta coins. 

In view of the long felt need of having a corpii of Indian 
coins, the Society under the able initiative of the lute Professor 
\ S Mtcknr took steps to obtain the cooperation of the 
f ludio J iht publication of tb. te. Ytdnm,. 
r ti„. mn\i Vo! IV of which. The Couuup oj Gupta 
°L£. b“ P A: SAIteU Carre oudn 1957. Vol U deolU 

Lth ihf coinnee of ths Iodo*Gfecks by A-It. Naijaiiii is 
ready for the press, A part of Vol. I dealing with the 

3 
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punch-marked coins by P. L. Gupta is also ready for 
the press. 

In Ike beginning, as has been noted above, it was neither 
the aim of the Society nor could it afford to have its own 
Journal and the contributions of the numis m atists were 
published in the Numismatic Supplement of the Journal of 
the Uni/at Axiatio Society of ■ nyat or in the pages of lh-j 
N umii til it ic Chronicle of London. The Numismatic 'Supplement 
of The Journal of the llot/al Atiatie Soviet// of Bengal in fact 
Started to appear from 1904-even curlier than the foundation 
of the Numismatic Society of India. To quote from the 
Supplement No. 1: 

“This supplement has been started primarily in the hope 
that coin-collectors in India may Bud it convenient to chro¬ 
nicle in its pages notices of unpublished or rare coins which 
they may obtain from time to time. 

"It is also meant to include notes on other subjects of 
antiquarian and philological interest which by themselves 
might not afford sufficient material for a paper in the main 
body of the Journal. It is ti matter of common experience 
that casual finds by private persons of highly interesting 
coins are not made public with the frecdon that is 
desirable. Almost nil private cabinets contain specimens 
which their owners have not had any inclination or induce¬ 
ment to publish in any recognised Journal.* 1 

When the Society was founded in 1910, members were 
asked to Contribute their papers to the Numismatic Supple¬ 
ment and the papers were edited by a member of the Society. 
Thus in effect the appearance of Numismatic Supplement in 
1904 may be noted as the beginning of the Numismatic 
Society of India. 

At the annual meeting of the Numismatic Society of 
India held at Calcutta on 26th December, 193S, the following 
resolution was moved from the Chair and passed unanimously" 

“Resolved that henceforth the journal of the Numismatic 
Society of India be published independently as the Journal of 
the NumtmtUie Society of India". 

The resolution gave expression to a long felt desire of 
the members of the Society to have their own Journal and 
marked the termination of the arrangement under which 
papers contributed to the Numismatic Society of India had 
been published as the Numismatic Supplement to the 
Journal of iht Royal AtitRc Society of Benyei, 
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Wc have now issued twenty-two volumes of the Journal 
nnd we are up-to-(In te. H may not be out of place hereto note 
that the Journal of Numitmatu Society of India is one of the most 
regular learned Jour^th of India. We exchange this journal 
with about thirty Journals of India ntul abroad ; our contribu¬ 
tors include authors from 0.K. t U.SA.I Germany, Russia, 
Austria, Italy and so on. If more funds are available, we cun 
issue 3 numbers a, year mid improve the quality of plates and 
printing- 

in 195*1, the Society decided to publish a Numismatic 
Note- and Monograph ' series devoted to bibliographies, coin 
lists, inventories, indices and specialised essays and other 
useful bandy material relating to Indian coins, medals, seals 
mid allied subjects. Already nine monographs havfe been 
published up-to-date under the general editorship ol A. K. 
Naraiii, They are The <Wit Type* «f fnd*Qr<<k Kimj* by 
A K Naiuin, -1 B'JUogmphy of G" Hoard* of Punehmsrktd 
Coin* of Aneknt India by P. L. Gupta, The BuetrUn Trea- 
tur , of Qundw by A. D. H- Bivar, The Coin Type* of the 
Sata-FaMov* King* of India by G.K Jenkins and A.k. Nnruin, 
Tbs Inventor# vf the Iffftrdi and Find* '■/ l*"in* and from 

Madhya 1 ’tM by 13. C Jain, The Sitt of AUhU Sataf- 
hana Ceint by M. Rama R:io, The Coin Ty Jf .-* of King* -nth 
Mitraendity Na»u* by Mrs. Bela Lab, rt t Th Strophe 
Evidrnw of Ctin* in Indian JfcuiuiCfort* and Some 
by S. C. Ray and The Gold Coin-Type* of the Great huthami 

by A. H. Wood III. 

Building and Funds 

In the absence of any permanent building, the bead- 
quarters of the Society has been shifting from place to place. 
Finally in 1957, the Banaras Hindu University offered free 
land for the construction of our building Funds were raised 
from the Government, Charitable Trusts and membersof the 
Society and a sum of about Rs. 35,000/- bus been collected 
up-to-date. The Vice-President, Dr S. Radhakrtehnan, will 
kiaillv Uy tbfc foundation stone ot the budding on tm 
occasion of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the Society 
on the 25tl) December, 1961. As resolved at the GaubaU 
Session of the Society, the building ol the Society wilt be 
known as Altekar Smarak BhaWaii. At present we arc in u 
position to construct only the ground floor but we hope to 
raise the funds in due course Lo enable *o coustruct he 
first floor as wdl as to expand tie building, with the 
construction of this building, naturally our activities and 
responsibilities will also increase. The boctety bns its own 
Library, tbe nucleus of which is the Taylor Library. It i* 
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nt present small and it has not been possible to increase llle 
number by purchase. It consists mainly of hooks and 
monographs received either as presents or in exchange. The 
library is now being reorganised arid a catalogue will soon 
be prepared. Attempts are being made to get grants from 
the Government am] Public Trusts to augment the library. 

The financial resources of the Society for recurring 
expenses consist of the membership subscriptions and small 
grants received from the majority of States in India and 
from the Union Government. Our membership now totals 
411 which include ^0 institutional members. Naturally we 
cannot expect much from the membership subscription to 
meet the cost of our new activities. The States and the 
Union Government have to come to the rescue of the Society, 
It is a pity that even now some of the State governments are 
giving Only Rs, BOOL per annum and expect ns to give them ten 
free copies of our journal, that is to say, expect n return of 
Ks. tf50/- from us, with the result that we receive only lis. 50J 
in the year from most of State governments. The Bombay 
Government is the only exception. The Union Government 
also for the last few years is giving only Rs, J,OOOj ( - per 
annum, which, though of great help, it will be admitted, is 
n meagre sum and does not meet even the cost of the 
publication of our Journal* Students of Numismatics feel 
this very much specially in view of the fact, as rightly 
pointed out by the late Prof. A, S, .Vitekat few years ago, 
that the Union Government spends a hig amount to maintain 
a fully equipped department of epigraphy under the Archieo- 
logical Survey of India, No student of Indian history and 
culture cun deny that numismatics is equally important as a 
piimary source material for the reconstruction of our history 
and culture. We therefore propose to prepre a master plan 
soon for the consideration of the Government of India, f 
hope this will have the support of all concerned. 


A SURVEY OF INDIAN NUM1SMAT0GRAPHY 
(Pre~Muhammaclan Coinage) 

1738-1950 

J. N. T1WARI 

Numismatics was recognised us a primary source of 
history and was utilised for historiography In India ns early 
as the 12tb century by Kalbsna. the Chronicler of Kashmir, 
But in the modern context of historiography— in which the 
West has played nn important part—it bteame an auxiliary 
science to history only at a relatively late date. It was in 
the era of Renaissance, when (he emergence of humanism 
in Europe evoked interest in antiquity that the first great 
collections of coins were made. At first connoisseurs admired 
only thu aesthetic qualities of these little masterpieces ol 
art, but later, particularly in the IMh century, the importance 
of numismatics for the study of history was also recognised. 

The earliest contribution rein ling to Pre-Mubi muted at) 
coinage of India may be traced back to I73S when two coins 
of the Greco -liacIrian kings suggested to Theopbilns linyer the 
plan of his Ilitttri it Asms Grtuemtm Baetrkm published at St, 
Petcraberg in 1738, Sometime later a coin of Eutbydemus was 
published by Pellerin. In 1799 u coin of Udiokles was found by 
Mionnet. But in India perhaps, the first notice on the subject of 
numismatic research occurs in (be year 1790, when the dis¬ 
covery of Roman coins and medals was referred in the 2nd 
volume of Atiatie Ket earth**. Though coins were noticed rather 
rarely in learned periodicals, beginnings were made m col¬ 
lecting coins. 

For some time coins remained objects of curiosity, a 
source of marvel and a means to discover new kings and 
dignitaries, army officers, engineers and those who were 
concerned with fieldwork took to collecting coins both for 
their own pleasure and for the purpose of adding new pages 
to history, But the organised study of coins as coins, the 
science of numismatics ns s uch, did not begin earlier than 

$ This paper has been prepared under the guidance of 
or Prof, Adv Namin mu! material have been freely drawn 
from articles bv G, V. Achurya and R G. Gvani written oh 
the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the Society uiid by 
A S Altckar in AV"iV P VoLXUl, in fact section IV of 
this paper « almost a reproduction with minor changes. 
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the beginning at the 19th century. In U. K. Numismatic 
Society (Inter it become Roya l Numismatic Society in 1907) 
whs organised only when few Fellows of the Society of Anti¬ 
quaries met on June 22nd, 1Sib, 

t The Beginnings of Endian Mumismatography — the period 
of Discoveries and Decipherment (upto 1850). 

The first quarter of the 19th century was not very 
productive from the point of view of ntimismalogruphy. In 
Europe Miannot in 1811 and Visconti in 18H published the 
different ludo-Greeb coins discovered in the earlier century, 
and specimens of them were sparingly mult [plied in Europe 
through Russia and Persia. In I $22 Koichler discovered u 
Coin of An t i much us Thcos, uinl in 1823 he procured at Bokhara 
st coin of Demetrius from the Russian Ambassador Count 
Weycndorl, But f, a new impulse and accelerated progression 
were communicated to Buctriwi numismatics" through the pub- 
lie at ion in 1824 in thy first volume of the transactions of Royal 
Asiatic Society of u memoir by Col. Tod upon Greek, 
Parthian and Indian medals illustrated by engravings. Col. 
Tod employed persons to search for coins from Mathura and 
other Indian cities of celebrity. In a period of about 12 years 
hu accumulat.il about twenty thousand Coins of all denomina¬ 
tions including a coins each of Apoflodotus nud Menander dis¬ 
covered for the first time. These discoveries constitute att era in 
the history of Indo Greek Numismatics. The coins described 
and figured by Tod soon became the subject of an interesting 
and useful dissertation by Augustus Wilhcm Von ScbJege), 
which was published in the Journal Antatique, Nov. 182S, In 
fact this was the first critical attempt to reconstruct a 
period of ancient Indian history from coins. 

Thu adventurous curiosity of Genera) Ventura, nn army 
officer in lire service of Raujit Singh, led to remurkable dis* 
cove lies in the Punjab in I6i0 and the explorations of Burnous 
on his route to Bukhara and the success of Swiney at Karnal 
in collecting Bactrinti and Indo-Scythian corns opened 
strikingly new possibilities and a sort of 'eureka 1 spirit in the 
lime. 

The exploration of an American, Charles Masson, in 
Afghanistan proved to be of great value in the advancement 
of numismatic studies. The publication by Masson of the 
three memoirs from 1834 to I $36 oti the coins discovered by 
him must be counted as n turning point in the study of Indian 
coins, and it gave Prinsep not only a chance to interpret the 
numismatic evidence but it Jed to the discovery of the [indent 
Indian alpha tail. 
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The increasing number of discoveries naturally imposed 
a responsibility on those who were capable of utilising them 
academically and thus make contribution to the history of 
culture of India. Wilson and Prinsep played their part in this 
task most creditably in India. But no attempt was made to 
form a museum for coins and there were not many private 
individuals in India who had the means Or opportunities of 
forming collections of coins. However, the first listing of coins 
in the cabinet of Asiatic Society was made by Wilson in 1831, 
Wilson was not only assisted by Prinsep but the latter had 
already started compiling independent lists of some series of 
coins. 

Prinsep took upon himself the task of preparing a 
catalogue raisonne of the contents of tbc drawers of the 
Asiatic Society’s museum coin cabinets because bo thought 
that “although it may expose our present poverty, will, 
I doubt not, by a wholesome reaction, tend to our future 
enrichment, both by establishing a nucleus to which the anti¬ 
quities henceforth discovered will naturally be attracted, and 
by affording to enquirers, who may not have the opportunity of 
consulting books on the subject, some clue however insuffici¬ 
ent to the decyphering of worn and imperfect metallic remains, 
which appear to a novice to defy scrutiny.” He published his 
first catalogue raisonne of the Roman coins in the collection 
of the Asiatic Society in 1532 and in the year following, 
of the Greek coins. In 1830 General Ventura had already 
excavated the Mantkyala Tope and found a number of coins 
of the Saka-KushSua dynasties. Lt. Burses, Or. Martin 
Hotiigbcrgcr and especially Mr, Masson followed in the 
track pointed Out by the success of Ventura and their 
subsequent collections materially contributed not only to 
demonstrate the value of such enterprises but also to our 
knowledge. His own account of excavations was published in 
the Calcutta newspapers of the day and was afterwards 
inserted by Wilson's essay on ancient Indian coins in the 
seventeenth volume of /fairtie Utiearekt. Some of the coins 
became subject of discussion and investigation in Paris. These 
pioneers of numismatic discoveries not only competed in their 
iidventures and discoveries but also in their disinterested 
liberalities in placing their materials for study and classifica¬ 
tion at the disposal of scholars, Prinsep was very much 
touched by such self-denials and disinterestedness. 

The Numismatic discoveries and investigation which was 
vigorously and successfully prosecuted in India became 
equally the object of interest and research in Europe. We 
have already noted such interest from Bayer to SchlegeL 
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The curliest as well us one of the most eminent European 
archaeologists who returned the subject of the numismatic 
illustration of Ikctrian bistory was M. R. Rochette, Two 
medals from St. Petersberg furnished the occasion of two 
articles published by him in Journal dt f June and July 

1834. Notices of Dr. Honigberger’s travel and collections in 
the Punjab, Afghanistan and Soviet Central Asia were publish: 
ed in ibe Russian and German papers at the end of 1834. 
Rochette published an account of bis collection in the Journal 
tk'.i .S’a t'dnu in October 1335. Notes on Dr. Honigherger's 
collection was also published in Journal Atioiiqtie, 1836-1839 by 
M. E. J iCqnet. Jaconet also published an account of ibe 
coins collected by G. Allard’s coins m the Journal Atitfiytu in 
February l* 36. A descriptive list of 143 Bactrmn Indo-Scythic 
coins compiled chiefly from the Memoirs of jnequet and 
Rochelle, was included by Mionnet in the eighth volume of 
Supplement to his great work on Classical Numismatics 
published in 1837. 

In 1633, Lnscen published bis Z&r GttehichU d>r Qrvohit- 
chtin uaJ Indo-Skjfthitiken Kinijc in Baktrlen, Kabul uni Indian 
from Bonn, which was soon translated into English by Dr, 
Roer, in JASB, 1846, Lassen’s work is rather a work of 
history than of numismatics, Pet baps, he is the first historian 
of ancient India who successfully used numismatics. 

In 1841, Wilson gave a readable summary of numismatic 
researches up-to-date, and also treated the numismatic and 
other archaeological material in detail. In Europe, besides 
Lassen, Raoul Rocbcti.-, Mionnet and gibers were mo king 
valuable contributions. The end of this phase saw the debut 
of Alexander Cunningham, who was to dominate the whole 
period of the second half of the 19th century by his 
indefatigable researches. 

11. 1 S30-1900 i The Period of Classification, 

Cataloguing and Survey, 

The romance of the discovery and decipherment of new 
coins continued to attract the attention of the scholars in 
India and Europe, This encouraged on the one hand the 
co untc if citing of coins by the dealers and on the other it 
impressed upon ibe schohirs the urgent need of classifying 
and cataloguing the various series of coins. It is no exae- 
geralion to say that it was in this period that much of the 
ground was cleared on vhtch numismatic studies and their 
application to historiography flourished in the present century. 
Torrens published an a, tick on "The Greeblegends on the 
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coins of i lie Jndo-Scylbinn princes of Cubiil" in (be .Vumi#- 
maftg Chrmidtt 1952-1953 and Vaux published his article on 
some rare Bn c Irian Coins in the Numittmifie Chroitielr, 1 353- 
1854. E, Thomas brought out his catalogue of Bactriuu 
coins in 1857. In 1858 he edited Frinsep's Ettays an 
Indian AtitiyutiU* in two volumes. This shows bow even in a 
very short period the contributions of James Prinscp were in 
great demand. In this pciioil chance discoveries and 
travelling antiquarians gave way to planned discoveries mid 
planned explorations of academic archaeologists. Distinctions 
between fake and genuine were gradually being in rule. 
Cunningham wrote articles on forgeries of coins which 
warned the amateur and the experts alike. A scientific 
basis was established and planned thinking led to classifica¬ 
tion, analysis and Survey. It was recognized that the 
numismatic evidence did not require the internal classification 
alone. But it bad also to be contextualised. Cunningham's 
Arehatoiogical Survey Report* (1862-188 4) in twenty-three 
volumes provided a Comprehensive survey of archaeological 
material and its geographical distribution. The material object 
thus got their context. Individuals and institutions by this 
time had made good collections ; and the examination and 
cataloguing of these collections started in earnest. The 
major contributions of Cunningham, namely, Voim of Ahx- 
cindcr’a Succittors in the thit (1873), Coin* of A ncitnt India 
(1891), Point of Itidi^Heythiun* > 1892), C'trina of the MtdUtnl 
India (189 !r, and Later ludo Sej/thiani (IS l J5i provided lor the 
first lime a comprehensive, updo-date and scholarly account 
of the entire coin series of pre-Muhammad an India. The 
remarkable thing about them is that their value still remains 
uniliminishcd. Even though some o| his theories may be 
out-of-date now, the observations of Cunningham in fact serve 
os source material for early Indian numismatics. 

The last twenty years of the nineteenth century also saw 
the publications of other 'baste' catalogues of important 
collections of coins, some of which arc still of great help. 
Rodgers did the pioneer cataloguing ct the Lahore, Delhi and 
Calcutta museums. Unfortunately he could not manage to 
illustrate any of the coins he catalogued. But the lists made 
by Rotlgers in fact were the basis of later catalogues of these 
museums. Rodgers hail a passion for coin-collecting and be 
was a source of inspiration to many of hts younger contem¬ 
poraries. A very useful book CeiadWfrrfmy in JSorthrn 
injii) wns published by htttt in tS94, la U. K- the BriUth 
Mitmim Catithym of Coins of th (Jr** and Segthje Amy# of 
BaetrUt and India was published in London in 1880. In 
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Facsimile of A. Cunningham's Letter to E. J. Rapson 
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Germany Von Sallet published his valuable work Die Nacb 
folger Aiaantkn da Groinn in Bactrien uni Indien in 1879. 

The foundation of the studios on the coins of the Deccan 
and South India was also laid during this period. It was the 
collection and study of Pandit Mingawanlul Indrajt of the 
Suka-Satavahann coins which cleared the ground for Rnpson. 
LVinj of Southern Lido i by W. Elliot, published in 1SSG, also 
provided a basis for further work. Tufnell’s book Hint* to 
in Southern India published in ]SS r J provided a 
counterpart of Rodgers book of similar nature for northern 
India. 

In 1S97, Rapson published that remarkable little book 
Called /adtaa C'oini winch is still one of the best guides and a 
book of general but authentic survey used by numismatists 
and historians. This is in fact the first book which gives a 
short summary of the whole rnnge of ancient Indian coinage 
with well chosen illustrations. 

Hl> 1900-1940 : Ihe Numismatic Supplements to JASB 
and the Foundation of the Numismatic Society of India 

Prinsep dominated the first period under our survey, 
Cunningham the second, but it is difficult to say who dominated 
this third phase. Rapson, who was a carry-over from the 
last Century iirul whose Jmlinn Coin* lind already appeared 
in 1897, no doubt played u most constructive role throughout 
this period. Hut the contributions of Vincent Smith, George 
Macdonald, John Allan and R. B. Whitehead cannot bs 
underestimated. The two other events of this period however 
gave the greatest fillip lo the numismatic studies in India ; 
one, the publication of A wnitmatis Supplements in the JASB 
from the year 19114 and, two, the foundation of the Numis¬ 
matic Society of India in 1910. 

This period thus, on the one hand witnessed increased 
but Organised activities towards collecting and classifying 
numismatic datu and on the other the constructive utilisation 
of numismatic material for the historical writing on ancient 
India, Numismatics also entered the University. D.R, Bhaudar- 
kur dcI[\crcJ iiss Cunnictiacl lectures on Indian KuruESfMtics 
in 1921. Smith, Rapson and other historians utilised numis¬ 
matic material to great advantage in their histories. 

i if l l ' S in . t4resti "S note <^orge Macdonald saying in 1903 , 
‘it there is to be further progress there must be a change of 
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tactics* Attention must be concentrated on well defined 
groups which should be subjected to as close a scrutiny sa 
possible. If Ibis is done systematically, there can be liUle 
doubt but that the tangled skein will be unravelled . 
Macdonald published his book Cain Type* in 1900. 

Tbough his statement and bis book were concerned with 
Greek numismatics, they seem to have influenced the course 
of Indian numismatic studies, no doubt on account ol the lndo- 
Greek coinage. 

Rnpson’s statement is also relevant: “Comparatively 
few of the very numerous series of Indian coins have yet been 
systematically collected. The attractions of the Graeco- 
Indian class have apparently diverted the attention of most 
collectors from a study of the purely native aliment and 
medieval coinages, lint there can be no doubt ol the great 
historical importance of these latter. The future progress 
Which scholars will be able to make m this Work d^nds 
principally on the amount of new material with which they 
are supplied by those who have opportunity of making dis- 
covtifies Bind obsetvdtioits in Indiu* 

In England, The British Mastnm OaMagu* <>/ the Coin* of 
the Anihrat, WoVru KtMrapa* etc., was ^“ebtont by 
Rupson in 190S, and of the coins of the Guptas by Allan m 
19 The catalogue of ancieiU Indian Coins in the Indian 

Museum, Calacutta was brought out by Smith m }-06 and 
the Punjah JlWm Oat vol- I, d-ding m the coins of the 
ear ly foreign dynasties, was published by Whitehead in 19M. 

On the one hand systematic cataloguing of nil useful 
collection of major groups of Indian coinages—except t <■ 
Hindu Medieval and South Indian dynasties -started, 
and on the other, through the learned 10 t»^ sp^tttiC 

treatment of smaller groups undo stray <*ms 

1W4 the iVVsMmdlk Sufiptm' nt to the J ' l f “. a *, L L,i 
“primarily in the hope that coin collectors m India 
inconvenient to chronicle in its pages notices of unpublished 
or rare coins which they may oblnm from time l ° u ™** 

It was felt that “it is in Lhe help that such notices aJFoid 
UfongoBed on the larger work of tabulating the norms- 
m-ilic records of specific period* and dynasties that this 
sunllemem should be found useful, it com collectors and 
fctS interested in philological and antiquanan matters wil 
but’commit their observations to writing, to use the words £ 
Sir William Jones...” This call and arrangement enabled the 
rtadent and^ collectors of coin, to take . tug leap towards 
publiculion of their discoveries and results of their research*. 
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Tn I? 10, the Numismatic Society of India was founded 
at Allahabad au«l thus a great step towards organised 
thinking was taken. It not only provided a forum to 
students and collectors of coins to discuss their problems but 
It also helped in the coordination and publication of the 
results of their studies. Kelson Wright, G, P. Taylor, 
Richard Burn and R. B. Whitehead took the leading port in 
the organisation of the Society, 

It became clear from Smith’s Early ffitfery 0/ India that 
analysis of the primary sources was essential for historical 
writing ; in fact, alt text'books oil Indian history devoted one 
chapter at the outset for the discussion of the sources and 
their relative value. And the new numismatic material came 
in such abundance that some historians became eager, often 
impatient, to deduce results. In the universities of India the 
need of independent and special study of ancient Indian 
history and archaeology was recog timed. Numismatics 
became a subject of study in Calcutta in 1918, and a few 
3*ours after in Baumras, Some of the universities, like 
Bombay, made numismatics with epigraphy optional subjects 
of study in the Sanskrit course. Numismatics thus became un 
attraction to the student, collector and the historian, D. R. 
Bhaudsrkar and R, D. Banerji did much to popularise the 
subject. The former published his I'armicJuhl Ltcturst an 
Ancient Indian Numitmatici in 1921, and about the same time 
the latter brought out a remarkably good book in Bengali 
called 1‘racJtlna Mudra which was translated biter into Hindi. 

The Cambridge Hitter y of India, volume 1, which was 
published in 1922, included two chapters, XVII and XXII, by 
Macdonald and Rapson respectively, which were based main¬ 
ly on numismatic material, and they provided what may 
easily Ire culled a tnudul of the combi nut ion of Numismatic 
and historical scholarship. 


We may now turn to the researches in the different periods 
and branches of Indian numismatics during this period. 

Theobald paid special otteution to the symbols 
found on the punch-marked coins and tried to interpret and 
describe them. Spooner in hi: description of these coins 
found from the vicinity of Taxilti noticed for the first time the 
grouping arrangement of the various symbols on them, though 
of course his theory of their Buddhist character could not 
stand the test. R. D, Uancrji in his learned description of 
these coins presented to the Asiatic Society of Bengal by the 
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Amir of Kabul proved that the punch-marked coins were not 
only thu earliest coins of India but were also current at the 
same time in Afghanistan (vide AT«w). Supplement No. XIII). 
He further noticed some new symbols and u few liraluni and 
Kharosldhi letters of the Maury a and Kush an periods. 
V. A. Smith in vol, I of the Catalogue of Coin* in (hi Indian 
Human, Calcutta tried to assign different eras to these 
coins. This was followed by Wulsh in 1919 w'bo elaborately 
described the hoards of this class of Cains from Faina and 
Bbngalpur in the Journal of Behnr and Orissa Research 
Society and contributed substantially to the knowledge of the 
different types. K. I*. Jayasws] made very commendable 
efforts to identify some of the symbols on these coins with 
the Royal symbols at the rulers of the Mnurya and Sunga 
period Last of all, mention must be made of a very syste¬ 
matic and thorough study of the symbols on the silver 
punch-marked coins with reference to various hoards found 
in the different states of India made by Durgu Prasad. The 
merit of his studies lies in the accurate thawings of these 
symbols, illustrated in the numerous plates, personally 
prepared by him. 

The coinage of the Bactrian Greeks which utti acted 
attention of scholars and collectors in the earlier periods of 
Indian Numismn togrnphy continued to hold its attraction 
in this period too. Apart from ihc treatment given to this 
series by Whitehead in the Lahore Museum catalogue and 
Smith in the Indian Museum catalogue of coins, some articles 
Were contributed by the former in ibe iVamionite Supplement 
and JfimtuoMlk Chronicle. His notes oil the luuo-Greek 
Numismatics published in 1921 is indeed a very valuable 
contribution. In fact in this article, Whitehead discusses 
many points arising from the discovery of new boards, 
the geographical distribution of coins, types and monographs 
which he omitted to discuss in bis introduction lu the Lahore 
Museum catalogue of Coins. Tin excavations at Tnxila 
during this period conducted by Jubn Marshall brought to 
light a very large number of coins of the Indo-Greeks arid 
later rulers of north-western India, Including the issues of 
several previously unknown rulers. The Tnxila excavation 
also enabled the numismatists to establish the serjumee 
of" the Indo-Greek and the Iiido-Scylhiau kings as well as 
the priority of the Kadpb'ises group of kings over the Knoishka 
group. Aurel Stem described various deities of the Koshuua 
coins for the first time (JfctiiiA Anthjunry, vol. XVII}. Tha- 
imwala Wrote on the jjoronstrian deity Ardosbr Or Aidvishur 
On lndoScythian coins, (ilTunruiwfllle XXV), 
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The roost important Contribution to tlic coins of the 
Kshfttrnpos in this period is the Sarvftniti hoard of coins, 
which guve several new dates to previously known Ivdiutrapa 
kings and at least one new sovereign. Rupson's successful 
attempt to assign an interesting 'copper coin to a Kshatrapa 
king Itimmaka, who preceded NiibapSna and his comparison 
with the how and arrow type of Spa I irises and Arses coin-type 
makes a definite advance. 

Of the coins of the Gupta sovereigns, besides the valuable 
catalogue of the British Museum by Allan and the 
writing of V. A. Smith in his catalogue of the Indian 
Museum as well as his aiticlc in JASB, several other 
notices were made. Attempts were made by Allan and 
IJirauund Sastri at deciphering the legend on Asvaroedlia 
coins with the help of two varieties known so far 
but the last word Las yet to he said ftom some more specimens 
that may be obtained in future. One of couch type, the 
other of archer type with Luxmi seated on lotus and the 
third of copper archer type of Chaiidragupta II, were 
published. One peacock type with the legend Mahmdra- 
kumarah and two new varieties of lion-slayer type of Kumlra- 
gupta were brought to light by Hirajjond Sastri and Pannohl. 
The fatter scholar has also proved that Lhe goddess 
seated on the lion is Parvali and not Lakshmi. N.K. Bhatla- 
saJi assigned two uncertain coins in the cabinet of Indian 
Museum to the ruler Samacharu and O. C, Guaguli showed 
that Vainyagupta was the name of the ruler who issued the 
coins under the appellation of lAuiIasSdilyu. R, If. Prnyag 
JJayal has dcscuUM among other coins of KumSragtiptn, 
one thin gold token resembling the copper coin of Kumarti- 
gupla with Guru da in the upper half and the name of the 
king Sri Mnbendrtdilya in the lower half. Prof. A. S. 
Altekar's paper on the Cha ud r a gu pta- Ku mSwde v 1 type (NS, 
XLVIJ), refuting Allans theory that it was issued by Sanmdra* 
gupta, was most significant contribution to Gupta numismatics, ~ 

A big hoard of coins of the Ami 11 robarns, one of the 
north-western Lubes, found in the Kmtgrn district of 
the Punjab, was examined and described by R. D. Barterji. 
The coins had legends to Kharoshthi and Brahroi script, 
the latter ol the first century B, C. type. Bunerji discovered 
two new names oil the Coins Sivndtisu and Rudrudiisu over 
and above Dharnghosa who was known to Cunningham, 

Taylor published an exhaustive article cm the 
successive degradations of Indu-Sassantnn coins rigliL upto 
the thick and dumpy pieces popularly known as 
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Gadhaiya coins which were current in Gujarat and MaUva 
for a considerable period. Whitehead described a hoard 
of White Him coins found in Kanishku's chailya at Shahji- 
kt-dfieri, near Peshawar, and supplemented the same by 
describing few coins of Kidara and Mihiragula type from his 
own collection* 

Nelson Wright has noticed eight coins of Gangeyadeva 
found at Isurpur in Sanger District which unlike the thin and 
broad coins known so fur were thick and only 1.'2 inch in dia¬ 
meter. Burn suggested that the coins may be a posthumous 
issue by Gungeyad eve's son ICarp a, who whs a great conqueror. 
Rapsoo brought to our notice a big board of Dull and 
Horseman type coins found at Lnnsdowne in the Garhwal 
district of U, P. Except for a few coins of Sallaksltanapala 
and Anaugpala of the Tomara dynasty the major portion of 
the hoard refers to Chahadadeva of Narwar. Two types of 
coins of this ruler are known and this hod is not of the usual 
Nnrwar type which hear dales from 1233 to 1254. These coins 
represent Chahadadeva as an independent sovereign. The 
question has been further discussed with the help of 
contemporary inscriptions by R. D. Banerji when he described 
a big hoard of about eight hundred coins from Gwalior State, 
That find has the crude figure of Chauban horseman on one 
side and the three lined inscription hearing the names of the 
ruler on the other side. Coins of Chahadadeva, Asalladeva and 
Gopuladevn are almost equal in number while two hundred 
and fifty were useless being worn out. A find of -IS silver 
coigs from Pan war in the Ruwal State was assigned by 
Banerji to Madenvnrman of the Cbardella dynasty, Though 
gold coins of both tho larger and smaller varieties are known 
to exist in several museums, silver issues of the dynasty are 
very rare, only one coin having been described by 
Cunningham, In tiint find there were S of the larger type and 
40 of the smaller variety. Thu legend is exactly the same as 
an gold ones. 


Banerji corrected the assignment of the gold coins of 
MnhipSlft which were previously assigned to Mabipola of the 
Tomara dynasty of Delhi, The coins of this dynasty arc of Lhc 
Bull and Horseman type, ivhile those gold coins which follow 
the arrangement of coinage of the Chedi king Gangeyadeva 
must he assigned to Mnhipnla I of the Gurjnra Pratihara 
dynasty of Mahodaya. Similarly a find of gold coins from 
M. P. reported to be of Gangeyadevu were attributed by him to 
the Parroara chief UdoySdityi. 
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Corns of tile Gujarat Ghalukyas popularly known as 
SoLnnkis were noticed For the first time isy Burn* who 
assigned two gold coins found at Pandwaha in Jliansi District 
of II* P. to Sidtiharuja Jayasinha of AahUwada in Gujarat, 
Diksbit assigned the coins found by him at the Paharpur 
excavations to the early Pals rulers. 

It is interesting to note that in the first half of the 
period under Tevicw* most of the contributions made in the 
pages of the Nwnfonuth SappirmnU were on the Muham¬ 
madan coinage and later series and were contributed mostly 
by European numismatists. In the latter half, however! 
considerable attention was given to pre-Mu harnrtmdan coinage* 


IV. Numismatic Discoveries and Researches during 1940-1950 

The numismatic material discovered and published 
during the years 1940-50 bearing on India is considerably 
interesting* important and diverse* Most of it was published 
in the Journal of thi Ntimitmtiic Sockty of India or under 
the auspices of the Numismatic Society of India. 

Owing to the difficulties created by the Second World 
War, very few independent bocks on Numismatics were 
published during this decade. Nor were any museum cata¬ 
logues brought out- The most importaiU among these is un¬ 
doubtedly Dr* Bubal Sabani s memoir on The Ttcfonqu* of 
Casiintj C&iiiM in Aitcknt India* published by the Numismatic 
Society of India in 1945. It is a very valuable* exhaustive 
and authoritative work on the subject it deals with. 
Dr* Snhani, though a pa I Sio botanist* was led to the study 
of this subject by the discovery of a large number of 
Yaudbeyn moulds, which he accidentally made at Kohlak in 
the south-east Punjab, He became so much interested in the 
subject that he later made n systematic study of the moulds 
of coins found at Nnkmda p Suntt, Ban at as, Taxila, Mathura, 
Sanchi, Kondapur, Ividkul and Hum in order to prepare a 
scientific, authoritative and exhaustive treatise on the techni¬ 
que of casting coins in ancient India. He further studied 
the technique of the ancient Humans and Chinese also in 
ibh respect ami has givt n us a monograph, which will long 
remain indispensable Eo all the students of Ancient Indian 
Numismatics* The monograph is illustrated by seven plates 
containing HG figures* drawings and illustrations. 

A Hoard of Silar Funck-jjmrhd Coin* from Putiua, 
was published as its Memoir No* 63 by the Archseo logical 
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Department in 1940, In this painstaking work, its writer, 
Mr, Bhaltachnrya, gives alt exhaustive account of the 
biggest hoard of punch-marked coins yet to be published, 
The work is tt valuable contribution to the knowledge of 
its subject. 

In PtirdlA* in JtVHtduid, C. Sivaranmmurti 

opens a new line of Study of literature from the numis¬ 
matic point of view. The booklet illustrates 28 numis¬ 
matic motifs, wbicb can be Seen referred to or described by 
Kalidii sa¬ 
in Coin* of Marirar, Pandit RN. Reu gives Jin interesting 
account of the coinage of Mar war from c. -S 00 B, C. to 1945. 
It is interesting for the study of the local coinage. 

In Bharatiya Siftke, Mr. Upadbaya gives a succinct 
account of Indian coinage from early to the modem times. 
The book is for the general reader and not lor the expert, and 
meets a long felt need, in Hindi literature. 

Reviewing Bibliography on Indian Coint, part I, compiled 
by Mr, C, R, Singh til and edited by Prof. A. S. Altekar, 
Tht yntnitmatia Literature, July 1951), published by the 
American Numismatic Society, fays, “Mr. Slnghal has rendered 
an in valuable service to the students of Indian Numismatics 
and merits n high degree of commendation for the singular 
industry he has brought to the task..-With every bibliogra¬ 
phical entry is given a critical summary of the article referred 
to, and it <5 this particular featnru which renders the work 
so highly useful. An impressive amount of minute study 
has been devoted to Indian coins during the last century, 
but much of this research published in the form of papers in 
various journals remains unutilised and forgotten,..Thus the 
assemblage in one handy volume of the references to all or 
most of the articles has been a desideratum of long standing. 
Mr. Singlin] has immensely enhanced the value of his work 
by the inclusion of these critical summaries alluded to above." 
It may be stated without exaggeration that the research 
workers in no other brunch of Indian Archaeology are so well 
posted about the work done in the past as those in numi¬ 
smatics. The bibliography divides the articles topic-wise and 
in each topic they are arranged alphabetically with reference 
to the names of the authors. 

Relative prices of cuins and metals in undent India are 
but imperfectly known. Prof. A. S. Altekar has thrown 
some light on this obscure subject in his paper dealing with 
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it {JN'SI, II. 1), Prof, Mirashi has shown that the 
term Kumarvg<idy$H‘jk<t, occur ing in Gallndnvala records, does 
not refer to a coin denomination, but denotes presents given 
by the subject to the king on tbe occasion of the birth of a 
son (ibid., VI1-29). 


Several new boards of punch-marked coins were either 
discovered or published during this period. A critical review 
of tbe I’aiwha [Parma IKitrict) Jfoar i (if 1 the Ptmeh-marked 
Vtfiat, was published by Mr, Wnlsb in which be made 
u comparative study ol the several hoards of punch-marked 
coins available for study till 19-11 (ibid, IV. SI), Five hoards 
of puucb-mnrked coins were discovered in the excavations at 
Rairh in Jaipur State. They have been briefly described by 
Mr, Puri in bis Ezcxvatiint ir( liairh. All told, these hoards 
contained 3175 coins, more than 75 % of which belonged to 
the Maury an period. A hoard of 960 punch-marked coins 
wils discover'd at Bahal in East KLandesh district of the 
Bombay State, which has been very briefly noticed by 
Mr. Cbakmvarti in a short paper. {JBBJiAS, vol. XX, 
S3-S7. Bor criticism of this paper, see Kosambi and 
Gupta in JNSI. V111, 63 and 119). The coins of this hoard 
belonged both to the Mnuryaii and the pre-Maury an periods. 
One of them has a unique symbol of a lady carrying a b iby 
in arms (JNSl t VIll. 63). The U. F. Jioard of punch- 
marked coins of 1916 Las been adequately described by 
Walsh (ibid., III. J). It consisted of 1U5 punch-marked coins, 
bearing the usual five symbols ; G \ oi the coins are pie- 
Maury an and the rest Mauryan, Small hoards of puucb- 
marked coins were recovered in Azamgarb, Hardoi and 
Knsarwad and P. 1, Gupta, Bajpeyj and Diskalkar 
published short notes upon them (ibid., VllL 34 ; X, 46 ; 
X. 146). F, L. Guplu contributed two papers giving a criti¬ 
cal review of Mr, Walsh's Memoir on the two hoards of 
punch-marked coins lou»d at Taxiln (ibid., XL 114 ; XU. 136). 
Those papers give a comparative study of the subject and 
are valuable for the study of punch-marked coins. 


A small hoard of punch -marked coins was discovered 
at Kausumbi in 1937-38. It has been fully described and 
illustrated by Dr. Dnsgupta (ibid, XII. 74). The importance 
of this board lies in the fact that it consists of both the 
Mauryan and pre-Maury an types. The reference to symbols 
in tbe plate, ns given in the papers, are in many cases inaccu¬ 
rate. The reference to tbe corresponding coins in the BMO 
arc generally correct. 
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Several discoveries of new types of punch-marked coins 
were made timing this period. The Bijnor board contained 
new types of half karthdpatia having Elephant or Bull, or 
I'ish on one side (JJfSI, I. 1). The Paila hoard of 1245 
punch-marked coins, fully described with illustrations by 
Walsh, discloses a new type in the punch marked series 
having only four symbols on the obverse, and weighing only 
42 grains. The Sun and the six-armed symbol are both 
conspicuously absent on this new type (ibid., 11. 15). Mr. 
S. Sab published a new variety of Kosala punch-marked 
coins, which arc thin, large nml cup-shaped, blank oil one 
side and have n. large number of symbols on the other (ibid., 
III. 51). These Coins weigh about SO grains J they may thus 
he double kSTthapnim of the 42 grains standard, which is 
disclosed by the Paila board, or Adhyardktkartha^ttpi (11 
karslutp-im) pieces of the usual 56 grains standard. The 
hoard of 113fi punch.marked coins found at Bodinaikkanur 
□ear Madura in Madras State has yet to be studied 
scientifically. From a preliminary note about it published 
by Mr. Aravnmulhan, it appears that the sample coins 
examined from it bad five symbols oh the obverse and one 
peculiar symbol on the reverse, consisting of the letter X 
capped by the inverted letter V. The presence of five 
symbols on half Arinf/aipiiHcw, if correctly reported, Would be 
a new feature; for usually they have only one or two 
symbols. These coins have been assigned to the 3rd century 
A. 0, by Mr. Aravamulhun (ibid., VI. I.) Prof. Altckar 
published quite a new- type of silver punch-marked coins, 
very huge in SUc mid thin in fabric, but not cup-shaped. 
They were current in Kuan la in pre-Maury an period but do 
not hear symbols like those on the coins published by Durgn 
Prasad (ibid., IX- 1). 

Ur. Agruwaln has shown that kiirghapx>jit or punch- 
marked coins were also known as prati during two or three 
centuries preceding and following the Christian era (ibid., 
VJL 32). He has also illustrated tiny silver ni5?A«t<« weighing 
about 3*5 grains (ibid., VIII. 41), Mr, V. P. Rode published 
a punch-marked coin showing the symbol of owl for the first 
time (ibid., X. 75). Messrs Altckar, Agrawal and Gupta have 
shown that many of the symbols occurring on the copper 
band found at Pa ton are identical with those on punch- 
marked coins (ibid., VL 5 ; IX 83). 

Considerable progress was made in the last decade 
in (be classification of punch-marked coins and the analysis 
of hoards. It has not yet become possible to assign majority 
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of types to definite dynasties or localities, Prof. B. IX 
KosknmbE has made an effort to determine the chronology of 
typt^ with the help of the relative loss of weight shown by 
them. Ik attributes some of the types to some kings begin¬ 
ning with A|!itagatru ami ending with Satadhuntm Mauryu- 
[jVw Indian Artiqmrtft vol. IV, J-35 ^ 49*76)- 

The problem of the interpretation of the symbols, 
however, remains still unsolved* Swumi Sankara no ml a 
attempted its solution with the help of the data supplied by 
the Tanttic literature. He givers the alphabetical values ol 
several symbols and reads with th<ir help the so-called legends 
on the punch-marked coins published by Allan in Pi. Y1IX 
The readings however, hardly carry much conviction 
{ibid, Xll, llh 

Considerable new light lia; h^n thrown upon the history 
and numismatics of Mudkyadesn during the post-Mauryan 
period by several discoveries- Most important among these arc 
from the coins in the coin cabinet of Allahabad Municipal 
Museum, which enabled Hr- Aliekur to bring to light a number 
of undent kings of Kausambf, Ayodhya and Mathura [ibid., IV, 
1 ; 133)- Among these Vavughosba seems to be the earliest 
of the kings of Kausambl ; his coin legend is in almost Agokan 
characters* Only a few kings of Kau&rmbl were so far 
known from coins. Coins of Fothamitmi Ridhnmitra, Suru~ 
mitru, Frajapatimitra, Rajamitrn, Rujauimitra, Satnmitra, 
and Sarpamitru were thus new discoveries. It is difficult to 
determine the relative of absolute date of these rulers* but 
there can be no doubt that they ruled between 150 B, C* and 
50 A, IX They do not figure in the Puranic list of Sufiga 
and Kanvn kings. These coins therefore make it fairly clear 
that the £iinga and Kanva sway did not extend over 
KaniilmbT and Alluhabad and was probably confined to 
Magadba some years after the death of Pushyamitra. An 
independent dynasty was ruling at KauilimbX I e- ancient 
Vatso* which was issuing coins in copper, usually having 
Bull (raita) as one of its symbols on the reverse* The coin 
attributed to SugniZijn ur SungarSja is now shawm to be a 
coin of Agnrstju {ibid*, IV, U7j. There is thus no evidence 
to show that the founder of Sufiga dynasty had issued 
any coins. 

New coins have thrown further light on the history 
of KausSmbt during the period 150-350 A, IX also- It wus 
known that a dynasty described as Mtigha by the Furayas 
was ruling over Kausainbi during this period and four 
of its rulers, B]iadramagha p Sivamagka, Yaisravana and 
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Bhlmavarmnn were known from their coins. We have now 
got coins ol Satainagha, Vijay&niaghu, Poramngbn and 
Yngamagba, obviously belonging to the sftmc series (ibid., 
Vi 19). The coin of Bhlmasena published by Mr. Singh 
Roy also belongs to the same dynasty. It is difficult to 
say whether Bblmasena of the new coin is identical with 
BUmavarman known earlier. Whether Push vain* whose 
coins were published by A. S- AUekar, belonged to the 
same series we do not know ; but it is very probable 
that he was ruling at Knusamb'i by the middle of the 4tli 
century (ibid., VI. 136). The board of 2S5 Mugba coins 
discovered in Fatchpur district and described by Dr. Moti 
Chand does not contain the names of any new rulers. Hut 
its fmdspot shows that the Magha kingdom incltukd the 
disLrict of Fatchpur ns wdh Only 179 corns of the hoard 
were legible arid out of these 1 Ot were of Sivumagbu, 64 of 
Vaisrnvana, 9 of Bhlrnavaminn and 2 of Bhudnimagba. 
This analysis may perhaps show that Sivamaglm and Vailra- 
vumi were among the powerful rulers of She dynasty (ibid-, 
IL 95b King Rudra, whose cupper coin was published 
by Mr, Nagar, was very probably king Rudmscna overthrow]] 
by Samudrugupta. He also published n coin whh the 
legend komht^ which is the second coin of its type 
(ibid.* XL 12}. 

In the Pa nebula series five new kings, Vasuseoa, Varuna- 
tnitra, TngapBl* Dumugupta, and Frajipatimttra were 
discovered (ibid*, IL US; ILL 30 J V. 17.) Thu coin of 
the last mentioned king is interesting inasmuch as it con¬ 
tains only the first of the usual three l^uilcbltrr symbols, the 
remaining two being apparently displaced to accommodate 
the First two letters oi the name oi the king* which being 
rather lengthy, could not la? fully engraved in the single line 
below. Only copper Pafichida coins were known so far, but 
Singh Roy also published a silver coin of Vishnu mitra 
(ibid., V* 15). 

King or republic Madavika of c* 200 B* C* was 
brought to lighL by Dr* Ahckur. As the findspol of the 
coin is not known, it is not possible to locate the territory 
of Madavika (ibid*, IV* H). 

Li the AyodhyS series a new king named JycsbtLiiuhUir 
came to light from his coin published by Dr* Altefcar 
(Ibid., V1IL 11). The identity of Yugasena, whoso 
coin was published by Dr. Agntwala, js not yet known j 
probably he was ruling in the U. P, in the first century ii* C* 
(ibid., V* 19). 
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Varanasi has been famous in Indian history since early 
times. Mr, Singh Roy published for the first time two coins 
bearing the legend lot run as i in characters of c, 150 B, G, 
(ibid,, XII. 134), 

The hoard of 164 Ymidhcya coirs discovered in Dehra 
Dun district and described by Rat Bahadur Prnyag Dayal 
discloses several new features in devices. Ass ami leopard 
are Seen on [be reverse, as also IJcvasf nit, the wife of Skunda 
(ibid., II. 109j. SenSpnti Vaclich hughes ha, whose coins are 
found at Rairh was most probably a general of the Yaudbcya 
or ArjunSynoa republic a' /I'utrfl, PJ. XXXVI), 

The clay moulds of the Yaudheya coins have been exhausti¬ 
vely dealt with by Dr. Sabani in his Memoir on the feehniqut' 
of Cutting i.'oin* in AneUnt Indiit, to which we have referred 
already. So far no coin of the Yaudbeyas, bearing the 
wan! tri aft'.-r the legend, hud been illustrated ; Dr, Altekar 
published two such coins from the Piince of Wales Museum, 
Bombay (JiVA’r, XI. 13) 

Some further light has been thrown on the obscure 
history of Mathura by a few* Coins published in the decade. 
A coin belonging to the 2nd century was published by 
Mr, Nugar (ibid., VII, 32), Mr. Soboni suggested that 
king U turunda ttfl of Mathura belonged to the Utlamabhadrus 
who had sided with Naim puna (.ibid., VII. 27), A king named 
Alasasatu (?) came to light, who hail some victories to his 
credit, probably over the £ukus (ibid., Vi. 25). 

Several theories had been started by Dr. Jayaswa] about 
the identity of the Magas and the part they bad played in 
history during c. 150 to 350 A.D, But Dr. Altekar who 
published the coins of Bhuvnnaga has shown that he 
belonged to the Naga family of PaJmuvntl or Nnrwar and 
is to be identified with the maternal grand father of the 
VskSpiku ruler Rudrasena I ■ ibid., V. 2.1K The Naga rulers 
who claim to have obtained the water of the holy Ganges by 
their conquest were thus the rulers of Pndmavali, and not 
of Champa or KautTpurf, ns was suggested by Dr. JnyaswoL 
Dr. Altekar has further shown after a detailed and 
exhaustive examination that king Nava of the coins was 
not a Naga ruler, that wc have no coins on which we can 
read cither Chharajanaga or Barhinanuga or Hayaniga, and 
that the coins of the Vakfitnka rulers Kudrnscna and Pravnr- 
Sena do not exist. The numismatic evidence which was 
supposed to suppoit the theory of n big Naga and Vakatoka 
empire is thus shown to be non-existing (ibid., V. 111). 
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We were unaware of any inscribed coins from C. P, 
belonging to the pre-Christian period ; the coin of Dimubbagii 
published by Prof. Mirasbi is therefore very interesting 
(ibid*, VI. 9). 

In the sphere of the SatavKhano coinage, we have to record 
several important discoveries mude by Prof. Mi ms lii. Three 
coins of king SatnvShana were published; very* pro¬ 
bably he was the founder or a very early ruler of the dynasty 
[JNSl, VI. 1 ; XI, 5 ; Hull-tin of'the Pecean Cttltg* Rttearch 
Institute VI. 141-2). A coin of Satakarni was published ; he 
was very probably the grand-son of the founder, who was the 
husband of queen Nayanikft of the Nu nag bat inscription 
(ibid., VIII. 11). Scmbaka, whose coin is published for the 
first time, has been suggested to be n predecessor of 5ata» 
vahana, the founder of the dynasty; but more probably he 
was a Satuvabnna feudatory ruling in the 1st century A. D. 
tibid., VII. 94). The Tarbtila hoard of the SatnvShana coins, 
found Jit Tafbala in Altolu district in 1939 ami published by 
V. V, Mirnsbi, is one of the biggest hoard of the Satovfihnna 
coins ever discovered. It consisted of 1525 coins representing 
11 different kings. The earliest king represented in the hoard 
is Gautnmiputra Sataknrni, the conqueror of Nubupann. 
Though the earliest king, his coins are most numerous; 
they are 57J 1 ti a hoard of 1525. This shows that 
he was the most powerful and prosperous of the 
Sritavaliixna rulers, Yujnr-feri-Satakatni stands^ second in 
the hoard, with 243 coins to his credit and VSsishthiputrn 
Fulumavi third with 174 coins in his name. These kings 
were the powerful ones among the successors of Gautamf- 
putrn SrUakarni, and it is but natural that tbetr coins should 
be numerous. The hoard discloses the existence of three 
new kings, Kumbha Sataknrpi, Karna Sttakariii, end Baku 
SStakarni, who arc altogether unknown from any cpigrnphical 
or literary sources (ibid., II, 4S3,> 

A silver coin of VfislstbTputra Sstakarni was published by 
Altekar who thought that he was the son-in-law of Kndra- 
dfiman (ibid., XI. 59). Mr. Gadre published several copper 
coins of the Sitavahanas found in Gujarat ; they for the first 
time supplied evidence to support the claim of the conquest 
of that province by that dynasty. The coins were issued by 
Gautanitputra (ibid, K1I. 28). SStavIhnim crins were not 
found till then in the Jubbulpore urea. Dr. K a tare publi¬ 
shed a coin of king Sutakarm and another cf Gatilurniputra 
Ynjiiusrr Sstakarpi found in that area (ibid., XU. 94 ; 126). 

That the Sale vah an as hud some 6a k a feudatories under 
them, who were issuing coins, is shown by the coins of 
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Maim published by Prof. Mirasbi. They had the title of 
MohSsedapatL They were ruling in South Hyderabad [ibid * 
X, 1 j XIL 911- Miras lii brought to light another 5£tavabana 
feudatory named YalascbarnkSma (?) {ibid., XL S6)* 

In his Catalogue, Rapsnn had doubtfully attributed a 
coin of Ajft(data) to the SStavBhana dynasty, Altekar published 
two coins of the same type, doubting the attribution and 
saying that Ajadatta was probably a king of Central India 
(ibid., IV* 23), 

As far as the early foreign invaders of Indin are concer¬ 
ned, no important discoveries were reported during the period 
under review. A hoard of about one thousand Indi>Bnctrmn 
hemklmcbnis was discovered in 1912 at Bajaur in the tribal 
territory in the Kuuar valley, mostly consisting of the common 
types of Menander, Apollodotus, Anlimachus Ntkephorus and 
Zoilus* Only a few coins of his board could lie recovered 
and examined and Major General H. L. Ha tighten published 
a note on them {ibid., IV, 146). Another board of ladcr* 
Greek coins was discovered at Shaikbauo Dheri near Cbnra- 
sadda. Only about 130 coins of the hoard could be secured 
for examination and they were briefly noticed by Major 
General Ha ugh (on. The rulers represented in the hoard are 
Menander, Strato with Agnthoklem, Amyutns. Diomedes* Phi- 
lotcnos. lleimaeus and Hermaeus wiiU Xnlliopp* Major 
General Haughton mid Altekar published notes upon some 
rare Indo-Bacttiaii coins; among them was a coin of Hermaeus 
having a monogram usually appearing cm the coins of V ODD tits 
and bis associates, suggesting that Hermaeus and Vo no nos 
were not far removed from each other in time [JNSI^ 
IV, MS, VIII. 31 ; IX. 16). Altekar published five coins 
of Hermaeus of the joint type, where, he pointed p the bust 
does not bear any resemblance at all to that of that ruler* 
These pieces, according to him, show that the so-called joint 
coinage ol Hermaeus and Kujula Xadphisca was not u joint 
coinage in the real sense of the term ; the name and crude 
bust of Hermaeus were mechanically copied for several 
decades after his death (ibid*, IX. 6). 

Dr. Whitehead published a few interesting coins, the 
most important among which was a copper square piece of 
Antimachus with thunderbolt on the obverse and a running 
elephant on the reverse* While publishing these coins, he 
reviewed some of the theories ol Dr, Tarn advanced in his 
work Tk thwk* in Ha&rii and India. (Num* Cir. I940>pp» 
86-122), Major General H. L. Haughtui] had n wide experience 
as a coin collector in the Punjab of about 40 yfiEirs ; he has 
given us a useful note upon the provenance of the coins of 
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the Indo-Greek kings (ibid,, 1943, pp. 50-59). lie also published 
« catalogue of 22 varieties of the silver Coinage of Strata, 
which is quite exhaustive (ibid., 1946, p. 134). The question 
of the attribution of tbe coins ol Sophyles was exhaustively 
discussed by Whitehead, who thought that Sopeitlu-s of Action 
is not identical with the Sophytcs of the coins and sug¬ 
gested that the latter was not an Indian ruler, but a satrap, 
wlio declared independence on the fall of the Persian empire 
in c. 335 13. C. (ibid, 1943, pp. 60-72). Dr. j. N. Panerjea 
examined the above view of Dr, Whitehead and concluded 
that it had not yet been definitely proved (JffSl, VIL 83). 
Prof. A. K. Narnia however feels that the case for Dr, White- 
head's view is very strong (ibid., XI, 93), An uni ascribed 
copper coin, with Dull on one side and a tripod-like symbol 
on the other, which had been attributed to Apoilodotus by 
Gardner was shown to be a variety of Taxi fa coinage 
(ibid,, IX, 30). 

Dr. Whitehead made a fresh study of the coins of 
Aspavarttiaii and his relations and showed that he belonged to 
a line of bittdui&ed Sake rulers. His father was In dr a Yunnan 
and grand-fat her Vi jay ami tr a, who is to be identified with 
Viyakamitra of the Baja nr Steatite Casket inscription 
belonging to the middle of the first century B. C. Saaa was 
Asjmvnrman’s nephew and probably more powerful than all 
bis predecessors (Jfur/i. Ckr. 1944, pp. 99-104), 

The Rnjghat excava tions oil the outskirts of Bn earns 
led to the discovery of a number of seals, some of which 
have Nike. Pallas, Apollo and Hera kies upon them. 

These seals, published by Mr. Krishuudeva {JXtfl, III, 
73), belong to the 3rd or the 4 th century A. D. One 

is surprised to find these popular Greek deities of 
Indo-Baclriun coins oCCuring on private seats of liana ras 
nearly live hundred years after the disappearance of the 
Greek rule. Wes there a colony of Greek traders at Banaras 
hi the 3rd century, Or were the motifs on ludo-Buctriun 
coins so popular as to he copied in far off Banaras in the 
3rd century A. D. ? 

Two Roman aurei were found at Chaknibedba in the 
Bilaspur district of C. P. and Mr. Aruvamuthau published 
n note upon them (ibid., VII, 6). 

Analysing the features on the different coins of 
jivad&man, Altckar showed that he must have ruled 

as a Mabaksbutrapa twice and at an interval of at 

least 15 years (ibid., I. 26). He also suggested that 
the interregnum iu the reign of Rudrasena 111 may be due 
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to the rise to power of Hhatldraka (ibid., VI. 19), Dr. J.N. 
Buuerjca pointed out thtit the reading of the dsites on 
some Kshotrapa coins was very doubtful (ibid., IX. 73). 
Altckar also pub] is bed a coin from the Prince of Wales 
Museum, issued by a predecessor of Dhumaka (ibid., XIL 5). 

The problem of lbe attribution of the Sino-Iudiaii coins 
with Kbaroshtlti legend, Mvltaatcga** r^jutirujata mtbdut.t 
(htramni/jxa, was exhaustively discussed by Dr, R W. 
Thomas (^um. Ckr, t 1944, pp, 83) who (bought that they 
were most probably issued by a local Scytbiau dynasty ruling 
In Yurkuinl at c. 50 A.D, 

20 Chiucsc coins were discovered in Tan jo re district in 
Septcniber, 1943, mostly belonging to (be 11th and (be 
13 tb centuries. They were probably brought by (he Chinese 
sailors, who may hare presented (hem to a local temple. 
(HiKoIndivt Studiet, vol. I, part I), 

Dr. j. N. Banfirjea argued that Knjulu Kudpbiscs 
cannot be distinguished from Ivujula Kara Kadphists 
(fJ/ftfl, IX, 93). Altekar published a gold coin of 
Huvisbka, where a bird is seen perched on the king's band. 
Be further showed that on It MU, PI. XXV 111. 9 also 
the king has a bird on bis band and not an car of corn (ibid., 
XI. 49;. A coin of the same ruler showing the name of the 
deity Shah re war divided into (Wo parts was published by 
Dr. Sank aha (ibid., 1. 9), 

Usually the Kusbtiuu coins are found in gold and copper. 
Their silver coins are very rare, Mr. Dar published a silver 
com, which was issued by Huvisbka. Its type and sure is of 
the usatil gold currency, having the bust of (ticking on the 
obverse and a standing deity on the reverse (ibid., 11.13), 
But these silver Kushaiju coins do not appear to have been 
Carefully examined in the original. 

Four gold Coins of the later Kushana ruler Situ were 
found in the Shukbiipuru district of the Pun jab. Mr. Par lick 
co it tended that these coins have got a marginal Pahalavi 
legend as well. It this were the case, these coins would 
suggest tbc extension of Sassanian suzerainty over Western 
Punjab. Dr. Unwala, however, felt that the marginal 
legend is in Gnico-Kushai.m characters and not tt Pablavi 
(ibid,, VL 52). 

A unique gold coin of king Dkarmadamadhara (?) was 
found at Sisupalgurh in 1943. It shows tbc standing king 
in (he Kush an a fashion on one side nud the Roman bust On 
the other (ibid,, XII, 1). 
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TUc discovery of a board of L S31 gold Gupta coins at a 
village near 13uyau& in Bbaratpur State WHS the moat note¬ 
worthy event of the decade iti Gupta numismatics, I be 
board contained several absolutely new types. Among these 
may be mentioned the CUakravikrnmu type of Chandra- 
gupta II, Cbhatra, EI ep ha nt-rider-1 ion-slayer, Rhinoceros* 
slayer, Lyrist and King and Queen types of KumSrttgiipti I 
ami Cbbattra type of Kramitditya. There were several new 
varieties of the existing types, e. g., Harts horse type 
Asvamedtin coins of Kumanigupta 1, Garinladbvaja type of 
Kachii, etc. It was shown by Dr. Alteksir that the so-called 
Prntapa type of Kumaragupta should be described as 
the Apratighn type, since the legend on the reverse reads 
Apratigha acid not Sri Pralapa. Some of the rare and unique 
coins of this hoard were published by Altekar (ibid., X. 95), 

Standard type of Cbandraguptu II was till then unknown. 
A coin of this type was published by P. L, Gupta 
(ibid.i IX. 146) Whether it belongs to Chandragupla I or 
II, it is difficult to stute (ibid., XI, 15). A unique half Dinara 
of Clmndragupta It was published by Mr, Ackaryu, It 
was of the Archer type (ibid., I, 36), 

A hoard of 21 gold Gupta coins was found nr Dumnula 
in Central India in Indore State in 1940, A note was 
published on these coins by Mr, Diskalkur (ibid, V. US), 
Thu only unique and interesting coin of the hoard Is all 
Archer Type coin of Samildrogupta, having the legend 
XViviJtrjfiM on the reverie. This legend is usually taken to 
be exclusively associated with Clmndruguptiv 11 and its 
occurrence on ibis coin of Samudraguptn is therefore very 
surprising. Altekar tried have to explain ibis legend 
by assuming that early in the reign of Chandrugupta 11, 
an obverse die of Sumudraguptn's Standard type was by 
mistake used along with the reverse die of the Archer Type, 
(Throne reverse), of the new king. 

Further specimens of the repousse gold pieces with the 
legend Mahcndraditya were discovered iu a hoard at Khairtal 
in Mud by a Prudesha. These were published by Mr. 
V. P. Rode. Altekardoubted their attribution to KurnSragupta 
I; Prof. Mirashi differed from him (ibid., X, 137 f XL 109). 

The number af papers discussing problems of Gupta 
Numismatics or publishing minor varieties of old types for 
the period under review is very large. Prof. J, N. Agrtiwala 
argued that the so-called King and Laksbrnt type of Skandu- 
gupta is really King and Queen type (ibid., VIU, 48). Mr. S. V, 
Soitboui suggested thut Chatidrugupta-Kuuiaradevl type shows 
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Sassanian inspiration (ibid., V. 37). Prof. Miras hi tried to solve 
the mystery of the legends on 'Vnlabhi' coins by Comparing the 
legends on a number of them, (ibid, VI. 10). He thought that 
they were the issues of Sri-Snrvn BhotJSraka. Alteksr 
suggested that this ruler probably rose to power, during 351* 
364 A, D. and w*a responsible for the eclipse of the 
Kshatraps power (ibid,, VI. 1-i), 

The coins of the N il la dynasty were not known. 
A board of them was discovered in Bastar State and. 
was published by Prof. Mirasht. Vuruharajn, BWadatU 
and Arthapati are tire kings represented in it. 

Cr. j. M. Unwala published a number of papers 
bearing on Sassanian and ludo-Sassaninu coinages. In one of 
these he discribes the Hephthalite corns with Puhlnvi legends 
deposited in the British Museum (ibid., IV. 37). Noteworthy 
among the rulers^ who issued such coins, are Nrtpkl Mailt a, 
Sri Yndevi Mauasri, Vasu VangSrn Chandra, Slinhi Tigin 
and VaSudcva, 45 lead Sassauinn coins were discovered in 
a jug near the city of Atwaz in Persia ; they published by 
Dr, Unwala, who attributed them to Sapor II (ibid., V. 43). 

In bts supplementary notes on coins of Tabsrjstan, 
Dr. Unwala slated his revised conclusions about the synchro¬ 
nisms of the Caliphs and Arab governors of Tabaristan after 
examining the coins in several fresh collections (ibid, VL 37). 
in bis posthumously published paper on Sassanian and Arab 
Sassanian mint-marks, Mr. Patrick gave bis own inter¬ 
pretations of these marks, sirne of which often dffer from 
those of his predecessors. The subject is fraught with 
difficulties owing tu the polyphany oi the Pablavi characters 
but students yf the subject wi'l find considerably useful data 
in this paper for currying the Work further (ibid., VI. 79). 

An analysis of the lege.ids on Sassanian seals in the 
Indian Museum was been given by Dr. Unwala in an interest¬ 
's paper (ibid t XII. 9S). A new specimen of the coins of 
Lakh ana Udayaditya was published by Dr. Altckar 
(ibid., IX, 14). 

Two new hoards of the so-called Q&thfiitfn coins were 
found, one at Uruli in Poona district, and the other 
at Piphj in Ajmer-Mat war. The Uruli hoard, consisting of 
421 coins, was Lhe first Qadlmitji hoard to be found so far in 
the south as the Poona district ; it is a pity that it could 
not he recovered, Mr. Cbinmulg Liid gives in hk paper his 
general impressions about the h- ard consisting of 421 coins 
based upon their examination of two days, during which Lhe 
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board was with him (ibtd., VII. I9j + The PipUj lionrd con- 
sisted of snore than 3000 coins and a preliminary note upon 
it was published by Mr. U. G. Dhattncharyn (Ibid* VIL 
98 ). Mr* Diskulkaris discovery of some tJaiAua coins with 
horseman on the reverse is very interesting; for so far only 
the Fi reciter was known to figure there (ibid,* VIJL 66b 
Two large thin Eplithalite coins of Yubusoffc lh were 
published by Prof, A. K, Namtii (ibid,. XI. 100). A 
Oadtma coin with the legend Sfi+omiSf* was published 
by Altekar \ it was probably issued by the temple authorities 
of Omti3resvara in the 11th or 12th century (ibid,* XL 58)* 

Silver coins of the Huibayas of Tummana ore very rare. 
Mr* L. P, Pandeya published a tiny silver coin of this 
dynasty weighing only 61 grains, which was issued by one of 
the niters bearing the name Pdlhvidevtv [ibid,* III. 41)* hi 
his paper ou the cobs of the Kalncburis* Prof* Mims hi sums 
up our knowledge of the subject with his own observations 
here and their (ibid.* lit, 23). 119 gold coins were found at 

Par turn Lag in in Pat mi State of Orissa, a paper on which 
was published by Mr* P- CL Ruth, who attributed them to 
Chauhan king Ramndeva ruling in the 13th century (ibid. p V, 
61}, Mr. R. S. PiiEicliamukht published a paper on some 
Vijayanngara copper coins (ibid*, V. 49h Much attention 
has not been paid to the copper coins of Vijayanngar and 
Mr. Pnnchnrmikhrs paper will be a valuable help to the 
students of the subject. Vijayanngara coppper coins bear 
legends cither iti Nfigarl or Kannada scripts and the deity 
Hanunmn figures prominently upon them, The coins with 
the legend Ktrti were published in IMC* voL 1, p. 257 j 
they were attributed to king KirtipMadcva, ruling in 
the Gandnki valley in the 12th century by Miss Roma 
Niycgi (ibid* X, 72). Dram mas of VitiSynkapaladcva of 
the Gurjara Prulllulra dynasty wtic for the first time 
published by Dr. V. S. Agrawala (ibid., X. 22). They are 
very crude in execution and the legend has to he pieced 
together from several specimens* A hoard of the coins of 
Prallpadstya ol Kashmir, found at Rajgbat near IhinarnE, 
Was published by Dr. V. S. Agtnwala (ibid., X. 31), 
Dr* Allekar has suggested that the coins of this board 
with the legend SrhPfutapi should be attributed lo 
JayUpuk, a grandson of PriitapSditya (ibid , X. 34)* who 
was cooperating In the Madbyadeia expedition, A half 
Dramm a of the Chan della king Jayavarmun was not known 
so far ; it was published by Altekar (ibid,* IV. 33). A hoard 
of 186 Kashmir coins found near Taxila was described by 
Dr* V* 5, AgrnwaJii* They contain no new king or variety 
(ibid.i XL 65), 
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It would be no exaggeration to say that throughout 
this period of ten years, Dr, Altekar wt»s not only the most 
active contributor to early Indian iiumismatogruphy but he 
was in fact the guiding spirit behind the contribution of 
many others. 

In this paper we have deliberately [eft out a survey of 
contributions made during 1950-1960. It may suffice, how¬ 
ever, to note that the Altekar school continued to influence 
early Indian numismatography. 






A SURVEY OF INDIAN PfUMlSMATOGRAPHY 
( MUHAMMADAN COINAGE ) 

P L, GUPTA 

Tlie cathcsl study of the Muliammndnn coins of India was 
made by an anonymous author of a Persian manuscript entitled 
TaskirdtritS dirt a, winch was written in the year 1TS6 A. H. 
{1772 A.D.) for Nawab Asaf-ud-daulofaof Awadh This treatise 
is known from a manuscript copy in the Bharat KalS Bliavnn, 
the Museum of Art end Archaeology of the Banftrns Hindu Uni¬ 
versity. The present copy was prepared, most likely from an 
curlier manuscript, for publication from n printing press at Amrit¬ 
sar; but we do not know if it was ever published. This work 
gives un Idea of the numismatic knowledge then available. It 
describes the Mui-lim coinage of India from Subuktgin, the 
Gazanavtd ruler of the Punjab down !o I he Durrani ruler 
Ahmad Shah Since not many varieties of each ruler are 
mentioned there, it seems that the author included only 
those coins which he hud seen himself. At places, there 
are obvious inaccuracies, yet the account is extremely 
interesting as it dcscrib s many coins, which are still 
unknown irom other sources. Whatever be tbe real merit 
of the work, it shows that people had begun to take interest in 
the collection of coins by that time. 

The real coin-collecting, however, started in the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, when the civil 
and military officers of India, took keen interest in it. It 
was in IS33 that, for the first time, n note appeared on Mughal 
coins along with other Indian coins that w^re presented to the 
Asiatic Society o( Bengal.* Thereafter, in 1841, a 
paper was published by H T. Colebrooke on the coins of 
Bengal Sultans round at Howrah.* In 1822, H. H. Wilson 
described the coronation silver medal of the Nawab of Awadh, 
GbSzinddin Haider along with a brief history of the dynasty.* 
In 1844 a priced list of the Pathan and Mughal coins, 
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purchased by the Asiatic Society oi Bengal from A, Cun* 
ningbam, was published. 1 But hardly tiny of these may be 
claimed as study in the Indian Muslim numismatics. 

U was only in 1846, that a paper was contributed by 
J. \V. Lnidluy on the coins of Bengal Sultans. He 
described and illustrated 24 coins, belonging to twelve rulers, 
from his own collection and the cabinet of the Asiatic 
Society or Bengal,’ and threw considerable light on the 
history of Bengal Sultans, about whom very little was known. 

In 1648, 15. Thomas, one cf the most distinguished 
numismatists of the nineteenth century, entered into the lidd 
of Indian Muslim numismatics, lie btgati investigation of the 
coins of two series simultaneously. One related to the kings 
of Gama and the other to the IV.than Sultans of Delhi. 
On the former hu published two papers, one in that very 
year and the other in 1852. The first Was based on the speci¬ 
mens in C. Masson's collection 1 mid ihu information was 
supplemented in the second paper with his studies of the 
coins in Col. Stacy's collection, 1 where he described the 
coins belonging to six rulers, Subuktngin, Ismael, Mahmud, 
Musaud, Midud and Ibrahim and also noticed a coin 
of Bull and Horseman type with the name of M&saud in 
Persian. On the coins of the Pallmn Sultans of Delhi, 
Thomas contributed no less than five papers during the years 
1846 to 1848* and he supplemented them with another paper 
in 1852 - 53 .* The rapidly increasing accumulation of new and 
very ample material induced Thomas to revise the entire sub¬ 
ject thoroughly, the result of which appeared in a masterly 
form in 1871 as The Chronicfei of the Potlnin Einyo of Delhi, 
But no sooner than it appeared, new material began to pour in 
as a result of further researches. Thomas, himself, published 
a note, almost immediately after the publication of his work 
and described seven new coins/ Thereafter II. Blocbmanu 
published five notes between 1870 and 1878 on coins related 
to Sber Shah, llUitimish, Mubarak Shah Kbilji, Mubarak II, 
Nnsimddm Mahmud Shah, Muhammad Adi I Shah and 
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Firoz Shah II. 1 In 1S71, E. C. Iiuyky described a rare coin 
of Firoe Shah Zufar/ hi 1873., be made known llie gold 
coin of the usurper Nasiruddin Kinisru* Jo 1372,, Sardar 
Attar Singh published a coin of Alanddiq Khitji.* During 
the years 1874, 1875 and 1876, J. G. Delmerick contributed 
descriptions and delineations of a number of new and rare 
Puthati coins/ In 1831, he published the interesting coin 
of Samsuddin Kairaur.* In I860, C. K Stulpnagcl added a 
few new coins struck in the joint names of Ghiyasuddin and 
Mumuddin Bin Sam/ Then J Giblis published some rare 
and new coins of this series/ In 183], A, F, R. Hoc rale 
described fourteen coins of tltnliniish nnd his successors, 
which formed part of a hoard found at Gauhati in 1380/ 
In 1889, he contributed a valuable paper On the copper 
coins of the Snri dynasty 1 ' 1 and in 1899 and 1900 two papers 
on ceitain coins of Tugblaqs and Suris/ 1 In 1894, W, Vost 
brought to light some interesting Suii coins/ 1 In 1897, 
W. Haig published a hoard of 1.16 coins found at Wen in 
Herat belonging to Khilji and Tugblnq Sultans/ 1 In 1900, 
II. N. Wright, published two papers under the tills 
.liMmb to the Shrill of the coin* of the l\it in JS’itfjnriJ of Delhi, 
and recorded a number of coins that were missing in 
E. Thomas' work* llut the most zealous conti iluitor to the 
ii u m is m a log r aptiy of the Pathuii Sultans of Delhi during 
this period was C. J. Rodgers, He published a detailed 
paper on the silver coins of Suds 11 and submitted sis supple¬ 
mentary lists to the work of E, Thomas during the years 
1830 and 1903/® In these papers be described and delineated 
a large number of unnoticed and newly found coins of the 
Put ban Sultans, 
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After u lapse of nearly 21 years, the coins of (her Bengal 
Sultans again figured in the Indian attmismutography. In 
1S62, E. C. fifty ley published two Smalt notes on this coinage. 
One related to a coin found at Rajslmhi 1 and the other to 
the coins front the collection of CupL Stubbs. 1 But it gained 
impetus only after the discovery of an extra-prdiimiy board 
of 13,500 silver coins of PuLhan Sultans of Delhi and the 
Sultnns of Bengal. It was found in 1863 at Coach Bihar, in 
the northern Bengal, not far removed from the traditional 
Capital of Kantcsvarn Rail, when u river bank fell during tbe 
rains. The hoard contained the coins covering a period of 
about one hundred atul seven years, upto the end of the 
fourteenth century. Rafandrn Lai Mitrn published a note On 
this hoard in 1864 1 He selected coins out of this hoard for the 
Calcutta mint, Asiatic Society of Bengal and Col. C» S. 
Gunt brie. These selections afforded lo E, Thomas, the material 
for liis invaluable monograph on The Initinl Coinage of 
Bengal, Jt was first published in the Journal of the Hoyiil 
Allot io Sodiity* and was later reprinted m the Journal 
of the /Lttnttct Society of Benytlf After an introductory 
exposition of the Muslim system of Coinage, the coins of ten 
Bengal i ulers, beginning with Ruknuddin Kui Kims and ending 
with Ghiyasuddin Attain Shah atid those of Nasiruddin 
Mahmud Shah and Julnluddin Rinin, the Sultans of Delhi 
were described. An examination of these coins enabled 
Thomas to throw considerable light on the hitherto little 
or vaguely known his tut} 1, of the early muslim occupation of 
Bengal extending over a century and a half. However, there 
slifl remained much to be cleared up, fn 1 S73 r he published 
another paper, supplementary lo the above, on the basis of 
another board of 37 coins, that was discovered near the fort 
of Bihar, 1 It included a few coins of Gbiyasudditi and 
others related to the Delhi Sudan flintimish. Still later, in 
1881, some other obscurities of the Bengal history were 
removed by A. F. K. Hoernle, when a third hoard of 38 
coins was discovered near Gauhati.* 

In the meanwhile, B. Blocbmnmi examined the collection 
of Asiatic Society of Bengal and a few’ other individuals and 
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published his results in three valuable papers that he published 
during the years 1873*1575 under the title The Geojraphy 
and Iliitorif of ftengal.* Here he described a large number 
of coins of eleven Sultans of Bengal and with their help he 
tried to Settle a number of disputed or obscure points in the 
history of Bengal. Some additional information on the coins 
of Bengal Sultans was afforded by E. C. Bay ley, who in IS73 
noticed n coin of Muzaffiir Sbub.* Irt 1876, j. G. Ddmerick 
described the coins of Bahadur Slmh and Husain Shah. 1 
In 1833 A. R. E. Hoernle discussed and published the coins 
of Mahmud Shah 1 and Batbak Shah 1 In 1896, R. Bum 
brought to light a gold coin of Julnuddin Muhammad Shall. 
Thus by the end of the nineteenth century* the coins of 
Bengal Sultans became the best ascertained amongst the 
provincial Sultans. 

The coins of the other provincial kingdoms, were only 
casually noticed during the entire nineteenth century, the 
period of the growth of Indian nvimtsmn togmphy. It appears, 
the numismatists either lucked the material or they fulled to 
create their interest in them. The discovery of a hoard of 
silver Larins at Sangameshwar in the Kutnugiri district in 
1546, kd the pioneer numismatist II. II. Wilson to contribute 
n paper on them under the title jfcrniirJtj on the UveaU.tl 
Fi*h-imk Monty* Then in 1886, C. j. Rodgers wrote a 
paper on the coins of the Muslim kings of Mu" bar. 7 lu 1869, 
H, Bloclimaiiu attended to Malwu coinage by publishing a 
gold coin of Gbiyas Shah.* In 1875 and 1376, J. G. Dclmerick 
published two papers under the title Lilt of Bart Jinftiimma- 
ditrt eoint, where he described some coins of the rulers of 
Malwa, jaunpur, Gulburga and Kashmir along with the Coins 
of the Sultans of Delhi and Bengal.* E. Thomas had 
published as early as 1864, a paper on the Muslim coins 
Current in the markets of Gujarat districts ; but coins of the 
Sultans of Gujarat were attended to only in 1389, when E. E. 
Oliver published a paper on them. 14 * Detailed notice of the 
coinage of Gujarat was, however, taken by G, P. Taylor, First 
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7. JAtiB, LXIV, p. 49, 
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he published an exhaustive paper in 1S93, 1 then published 
two papers, relating to coins that hnd bearings on the geneo- 
logy of the rulers." II. Blocbmnnn was the first to take any 
notice of the coinage of Jaunpur. Me published a paper an 
them, Insed on the copper coins that were dug up in Pratnp* 
gm It district, in 1870.* Thereafter, we btive it noticed by 
J- G. Delmcrick in bis papers referred to earlier, Jn 1881, 
we have two notices of Jaunpur coinage. One from A. R. F, 
J]penile and the other from R. Mitra.* But both of them 
just mention a few coins. The coinage of Kashmir was 
noticed, alter Delmerick, by C.j, Rodgers, who published three 
papers on them ; one related lu copper and the other to silver 
nod the third described a lew rare Coins of that Sultanate.* 
Later, K. H. Whitehead published a note an the gold coins 
of Kashmir.* 

The coins of the Gazani rulers of Punjab were noticed 
by C, J. Rodgers, who published two notes about them, one in 
1879 and the other in I8&1/ On them we bad earlier only 
two articles from the pen of K. lidwitrd. 1 The coinage of 
Arab governors of Sindh remained almost neglected. 

Turning lo the Muslim states of the South, we bud the 
earliest mention of their coins in R, H, C, Tufnetl's flints to 
Ctin-etil*uteri in Southern India, which was published in 
1SS9." Only a little earlier, in 18SS, O, Codringlon had 
published a paper on copper coins of the Babamani dynasty 10 
He published another paper on the coinage of the Bn bamani 
dynasty a little later. 11 Another paper an this subject was 
contributed by J. Gibbs. He wrote about the gold and copper 
coins of the Bahamanis ** 

The Mughal numismatics remained unattended during 
the first half of the nineteenth century. We have nothing 
about them during ibis period, except the two notices about 
the few coins in the Asiatic Society of Bengal, referred to 
above. Only with the beginning of the third quarter, 
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W#s Some attention paid to tins branch of the Muslim 
numismatics. In 1850, Rajendra Lai Mitrn gave a note on 
the Mughal coins presented to the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
by Mr. Gubbtns.* Then in 1864, he published a paper cm 
the zodiacal rupees of Jahangir. 1 tins was followed by 
three papers by H. Bloc tv man u ; one on the coins of Jahangir 
of Lahore mint, published in 1869 ? the other on a coin of 
Hcjar link tit iu IS 71 ,* and the third on a silver coin of 
Shahjalian II in 1876;' The latter two arc mere notices. 
During the lust quarter of the century, we find numismatists 
taking more interest in the Mughul coins. C. J. Rodgers, 
with his usual zeal for each und every coin, of whatever 
period it might be, came forwent with his first paper on lLie 
copper coins of Akbir iu IPSO* mid after that he wrote 
several papers relating to the coins of Akbur, Jahangir, 
Aurangzeb, Shu jo, Murad, aud Azumsbnb*. J. Gibbs, in 
JSSJ, brought to light the gigantic Mughal coins of Shu Liu hull 
and AuraiigZcb* anil gave an interesting paper on the 
zodiacal gold aud silver coins of Jahangir.* j. C. Delmerick 
wrote two notes in 1884, one on the silver coins of Du war 
Baksb 10 and the other on a gold coin of Kimi Baksh. 11 In 
1895, VV. Vosl wrote au interesting paper on the Moghul mint 
Dogam, 1 * and in 1898, W. It vino discussed the mint rules 
of the Moghuls based on a manuscript dated 1126 A. ll, IJ 

AM the while during this century, there were a number of 
coin-col lectors amongst the English officers of the East India 
Company, scattered nil over the country. Most of them, 
when they retired ftom set vice and went back to Lbwir homes, 
passed on their collections of Indian coins to the British 
Museum. As such, the British Museum bad accumulated a 
rich treasure of Indian coins. 5, Lnue-poolc, took upon 
himself to systematically examine all the coins of the Muslim 
period and prepare their exhaustive catalogues. lie produced 
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between the years 1S75 and 1&92 a. number of catalogues on 
Oriental am] Indian coins. While in one of the volumes on the 
Orienhil coins, he dealt with ilia G.i#cvnnvtd coins of the Punjab) 
lie published tbiee volumes exclusively on Indian coins. The 
first of this series was published in 1S34 and related to the 
coinage of the Sultans of Delhi ; the second volume saw the 
light next year, iu 18S5, and dealt with the various Sultanates, 
The third volume was published in 1593, after the lapse of 
seven years, and dealt with the Mughal coins, 

Hardly had Laiic-poole finished his work, when the great 
numismatist C. J, Rodgers came forward with a long chain of 
catalogues in 1891, lie h id a very rich personal collection 
of the Indian coins belonging to all periods of Indian history 
and almost of all the dynasties. When this collection was 
purchased by the Punjab Government for the Lahore Museum, 
he undertook upon himself the preparation of catalogues 
on behalf of the Government; and in course of 
time he published live volumes. The first one, which was 
published in 1891 was a general catalogue and contained the 
coins of almost all series, ancient and medieval, and included 
even foreign coins In 1894, he published two volumes, one 
dealing exclusively with the Mughal coins and the other with 
ull the other Indian Muslim coins. The remaining two volumes 
were published the next year in 1895 and one of them related 
tu Very miscellaneous coins, mid it included some Muslim coins. 

c. J L Rodgers also under Look the preparation of the 
catalogues of tie coins in the Indian Museum, Calcutta, and 
brought out four volumes during the years lS'Jj-IB'Jfl The 
first volume related to the Sultans of Delhi and their contem¬ 
poraries of Bengal, Gujarat, Juunpar, Mnlwa, Deccan and 
Kashmir. I he second volume con tamed the coins of the 
Miighals, East India Company and the native states. The 
remaining two volumes were related mostly to the ancient 
coins of India. 


With the advent of the twentieth century, the Indian 
m i ml sum t ogr n phy entered into n new era. The publication of 
the cotn-cutalogiKs referred to nbove, an independent pub]U 
CKtion of A uwiMMiie Xupfitm. Kt, in 1904 associated with 
the Join mi! D f Uenjd, and the foundation of 

the Numismatic Society of India in 1910, gave new impetus to 
coin-cojlectors ami numismatists, The catalogues placed at 
their disposal, necessary miiluml abaut the Indian coins ; the 
Nu[nematic supplements gave Lhem forum to express their 

views and discuss their coins jam] the Sociely coordinated 
the scattered forces of the numismatists and coin-collectors. 
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All this gave tt great fillip to the Indian numismatics. So 
long the writing on coins was exclusively Confined to the 
European civil and military officers, but from now onwards, 
the Indian coin-collectors also came forward and placed their 
rarities of coins before us. 

The new baud of numismatic workers, that cropped up 
during this century, continued on the one hand to publish 
new and rare coins that came to their notice, and on the other, 
they also published from lime to time catalogues and long 
articles, assessing what had been known or discovered. Some 
attempts were also made to interpret the coins in terms 
of history and use them eg source material, 13ut unfortunately 
this aspect of iiumigmalography did not hud much encourage¬ 
ment at lli^- bauds of historians. The historians never cured 
for the coins of the medieval period us they hud before them 
vast amount of written material cm the hislory. However, 
what has been done or achieved during the last sixty years of 
the present century In the Indian Muslim niimismatography' 
may be summed up as follows : 

Early Muslim Rulers 

The coins of the Gozimvid rulers of the Punjab 
and of the Arab Governors of Sindh remained more or 
less where C. j. Rodgers and E. Thomas had left in 
their respective field. Wu have only two small papers 
on lhe tiny silver coins of the Arab Governors of 
Sindh; one by W. Vast 1 and the other by II. N. Ren,* 
who examined a few coins from some hoards found in the 
A jitter - Mar war area. A few Gazitnvul coins found at 
Lotii in Punjab are mentioned by O, Prefer." The bi-fingnal 
Tonka of Mahmud Gazni, which hears the Kalinin etc- in 
Arabic on one side and the same translated into Sanskrit, 
written in N5gnil, On the oilier, was dealt by K. N. Diksliil* 
and then by V. S. Agrawala. 1 The forms i attempted to read 
the Niigata legend, while the latter distinguished two 
varieties of the coin, based <n the diffidence i«‘ ibn NagntJ 
legend and discussed the implications and meanings of the 
terms used in the Sanskrit legend. The most notable: event 
in the uumismntogmphy of this series of coins is the discovery 
oE a gold coin id Muhammad Gazni by R. S:n.;ha] in the 
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collection of the Prince of Wales Museum,® It bears an intere^t- 
ing marginal legend, meaning 'Thit dinner (is itruekt fcr it,a 
citm ituMu<d) during tin holy war au/triiut India’ It is dated 
397 A.H, Sfoghab white publishing ibis coin, also discussed its 
historical implications. However, what is known today about 
the comage of these tivo series is meagre. Much attention is 
needed to them, particularly Lu the coins of the Arabs of 
Sindh; a number of hoards of these coins me Jviug unstudied 
in the Museums at Jodhpur and Udaipur. 


Sultans of Delhi 

During the early part of this century, E. Thomas 1 The 
of lh« /<K*«tAi ¥ of fat H w (lS the starting point 
tai the study of the corns of the Sultans of Delhi, So' whoso- 
ever worked on this coin series, his attempt w. JS mostly to 
bring to light such coins, which were not mentioned there. 
Thu coins, thus published, either disclosed a new date 
not mentioned in the CJbvjtfcfc, or the name of J 
new mint and, n; rare cases, rulers, who were not 
known earlier. At limes, contents of the homds of (he coins 
of those rulers were described. H. M. Wright h.id already 
published two papers in 1900, describing some unnoticed 
toms. Now he published five papers within a period of fifteen 
years. One related to the com of Gliiyasuddin Bnlban of 
bultanpur mint, Other to a coin of Muhammad TugbJnn of 
Daniatabad mint/ In one piper h s described hoard of 
110 coins found at village Bulbari j n Mafda district which 
coiUatned the Sun coins along with the two coins of Nasarnt 

n'ii ■ h’ n ° a ' ;™* 11 denominational coins of the 

Delhi Sultans were the subject of one paper.® In a n0 lher of Ids 
papers he came with the suggestion tbat the gold coin Marine 

tbcdiuem minted at Delhi, which was earlier conS 
»- freak, was really thj coin of Muhammad bin Tuehnhifi 
issued in the memory of his father.® During this ueriod i. 

] he publislititj the Cut-if a,/n? Qtin t / // I § j* U 

**?*»' <*«*»?« i- nt, wiSVdt lx t% J £: 

madan senes and included the coins of the Sultans of oX 
and thesis other contemporary Sultanates. With \ V vrv 
brief introduction, he described tbe coins properly cd^iffi 


1- JUS I, XVI; p 12J. 
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This was mi advancement over the Catalogues of Rodgers 
which were more in the nature of inventories, G. B. 
Blcazby contributed lour notes in 1904, dealing with 
the coins ol Sairaaddln Knyamurs [Delhi mint), Shihabuddm 
Urnur, 1 Muhammad Tughlaq [Lakbnauti mint},' ft silver 
coin of Firoz Shah III (which are still extremely rare} 1 and 
a square silver rupee of Sber Shnh (another rarity!* In 
J90?i R. Burn described ft hoard ol t>5 coins found in Miirsbi, 
dftbftd district, which contained OulUt and Bengal coins.* 
Thereafter this distinguished numismatist wrote about the 
Fa than coins only in or about I9JJ, when he contributed a 
paper relating to Muhammad Tugfiluq's forced coinage tu 
emend the early reading of its legend.* 

In 1910, J, Allan published the gold and silver coins of 
this scries, vv hich were added to the British Museum after the 
publication of its V^tutotjiie in IBSo," 1 The saute year, R, B. 
Whitehead brought to light some rare coins of Bulban, 
Samsuddin Mahmud Shah, Muhammad bin Tughlaq, Firoz 
Shah Zo far and Muhammad bin Firoz,* The next year, in 
two papers, he dealt with the coins of Samnddin Mahmud 
Shah mi l attempted to identify theruler hearing this name,* 
J„ Gibbs published some rare and unpublished coins of [he 
Fat bans. 10 Then came H. Nevill in 1912 and held the field 
till 19 11. During this period he contributed nine articles. 
In four of them, he described new and rare coins of Tughlaq, 
Saiyad and Lodi dynasties, 11 One of his pa pci s related to a 
hoard of 5090 billon coins of Sikwndar Lodi, found at 
Hardoi. 1 * In another paper, he identified the Suri mint 
Shahgmh; 1 " the third dealt w-ith the coinage and history 
of Firoa Shah Zufar, sou of Firoz Shall. 1 * The other two 
articles, which he contributed in 1921, are the most important 
contributions of the author. In one for the first time he dealt 
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exhaustively on the mint-towns at the Delhi Sultans 1 and 
in the other their currency,* lit the letter paper, Nevtll 
dbcussed the denominational value, the proportionate alloy 
of silver jhiiJ copper and the weight of billon and copper coins 
of the Praha ns. In 1924, he, jointly with H, N. Wright, 
contributed another valuable paper on the Metrology ol 
these coins. 1 

In 1915, Pftim* Lnl published a rupee of Almm Shah* 
end K, D Bunerjl, in 19 S&, brought to light some coins of Sher 
Shah show log new varieties and hearing new mint-names 
—Fanduab, Chunnr and Ralph* In 1921, H. M, Whittel 
presented n complete list of the coins of Muhammad 
Tughlaq,* In 1922, Frnyag Duyu 1 published a silver coin of 
Qutubuddin Mubsjrnk of DaruUslam mint, 7 Then in l\27 , 
I\. M, Antnui gave a note on a small com of Sker Shah of 
Agra mint dated 913 A. H. *, In l'i29, Durga Prasad 
brought to light* a silver coin struck in Nepal in the name of 
Alaudditi KliiljV a most notable discovery. The same year, 
H. E. Stapleton described a hoard of 182 coins of Bengal and 
Suri kings found at Rut par a in Dacca district. 1 ® The same 
year, S. IT. Hodivula discussed the coin-nomenclature Shush- 
kanj or Shnsbgarn, 11 

In 1925, Prays g Day a 1 brought oat the Catalogue of tf it . 
L&iiti of Sitltuni oj DilM in the fturknew Mitftum, This was 
an important contribution in the field, as it brought together 
I ho coins of all the Sultans of Delhi at one place But since 
it is not n corpus, it does nut contain exhaustive material. 
It was only in 193a, that the entire numismatic material 
known till then, was put together by H. N. Wright in 
his work entitled The t.'uinaift and -HhriihM of the Sultttnt of 
mhi. Though the nucleus of this W0 7k is author's own 
collection or rise coins of Delhi Sultans, which he had formed 
during the years 1394 and 1924 and was later acquired by 
the Director General of Archaeology in India for Delhi 
Museum , It fans covered a much wider add. All the 
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recorded coins of tilts scries ns well ns a number of unpubli¬ 
shed coins from various collections, to which the author hud 
ncccss., arc also included. Thus it is a complete inventory 
ol the types and varieties of the coinage of L)«tki Sultanate 
with relevant informations about them. With the publication 
of this work, Thomas’ work bee am* obsolete. 

But this work also cannot be claimed as complete 
and final. After its publication, a number of new 
coins were discovered. C. R. Singhiil brought to light a 
quarter rupee* and a l/20th piec ol hirer Shah , a bjlloji 
Coin of Muhnnid, son of Muhammad bin Sam’, a gold coin 
of Ra.ua, a gold coin of Muhammad Tugtduq of Tugbaliiqabad 
mint, a gold coin of Iqbal Shah, a rater unknown from 
other sources, and a miuiiess gold coin of Sher Shah. 1 
P. S, Tnrapore published a gold coin of Ruknuddin Ibrahim, 4 
small denominational copper coins of Jnlaluddin Pint* U 
and Nnsiruddin Kbusru and a half rupee of Islam Shah, 1 
A hoard of gold coins was published by A, 5. Altaker, which 
included it coin of Nasinidditi Mahmud Shili along With the 
coins of the YadavnS of DevagirL* A freak gold coin of 
Muhammad bin Tughlaq was noticed by S. A. She re. 4 

Some interesting diicusslons on problems arising out of 
some of the coins of this series also found the attention of 
some of the scholars S. H. Hodivain discussed the question 
of the identity of Samsuddin Mahmud Shall II. Ivans, 
the title //uzurul of the Sul tun pur mint,' 1 ’ Coin bearing the 
Paine of Prilhviraj on one side and of Muhammad bin Sam 
on the other drew the attention of Kunwnr Devisingb 11 
and provoked a lively discussion in which P, L, Gupta, 1 
U. C. Sircar, 11 A. S- Altekei 1 * and Dasbaratha Sharma* 
participated. 
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However, the moat notable event in the muni sola tog nipby 
of lliis series, is the discovery oi n treatise DawParikkha, 
an A pablnnn' 15.1 work of Thitkkura Pberu, the mint muster of 
the Delhi mint during the reigns of Kbiljis, Tkukkura 
Phetii was a person endowed with greuL scholarship, 
practical common sen so and experience. Ills treatise rs known 
from a single manuscript Comprising six scientific texts 
written hv the same author, now in the possession of 
Agnrchnml Nalita of Bikaner. The Djvvii-i\irikkha, i.!;iUd 
V. S. 1175 (1110 A, D.) records faithfully the coins 
that were b.-ing received and accepted in the mint for 
Conversion into new money aihl the coins that were being 
minted in his mint during the reigns of Alnuddiu Muhammad 
Khilji and Qutubnddiu Mubarak Klnlji. He 1ms listed about 
200 coins of various dynasties and localities, that were then 
current in the market and cover the period of about two 
centuries that preceded the Khilji rule. Here the metals of 
the coins, their relative exchange value and the exact content 
of metal in alloy is tabulated. But fur more important to 
the numismatists of the Sultanate period is the last portion of 
the work, which mentions the pre-Khilji Delhi coins and the 
Khilji issues, for which, ho was himself responsible. It 
reveals many facts that were unknown till now and produces 
such mateiiul thaL necessitates the revision of many views 
regarding the metrology, denomination and ulher allied topics 
of the Delhi coinage. The work is still unpublished hut 
this portion has been described and discussed by me in the 
Journal of the Numismatic Seeing of India . 1 


Provincial Sultans 

During this period, no notice seems to have been taken 
of the coins of Sultans of Kashmir. Jflunpiir coinage was 
touched only by two numismatist-;. In 1915, H, K. Hevill 
described a topper coin which was till then unknown.’ Jn 

1922, H. M. Wbittel published an exhaustive paper on the 
coinage of Jnutipur, giving nil details known till then. 3 
Thereafter, it seems, the subjccL was forgotten, Bengal 
coinage, however, continued to attract the numismatists 
who brought to light from time 10 time new material and 
also discussed the historicol impjicnLions of Bengal coinage 
Among the new material, there were not much of new types 
or varieties; mostly these were the discoveries of hoards 
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Iii 1504, R. Burn published n gold frenk bearing the legend of 
Mahmud I on one tide and that of Mahmud If on the other.* 
In 1907, lie published n hoard of S5 coins from Mu rs hi da bod, 
which included the coins of Ruknuddui, Kai Katie, Ilughda 
Shah, Bahadur Shah, Ahniddhi Aiislinh, Siknndur Slsah sou 
of Ilyas Shah.’ Then R. D. Buiierji published gold coins of 
SliumsuJdin Muzaffar Shall and Giyosuddin Mahmud Shall in 
1911 1 and 1919 respectively, 4 In between, he published a 
stiver coin in 19 14 us belonging to j ala I mid in Mahmud Shah, 4 
which subsequently proved to be the issue of Bahamaui dynasty. 
In 1912, H. R. Nevill described billon Coin of Gbiyasnddin 
Bahadur Shah* and brought to light u hoard of 100 silver 
Coins from Khulna in 1915, T Then iu 1922, N. K.Bhuliu- 
shali published a monograph entitled Coint uni Chronology of 
the Eorty Indipcnd?»t Sit!tint of Bengal, This monograph, 
though based on the find of a hoard, included earlier material 
also and dealt the subject exhaustively. Thereafter in 1929, 
P. Thor burn published a silver coin of Ghiyasuddin I wax. 1 
Shnmsuddin Ahmad published a rare copper coin of Barbak 
Shah, which was found at Guur.* Then in 1939, he described 
n hoard of 20 coins from Burdwan 10 and in 1943, another 
hoard of 72 coins from Ka|na. u In 1945, S, A. Share brought 
to light a hoard of 18 gold coins found in Shahuhad district 
(Bihar); it included 8 coins of Bengal Sultans—Nasirudilin 
Mahmud Shah U and Akuddin Husain Shah 11 By this time 
llie publication of the coins oF Bengal Sultans almost 
exhausted and now the scholars looked at them as the source 
of history In 1947, N. B. Sanyo! discussed the date of the 
Restoration of the House of Ilyas Shah 11 Then in 1951, 
A, H. Darti raised the question whether Ghyathuddin Iwad 
Khilji hud received any investurc from the Khalifa. 14 A year 
later A. Karim touched the same subject under the title 
‘Khalifa as recognised in llie coins o! Bengal SidtansV* I« 
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]956. be discussed the relation of Sultan Samsuddin Fires 
Shall with hi* children, 1 Ha gave a note on the mints 
Nasaralabad and Muxaf&mbnd in 195?-* If) 1959, lie 
discussed the coins of MtigbitL-al-dm Yuzfcmk and showed that 
they were issued to commemorate the victory over Nadiya and 
Maud.nan. 3 In 1959, A. Karim described 5 coins from a 
hoard found in Durbbanga district. Lately he bus discussed 
the problem of the rebellion of Iwujt and the Rap gal issues 
of IHutimisb* Hasan Shah's expedition ugaist ICcitnrup 
has been discussed by M. Ii. Tarafdar. 3 However, the 
most notable activity in the numismutography of Bengal is the 
publication of the Cor put of tho Mutlim Coint of Bengal in 
i960" by A, Kaiirn. Here the author has compiled' the 
results ol the contribution of the earlier numismatists. 
Recording the published coins, he has ciitically examined the 
views of the scholars and has arrived at his own conclusions. 
Resides the published material, unpublished material from 
private and public-collections ore also included. The latest 
paper on this coinage is from Monim K ha tun, a budding 
numismatist, where she has brought to light fractional silver 
coins, bitbci to unknown. 1 

It has already been mentioned that G, P, Taylor had 
published a lengthy paper On the coinage of Gujarat Sultans 
in the later part of the nineteenth century referred to above. 
Thereafter be published another paper iu 1505,* where he 
discussed these coins of the Sultans which hud the genealogy 
of the issuing Sultan. In 1915, he published another paper 
on the same subject arid dealt with the coins of Ahmad 1.* 
In 1911, A, Master published two rare coins of Mahmud 1 
dated 871 and 878. 1 ® Then in 1926, he dealt with the coinage 
of the Gujarat Sultans in detail and discussed the title and 
inscriptions found on these coins. 11 It was followed by an 
article from S H, Hodivala, who described a number of 
unpublished coins and discussed the metrology ol this 
coinage. 1 * 1 1 another paper, he succeeded in attributing the 
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copper coins bearing the title Siiah-i'ffittd, which were curlier 
thought to be the coins of Humnyun the Mughal ruler, to 
UiiiiiidiiT Sliuh of this dynasty.' A little earlier, T. B, 
HorwOOd had published a coin beaiing the name Muzaffar 
Shall bin Muhammad Shah and the mint Mandu with date 
963. He doubtfully suggested it to belong to Muzaffar II.* 
Then K, N. l>ikshi l brought to light two coins of Muzaffar 1 
of Must ifubad mint dated 926 and 932.* The numismato 
graphy of Gu jurat Sultans took a great stride only when 
C. K. Singbal examined a board of 61 DO copper coins of these 
Sultans found in 1923 at Marol (Bombay). He described 
them First in u paper, 1 Thereafter he undertook the study of 
the coins ol Gnjurat Sultans and in 1934 published u paper 
on some unknown mints* and next year he brought out his 
Caidoytie of tfa Coins of tb: Sultan* of Gujarat in the Prince of 
Wdct Mutuum, It includes not only the coins of the Prince 
ol Wales Museum but al.=o those which arc unrepresented 
there but are known in other collections. It is a kind of 
corpus on this series. Singbal had been writing on the 
subject from time to time and bringing out the new material 
that came ta his notice. He published n Muliar of Mahmud 
Begda of Muhnrnmadabad urf Cli.impn.ner mint, 0 silver 
coin of Slkandar Shah/ a silver coin oi Mahmud Shah II 
dated 932.* lie also published a copper Coin which he at 
first thought to be of Muhammad Shah 11 but later assigned 
it to Ahmad II. 1 His latest contribution deals with a 
ho ru'd of gold coins of these Sultans'* Pi lor to the find of 
this boa id, gold coins of this Sultuiiula were scarce, R. Burn 
wrote mi article in T)39 to discuss the gencology of Ahmad 
Shuh 111; 11 in 1917, P, S, Tnrapore wrote n note to bring to 
notice coins of Sikandar Shall. 11 The only other paper on 
the coinage of this series is from B. L. Mankad, which deals 
with three coins from Tuleja but mlds nothing new, 11 
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The coiunge of Matwii Came to the locus of the numisma¬ 
tists when, in 1904, L. Wkiieklng published a long paper 
dealing exhaustively with the history and coinage o( Malwu. 1 
Yet not much litis been written abouL this stiles* In 1913-14, 
R. D. Banerji described silver coins ol Mahmud Shah II 
which were found in hoard at Dcwns (Junior), 1 In 1932, 
H. Nelson Wright brought nn addenda lo the Malwa cornu go 
based on the find of 3000 copper coins in Hoshangibad 
district* Later he brought out n supplement to White king’s 
work, where lie included new material from his own collection 
and the collections ol the British Museum, Indian Museum, 
Calcutta, State Museum, Lucknow and S. T. M* Hamilton 
and P. Tliorburu. 1 This was later, in 1937, re supplemented 
with some new material by C* R* SinghalJ 1 He described 
n number of unpublished coins. la 1939, he thought to light 
a gold Coin of Mnhamud Shall Khilji da led S49. 4 

The coins of FnttKjl Sultan of Khutult-sh are more or less 
neglected. C. R. Singbnl assigns u few copper coins to Nasir 
Shah Fnraqi* which he had once sittribuLnI to Nasir Shah 
of Gujarat* and then to Nnsir Khan of Kalpi.* Bahadur 
Shah is another ruler of this dynasty, to whom Slnglml has 
attributed some coins. 14 These ate those coins which he 
had earlier attributed doubtfully to Qadir Shah of Miilwa, u 
and M. K Thakore, disagreeing with him, thought them ta he 
the coins of Muhammad Shah or Mubarak Shah sons of Adit 
Shall. 1 ’ It is essential that some of our numismatists attend 
to this series. 

Now coming to Deccan, the coinage of the Babamspis 
attracted the attention of R, Burn in 1905, when he brought to 
light some unnoticed coins of Firoz Shah, Ahmad Shah 1 and 
II, llumuyun Shah, Nizam Shah and Muhammad Shall from 
a hoard of 869 copper coins found in Bulduna District. 1 * 
Then in 1908, F. J. Thanawaln described some interesting 
silver coins of Bn ha man Shall, Muhammad Shah 1 mid IJ. 
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Da ud Shall, Firuz Slmh, Ahmad Sbuh II and Mahmud Shah 
and copper coins of Waliullah and Karimullub. 1 In 1913, 
C. J. Brown described two boards of Bahamani copper coins 
from Bhandatn district, one of 196 and the other of 600 coins.* 
In 1918, II, U. Whit tel discussed the reign of Aluuddin 
Bn ham an Shah on the basis of coins.* In 1923, he brought 
out an exhaustive catalogue describing 66 coins of the 
Bahnmum rulers, with a bibliography of the published 
material/ This was the first attempt to put together the 
material of Bahamant iiiiniitmulugi a[ by, In 1939, Muhammad 
Ismail described a gold coin of Hnmayun Shah Alim/ In 
the same year, M- A. Suboor pointed out to a number of 
erroneous statements of Parishta on the basis of the numisma¬ 
tic material.' Then I 1 . 5, Tar a pore published in 1930 a 
silver com bearing the name Ghyasuddin Tell mat an Shah 
dated 799 A. II. issued from Alisa nabud mint. 1 This coin 
evoked a controversy. C, R. Singh a 1 doubted the reading of 
the name us Tabmntnn Shah and suggested it to be the coin 
of the 6lh ruler of the dynasty Ghynsutldin Ba human Shah.* 
Tarn pore reinstated his views in two rejoinders, once in 1942* 
and for the second time iu 193-1/° This is supplemented by 
two notes, one by G, Yazdutii and the other by V. S. 
Agrawnla, where Tarnpore's reading of the name is held valid. 
In 1935, E. E, Speight published a corpus of the Baba main 
coins, incorporating nil the known varieties and types of the 
Bnhamarii coinage/ 1 Since then, P. S. Tarapore, 1 * C, R. 
Singha), 11 Hurmus Ivans,A. H. Siddiqi 11 and Dinkar Rao 1 ' 
have published u number of coins that me missing from the 
corpus of E. E, Speight, Notes by P. S. Tarapore 17 and 
H. K. Sberwani 1 * on the Fulhubud mint may also be noticed 
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in this connection. However, most noteworthy in the field of 
Halm muni mimisnmtqgruphy me the works of H. K. Sberwsoj. 
lie published nit article on til led 'Bfihamani Coinage ns a, 
source of Duucnn Hts'ory f emphasising the impairdance of these 
corns as Cpurce material* and himself utilised this material 
very ably in his book entitled Btthaminu. Probably this is the 
first and the only work cm medieval Indian history, where the 
Coinage has found prominent place ns source material. 

I he coins uf the Sultanates that arose oil; the ruins of 
ijahiiiiijiui kingdom have not received much attention as yet. 
G. R Taylor wrote two articles about tbe Atlil Shubi coinage 
in 1910, one relating to copper coins' and the other to silver 
Lai ms , ntxL year he wrote about three gold coins of 
Muhammad Adi I Shah,' Then. in 1021, T. Sretnivas brought 

l°t i H ‘ t L s i Kcim£n of the gold coin of Muhammad 

Adi! bhoii that Taylor had published* Thun in 1922, 

1 ulmntmud Ismail in two small notes die cussed the epithet 
lot] n 11 on the copper Coins of Ibrahim AdH Slmh I. 1 
in UiS, he noticed four gold coins oi Muhammad Adi) Shall 
^scorned in ihe Bijnpur district.* This is nil that we 

Inn till I JoL when wc heard llgnih AJi | SJlflbi nmni( . 

nunics Iroin G. H. Khare, He brought ont some in- 
formation about th^ gold coins of Muhammad Adil Shah from 
venous sources." The Ni*am Sim hi coins were singularly 
“ Jy , F -J‘ ThMjml* in I90S.' Since then, nothbg hi.1 
i ; Tb ? re to be done for this series of 

. , r - ,u . hubs coins of Golconda bad no better position 

m the niimisnmtogrnphy of Indian coins till recently. In 1908, 
K* Burn bad published ft find of 3S0C copper coins itt Wun 
(Berai) which included coins dated JU6ti and 1095 a.11. 

niitb^S a * e F Cf o S r r j Hc lmd Rsd S llcd *!»*■» la Abdulla 
Qutb Shah and Abul Hasan. Thereafter only in mi we 

have a paper from P, M. josbi, wi, eili he has desetibed the 
coins current in Golconda kingdom* but there is noth g 
particn arly about the Qulb Sbnhi Coins in it. In 1955 and 
1900, Hurmu* K a us published three valuable articles about the 
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Qutb Sbnbi coins where he described a number of coins. 1 
In 1958, Di.ukur Kuo described ft copper Cuin of Muhammad 
Quli Qutb Shah.* The most important contribution in 
this 6eld bus recently come from Muhammad Abdul Wall 
Khan, who has published ibis year a monograph entitl¬ 
ed Stf.ihi Veins in the Andhra Pradesh Government 

NtHetwH. In it, be has brought together nil the available 
material on itie subject along with JS5 coins from the Museum 
collection. This fulfills the need of a corpus to a great extent. 
Lately Dinkar Kao has published a copper coin, 1 Lastly, the 
1 Jar ill Shabi coins o( Bidnr have so far been noticed only by 
Hu mins KauS* and Djnkar lino, 4 

The coinage of the Sultans of Ma hnr was first noticed 
by C. J. Rodgers. Then in 1909, IZ Uultzcb, incorporating 
nil previous information about this coinage, described Lite 
copper coins' Thereafter, Deslkachuri and Rangnchart 
brought to light ^5 silver and copper unpublished coins from 
four different collections.* Lately, a gold. Coin of Nttsiruddm 
Mahmud was added to the list of known coins by C. R. 
Singh til,* 

MughaJs 

Though the coinage of the Mughal dynasty did not 
attract the scholars of the nineteenth cautery, it baa had 
the attention of the largest number of mimismalists and coin- 
collcctors during all these years of the twentieth Century, and 
the hugest number ol papers have been contiRutted about 
it However, the n u misma togtaphy of this period is mostly 
confined to publishing the coins of the new dates 
and mints. Every coin-collector who found a coin 
bearing a mint name or date not known la him, 
came out with a note. It is not possible to enumerate till 
these publications here,* Suffice it is to say here that 
these notes necessitated from time to time the publication 
of the mint lists. The tirst list was prepared by R, Rum 
just in the beginning of the century. 19 He tabulated the list 
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of the Mughul mints showing the nunc of mints which worked 
foi gold, silver mid copper under each Mughul rul r. In I9Q-I, 
Cod ring Ion published tin V<i/m ri t,f Mutaltmn Mumiwiitfie*. 
There, he also listed the Mughul mints G. P, Taylor came 
out immediately with a review of these two lists 1 and in 
1905 r he published his own list,* where he named 
i'Jl mints, of which soma had double names, whose 
inclusion swelled the number lo 222. Taylor did 
not include 24 names that were in Codrington's list as he 
hud himself not semi coins uf those' minis. About eight of 
then), he expressed ins doubts, and for the remaining, he 
accepted the possibility of their existence. Thus including 
these 1b mints, they numbered 228. In 1'.'] 2, R, B, White* 
head came out with a new list which included only 221 
mints. 8 fie omitted a number of mints for various reasons 
but at the same time, he included a few new names. Next 
year, G. F. Taylor published a complimentary list to it. 1 
Then in 1914, Whitehead himself published n supplement 
to his earlier list, wherein he made certain corrections 
and added a few new names." Thereafter, there 
w.is a full. In )d53, C, R, Si ugh a I came out with 

a list, which was based on the original list of Whitehead 
and also included the mint-names that had come to light 
since then, S. H. Hodivn la, in on interesting article, drew 
our attention to Abul Pad’s inventory of Akbur's mint and 
attempted lo correlate it with the existing numismatic 
material. A Cumulative study of the mint-towns of Akbar 
was recently made by me 5 wherein I have shown that though 
no less than 86 mint-towns of Akbnr arc known, not 

more titan four or five for gold and about eight for 

silver worked at a time. Most of the mint-towns are reallv 

camp-mi tils or army mints. The result brought out by this 
study necessitates llm scrutiny of the entire mint list of 
tlie Alughuh to cull ihtir ftiti I lijsiuricnl s i|] is i finance* 

direction, in which the woik was done in 
the Mughal numismatics, is the geographical identification of 
the mmt-towus, known from the coins. But only a few 
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scholars have attended to it. The largest Contribution on 
tins topic bus como from the pen of 3. H. Hodivak. 1 He lms 
tried to locate the mint places, correct the reading of the 
mint names mol also discussed the historical importance, 
where it was necessary. Hodivnk also Studied the 
metrology and the terminology of Mughal coins and discussed 
such terms like T\inkit (of Akbnr), Murmii Tanka, Nurju Irani 
(in Muinlu couplet ol Jahangirs coins), IHrham-i-Sharai, 
Aurangzcb*s Dam and the heavy rupees ol Shub Alum I.’, 
Gujarat Mahmud is were discussed by A. Master.’ 

Besides these, 5. H. Hudivaln brought out the literary 
material to the aid of the Mughal numismatics and showed 
a new field, lie discussed a number of topics relating 
to Mughal numismatics in the light nl literary material 
in a collection of essays entitled II it tor teat XiuJua in 
Mu>jhd NmnititLiiict 4 aiu! also in some ol his stray articles.* 
Yet no serious notice has su far been taken of the historical 
aspects of the Mughal coins and their contribution to historical 
knowledge. 

However, some of the numismatists realised the necessity 
of bringing together the coins published from each mint. 
Iti this direction, G, P, Taylor look initiative and he published 
the coins of Ahmadabad,' Surat, 7 Jutmgarh,' and 
Cambay.’ C. J. Brown brought the coins of Lucknow at 
one place. 11 * Bui thereafter the enthusiasm in this direction 
appear to have censed. 

Along with these, during this period, no less than three 
Catalogues were published on Mughal coins; one in 1908 
by H. N. Wright on the coins in the Indian Museum; the 
other in 1914 by R R Whitehead on the coins in the Lahore 
Museum ami the third in 1920 by C. j Brown on the coins 
in the Lucknow Museum. Thert after, in 1939, Sams add in 
Alim id brought out a Supplement a iy Catalogue of the Indian 
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Museum coins. A pamphlet-}ike supplementary list was also 
published of tlifc coins of Lucknow Museum. ^ 

During nil this period of Muslim domination in 
India, there were still some Hindu rulers, who had issued their 
own coins. But these coins have not drawn adequate attention 
of the scholars. We knew that Me war was issuing its own 
Cdbs from the ve ry early times About them Cunningham 
has mentioned in the Coin# of Mfduttd India ; but only recently 
we had two papers on some coins of this series. One is written 
by S. L. Rat it re 1 am) the other by R G. Tiwari. 1 The 
coins of Mithiln found notice with the publication of the coins 
of Siva Siinhu by R. D. Banerjt in 1 '■? 13* but on them only 
recently Upendi a Thu kur wrote u paper.* Silver coins of 
Bhajrnvn Simlia have also Coin c to light only recently. These 
coins w ere first published by K. K. Chaudbry as the coins of 
Kama b had tuf then D. C. Sircar attributed them correctly. 1 
Bengal also had some Hindu kiigs who issued their 
own coins. The coins of Mahcitdra Deva and Danujumnrdaua 
Devil were first described by R, D. IJnnerji in’1911 - 1 ? ; T 
but details about them were brought out by H, E. Stapleton 
in 1930.* The coins of Assam, however, had drawn some 
attention of the scholars. Burliest attention was paid to 
these coins by E. A. Gait, who in It*75 published six coins 
of the Ahom rultra* and in 1895. 10 coins of Juintia. 1 * The 
same year G. A. Grierson published lime coins, one of 
Kiigkuiiarnynu, one of Koch dynasty and the third of 
Shurma-Mauikyadeva of Tippanib.’ 1 In 1904, p. R, t. 

Gordon published a coin ol Siva Simbu of the Ahom 
dynasty. 1 ’ Then in 19(19. J. Allan brought u detailed paper 
on the coins ot Ahom dynasty 111 nnd in 1910, H. E. Stapleton 
described these coins in further detail. 1 * A. W. Botham 
Wrote lime papers, one on the corns of Kuchari^ other 
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of TuyaiUia, 1 and the thild on «n Aimm coin dated Salta 
15701 [ q 1913-14, It, U. Hmerjl described 10 coins ot 
Tipporah* and in I'-US he published a coin from ihdndian 
Museum and attributed it to Guru Govmdu of t>ymet. 
This coin wus foter shown by N K, BbiittashsiU to the coin 
of Govtnda Manikya of Tipparah. 4 Thereafter in 1935 
Stapleton described the Count, ss Amhcrsty collection of 
Assamese coins-* A gold coin of GaurinalU Sim ha was 

brought to light in 1956 T and lately A, Karim has published 
tin interesting coin of this scries * 

Lastly, it may Us pointed out that through trade, coins 
of other countries bad been coming to India during this pertod 
also ; nml hoards of these coins are occasionally found. liut 
unfortunately It Ilk attention is paid to I hem. Soinr ms we me 
ft ware, only one hoard of such coins, which was found in IS82 
in Bhroaeb and included the coins of Genoa, Venice, ligypt. 
Armenia mid Persia, was published by O. Cod ring tun. 
Later, ail Abbnssid coin discovered during excavations nt 
Pahnrtuir was noticed bv K. N, Dikshit. 1 ' 1 Venician gold 
coins were found recently along with the coins of Gujarat 
Sultans but they have been ignored. 11 

To sum Up the above resume it would not be wrong to 
vsa that whatever work has been 'lone so far in the Medieval 
Indian numismatogrnjdiy. it is primarily confined Lj the bringing 
of coins into light. Uttle 1ms bun done to present them in 
the form of the source mater Lit for bis lory, ^slosi Ii kdy for 
this reason, the historians never took interest in ibis subject and 
the interest., in the absence of private coin-collectors, is fading 
day by day and hardly any now generation of inninismalists 
is coming up to take up further work in this branch. It is 
IhciCforu 0 essential that wc should pause for a while and 
us&css the value of all the numismatic m Mortal that we have 
befure us us material for history, and focus the attention 
of historians to their importance. Once the historians realise 
the value of the coins for their study, the medieval Indian 
uumisiTUitics is bound to take ticw turn. 
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A SURVEY OF INDIAN NUMISMATOGRAPHY 
( SOUTH INDIAN COINAGE J 


P, L GUPTA 


The South Indian numismrilognipby begins with W. 
Elliott who published two puji.Ts in 1858 under the title 
^Numismatic Glean tugs. 1 In the first paper* he described 
112 coins! which included Punch-marked coins and the coins 
pi the Satav ah anns along With a few coins, which are now 
included under Smith In din a Coinage* In the second paper* 
he describe't the Puri-Kuslmni coins of Orissa and coins 
bearing the figure of boar und utti j buied them to the 
Chainkya dynasty. In S 8 83 p < 1 ■ Eddie described in a pnperi 
which was later published in the form of a pamphlet, 
the coins called Paged a or Vat aha, 1 He classified them into 
twdve varieties* ns Muddbist, Chain kya, Ndambavadi p 
Gijupciti, LiagayaT, Vijnyanagnr, GandlkoUp Cbituldoorg, 
TravancLue* E, 1. Co.* Adcmi and Mysore, R. H. C. Tufuell* 
in SS35 P wrote a paper describing 55 Fan,a ms of his awn 
collection, which were issued from Mysore* Calicut, Madura, 
■etc.* The same year, he wrote an important paper under 
the title flinU ta r* in South Lidia J This 

was republished ici hook form iti hS89 P It is more or less 
tk resume of the Synth Indian numbrnatography till then. 
While tbb paper was stilt m press in 1S&6^ _W, Elliot came 
out with his book C oim of South er n^ India where he brought 
together in one place all tils infot million about the South 
Indian wins. This book Still holds the field as the main 
source ol our knowledge about this coinage* though it 
h:i * become ob^JeEc in many respects. In 1382, J. Gibbs 
published a R.ImarafikP an.3 Liter submitted a paper on 
Hi.- Ri.n.itankfs, where he d ‘scrib. J 1J of them and suggested 
i hut they were issued by die Svfmfs of different temples of 
Siuth India for the worship of the gods in their respective 
mi's The qe h er | m per on Soulli Indian coinoge was 
(mblislitd in 1887 5S by j,E Tracy iindei the title Pandum 
taiaf, where he described 15 copper coins found in Madura 
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district. 1 A booklet entitled C'cifur t>f Tinwvelltf by E. Lovcn- 
lliol is another important con in bill ion of the nineteenth 
century to the South Indian nuinismatography. 

During the twentieth century, ihe South Indian nuinis* 
mulograpby drew the attention of Indian numismatists; yet 
not much has been done in this direction, R. S, R. Ayangar, 
is one, who took up the South Indian mimismuiography 
seriously in the twenties and contributed nine papers 1 in which 
he described the coins uf some of lbe South Indian dynasties, 
e. g . the Chains, CbSlukyns, Yadavus and Vijnymi&gur. 
Most of these papers deal with Lhe coins found us treasure 
trove and furnish interesting information. Towards the end 
of the twenties and in ibe years of thirkes, M. H. Krishna 
published nine papers,* where he dealt exhaustively with the 
coins of the Hoy n sains, Western itnd Eastern ChSlukyus, 
CboJaS. Paudyas, Western Gnngas, I'uSlavas, ami the 
Vijnyatmgar. These papers, originally iorming part of 
the author's thesis submitted to (he London University, 
serve ns a corpus, though they leave much to be desired. 
Then we have T, Desikocfaari, who worked for the South 
Indian numismatics, and brought uut three important 
books based on the coins in his own and his friends' collec¬ 
tions. They are; (1) Indian Epigraphy and Numit- 

matia, published in 1916; 4 (2) Month Indian Uoini. published 
in 1935' and (3) Providian Coin*—Tfit Pandya* nail Chela* and 
Their Cpimyre.' These books contain much useful material 
but, unfortunately, they art little known. 

Besides these numismatists, there are a number of other 
scholars, who have written about the South Indian coinage, 
but their contributions are mostly confined to one or two 
articles and are meant just to bring out a few unpublished 
coins. D. K, Bhandnrkur brought to light the coins of Jagndek- 
kuumlhk of the Western Chillukyu dynasty of Knlyruu. 7 
J. F. Fleet described six coins of the Eastern Chllukya kings 
Snktivarmun and Kiijri R3jii IL* R. Sreenivas brought to 
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light silver coins of Western Chain kyos and the coins of 
ViianiKSiddhi, the first king of the Eastern Chllukyn dynasty. 1 
N. L, Rao published the coins uf Viru Kerala, 1 A new type 
of Ptvdnmtimkn, will] the legend Sri LikulmmS, arc brought 
to light by G, H. Kbare.” He has attributed these coins to 
Lnksbmi-Dcvi, the chief queen u( ChSHikya VikruruSdilya VI. 
A. 5. Altekar has, however, expressed bis opinion that these 
coins are Hie Pad mu tankas of KSimtanki variety and bear 
the name of Rimayanu heroes instead of their effigies. M. G. 
Diksbit described the gold coins of the Kadnmbas of Goa.* 
lie has also attributed some tiny coins to the SilSharnS of 
Kolhapur.* The author of these tines has brought to light 
the gold coins of Barm Bhupnla*—u little known ruler, and 
also some ttcy gold coins of a peculiar shape with Cnnarese 
legends Arata &!wni t -trahi flla-Jta, etc. and some tiny 
gold coins of unknown types and thinks them to be Chain- 
kya.il. 1 A, 6. AI token* and 11. M Nath* have written on the 
Yadnva coins; hut by far, Vijaynnagar coins have engaged 
the attention of a larger number of scholars viz. E, Hulztch, 19 
H, Heras, 11 C. II. Hiddulpb, 1 * V. V. Mirashi, 1 * K. D. 
Swnmtnalhan. 11 KuknUyn coins have recently come into 
prominence. S. T, $• Gopak chart, 1 * after surveying all that 
hud been said about the Kakntiya coins, expressed his opinion 
Lb at no coin call be positively use li bed to Kakatiya dynasty. 
D, C. Sircar has discussed the copper coins, which were 
published by Dinkai Kao us the coins of RSsblrnkflla king 
Kaikkn II,’* and ascribed them to Ktidradcvu of Kikatiya 
dynasty, 11 A similar coin hns also been published 
by I. Mfullmvim 1 * ami S, Kumayya ns Kakatiya coins. 1 * 
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J.G. DaCunha has attempted to trace out the history of 
Fanaros and their varieties. 1 

A systematic study of this branch of Indian numismatics 
is most essential; but unfortunately, hardly any scholar 
seems to be coming to this field. 


1. JAA'B, II, p. 155. 






A SURVEY OF INDIAN NUM1SMATOGRAPHY 

(Coinage from the Decline of the Mu£hat Empire to 1947) 

P, L. GUPTA 


The influence of the Mugbals began to decline during 
Hie Inst days of Aarangreb, when the MaraihSs rose to 
power, the European Trading Companies began to ejtert 
thejr influence in the political life of India and the governors 
and the administrators begun to take more and more liberty 
All these growing powers, soon began to mint their uwn coins* 
without any authority from thy Mughal Government at the 
centre, let, in their earlier stages, each new power preferred 
to strike coins m the name of the regnant emperor and imitate 
the royal issue, Most of the coins thus issued appear to be 
similar to the Imperial Mughal coins. 

T f^“ Un Sf mat !^ t0ukali these coins upto the 
time of Shah Mam II as Mughal issues; they felt doubts only 
about some corns issued in the na|lie of Shah Atom II, To 
these coins S. Lane*Poole gave some attention and realised 
that a large number of them were the issues of the quasi, 
independent States j but be thought it proper to include all 

those coins IN his of the Mu#M Coin* v> t}« Brithh 

Miucttm which showed the emperor's name and on which 
the date tallied with his reign. 1 However, he did not follow 
thtsin thecttse of the coins issued from the Danaras Mint. 
H. Nelson \\nght also fo lowed the same principle in bis 
Mughal Catalogue with this modification that be excluded 

those coins which he thought to be the issues of East 
India Company* 

The matter was discussed by the Coin Conference held 
at Allahabad m December I9t0. There, R, li. Whitehead 
suggested hat those corns should be classed as Imperial 
issues which conform to the following criteria : 

fa) They should be of the Imperial type and bear legible 
inscriptions; 6 

(b) They should have legible minis and their regnal and 
Hijn dates should b& in ncoord ; 

(C) ri2ii mil,t matk& ‘ devices tt,|d symbols should be 
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It wus also pointed out tli.it there are other features 
also Which should be scrutinised. Thus, if the fabric 
and workmanship of a coin were clumsy and crude, it would 
be on evidence of non-imperial origin. A coin with a collar, 
rim or milled edge may with confidence be assigned to the 
East India Company. Inquiries should also ho made whether 
history supplies corroborative evidence of a Mughal emperor 
having exercised direct control over the locality from which 
the coin was issued. 

But then, it was pointed out, A decision on these fires 
would mean that each coin be taken on its merit r arid 
in the end the numismatists would probably differ in 
their opinions. So, it would be impossible to reconcile 
individual preference even if it were possible in every case to 
obtain the requisite information, The Conference therefore 
decided that nil those coins that bear (be names of the Mughal 
emperors and were struck upto find including the year 1218 
A. H. (1803 A. D.)—the date ul the British occupation of the 
capital Delhi, should be included in Mughal Catalogues. It 
was further decided that as this date is close to the end 
of the reign of Shall Alum H and os many issues bearing 
the name of this emperor prcctud unchanged till the end 
of his reign, they should be regarded as Mughal during the 
period intervening between the year 1803 A.D. and the date 
of the death of Shah Alam II Only those coins of Muhammad 
Akbar and Bahadur Shah 11 should bi deemed Mughal, which 
were struck at SUabjaihunnbid." 

This decision of the Coin Committee lias since been 
honoured b%* the numismatists and they look us Imperial 
issues even those coins that could easily be detected as non- 
Impetial Mughal issues and identified wilt some local issuing 
authority. As a result, the numismatists and coi^collectors 
interested in modern Indian coins showed their indifference 
towards these issues, and failed to recognise their independent 
Status. For this very reason, even the post-Shah Alum U 
Coins did not find proper attention ; and thus much informa¬ 
tion that could have been easily available is now almost lost. 
R, G. Gynni tried to draw the attention to this neglected 
state by presenting a paper before lire All-India Oriental 
Conference, where he pointed out thu non-imperial nature 
of most of the mints issuing coins in hhah Alim s name. 
But unfortunately only the summary of the paper appeared 
in the Report of the Conference 1 mid the paper did not find 
any publicity. So, it great majority of coins, in this manner. 
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are being taken as Mughal and no attempt is made 
to study them in their proper st-t-up and builii up a sound 
Iiistory of the non-Mughal coinage. A welcome effort in this 
direction has been recently made by C. IT Biddutph, who has 
tried to distinguish the coins of the English, French and 
the Kamotnk N&wabs from those of the Mughals* issued in 
the South. 1 Similar attempts are necessary to deal with the 
coins of almost all the so-called mints of the Mughuls. 

Our source of information about the local coinage, that 
cropped up with the gradual fall of the Mnghals, till the 
publication nf the fourth volume of the Caiatogm qf l/to Coin* 
in Indian Mkwum in 1923, had chiefly been "The Useful 
Table' 1 published by J* Frincep in 1834,* where he gave some 
information about the local coins then current- In between 
this period, we have si laudable attempt by W.H. Valentine* 
In 1914, he proposed to bring at one place all that ho knew 
about the copper coins of India, published and unpublished. 
In two volumes, thus, came the coins of Bengal, U.P* ansi 
the Punjab* He intended to bring out the coins of Bombay, 
Rajpuinna, Central India* Madras and South India in 
subsequent volumes* but he could not. In the two published 
ones, he has dc&ciibed ihc copper coins beginning with the 
Early Sultanate period down to bis own time. Thus it is a 
mine of information on the copper coinage and a valuable 
somce for (ho study uf the modern cobs, which arc nowhere 
ebe described. 

We do not, however, say that altogether no other 
work has been done in the field ; what we mean to stress 
is that what has been done is loo little. Such Sporadic 
works may he reviewed by dividing them into four sections 
or groups; pi issues t?[ those units tii;i I were known ns 
native States during the British period, excluding Punjab; 
(ii) issues of tlu Durr a ms, who occupied Punjab after 
snatching it from the Mughals and their successor Sikhs; 
(tii) issues of the Nawabs of the Awndh j nnd (iv) coins of 
the European Trading Companies and the British administra* 
t \on in India. 

Reviewing the first group, it would not be out of place 
to point out that acco ding to an India Office list of 191 ? t 
there were about u hundred native States, and nearly all of 
them claimed the right of striking their own coins* when 
they adhered to the British administration. So* the numis- 
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mutography of this period lies in the study of tie coinage 
of no less tlian one hundred States, which were issuing 
coins from lh£ lime of QMtr or the other Mughal ruler* 
Doting the early British period, the right of min ting coins 
was conceded only to thirty-four States, who could vindicate 
their claim. In I b76, the India Government passed an Act 
by which lhey offered to strike, fut of charge, coins for the 
native Slates, if the metal was supplied itir the purpose 
to the Government Mints, But out of thirty-four Status, 
only Alw'ur and Bikaner accepted the conditions of the 
Act before its esphy in IfeyJ. Ihe privilege of coming 
was consttjueiilly withdrawn fiom most of the States- It 
were only Hyderabad, Udaipur, Jaipur, Teak, Oichlia and 
Travail core, who ist-uid their coins in silver and coppei ; 
Catch, Jaisalmer and KUbtmgarh issued in silver only, and 
Gwalior, Kalb nr utul Baioda only in copper. 

Modern issues of these States, find mention in some 
way or the other, in the catalogues, dealing with modern 
coins; but there too, they are seldom fully described. 
So far ns we are aware, it is Only Catch, whose modem 
coins arc fully published in a small bock entitled J fi< Modern 
Cnnajft < f Cutch. by WiUinn L. Clark,' Earlier coins of 
Cutch and Kathiawar were described by O. Codrington m 
two papers ; 1 2 * 4 5 6 in one hr. described ill coins uml in the other 
2/coins, giving short history of the dynasty and the types 
of coins issued by various rulers. A few coins of Poibunder 
and Rndhanpur were published by L>, I-. Mutikad from the 
Wn(son Museum* G. 1\ Taylor published an interesting 
article about Hatkesvnro Koris of Jnnngarh. 1 He also 
brought to light the coinage of the lntl six Bur od it rulers. 
An and Rim, Sayaji Rao II, Gann pul Run. Khtmde Rao, Mai ha r 
Kuo and Si.yaji Kuo IN. 11 Some unpublsted coins d all 
these rulers were later brought to light by R G Gyaui.' 
Recently, 11. L. MankatL disco vend the corns of Manoji in 
till; Barcda Museum T R G. Gyunt surveyed the coinage 
of the Nizams of Hyderabad and published 15 typical coins 
of I he dynasty.® Thereafter, Huimuz Knus, B. S. Tin upute 
and Din kur Ruo published some coins which were not 
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noticed earlier. 1 Thu South Indian coins formed the subject 
of a paper by R. I s . Jackson,* who also published a paper 
on Carnatic coins 3 The coinage of Mysore has received the 
attention of a number of scholars. II. P. Hawks published 
a book entitled Coiai of Mysore us early ns 1856. R- H. C, 
Tufnell mentioned them in bis Hint* to Coin Cdketofi in 
So><lturn In,Ha. Its 1883, E, Thuiston published the Catalogue 
of the My to re C'oini in the Madras Museum. Iii 1909, R. ^. 
Jackson wrote an article ‘Coin Collection Mysore ’, 1 Then 
in 1921, J. R. Henderson brought out a Monograph entitled 
The Vein* of Haider jWi u>iJ Tipu Sultan* In 1957, P. B, 
Rumachaudra Ruo brought out n booklet entitled The Story 
of the Indian Coinage,'’ three of the five chapters of which 
are devoted to lire discussion of ihe coinage of Mysore. 
The appendices also relate lo Mysore coinage. Lately, 
C H. Bitldulph bus discussed some of the Mysore coins.' 
Coinage of janjirn is the subject of one of the papers by 
(j. S. Gyanv , 1 

Coming to Central India, we have a paper from G, S. 
Gynni on some coins of the Siudhins of Gwalior . 1 The 
coins of Downs are described by R. N. Wright. 1 " In a 
smalt note, H. V. Trivedi lias mentioned a copper pattern 
of three muni coin . 11 R. Burn bus described and si lust rated 
seven silver coins of Bujarauggaih.'* 

W. W. Webb described tbs coins of Mewar, Partabgarb, 
Uungurpiir, Brnsawrn, Mar war, Bikaner, Kishungarb, Jaipur, 
Butidi, Kotah, Jhulawar, jatsalmer, Alwur, Kurauli, 
Bharat pur and Dim] pur in a book entitled The Currencies of 
Jtijputant, which was published in iS'Ji. Tlimigb the book 
wu not written from a numismatist's point of view, it 
serves the purpose well and is the only book on the subject to 
bJp the coin collectors. A small book until led Cfins of Martcur 
was compile ) by B X, Ren in 19 f 6 uud is it mo lei on 
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which ttic coinage of native Suites may bn brought together, 
Besides these, we have only itree articles, which describe 
some stray coins of some of the native States of Rajasthan. 
R. M. Antoni described the coins of Jbalawar* Jaipur, and 
Jodhpur mints in 1927 ;* thereafter P. Tlmrburn published 
the coins of Dholpur■ Bundi, Jodhpur atid Manipur. The 
third note was wiitlen by W, Vost, who referred to the coins 
of Jklflwar* 1 

The coins of the Durrani rulers uf the Punjab were first 
described by M. Longworth Dames in two papers i 1 then C. J. 
Rodgers described the cuius of Ahmad Shah Durrani. rliS 
Cntalogws ol the Punjab Museum records n number of coins 
of the rulers of this dynasty. Thereafter, Whitehead published 
a paper in 1908, where he described Some new and interesting 
gold arid silver issues of the Dnrianis, from the iiiiawnlpur 
State Tosha k bantu* In 19 j5, ha published bis most import ant 
work on the Durrani coinage i.e. the third volume of the 
CatalogU* of the Coin* in tin Punjab Muttum, where not Only 
he described the coins in the Punjab Museum but also 
tliGic fiom oilier sources. In nn int reluction, he <1 i^oussod 
the history of the dynasty and the problems of their coinage. 
Soon after, be hud na occassion to see the collections of the 
American Numismatic Society and of P. thoibum, and be put 
together in a paper* those coins that he found interesting 
and worthy of notice. Before the publication of Whitehead's 
Catalog, the only paper that was am Written after 1908 
was one from Jugal Prasad, who described in 19! i n gold com 
of Taimur Shah of Dhakkhr mint, wliich was not known 
till then- 1 liven after the publication of the Catst^Ht, not 
much has come out. Wo have u paper from M. K Thakorc, 

where he has discussal the Ahmndabad corns of Nadir SbaU 

from Ahmad abed mint on the evidence of Mtrat i-Altmadi. 
The author of those lines contributed a paper, where ho las 
described 19 gold coins issued by Ahmad Shab, Taimur Shah 
and Mahmud Shah.* 0 Some of the coins of Mahmud Shah 
are quite unknown in earlier works. 
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The coinage oi Lhe Sikhs, who iiiuil or less succeeded the 
Durranis in the Punjab was described earliest by C J, 
Rodgers iu 1881, where after a brief political history of the 
Sikhs, tbdr coin legends and mints are described, 1 There¬ 
after, in another paper he described the coins of Ilnnju Deo, 
the kiiiLt of Jamatu* W, Irvine wrote about the Patiala 
coins in 1B3S. S Lastly we hnve a paper from R. C. Temple 
on the coins of modem native Chiefs of-the Punjab, where 
be has dealt with the coins of Patiala, Nablm, Jitid, Kaithal, 
and Makrkotlu, 4 That is nil we have till now oti the coinage 
of the Punjab, 

The coinage of Awadh does not seem to have attracted 
the numismatists of nineteenth century. The only notice in 
1 bat period is about the co:nmcTnorn live medal of Ghuziuddiu 
Haider by H, II. Wilson iu ! S42. 4 Thereafter two other 
notes were subscribed on Lliis medal ; one by H. N. Wright 
in 1904* and the other by It. Burn in 194l. T The coinage 
of the Awadh rulers finds mention first only iu lyl2, when 
L. j. Brown wrote a paper about it and described in detail 
the legends and types of the coins issued by various rulers 
of this kingdom.* Prayag Day a l in 1933 brought out the 
Oatuhffue tf tie Ateailh Coin* in the Lnchnmc Muieutn, which 
is the only exhaustive work on the subject and serves as 
reference. On the basis of Ins studies of the Lucknow 
Museum coins, he published about the same time a sepa¬ 
rate note on some unpublished marks, 1 After that we have 
only two notes on this coinage, both written in I94L Jn 
cue, K C. Nigum has drawn attention to the fact that 
Gbnxiuddiu Haider had issued three varieties of coins in 
1231 A.H, and has discussed their order of issue and the 
histoiical implications. 141 In Um of be i paper, V. S. Agra wala 
has desci ibc-d a hoard of Awadh coins found in Suitanpur 
district. 11 It contained four varieties of this coinage. The 
author has drawn the attention to their being issues of 
different authorities. 
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Now coming to the Coinage of tba European Trading 
Companies, who ill course of tim * wielded 1 « part 

or the other anti issued their own corns, we face the same 
difficulty. Not much attention has bean given even to these 
coins. In case of the coinage of the ! rench and the Dn _ i, 
hardly anything has been written tn this country. We find, 
only a chapter about each of Lhese m Desikachuri s book 
sjth Itditn Vein*. U Europe also we have not much 
literature. Indo French coins have bund at entio(i only_of 

E 2fty, h, hi, *-* ««*; V "*££ tT sTatfph 
which was published in , itr „f c.,,-,.♦ 

has published a paper on a com u J Sbub jahauJUbnin^ 
mint dated in bis first regnal ye.r- ft is co.mler mrked w th 
letters C.F. within an oval. The author believes that the 
letters stand for (Wwti Fwmitow and it WiiS comiLetst. ude 
by the French authorities, 1 As regards the Dutch 
our source of Information is sobly con fried to a P" ^ . L , 
only in 195 i by C, Scboiten, entitled The Lmn* «f the IhUeh 
Overturn I'trriiorkt, This was cm her published tu 1M0 ® 
Dutch. The book deals, in its chapter X, with the corns of 
the Dutch United East India Company in_ India and CejIon 
and describes the coins issued from Fulicatc, Nflgnpalcm, 
Masnlrontem, Pondicherry, Cochin. Tuttconn and Ceyloj. 
Recently, C. H. Bfddulph b is published some 
coins ot the Dutch East India Company and their broekagea. 

The Danish coins of India, which were issued from a 
little known small territory of Trumjuebar, hits got compa¬ 
ratively more attention fiOA the numismatist*. In India, 
Destkochari and Rangndiari jointly contributed a paper 
rm this coinage first in D>8b-89* mid then a gam in lb% . 
They have also included n chapter oil this coinage in their 
book South Inlun (Una. In 1«H, E. HultMch mo to • paper 
about the Indo-Danlsb coins and described 32 “ ‘ 

Later, in 193-1,11. Herns described some coins ol this scries 
with all «levent information. Amongst the European 
publications, the Indian numismatists seem to be a ware on r 
the Sale-Catalogue cl the collection of H. I. Grogan, wh 

ta,dcLibid1L .. coins of tbe * ™ 

two plates. But there is another book op the subject entitled 
r,ir JUuit-r by Vilhelm Bergsoe. Latest work on the 
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subject is a book entitled the same us above by J. C. Holm 
which was published in 1956 from Copenhagen, 

As regards the Iodo-Portuguese coins, the earliest attempt 
was made by J, G. Du Cuuhrt, who contributed four articles 
under the title “Contributions to the Study of In ^Portuguese 
Numismatics. 1 In lilO, A. C. Teixeim <Ie Artigno wrote 
about the Indo-Portuguese coinage in the /), scriptm* g, r rf e 
hittvria da* tn <i Ji# etHlWdl tn nemo Jo* Reit, lUfjtnlto e 
Qmrndtimt tii Potiugil, volume III, published from 
Libson. Then If. Thurston published *a catalogue of the 
coins ot Madras Government Museum in I HIM, where he 
included IndfrPortuguese Coins along with the Roman and 
Ceylon coins, But this is no more than, a list. An exhaustive 
woik on the subject was published in 1901 by Mauul 
jynkuim da Compos under the title Ifuminnatka Indo- 
1'mutpm i. Thereafter, we have a valuable series of articles 
from H, T, Grogan on the silver mid gold coins of Goa and 
the silver issues of Diu in the rVumiirmat/e Circular (London). 
A paper on the silver issues ol Diu miul was also published 
by IK A. Fernandas in llHl; but it contains nothing more 
tlmn What Grogan had written in his paper. After this, nothing 
seems to have been done in the field either in India or in 
Portugal or anywhere else; for we find that the sale catalogue 
of II. T. Grogan's collection, published by Sbuknann 
in 1914, is even today looked as a source of information on the 
Indo-Portuguese coins nud is in so much demand that the 
auctioneers of that collection thought it worthwhile to reprint 
the ponion of the sulc-cntnlugue relating to Indo-Portnguese 
coins only a few ycais back. However, it seems that the 
new generation of the numismatists in Portugal has begun to 
Lake interest in their colonial coins, We find now and then 
small notes on the- Indo-Poitugucse coins in the jVummwi, a 
Portuguese Journal of Numismatics, from the pen of Jontjnfin 
Fronteitu. But how much work in the field has been .lone 
in Portugal cannot be estimated as information about them 
is lacking in India, it is necessary that n survey be made 
in this direction and a hand-book of Iiido'Portuguese 
numismatics be published to arouse Interest in the subject 
in India. 

Earliest available notice of the coinage of the British 
issued in India, is from the pen of E, Thomas. 1 He 
contributed a paper in 1882 on the coinage of the East 
India Company of Bombay under the Charters of Charles II.* 
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The same paper with some elaboration was republished "oxt 
vear* 1 Then we have the niest informative work on the 
subject from the pen o{ E, Thurston, who published m lb89 
the lfaforv of the OUtiaye of the TtneUfirv* of the Ami ifidiit 
Company in tb Indian /'wuniuhi. This is bused oil the itcords 
llvst were then available with lbs Madras mint. Later he 
published an article entitled "Notu on the history of the East 
India Co. Coinage from 1753 to IS53 1 based on the records 
available with the Calcutta mint. 1 A similar work on the 
basis of the records in the Bombay mint, would have been 
equally valuable. Thurston desired of such work being 
published t hut so far nothing has come out. the author of 
these lilies tried to tiud nut if uny old records are Still 
available with the Bombay mint, but was disappointed to 
know that there was hardly fmy. 

In 18S9, J Atkins brought out a big volume entitled Coins 
trriJ Take* i* of tb Poiteithnt and f.Veniri oj Itriiuh Empire, Here 
with a brief introduction, he has listed nil the coins that Lie 
knew of Madras, Bombay and Bengal, and it is a valuable 
reference work. In 1399, A. Westcott published two papers 
on the copper coins ol Madras presidency 1 which give valu¬ 
able information, but much of their utility is lost as the 
coins are not illustrated. 

Thereafter, we have only a few articles on ibe ludo- 
British coins, that were published at long intervals, in 190 J. 
J,M. C. Johnston contributed n papa entitled "Coinage of 
the East India Company M i showing the distinctions between 
the coins issued by E, 1 Co., anil the Mughal and local 
authorities.* He alio described viuiws coins issued from 
Murshtdiibnd, Banoras, Furukhnbad, Surat and Musnliputum. 
Then in 1912, E. V, ^ambaiir contributed a small note on a 
coin which he considered the earliest British issue of MurshL 
dabud mint A In 1921, C E. Katwnl brought lo notice a 
half rupee of Charles 11 of Bomb iy.‘ Thou lor about thirty 
years we hear nulling about the ludoEnglish coins from 
the pen of numismatists, In 1919, we find again a note from 
S. C. U pa Ah y ay rt on the Copper coins of Bombay Mint 
(1 6-^9-167 7), 1 In 19:5, lv R Vijaynraghnvnn wrote a note 
on the old Star Pagodas of Madias and from documents, tried 
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to notice tlie probable dates of their Issue. 1 During the 
years l956'5S, E. Wodnk wrote three iukrerting mid iulor- 
mativc articles. One related to the Bale Marks of the East 
[mlia Company that is found on the coinsthe second 
dealt with the rupees dated 1862* which were issued over a 
number of years and have some distinguishing dots for the 
different years of their i<$oc ; and the third describes those 
coins which Janus fiiuccp bus issued on behalf of the East 
India Company frtrni Hull la mint 1 . A small note on the 
modern Indian monetary system was contributed by II. A. 
Cahti in German * 'i hen we have the hi leu sting til tide of 
C. II. Hiddulph, published in l'.>55*, vrheie Ll* has analysed 
the coins of vaiious mints of the south and attempted to 
distinguish from amongst (km those that Were issued by the 
East India Company, French and the Nawubs of Arcot. In 
I960, we have horn him an interesting note, in which he 
has brought, to light some copper coins that were issued by 
tbe British at Kandahar. 1 Some silver coins of the Mughal 
pattern issued by the East India Company from Bombay 
in the name of the British sovereign King William III nnrl 
()ueen may have been described by the author of ibis note.* 

The Indo-British coins that were being issued after 
1855, from year to year, from the mints at Madras, Calcutta 
and Bombay, hail been regularly announced in turnII notes 
in the Columns of A’amr'iirirtHe t'faoniSt and finnish at times 
very useful infer mat ion. These coins are also found briefly 
noticed in the Catalogues and books Hint are published for 
the use of coin-col lector s by various publishers and coin- 
dealers. But neentty, two good books, one by H. W. Lint car 
entitled Hr it it ft Ci.vuHommatth Voin» and the oibtt by L V.W. 
Wrig til entitled Coloniii and Common wraith Voint, have come 
out, which contain some useful material about the modern 
Indian Cains, 

Some of the Engltsli if sues of Indm, wei e Co miter marked 
by other authorities for currency in their own territories. 
Such coins arc also interesting Ictm the point of view of 
Indian numismatics; but it stems nothing has been done 
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in this direction. Recently, two papers, touching this branch 
of numismatics, have come out. One, written by F. Prid* 
more, was published in 1959, 1 It rfcitis to certain silver 
rupees atitl quarter rupees ot Madras, which were counter- 
marked for use in Ceylon. The oilier paper is by the 
author of this note ami refers to n counterniarkcd coin of 
Queen Victoria. 1 

P:ilterns of coins, that are prepared by the minis for 
final selection of an issue, rarely come to the notice of the 
numismatists and coin-collectors. Yet, they are valuable 
material for a numismatist. Unfortunately, no attention 
has been paid in this direction. Recently, H. Linecnr 
published a paper on some Indian patterns, which were 
prepared during last twenty-five or thirty years. 4 

Coin-weights arc another sub-branch of numismatics. 
They have recently found the attention of C, H. Biddulpb, 
who has published two notes on them.' 

Lastly, in n paper, this author has dealt with the anti- 
quity of the coin Anna. 11 

On the whole, what has been done in the field of 
modern Indian numismatogrnphy, is far from satisfactory. 
It is necessary that the Government of India and their 
mints should take on active interest in enlivening the interest 
in modern Indian numismatics by publishing adequate 
informations about their issues and activities. National 
archives should also take steps io release the interesting 
material on the coinage and currency of this country, that 
is now lying buried in the files deposited in it. At the same 
time, it is also essential that the museums and the coin* 
collectors should come forward and bring to light the 
material they have in their collection. 
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IN DO-BRITISH COINS SINCE 1835 

A, JV. LAfURt 

The epoch-making reform of lb* British Indmn coinage 
took place m 1835 on the recommendation of James Prinsep, 1 2 
tbe father of Indian paleography mid numismatics, Weight, 
sJjse tt nd fineness of the coins of all metals nnd denominations 
were standardized 1 in that year. The tda of 180 grains 
became the standard unit of weight for coining and other 
purposes- Thus* the mohar in gold, the rape* in silver 

and the quarter anna in Copper were all struck in a uniform 
weight-standard. The type*, of course, were different on 
coins of different metals, 3 4 

We propose in this paper to make n somewhat detailed 
chronological study of 112 years'minting activities in India 
from the days of King William IV to those of King George VI, 
.or precisely horn 1835 to 1917, the year of Indian Independ¬ 
ence. During these years, the rupee, India's standard 
monetary unit, gained an international popularity, so much 
so that rupee coins hud been (and are being) struck m 
places far away from India/ 

L Jirnies Prmsep (1799-l840f, earlier the Master of the 
Benares Mint, was then the Assay Master of the Calcutta 
Mbit, lie was also the Secretary of the Asialic Society 
of Bengal and started the world-famous journal of the 
Society* lie made a pioneer and the Fust scientific study 
of Indian coins, both ancient uud modern, lb’ has become 
immortal by deciphering most of the letters of the Brutimi 
and Kharashlhl alphabets. 

2, Previously there Were numerous series of coins of 
different weights, bizes and fineness, the position 
being chaotic* 

3, +l . bH So os to fully distinguish them from one another,, 
and prevent fraud and imposition by gilding or silvering 1 *, 

IS93* p. 82. Cl List of Coins (Appendix) : 
Types Nos, |, 3 and 6, Henceforth Ty pe numbers will 
be given in brooklets. 

4, See the author's paper, 1 Rupee Coins Abroad*’* JfJVjJf/i 
XIX, ppw 5y-70 and Pbiles V-V!. Rupee coins with the 
lower denominations wlll- (and arc still in some cnsMl 
struck in Afghanistan, Burma* German Bast Africa, 
lEalian Sct-Hiafilandi Java* MnurUius, Mombiisj* Nepal; 
Pakistan, Portuguese India, Scychlllcs and Tibet* 






1%J] 


INDO URITLSH COINS SINCE 1S35 


91 


William IV (1765*1837) 

William IV was the third ton of King George Ill- He 
tended the throne of the United Kingdom of threat Britain 
rt r,d Ireland on £6 June 1S30 i» succession to Ins brother 
George IV. He had very little to do with the ncUial S overil * 
S3t ol Indian territories, the Board of Directors ole 
l/ !lSt India Company exercising real power- hoiiis m India 
VVHL of course, struck in the name of King William IV, 
Ullt l cr the auspices of tlie East India Company It WfS. 
t ., -nr iluriiiff ihu rtitin of Willi tun IV thut ihe Indictii 
cm *ency saw its most rwiarkftbto leform. King William IV 
dkd on 20 June IS37, 

Coins were minted in the three usual metals-gold. 
si Wi mid copper. The denominations were: the double 
Si single nudUiu gold, the full, half and quarter rupee 
in silver and the hull, quarter and one twelfth anna piece 
in copper. Gold and silver coins of nil denominations had. 
straight milling, while the copper pieces wore uWniUe^ 
Coins of all metals bore the date 1835, though struck bttween 
the years IS35 and 1539. 

There were different designs Tor coins of different metals. 
While the obverse of both gold and silver coins bore the 
'effigy of the king/ llmt of the copper coins depicted the 
Company’s Coat-of-W 1 on tW other hand, the ravers 
of the gold coins had the- figure of ‘lion and that of both 
silver and copper coins bore a ‘laurel wreath/ 

The head of the king is depicted as facing rtffU in 

consonance With the British custom, according to which the 
royal effigy on coins changes sides with each reign. The 
,oyal head does net wear a crown, again m conformity with 


1. 

2- 

3. 

4. 


Straight milling seems to have been introduced in the 
Company's Muslim-type gold ntn! silver coins m about 
1515. See S Lams-Poole, ZtlfC (jf/utfAiif Calm), p cm. 
The same dies, uith the dale 1835 unaltered, wew used 
for striking coins until 1840, w l« n ^ with the 

date 1840 replaced them. 

Composed of two dusters interlaced at the bottom. 

Thus, while the head of William IV is to the rfpAf. that 
of Victoria is to the left, mid so on, Them is. however, 
nothing abnormal in the apparent anomaly m ^ Repletion 

of the bust of Georg* Vl which faces UJl like that of 
George V; this is because of the fact he was preceded by 
lyiward VU, whose coins, If struck, would bear the bust 

fadiig rlpAf, 
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the custom the a prevailing in the realms of the British 
Empire- 1 

The Company's Coat-ohArms, as seen on the obverse 
coins, constated of {ns on the previous Bombay and 
Madras copper issues)* a crossed shield with two supporting 
tons on the left and righL arid :i crest lion On the top, flanked 
by two Union jacks; ti scroll placed b low the shield bore 
the Company's motto in La lie —al sp : reg ; sen j an cl 1 

The reverse of the gold coins bare the figure of the 
L-ion, '<m appropriate type of sovereignly', 'completely {oca- 
hsed by the ever-flonnslimg Palm, mi Asiatic though ancient 
tasteful emblem of perpetuity/' The reverse of the silver 
and copper Coins had in (he centre the value of the respective 
denomination* mi English and Persian, encircled by a 'laurel 
wreath above which was the legend; east India company. 

Gold and silver coins boro on the obverse the king's 
name andepitLet ; WILLIAM tin, KING. Copper coins Cdn 
without the royal portrait) did not bear his name. ^ 


Victoria (1819*1901) 

0««n Vi c | 0rill jfcj o»* 2 J ,bo *‘ 


it 


3 . 

4, 


Uptothe time or William IV, neither the coins of CreaT 

•cS D t!rf, a h y?f B,iU " h to1onics hre tbl 

rnvSTmL ! SS " e5a ^ C ° r Vfc| W« P^h.ip s show the 
„i'l h;,' 1 ' ' rn ' V|1Cf ; these are the coins or the Gothic 

Tiii s Sit U T\ ' ICk tM QOmtntm °™te Victoria’s Jubilee. 

•sssf^xur* <A,,5pici “ s Reisn 

Tlicsif jirt tlje actuiit wording of i dm , n * 

™c™™„dcd ih, Ltowud-pS \J: 

power erasri on I Kovembcr 

Britoin and .tacSo” i/T ' Q “““ " f «"•* 
was transferred <o the 'Cm!!' Cove ';'' IRC " t cf India 

- “>"■ ^ JSri£$f s*s 
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The First Series of Victoria's coins {1$4Q-1861) 1 were 
a Iso issued under the mi spices of tin E;ijt India Company 
and followed the pattern of the Willi mu IV coinage. The 
types were: Burt and fAoit for gold, liittt and Wreath for 
silver and Coat-of~Armt and IFfviitft for copper. There were two 
Varieties with regard to the depiction of the Queen's head ou 
both gold mid silver Coins, Coins of the Gist variety have 
n ilytiHg broader flan :md the Queen's Somewhat elongated 
head with the legend- Victoria QUE&n —written con* 
linnoitsly, while of the second variety have the norms!-sized 
flan and the Queen’s head designed by W. Wynn, the then 
artist of the Royal Mint, London, whose initials—*W,W.“ 
in iniscroscopic characters—'they bear on the truncation of 
the Queen’s head, the legend being written in two purls 
(VICTORIA to the left and oueij.S lo the right of the royal 
effigy). Of the First Series, there was no double-mohair, while 
fin mi mi I ted two-anna 1 coin in silver and a half piece 1 in 
copper were introduced in 1341 and 1853 respectively. 

Coins of the Second Series were struck from 1862 to 1876. 
Irrespective of metals, they all bear on the obverse the Queen’s 
'Crowned bust' with the legend written in two parts— 
VICTORIA LO the left and queen to the right. The reverse 
designs of the coins of all metals also changed. The name 
of the east india COMPANY disappeared from the reverse, 
and instead the name or the issuing country, viz. INDIA, was 
intioduced. The value and date were written in English 
alone 1 within newly designed flora! wreaths. The floral 
design of gold and copper coins Was similar, thoroughly distinct 
from that of the silver issues* 

Two liew iknomituilions in gold — 1 he two-Lhinl and one* 
third moblirs equivalent to 10 and 5 rupees respectively—were 


not at once indicate such a change; for the some dies 
prepared under the an spices of the East India Company 
and without effecting necessary change hi date acre used 
lor striking colas, until they acre replaced by their 1862 
counterparts, 

1. They are accordingly know n as 'Large Victoria' pieces. 

2 . These small silver Two-anna pieces were of plain edge 
like the Company's gold and sliver coins struck in 
1833 nud 1834. 

3. This L the only coin struck under the auspices of the 
E.I.Co. not ta bear the value tn Persian, 

4. k seems, the use of Persian on coins was not favoured, 
hence thu use of Englh-h alone. 

3. The flora] wreaths w re mure of mi artisticprotionCud 
than of any representation of a botanical specimen. 
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introduced in 1S70. 1 But there was no change in the 
number of denomination* either of silver or of copper issues- 

With regard to silver coinSj there were two slight varia¬ 
tions in the design of the upper point of the fiomt wreath ; 
one known its the ‘Calcutta design 1 has a pointed leaf, while 
the other known as the 'Bombay design' has a rjuni one. 1 

There Was an interesting rumour regarding certain 
microscopic dots seen m the rupee coins with the date 1062™ 
occuring either 1 a hove the lower flowed or 'simultaneously 
above the lower flower mni la-low the upper leaves 1 of the 
reverse design 1 It was believed tbiU a master forger most 
meticulously minted a few lacs of rupees ami put these dots 
as his private marks, each dot denoting each lac of coins he 
counterfeited !* It was naturally u scandalous rumour* and 
the position was ultimately cleared up in 1939. 

As it matter of fact* all these 1002 rupees were pro- 
duels oE the GovernrnetU mints. Though bearing the date 
1862* they were minted between 1562 and 1873. The dots 
were the secret marks of the mints to denote the particular 
years of minting. Coins struck in 1862 itself did not bear 
any dot* while for each subsequent year one dot was put. 
Thus, coins struck in 1063 bore one dot only, those struck 
in 1364 bore two dots* others produced m 1065 have three 
dots, and so on, until the number of dots became eleven for 
the coins of 1873- This curious but secret arrangement was 
evolved from the system of the \5onai rupees" (or rupees of 
years) from which the mints of Indian princes derived their 


1. Tin* gold coins oF the Second Series were struck in 
1870 only. 

2. Dies prepared from the matrices and punches sent from 
England for the 1S62 silver rupee were not found 
suitable for technical reasons. So new dies were pre¬ 
pared at the Calcutta Mint closely imitating the English 
design, hut with minute variation in the reverse floral 
wreath ; the topmost leaf was mode 'pointed' instead of 
•round'* The design with the 'pointed' leaf was adopted 
for the Calcutta Mint, and that with the * round* leaf 
for the Bombay Mint. 

3. The lower flower generally hears one to ten dobs. On 
some corns, however, three dots occur either above the 
lower flower* or two dots below the upper leaf and one 
dot above the lower flower, and on some other coins ten 
dots occur above the lower leaf and one dot below the 
upper flower. 

4. At least this is what I heard from my father in about 

1928, 
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profits. New rupees were apparently issued at a premium, 
which diminished annually lor a few years and eventually 
became'Sonuts 1 2 3 4 (or of standard value). 1 Since 1S74, how¬ 
ever, the arrangement of pulling dots on rupee coins for 
denoting the actual year of mintage was discontinued. 1 

The Third Series of Victoria's coins started with her 
assumption of the epithet empress on 1 January 1577, 
Irrespective of metals, coins of ibis Senes are exactly 
like t heir Second Set its counterparts, The only change 
effected was with regard to the epithet, which was now 
EMPRESS (instead of QUEEN). There was no change in the 
number of denominations of the Coins ol the respective metals. 
The full, two-third mid one-third mokars in gold and the 
half anna in copper were discontinued after 1889* and 1891 
respectively. 

Edward VII (1841-1901) 

Edward VII succeeded to the throne on 22 January 1901 
on the death of his mother Queen Victoria. His coronation 
originally planned for lb June I90i had to he postponed due 
to his sudden illness, hot eventually took place on 9 August 
iti the same year. He died on ft May 1910, 

No gold coin was issued during his reign- There were 
four denominations in silver and three in copper or bronze. 1 
But a coin in a new metal and of a new denomination wns 

1. Cf. also C, J. Brawn, FA* t’otna of India, p 103, note 
1, regarding the fixation of Regnal years of Muslim*type 
coins issued by the EsiSt India Company : “This was to 
stop speculation on the part of money-changers, bunkers 
and revenue collectors, who made a rebate on alt rupees 
not of the current year.” It is therefore assumed that 
the Government of India coinage tended also to vary in 
value with Llic year appealing on the issue, and the 
system of secret Mini signs was in consdpjence evolved 
to combat this evil, 

2. A dot as a murk of the Bombay Mint, however, bus been 
used on Inter coins of all denominations. On different 
coins this dot occurs at different places. 

3. As a mailer of foci, during the Third Series period 
(18774901), gold coins seem to have been struck truly in 
1SS9. 

4. Bronze is composed mainly of copper and a slight 
admixture of tin and zinc. The composition varied at 
different times: (1.! 95 per ceni copper, 4 per eenttin, 
1 pur cent zinc since 1906; (2) 95 5 per cent copper, 
3 per cent tin, 1.5 per cent zinc since May 1936 ; and (J; 
97 per cent copper, 0 5 per cent tin, 2'5 per cent zinc 
since January 1943, 
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introduced iu 1907 ; H h the cupro nickel 1-anna piece 
wish ecilI loped edge, 1 * 3 4 5 ccrnTposcd of 75 pec cent copper and 
25 per cent nickel. 

The obverse of the coins of Edward Vll (with a single 
exception) bear his tffigy which on silver and copper (or 
bronze) pieces is without a crown* Concerning this there me 
still some funny stories current* It is rumoured that due 
to some mischievous and obstinate acts on the part of young 
Edward -.thui called Albert), Queen Victoria dented him the 
right to wear a crown cn strike coins with Isis crowned 
effigy* 1 Unt the inventors of such stories did not know 
that King Edward VII actually wore n crown like other 
sovereigns and that coins with his 'ciowned bust' were 
minted not only in other British territories but also in India 
proper! The newly Introduced cupronickel l-anim coins 
depicted Edward's crowned bust on the obverse* 

The reason Is not far to seek. All the dies for the 
silver and copper (or bronze) coins were executed prior to 
the coronation of Edward VII; hence the royal effigy on 
these coins is depicted as 'uncrowned". The Tudor Crown* 
however, is significantly depicted on silver coins as sur* 
mounting the reverse design consisting of the values etc, 
flanked by floral clusters representative of the Indian Lotus, 
The case with the 1-anna cu pro-nick a I coins was different- 
Originally designed in 1905** these coins were struck for 
circulation m 1907 —long after the coronation; hence the 
effigy is crowned. As a mat ter of fact, a 'Pattern" rupee* 
was actually designed hi J91i> t on the obverse of which the 
bust of King Edward VII is depicted as weiring a crown, 
but due to the sudden death of the king such coins weie 
not put into circulation* 

However, the cupronickel 1-fimm piece, otherwise 
obscure,* is interesting for more reasons than one. Besides 

1* Minor coins with sen I temped idge have been issued in 
many coaoifu s viz. Cyprus, Egypt, Iraq, Mauritius, Muscat 
and Oman, Pakistan, Seydiilles, Turkey. The earliest 
ia possibly Ihe silver 3-bit piece oF British Guiana, cut 
ulT from the 1796 J-guilder pieces, Indian 4-anna CN 
coins also have scalloped edge 

2* Similar stories were current not only in the Northern 
parts of India, but also in the South. 

3. As known from "Pattern' specimens, 

4. Specimen pieces not nppiovcd for mass^cate production 
ate culled ’Patient 1 coins. 

5. Generatefound in poor condition and with the legends 
rubbed o!T, these Edward Ylt 1-aana coins are taken by 
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Its above obverse characteristics, it introduced some new 
features for the reverse not only for itself but also for all 
subsequent cupronickel issues of dEfferent denominations, 1 
The value was indicated by numerical symbol in English 
which was enclosed by a square scroll p while on the four 
sides of the scroll the same value was written in Persian, 1 
Hindi, Bengali and Teltigu* 

Edward VII assumed the epithets -king and EittEHOR 1 . 
being the "King of Great Britain ami Ireland* and ‘Emperor 
of India V 

George V (1865-1936) 

George V succeeded to the throne on 6 May 1910 on the 
death of his father Edward VIII and was proclaimed King 
after three days. He was crowned m Louden on 22 June 1911, 
and again in December the same year# when he visited 
India, another crowining ceremony was gone through at a 
Darbar at Delhi- 1 He died on 20 January 1936* 

Coins were struck in tbe name of George V from 1911 
to 1936* In gold, a special 15-rupee piece was issued only 
once in 1918/ Coins of the four denominations in silver 
were struck regularly from 1911 to 1917# The two anna 
piece was discontinued from 1918 and was replaced by a 
square ciiprCHiickel 2-anna bit. In 1919, the other two corns 
of lower denomination* viz tbe quarter and half rupee pieces, 
were also sought to be replaced by their cupro nickel 4 -anna 
anil 8-anna counterparts f but the new cupronickel pieces 
were not so popular. While the former coin was min led for 
a period of three years, the latter Was discontinued after the 
first year of mintage ; and both the quarter and half rupee 

laymen for the George V coins as being wrongly struck 
with I he bust facing ft ght [instead of t+ft\ 

L This is true of all copper-nickel as well ns nickel- 
bronze coins, 

% Urdu replaced ('errian from the time of George V. ^ 

3. It is interesting to nolo that the thrones used by King 
George V and Queen Mary at the Delhi Durbar were casL 
in silver at the Calcutta Mint. 96,000 old rupees being 
melted for the purpose ! Ser jVfirn. fittppL, XLH1* p. 21. 

4. For paying the price of wheat purchased from the Pun jab. 

5 . These "coins are respectively of square, scalloped nnrl 
round shape- They were to replace the silver two anna, 
quarter rupee and half rupee coins ; but while the cupfo 
nickel 2-amin coin continued to be minted from 1 1 1 S3 
onward, the -4 anna piece was struck from ' ■' to 1 . «l 
and the S-ctnnn coin was minted only in 19 E, 

S3 
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silver coins were reissued afterwards. Rupee, the highest 
denomination in silver, was, however, discontinued from J932. 
In copper, nil the three denominations tviz, picc, 1}2 pice 
and pie) were regularly minted upto the end of George V’s 
reign, in cupronickel, the 1-anna piece, started in 1907, was 
also continued like the new square 2-anna bit, 

All the coins of George V bear his crowned bust on, the 
obverse. Only the reverse designs call for special attention. 
The ilornl design of the !5-rupee gold coin was new, while 
that of the silver coins WuS adopted from the Horn I design of 
the 1910 ‘Pattern’ rupee of Edward VII, which bore his 
Crowned bust. Thu floral design of the bronze coins, as 
already noted, was adopted from that of Victoria’s 
gold coins of the Second Series, The reverse designs of the 
cupro nickel coins followed the pattern of the 1-anna coin of 
Edward VII j the respite Live values in English were enclosed 
in square scrolls, on the four outer sides of which the respec¬ 
tive values were also written in Urdu, Hindi, Bengali and 
Tejugii ; only the shapes of the scrolls were a little different 
on coins of different denominations, 

"While the wreaths of the gold and bronze coins were 
merely ornamental, that of the silver coins represents the 
interlacing of the three floral emblems of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland—the Rosa of England, the 
Thistle of Scotland and the Shamrock of Ireland—all sur¬ 
mounted by the floral emblem of India, the Lotus, 

It will not be out of place to recount the unfortunate 
plight of the silver issues of 1911, otherwise known as the 
■Pig coins , It so happened that the tiny elephant occurring 
Cm the mail of George V was executed in a cureless manner, 
so much so i hat it looked more lik<* a 'pig' than like ■*., 
elephant. No sooner the coins wete put into circulation than 
there was u widespread resentment amongst the members of 
the musltra community, As a result, the Government had to 
stop the circulation of these ‘Pig coins’.* They are rather 
rare and are m good demand amongst the collectors of Europe 
and America. r 


Edward VIII (1894- ) 

Ed win d VU1 succeeded to the throne on 20 January 1934 
on the death of his father George V, But before his corona¬ 
tion he abdicated (on 10 December the same year) in favour 


L ™V‘ piS f" is , m,Jc kw * n * present, and I got 
specimen from the house of Muslim friend. 
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of his brother, II. R. EL the Duke of York, Inter on King 
George VI. 

No coins were struck in hjs name. 1 2 * 

George VI (1895*1952) 

George VI succeeded to the throne on 11 December 1936 
outlie abdication ol bis elder brother lid ward V III, and was 
crowned on 12 May 1937. During his reign, India regained 
her Freedom from the yoke of the Hi ilish rule on 15 August 
1947, after which date British coins were discontinued. 
George VI died on 6 February 1952. 

During the brief sway of George VI— prior to the Indian 
Independence— several experiments were carried out with the 
coining metals. While no gold coins were issued, silver coins 
of tliL- denominations of rupee, half-rupee and quarter-rupee 
—hearing the king's crowned 'head' and floral design—were 
sparingly minted with the dates 19JS-* All these coins had 
Straight milling like their respective counterparts issued since 
1835. Quarieriniry silver or the so culled Q-metal (composed 
of 50 per cent silver, 40 per cent copper, 5 per cent nickel and 
5 per centzinc) was introduced in 1940 and used opto 1945 
for making coins of the preceding three denominations. On 
these Q-metnl coins, the 'security edge' 4 gradually replaced the 
usual straight milling. In 1946, nickel pure was introduced 
to replace ^)-nielal, efficacy of nickel being proved by the 
fact that due to its very high melting point coins made out 
of it are difficult to counterfeit. Rupee, half-rupee and 
quarter-rupee pieces were minted in nickel during the 1916-4 7 
period. They bear on the obverse the usual 'crowned head of 
George VC, but the figure of ‘a tiger standing to left' iu places 
the usual floral wealh of the reverse. The rupee, half-rupee 
and quarter-rupee coins are, ns before, of the weights of 180, 
90, 43 grains Troy respectively ; but the rupee alone is of 
slightly smaller size and lias the ‘security edge’, while the 
half-rupee and quarter-rupee pieces are of the normal sizes 

1. In Kutch, however, some silver coins were stmetr with 
the name of Edward VllL 

2, For coins other than i upecs the rovnl head was designed 
to both high and low relief. 

3- Rupee coins with the dates 1938 and 1939 were actually 
minted in 1940 at the Bombay Mint. 

4. "Security edge' was earlier used on the Mauritius rupees 
of 1934. However, for Indian coins 'security edge" was 
introduced on rupees in 1940, ou half-rupees in 1941 aud 
on quarter-rupees hi 1943. 
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nml have straight milling. Besides English and Urdu, Hindi 1 
also was used to express the values of these coins. 

Cupro nickel was used for minting 2'unn.a and l-nnna 
pieces from 1939 to 1941, A new metal, generally called 
nickchbrass but composed of 79 percent copper, t per cent 
nickel and 20 per cent .fine, was introduced in 1942 to replace 
c it pro-nickel. This compound metal was used for minting not 
only the 2-anna and 1-annu coins but also a newly introduced 
coin of the denomination 2-anna, which is a smaller version of 
the square nt)a piece. Cupronickel was re-introduced in 
191J to replace nickel-bruize, and was used for two years for 
coining all the preceding three minor issues, 

. I lie normal-sized bronze coins of the denominations of 
pice, half-pice and pie were struck from 1938 to 1542, The 
imlf-pice and pic were discontinued from 1943, and newly 
designed pice, much reduced in size and weight and with a 
central hole, was issued from 1943 to 1947. This coin bears 
on the obverse the crown, value in English, Hindi and Urdu, 
tpe name of the country {INDIA) and date, while the reverse 
simply has nu elaborately ornamental wreath of vine leaf, 

With the issues of the 1946-47 period ultimately came 
the end of the British coinage in India; but the legacy 
continued, and the Government of free India started issuing 
in 1950 a new series of coins precisely in the same metals 
and of the same denominations-'—only with suitable 
changes in the obverse and reverse designs. 

LIST OF COINS 


William IV (1830-1837) 

Gp/J 

1. A/. Rd. Two Mofuirt: Wfc 360 grs, Sz, 1*3 in. Straight 
nulling, b 

Obe. In raised rim and pellet border, uncrowned head 
of king to r. Legend above : (i) william (r.) ntt, 
king (below) 1835. 


1. 

2 . 

3. 


This was the Erst time that Hindi was used to give the 
values of coins of higher cknominations. 

Tliej- are popularly termed ‘washer coins’. 
l“£V; W,d .WtenrupoB in nickel; 2-annas, 

bran** in - Cu P r( W>*k«l I and pice atone io 

bnS htjj/Jd P1CC ' th ° U * h ° f lhc sizs o( thu 1 943-47 pice. 
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R*C, In raised rim and pellet border, lion standing to 1. 
behind palm-tree. Legend : (above! EAST INDIA 
COMPANY (in exergue) TWO MOHUKS/raliic in 
Persian. 

2. .V, Rd. One Mobar: Wt. ISO grs. SxLOin. Straight 

milling. 

Oho. In pellet border, uncrowned head of king to r. 
and legend, as on No. 1. 

ReO. In pellet border, lion etc. and legend, as on No. 1, 
but value, OMR MOHUK/Us Persian equivalent. 

Stiver 

3. At, Rd. One Rupee: Wt. ISO grt. 5/. 12 in. Straight 

milling. 

Oho. In pellet border, uncrowned head of king to r. 
and legend, as on No. 1. 

Reo. Within a floral wreath, value: ONE RUPEE and 
its equivalent in Persian. Legend around : (above) 
EAST IS0IA COMPANY (below) 1835. The whole 
in pellet border. 

4. At. Rd. Half Rupee: Wt. 90 grs. Sx '95 in. Straight 

milling. 

Obo. hi pellet border, uncrowned head of king to r. and 
legend, as on No. 1. 

Reo, In pellet border, wreath and legend, ns on No. 3, 
but value; HALP/RuPEE/ils Persian equivalent. 

5. At. Rd. £ Rupee: Wt. ‘5 grs, Sx -?5 in. Straight 

milling. 

Obo. In pellet border, uncrowned head of king and 
legend, as on No. 1 • 

Re&. In pellet border, wreath and legend, as on No. 3, 
but valtte, Jf RUPEE, ’and its equivalent io Persian. 

Copper 

6. JE. Rd. Half Anna : Wt. 200 grs. Sr. M in. Unmilled. 

Obc. On an ornamental stand, Company's Coat-of-Arms 
consisting of the crr&Sed shield, with two support¬ 
ing lions on r. and I., and a crest-lion flanked 
by Union jacks on top. Below date, 1835 and 
scroll with the Latin legend, AUSP ; REG: & 
sen ; ang j The whole in raised rim. 


i6s 


N-S.I. GOLDEN JULILEE VOLUME [JNSJ, XXIU 

Rev. In raised rim, floral wreath, between the upper 
points of which is the value in Persian; English 
legend ; (within wreath? HALF ANNA (above 

wreath) east India company. 

7. M, R<L One Quarter Anna: Wt. 100 grs, Sz. I 0 in. 

U nmilled. 

OfctJ, In raised rim, Coal-of-Arms, etc., ns on No. 6. 

Pec. In raised rim, wreath and etc., ns on No. 6, but 
value, one quarter ansa within wreath, and 
between its two upper points equivalent value in 
Persian. 

8 . jTl. Rd. Anna: Wt. 33 ^ grs. Sz, 65 in, Unmilled. 

Obo. In raised rim, Coat-of-Anus, etc,, as on No. 6, 

!?«?. In raised rim, wreath etc,, as on No. 6, but value 
within wreath: ^/anna/Hs Persian equivalent. 


Victoria (1837-1901) 

FIRST SERIES 

Geld 

9. A/, R& On* Mohnr: Wt. 180 gra. Sz. 10 in. Straight 
milling, 

Obv. In pellet border, uncrowned (and somewhat elong- 
nled) head of queen to 1, Legend: (above) 
VICTORIA QUEEN (below) 184 I* 

/?efl Lion, etc. and legend, as on No. 2 , but date, IS-* I, 

9a. A\ Rd. One Mohan Wt. 160 grs. Sz. 10 in. Straight 
milling. 

Obo . In pellet^ border, unci owned mnd somewhat round) 
bead of queen to 1, Legend: (1) VICTORIA (r) 
QUEEN ibelow) 1S4I; ‘w.w.' in microscopic 

characters on truncation, of the neck, 

Rec. In pellet border, lion, etc. mid legend, ns on No. 9. 


SUrtr 

10. At. Kd. One Rupee; Wt. ISO grs, Sr. 1-2 in. Straight 
milling. 

Obo. In pellet border, uncrowned (and somewhat dong, 
ated) head of queen and legend, ns cu No. 9, but 

no dute. 
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Reo. Florid wreath and legend, ns on No. 3, but date 
1840. 

I0n. JR* RJ. One Rupee: Wt. ISO grs, Sz. 12 in. Straight 
milling. 

Obv, Uncrowned (ami somewhat round} head and legend, 
as on No. On, but no date. 

Rea. Floral wreath mid legend, as on No. 10. 

11. A, RJ. Half Rupee: Wt. 50 grs. Sz. '95 in. Straight 

milling. 

Obc. In pellet border, uncrowned (nod somewhat elong¬ 
ated) head of queen and legend:, as on No. 10. 

Rea. Floral wreath and legends ns on No, 4, but date, 
1840. 

1U. JR. Rd. Half Rupee: Wt. 90 grs. Sz. 95 in. Straight 
milling. 

Obc. Uncrowned (and somewhat round} head of queen 
aud legend, as on No. 10a. 

Reo Floral wreath and legend, os on No. 4, but date 
1040. 

12. JR. Rd. } Rupees: Wt, 45 grs. 5z. 75 in. Straight 

milling. 

Qbv Uncrowned (and somewhat elongated) head of 
queen and legend, as on No. 9. 

Rep. Floral Wreath and legend, as on No. 5, but date 
1340, 

12a. AS. RJ. $ Rupees : Wi. 45 grs. Sz. 75 in. Straight 
milling. 

Obc, Uncrowned (mid somewhat round) head of queen 
and legend, ns No. 10a. 

Rcc. Floral wreath and legend, as on No. 5, but date 
1810. 

13 JB Rd. Two Annas: Wt. 22} grs. Sz, *6 in. UnmiUed. 

Obi j. Uncrowned (and somewhat elongated) bead of 
queen and legend, ns on No. 9. 

ReC. In pellet border, floral wreath With legend : (within) 
two i AS NAS' 1 equivalent value in Persian (above) 
EAST INDIA COMPANY (below) 1841. 

15a. At. Rd. Two Annas : Wt. 22} grs. $z. ’6 in. UnmiUed. 

O&e. Uncrowned (and somewhat round) head und 
legend, as on No. 9a. 
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Rec, Floral wreutb and legend, rts on No. 13, 

Copper 

H* vE. Rd- Half Anna t Wt. 200 grs. Sz, W in, Unwilled 
Oht>. Ccat nf-Arms, etc., ns on No. ft, but date 1845. 

Rett- Floral wreath and legend, :is on No. 6. 

15, jE, Rd, One Quarter Anna : Wt. 100 grs. Sz. 1 0 in. 

L T rim died. 

Obft. Coat.of-Arm?, etc , as on No. 6, but date 18S7. 

Rett, Floral wreath and legend, as on No, 7. 

16, JE. Rd. i Pice: Wt. 50 grs. S/. -3 in. Unmilled. 

Obo- Cout-of Arms, etc., as an No. 6, but date 1353, 

Reo. In raised rim, floral wreath j legend; (within) J/ 
Pice (above) east i Ndia company, 

17, JE. Rd. j-'j Anna : Wt. 33$ grs. Sz. ,65 in. UamUled- 
Obc. Coat-of-Arms, etc., us on No. 6, but date 184S, 

Rea- Flora] wrenlh and legend, us on No, 8. 

SECOND SERIES 

Grid 

IS. A'Rd, OneMobar t Wt. ISO grs. Sjs. IQ j tl , Straight 
milling. 

Obo, In pellet border, crowned bust of queen to 1. 
Legend ; (1,) VICTORIA (r.) QUEEN, 

Rett, Floral wreath within pellet borders; legend within 
wreath : one mohur'India! 1870. 

19. A*. Rd. Ten Rupees; Wt. 120 grs. Sz, ,67 in. 

Straight milling. 

Obo, Crowned bust of queen and legend, as on No, 18. 

Reo. Floral wreath etc,, as on No. 18, but value, Ten 
rupees. 

20. A". Rd. Five Rupees r Wt 60 grs. Sz. *52 in. Straight 

milling. ® 

Obo. Crowned bust of queen and legend, as on No. 18. 

Reo. Wreath etc. as on No. 18. but value Five 
RUPEES. 
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Sihtr 

21. fl?, Rd, One Rupee: Wt, ISO grs, Sr. 1'2 in. Straight 

milling. 

Obt). In pellet border, crowned bust of queen and legend, 
us on So. IS. 

Res. In lined circle with pellets around, ornamentnl 
tin! ;i| wreath; legend within: ONEjRUfEEf 
inuiaJ 1S62, 

22, fR. Rd. Half Rupee: Wt, 90 grs. Sz. '95 in. Straight 

milling. 

Obv, Clowned bust of queen mid legend, as on No. 18. 
Ret?, rlotul wreath etc. us on No. 21, but value Halt/ 
RUPEE. 

21. fR. Rd. 1 Rupee: Wt. 45 grs, Sz, -75 in. Straight 
milling. 

Oba. Clowned bust of queen and legend, us on No. IS, 
Rea. Floral wreath etc., ns on No. 21, but value Jf 
RUPEE. 

24. At Rd, Two Annas: Wt. 224 grs. Sz. -6 in. Unnvilled. 
Oio, Crowned bust of queen ami legend, as on No, IS, 

Reo. Floral wreath etc., ns on No. 21, but value TWO/ 
annas. 

C&ppiT 

25. M, Rd. Half Anna; Wt 200 grs Sz. M in. Un mi lied. 
Obo. In pellet bonier, crowned bust of queen and legend, 

as on No. 18. 

Reo. Floral wreath within pellet borders, ns on No. 18 ; 
value within: HALPJANNA([Nt>lA/l862. 

26. JR. Rd. One Quarter Anna: Wt 100 grs. Sz. 1*0 in. 

Unmilled, 

Ohr. Uncrowned bust of queen and legend, ns on 
No. 18. 

Reo, Floral wreath etc. as on No. 25, but value, ONE 
QUARTER ANNA. 

27. JR. Rd. £ Pice : Wt 50 grs. Sz. *8 in. Untnilled. 
Obr. Uncrowned bu3t of queen and legend, as on 

No. 18. 

Reo, Floral wreath etc,, as on No. 25, but value, 
J/PICe, 

14 
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28. & Rd. t \ Anna: WL 33J grs. Sz. '65 in. Unmilted. 

Ohe, Uncrowned bust of queen and legend, as on 
No. IS. 

Flornl wreath etc,, as on No. 25, but value 
jVanna. 


THIRD SERIES 

Goil 

29. V, Rd. One Mobur : WL ISO grs. Sz. 10 tn. Straight 

milling. 

Oho Crowned bust of queen 10 I. and legend: lh> 
VICTORIA tr.) EMPRESS. 

i?eo, Floral wreath etc., as on No, 18, but date 1889, 

30. AA Rd. Ten Rupees: Wt. 120 grs. Sz. -87 in. Straight 

milling, 

Ohv. Crowned bust of queen and legend, us on No. 29, 
Rev. Floral wreath etc,, as on No. 19, but date 1889. 

31. A/, Rd. Five Rupees: Wt. 60 grs. Sz. -52 in. Straight 

iti tiling, 

Ohv. Crowned bust of queen and legend, as on No. 29. 
Reo, Floral wreath etc. as on No. 20, l»ut date 1889. 

Silver 

32. df. Rd, One Rupee : Wt. 180 grs. Sz. 1*2 in. Straight 

milling. 

Ohv Crowned bust and legend, as on No. 29. 

Rea- Flora! wreath etc,, as on No. 21, but date 
J8?7, etc. 

33. ®. Rd. Half Rupee : Wt. 90 grs. Sz. ‘93 in. Straight 

nulling, 

Ofx?. Crowned bust of queen and legend, as on No. 29, 
Red. Floral wreath etc., ns on No. 22, but date 1877. 

34. St. Rd. ] Rupee: Wt. 45 grs. Sz, -75 in. Straight 

milling. 

Oho. Crowned bust of queen and legend, as on No. 29, 
Red. Floral wreath etc., as on No. 23, bul date 1877. 
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35. /R. Rd. Two Annas : Wt, 22f grs. Sir. '6 in. Straight 

milling. 

Obv. Crowned bust of queen and legend, ns on No- 29. 
Ret?. Floral wreath etc-, ns on No, 24, but Jnic lt>77. 

Coy per 

36, jE. Rd. Half Anna : Wt 200 grs. S*. ll in. Unmilled. 
Oho. Crowned bust of queen mid legend, as on No. 29, 
Rte. Floral wreath etc- us on No. 25, but date 1877. 

37- -Ai. ltd. One quarter Aim*; Wt, 100 grs. Sx. I'D in¬ 
i' n united, 

Ois, Crowned bust of queen and legend, ns ou No 29, 
Rec Floral wreath etc, ns on No. 26, but date 18*7. 

38. /li. ltd, i Pice: Wt. 50 grs. St. *S in. Unmtlted. 

Obi?- Crowned bust of queen and legend, ns on No, £9. 
Rec. Floral wreath etc., U 3 on No. 27, but date IS77, 

39. M, Rd. 1 Anna : Wl. 33| gr3. Sx. 65 in, Unmilted. 
Obo. Crowned bust of queen mid legend, as OH No, 29. 
Rev. Floral wrealb etc., ns on No, 28. but date 1877. 

Edward VII (1901-1910) 

iStterr 

40. fit, Rd. Onu Rupee: Wt. ISO grs, St. 1*2 in. Straight 

milling. 

Obv- In pellet border, uncrowned bead of king to r. 
Legend ; (L} Edward vti (r.) king a«d 

EMPEROR, 

Rep, In |relict border, legend in centre; os e/RUPEE 
INDIA value in Persian; cluster of lotus wren I h 
On either side ; above. Tudor Crown ; and below, 
date 1903. 

41. AH. Rd. Half Rupee ; Wt. 90 grs. Sz.'95 in. Straight 

milling. 

Obv. Uncrowned bead of king and legend, as on No. 40, 
ReO. Wrealb, crown etc., as on No, 40, but value, 
HALF 1 RUPEE. Date, 1904. 
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42. At. Rd. Rupee; Wt, 45 grs, Sj?. -75 in. Straight 

milling, 

OAp, Uncrowned head of king and legend as on No. 40, 

Rec. Wreath, crown etc. as on No. 40, but value, 
RUPEE. 

43. ffl, Rd. Two Annas : Wt. 22| grs. Sz. ■£) in. Un milled. 

Obo, Uncrowned head and legend, as on No. 40. 

Rec, Wreath, crown, etc,, as on No. 40, but value, 
TWO/ANSAS. 

Cupfo-nieifl 

44. CN. 1 Anna : Wt. 60 grs. Sir. ■£ in. Scalloped edge. 

Obv . In raised rim crowned bust of king to r. nod 
legend : (above) EDWARD VII KING AND 
emperor. 

Rev, Within a squarish scroll a big T in the centre, 
around which is the legend : (1.) AN- (rd NA (top) 
iNDia rhebw) 1907. Thu value is also wriilen in 
four different ways; below I.) in Bengali bi low r.j 
in Hindi (above 1.) in Urdu (above r.) in Telugu. 


Copper or Bronze (sine* IfHtf}) 

45. /Tl. Rd. One quarter Anna : Wt. 100 grs, (75 grs. 

since 1906). Sr,. J O in, Unmllled. 

Obv. In pellet border, uncrowned head of king and 
legend, as on No. 40. 

Rev , Floral wealth within pellet borders, as on No. 26, 
but date, 1904, 

46. .E. Rd, £ Pice ; Wt. 50 grs. (40 grs. since 1906). 

U tun tiled, 

Obv. Uncrowned head of king mid legend, ns on No. 40. 
Rtv. Floral wreath etc., as on No. 23, but date 1903. 

47. M, Rd r ' f Anna ; Wt, 33£ grs. (22 grs. since I $06). 

Sz. *65 in. Uiunilkd. 

ObD. Uncrowned head of king und legend, ,i S on No. 40. 
Rev. Floral wreath etc., as on No. 28, but date 1903. 
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George V (1910 1936) 

Gelt 

4S. A/. ltd. 15 Rupees: Wt. 130 (?'grs. Sz S5 in* Straight 

milling 

Obe . In pellet border, crowned bust of king to 1. Legend 
above l GEORGE V KING EMPEROR, 

Rto, Ornamental floral wreath between two pellet 
borders: legend within : iS'itUPEESflNDlA'lOlS. 

.Silver 

49. /R. Rd. One Rupee: Wt. 180 grs, Sr. V2 in. Straight 

milling 

Obe. Within a rim with inner fringe of small semi¬ 
circles-with-dots, bust of king to left wearing 
imperial crown surmounted by an orb and Maltese 
cross : the bust is adorned with embroidered collar 
and ermine tippet with n sash-bow at right 
shoulder, a star at throat, two chains pendent 
on breast distinctive of the stars of India and of 
tbf" Indian Empire, one nf which has a diminutive 
elephant. Legend above; George v king 
emperor. 

Rec. Within a rim with similar inner fringe, ornamental 
floral wreath again within two double-lined 
circles ; the wreath hns at the top (he side view 
of a lotus, at the bottom another lotus ns viewed 
from above, and to right mud left (from top to 
bottoml respeclively the rose, the shamrock and 
the thistle, each with leafy stalk; wavy line 
enclosing at the top separates each of the eight 
floral emblems. Legend within the double-lined 
inner circle: oNErRU*gB'un>]AJ191i value in 
Urdu. 

50. JR. Rd. Half Rupee: Wt, 90 grs. Sz, ,95 in. Straight 

milling. 

Obtt. Crowned bust of king and legend, as on No. 49. 

Ret?. Wreath etc., as on No. 49, but value, half 
RUPEE. 

51. fR. Rd. Rupee : Wt. 45 grs. Sz. *75 in. Straight 

milling 

Obe. Crowned bust of king and legend, as on No 49. 

Rev. Wreath etc. as on No, 49, but value, {/rupee. 
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52, J'R* RhI. Two Arams: Wl 22{ grs* Sz, *j ;jl Straight 
mi t ling. 

Obv, Crowned bust of king and legend, as on No, 48, 
Reo Wreath etc,, ns on No. -19, but value, TWO annas. 


53. CN. 

Obo. 

Rev, 


54. CN. 
Obv. 


Rev. 


55. CN. 

Obv. 


Rev, 


56. CN. 

Obv, 

Rev, 


<'npr<hnieiet 

RhI. B Annas : Wt. 120 grs. Sz. 1 0 in. UnmiHed. 

In raised rim, crowned bust of king rind luaund. 
ns on No. 48. 

In n doubledtned Square scroll, with a scalloped 
bolder within, a big 'S’ in 1 he centre, :<round which 
is the legend ; (below) annas i above) INDIA 1919 ; 
outside the scroll value written in four different 
wnys: (L) in Hindi |top> in Urdu (r.} in Bengali 
(below) in Telugn, The whole within raised rim* 

4 Annas : Wt. 110 grs, Sz. 1*0 in. Scalloped edge. 

Within a lined circle, crowned bust of king to l» 
legend nround the circle : fiib'wei GEORGE v 
lirNc. EMPEROR (below) WDIA 1919. The whole 
within raised rim. 

In a double-lined mjuu re scroll, a big *4* in the 
centre with ANNAS written b-low; outside the 
SCI oil, the value written in four different ways, 
on No. 53. The whole within raised rim, 

Sqr, 2 Annus: Wt. 90 grs. Sz, *8 x 8 in. Unmilled. 

Within a double-lined circle, crowned bust of 
king to legend above: GEORGE V king 
EMPEROR, Outside the circle; (1,| l9-(r), 18 
(top) floral decoration (below) INDIA, The whole 
within n raised rim- 

In n double-lined square scroll, a big *2' in the 
centre with ANNAS written below. Outside the 
scroll the value written in four different ways, 
as on No. 53. The whole within a raised rim. 

) Anna : Wt. 60 grs. Sz *8 in. Scalloped edge. 

In raised rim, crowned bust oi king and Jeremi 
ns on No. 4S, 

In raised, within and outside the squarish scroll, 

value etc., exncf Jy as on No. 44, but date 1912. 
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ttrouiii 

57. M. Rd. One Quarter An an i Wt. 75 grs. S/„ l'O in. 

Uti nulled. 

Oil?, In pellet border, crowned bust of king to 1. and, 
legend, us on No* 4b. 

Reo. Floral wreath within pellet borders, ns on No. 26, 
but date 1911. 

58. ,E Ril. £ Pice : Wt. 40 grs. Sa. *S in. Unmilled. 
Obe. Crowned bust oF king and legend, ns on No, 46, 
Rep. Floral wreath etc,, us un No, 27, but date 191 1. 

59. JE. Rd. t’j Anim s Wt. 22 grs, Sz. ’65 in. Unmilled 
Obe, Crowned bust of king and legend, as on No 48. 
Reo, Floral wreath etc,, as on No. 28, but date 1 9 11. 

Edward VIM (1936- ) 

No coin issued for liritish India. 

George VI (1936-1952) 

SiVi'rr 

60. At. Rd, One Rupee : Wt. 180 grs, Sri, 1*2 in. 

Straight milling. 

Obc . bi n border composed of duls and crescents-with- 
dots, crowned head of king to 1- Legend : above 
UEORGE VI KJNQ EMPEROR. 

Red, Wreath representing the floral emblems of Rose, 
Thistle, Shamrock and Lotus ns on No. 49, but 
within sing led-lined circles, and legend, ns on 
No. 49, but dale 1938. The whole within a 
bonier composed of dots and cresents-with-dots. 

61- Ai. Rd. Half Rupee; Wt. 90 grs. Sz. "95 in. Straight 
milling, 

0bc\ Crowned head of king and legend, as on No, 60. 
ReV. Wreath etc. as on No. 50, but date 1938, 

62. At, Rd. i Rupee : Wt. 45 grs. Sz. -75 in. Straight 
milling. 

Obv. Crowned head of king and legend, as on No. 60. 
Rec. Wreath etc., as on No. 51. but date 1938, 
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Quarttnutry Sitrrr 

63. QS. Rd. One Rupee: Wt. ISO grs. Sz. ]-2 in. Seen¬ 

tity edge. 

Obc. Crowned head of king and legend, a= on No. 60. 
Rep. Wreath etc. as on No. 60, but date 1940, 

64. QS. Rd. Half Rupee : Wt. 90 grs, 5z. *95 in. Straight 

milling. 

Obc. Crowned head of king ami legend, ns on No 61. 
Rev. Wtenth etc., ns on No. 62, but date 1940. 

64a. QS, Rd. Half Rupee ; Wt. 90 grs, Sz. -95 in. Security 
edge. Simitar to No. 61, but date 1942. 

65. QS. Rd, | Rupee ; Wt* 45 grs. Sz. *75 in. Straight 

milting. Similar to No 62, but date 1940. 

65a. QS. Rd. | Rupee : Wt 45 grs. Sz. -6 in. Security 
edge. Similar to No 62, but date 1943. 

Nickel 

66. N. Rd. One Rupee: Wt. ISO grs. Sz 105 in. Security 

edge. 

Obo. In thick raised rim, crowned bead of king to 1. 
and legend as On No. 60. 

Rev. In thick raised rim, mailed tiger walking to I, 
Legend tabovej onh rupee wnh its Hindi tqub 
valent on 1. and Uidu equivalent on r, (in ex* 
erguej INDIA; 1947. 

67. N. Rd. Half Rupee : Wt. 90 grs, Sz, ‘95 In. Straight 

milling, 

Obc Crowned bust of king and legend as on No, 66. 
Rev. Tiger etc., as on No. 66, but value half rupee 
and its Hindi and Uidu equivalents in similar 
positions. 

68. N. Rd. Quarter Rupee: Wt, 45 grs. Sz, *75 in. 

Straight milling. 

Obv. Crowned bust of king and legend as on No. 66. 

See. Tiger etc. as on No 66. but value quarter 
RUPEE and its Hindi mu] Urdu equivalents in 
similar positions. 
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Cupro-niciel 

69. CN- Sqr. 2 Annas : Wt. 90 grs. Sir. *8 x-8 in. Unmilled. 

Obc. In dotted incuse circle, crowned head of king and 
legend, as on No. <>0. Ornamental designs on 
four corners. 

Rep. In dolled incuse circle, a scalloped design with a 
big ‘2‘ in the centre and annas written diago¬ 
nally; below *2' t N DiA/t 939fva)ue in Teluga ; 
value in Hindi on ]., in Urdu on top and in Bengali 
on r. Ornamental designs on four corners. 

70. CN. 1 Anna : Wt. 60 grs. Sz. -8 in. Scalloped edge. 
Obc. In raised rim, crowned head of king and legend, as 

on No. 60. 

Her. Squarish scroll with value etc. ns on No. 41, but 

date 1938. 

71. CN. Sqr. ^ Anna : Wt. 45 grs. S*. 7 * 7 in. Square. 
Obt>. Crowned head of king, legend etc , as on No. 69. 
Ret?* In a squarish sen'll, value *AX 1 \2 NA 1 in the 

centre with INDIA nbove aiul 1946 below ; outside 
the scroll value written in lour different ways; 
(1) in Hindi ttopl m Urdu (r.) in Bengali ibeluw) 
in Telugu. 


Nitkd'hran 

72. NB. Sqr, 2 Annas: Wt. 90 grs, Sz. *8 x*S in. Square. 
Similar to No. 69, but date 1942. 

73 NB 1 Anna : Wt. 60 grs. Sz. '8 in. Scalloped edge. 
Similar to No. 70, but date 1942. 

74. NB. Sqr. i Anna : Wt. 45 grs, Sz, .7 x *7 in. 

Similar to No, 71, but date 1942. 

Bronte 

75. Ai, Rd. One Quarter Anna: Wt. 75 grs. Sz, I G in. 

Unwilled, 

Obv■ In pellet harder, crowned head ol king and legend, 
as on No. 60. 

Ret?. Floral wreath within pellet borders, as on No. 26, 
but da te 1938, 

15 
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76. M, Rd. I Pics : WL 40 grs. Sz. -8 in, Unmilled. 

06c, In pellet border, crowned bead of king and legend, 
as on No. 60, 

ReC, Floral wreath within pellet borders, ns on No. 27, 
but date 1938. 

77, M. Rd. jtj Anna : Wt, 22 grs, S z. *65 in. Uninilled. 

04c. In pellet border, crowned hemi of king and legend, 
as on No. 60, 

rr; • 

J?eo. Floral wreath within pellet borders, as on No. 28, 
but date 1939. 

78. j£. Pice ; Wt. 30 grs, Sz. *84 to. (sz. of central bole 

being *37 in.}. U nmilled. 

Qbv. Ornamental wreath o[ vine leaf. 

Rev. Crown above; legend: (1.) 1 pice (r.) INDIA ; 
value in Hindi on 1. and in Urdu on r. ; date 
1943 Mow. 


HOARDING OF THE PRECIOUS METALS IN INDIA* 

A. H. LLOYD 

■From Unity ironismoriftl India h<w aontinuilly absorbed pnsciom meti/a/ 
R*p&rt cfth* Royal OommUrion (1913) an Indian Finance CUrrtn cjf, 

India has produced the precious metals throughout 
historical times, and while, because of the great number of her 
population* 'more in number limn any nation known to nit?* 
says Herodotus, the tribute laid upon her by Darius was 
gienter than that of any other province, it was levied in gold* 
probably because India was then of all his dominions ilie 
pnnctpul source of that metal The tribute required by Darius 
was 36G talents, atid, ns the Eubofc talent was employed lor 
gold/ so Herodotus tells us the tribute reached l be gold 
weight of about l p 140.000 sovereigns, though its purchasing 
equivalent ai that time was vastly greater. India's production 
of goU in the year 1925 was about half as much again, being 
equal to the weight ol 1,673^500 sovereigns/ in 1931 she 
produced £ 1.566,340/ 

We do not know what weight of gold India produced in 
the days of Darius : it may have ta^ed even her great capacity 
to reach the weight of the tribute, or, on the other hand, the 
statesmanship of the Great King may have led him to take 
no more than two thirds of what was produced annually, in 
which case the annual production in the fifth century B« G* 
would he approximately the same as that of 1^25 We may 
regret that Herodotus does not satisfy our curiosity as to the 
quantify of gold produced in his day by India, but he goes 
some way to compensate us lor that luck by giving inlet estiug 
details of some of the methods of producing it. He says—I 
quote Godley's translation in the Locb edition — - All this 
abundance of gold they win in such manner as J will 
show/ He describes certain classes of the inhabitants and 
then proceeds; 

'Other Indians dwell near the town of Caspatyms and 
the Party ie country, northward of the rest of lndin,«*they are 
of all Indians the most warlike, and it is they who are charged 
with the getting of the gold, for in these parts all is desert by 

$ Reprinted fr&tr t The Transactions of the International Numis¬ 
matic Congress, London, June 30 —July 6, 1936 * 1 ! with the kind 
permission of the Secretary, Royal Numismatic Society qf Great 
Britain. 

1, Hdt +( III, 94. 2, Ibid., S9. 

3, Indian Year £ool\ 1927, p. 653, 4, Whitaker f 1934, 
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reason o[ 1 lie sand. There are found iti this Sandy desert ants 
not so big as dogs but bigger than foxes,.,. These ants make 
their dwellings underground, digging out the sand in the same 
manner as do the ants in Greece, Lo which they are very like 
in shape, and the sand which they entry forth U full of gold. 
Il is for this sand that the Indians set forth into the divert. 
They harness three camels apiece, a male led camel on either 
side to help in draught, and a female in the middle: the 
man himself iides on the female, careful that when harnessed 
she has been taken away from as young an offspring as may 
be. Their camels are as swift as horses* and much better 
able to bear burdens besides**** Thus and with teams so har¬ 
nessed the Indians ride after the gold, using all diligence that 
they shall be about the business of taking it when the heat 
is greatest; for Lhe ants arc then out of sight underground..* 
So when Lhe Indians come to the place with their sacks, they 
fill these with the sand and ride away back with nil speed, 
for, as the Persians $ray # the ants forthwith scent them out 
and give chase, being, it would seem, so much swifter than all 
other creatures that if the Indians made not haste on their 
way while the ants are mustering* not one of them would 
escape. So they loose tbu male trace camels that they lead, 
one at a time (these being slower than the females) ; the 
mares never tire, for they remember the young that they have 
left. Such is the tale* Most of the gold (say the Persians) 
is got in this way by the Indians ; there is some besides that 
they Jig from mines in their country, hut it is less abundant... 
As l have lately said, India lies at the world’s most distant 
cnslL.ni limit; and in India all living creatures fourdocted and 
flying are by much higher than those of other lands, except 
the hordes .. ; moreover the gold there, whether dug from the 
earth or brought down by rivers or got as 1 have shown* is 
very abundant/ 

Out of all those details of method we cannot find any¬ 
thing to guide us to an estimate of weight of annual pro* 
ducUom But whatever may be the absolute relationship of the 
modem and ancient yields oF India s sources of supply* Lhcy 
became during the days of classical antiquity, and have 
continued to the present time, utterly inadequate to her own 
needs. From the testimony of Herodotus* Strabo* Pliny, 
and Arrian we learn that the natives of India have always 
esteemed as well as produced the precious metals. From the 
fifth century before Christ, when she robbed the 'siiit^rniners 
of their hard+won gold, down to recent days, when she obtains 
the satisfaction of her needs by more modern methods of 
exchange, India has stool in the forefront of the gold* and 
silver-using countries of the world* 
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India in modern limes produces silver as well us gold, find 
it would bu ntueusonable to infer, from ihe levying of her 
tribute to Darius in gold, that she did not produce the white 
metal in hU day, Five hundred years eariser than the days 
o( Darius stiver/ because of its plenty, 'was not anything 
accounted of, in Lhe days f>( Solomon't 1 and as Darius was 
obtaining it from nineteen Satrapies ha may well have con¬ 
fined his demand upon the twentieth to the more valuable and 
much rarer metal- 

In the year 1925 India's production of silver was valued 
at £ 705,703. 

It is u commonplace frequently uttered that India hoards 
gold and silver, audit is understood that the statement is 
made upon the authority of govern meat statistics, with which, 
however, the majority of those referring to the matter are 
unfamiliar* The statistics do not deal with hoarding which, 
by its very nature, lies outside the competence of any 
government. They concern themselves with the values of 
the precious metals (I) produced, [2 j imported, (3) exported. 
By adding (1) mid (2} § and from the sum thereof deducting 
(3j, there is obtained the value of silver and gold retained in 
the count; y., After making allowance for the value of the 
two metals by which the stocks in I he mints, currency 
department, main and district treasuries, and any other 
government stores are increased or diminished, there is 
obtained the figure which is described as the ‘net absorption 1 
ol the couritiy. 

These r-L aiglics a it prtpurnl annually and their cumula¬ 
tive effect is also presented, It would be beyond the purpose 
of this inquiry to present the statistics in any detail, bat th-j 
few quotations which follow arc a lair summary of the whole* 

Here is an extract from the £nqfd*$aedia Briuinnica : s 
*The total imports for the year 1905*1906 were valued at B2J 
millions sterling, including 14 millions of gold and silver! 
which are con Linn ally hoarded by the people of India/ The 
figures are doubtless official mid the extract is given us a 
sample of the facts and the inferences from them which have 
formed the basis of public knowledge of India's hoarding* 
That quotation conies born the eleventh edition and the 
fourteenth deprives us of the opportunity of bringing the 
figures nearer to dale. 

During the five years ended the 31st of March 1926, 
India's net import t of gold and silver, coin and bullion, 


U 2 Chroiip* IX, 2U. 

2* Ilthcdra, XIV, p. 394. 
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amounted io more than one hundred and ninety million gold 
pounds That comes from Th: Statesman's Year Bwfc? 

Dining the thirty-two years ended the Slat of March 
1926 the net Sorption of gold alone* coin mid bullion* was 
nearly four hundred and twenty million pounds (£419. 
377.500) 

Despite the great exodus of gold after the abandonment 
vl the gold standard by Great Britain in September 1931 
(over £13 millions left the country in the month of December 
that year) it appears that for the five years ended March 1932 
India had added ft net amount in gold and silver, coin and 
bullion, ol more than 37 million pounds. By the taking of 
pains it would be possible to bring the five-yearly figures up 
to the date of writing, but that would be wearisome and it 
would have no serious bearing upon an inquiry seeking to 
discover the principles underlying an age long practice whose 
hold upon the people uf India shows no sign of having 
diminished dining the first thirty years of the twentieth 
century. Between September 1931 and March 1933 over 
£94 millions of gold left India* and it will help us to 
appreciate the light jn which that fact was regarded by the 
Government of that countsy if we remember that on the 25 th 
of January 1933, in his inaugural address to the Indian 
Legislature* the Viceroy said in dwelling upon that export* 
‘India is able to lap n portion of her own vast resources and 
by parting with a ■ small portion nf hr immeamralb; tUa\ * qf 
tfda to realize ... public advantages ... combined with private 
profit/ Such influences arc temporary in their effect, and it 
is not unlikely that the iecu. 1 export is creating a vacuum in 
India which a stabilization of ihe world's currencies will cause 
her to fill and so to suck in again s*s much, if noi mote than 
she hoi sent out in that very natural profiL-hunger whose 
effect has been so beneficial to the rest of the world* 

in 1913 a Royal Commission 1 2 on Indian Finance and 
Currency (the Chamberlain Commission} was appointed, and 
In the Minutes of Evidence, in answer to question 1032* the 
Information is found that “The absorption of sovereigns by the 
public in the H year? from 1899-1900 to 1912-1913 was 
£ 64,815,000. while the absorption of rupees during the same 
period was £ 66,750*000\ [It must he noted that these 
figures quoted from the Minnies of Evidence relate to coin 
only ; they take no account of the large amounts absorbed of 
both metals in bullion.] 

1. The Statesman 1 * Tear Jhwk, 1927, p* 135- 

2, -Treimf# and Papers ilvtporis. Commissions}, 1914, XIX. 
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Public opinion in Great Britain, though not always 
informed of the magnitude of llie absorption, is commonly 
associated with amazement at the facts and frequently 
speculates upon their interpretation. Strange suggestions tire 
offered, based upon n conception of India ns a land of 
romance, and fed by a recollection of studies during 
immaturity of Aladdin and bis wonderful lump. Though the 
sober truth is umazing enough, it owes nothing to the weird 
or supernatural, for it is based upon un economic foundation, 
supported by racial law and custom, that has continued with 
the minimum of disturbance during two or three thousand 
years. It is no exaggeration to su}' that in the twentieth 
century ninety per cent of the population of India are living 
m their relations to money-economy in conditions similar to 
those of the Checks of the sixth and fifth centuries 15.C., when 
coinage was Introduced amongst the most advanced City- 
Stales. It is probable that there are other parts of the world, 
particularly in Asia, where conditions prevail similar to those 
here being examined in India, but it would be difficult indeed 
to land any other countty where on u large scale u population 
subject to advanced Western statistical documentation stilt 
preserves uncontrolled, iu almost every detail of its life, 
the social system it bus inherited from n remote past. 

Of the total value of the net absorption by India of 
tile precious metals (for this purpose silver and gold) part 
got^ inio industry mid the um p part into currency cirenintiati, 
part to swell the metal reserves of hankers and money-lenders, 

-}p®. remainder into hoards. None of these channels of 
distribution is susceptible of exact metifitirement, and the 
hoard, knowledge of whose detail and extent is in the verv 
onture of things withheld from others, is measurable least 
a . The location, extent, and composition of hoards 
can in Uw main be no more tlinn matter a f opinion, and the 
mo^t that can be required is that the opinion shall ho res- 
puELsiblr nnj well informed, 

- ,Vj? ° P ' ni P n °l th lt chwMtflr that was offered to the 
kuyal Commission of 1V13 already mentioned. That Com* 
missionw.^ not concerned to examine the practice of hoarding; 
it that matter had been a cardinal feature of its terms of 

Siuld n have bC ll7 denCe 0fifertd ’ While fining much in volume, 
H , , t lost more in spontaneity and perhaps in value. 

c irmdrem^ **fj? u,le f , thc Commission in its official 

the fact £ , l ?£“ bj r ,t ° l t * )<MirJlI,E ls cleurI >’ indicated by 
f , 1 f - ^ lt °"}y reference to the matter in the Final 
kepoil is found in the paragraph quoted at the bead of this 

JKk , m f“ lie immemorial India has continually 
absorbed the pr-eciaus metmli, 1 * 
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As it wns, in the course of evidence bearing upon the 
question of ti gold coinage fur Ij:■ 1 in r anti kindirf subjects, 
many witnessed examined by the Commission used their 
knowledge of Indian hoarding lo illustrate and support their 
views and recoin men (In l ions. This led to questions by 
various members uf the Commission which brought out much 
interesting and useful information, 

Thu evidence uf public men, government officials, 
bankers, traders, and manufacturers, Huropean and Indian, 
supplemented by question and answer in the sittings of the 
Commission, forms the r -l nnsiblu and well-informed opinion 
upon which the following statement is based- 

There appears to bs a curious unwillingness with some 
observersi European and Indian alike, to use the word ‘horrid , 
rot from any doubt as to the existence of what others mean 
by 'hoarding* bul apparently ftom the conception that the 
particular word implies a reproach. Perhaps the occasional 
phrase ‘miser’s hoard' may partly account for this altitude, 
13 does certainly the belief that the retention of private 
stores of prCCtOUS metals implies a lack of education, ibis 
is m>t necessarily n modern objection to hoarding *, there 
is win ran L for ;t in Holy Writ, though in that case the buried 
treasure belonged not to the holder but 10 his master. 
Intelligent investment may well bean outcome of education, 
but the ].>osse&sion by the native Indians of solid bullion and 
coin is a more successful retention of wealth than many 
forms of investment, such, e,g., as the investment by Lim* 
atshua cotton opera lives in the slimes of col ton-spinning 
companies whose share certificates are at the present time 
in most instances- lilies to liability rather than to wrahh. 
Hu irgnrd to Indian hoarding, the difficulties of the objectors 
stem to ii: removed-.by the use of the synonyms ■Saving', 
‘reserves', and the like, 

The peopte of India have always hoarded gold and 
silver, in id at the present lime more than ever owing to the 
greater prosperity of tin country. This form of accumulation 
ih practised by all classes who enn by any means afford it. 
Tin* niltsis ol' the gsenl native States, such ns Mysore and 
Hyderabad, have vast stores resembling those of great ruedb 
oval monaielites of Europe and those of Greek city rulers 
pueli as Dionysius of Syracuse: where the modern differ 
from these ancient examples is in the greater magnitude 
of iliLir wealth. The large zemindars, 'almost princes in 
the si use of incomes', the rulers of the smaller States, and 


1 , Matt., XXV, 


* 
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the smaller zemindars also have their treiisurics whose fa mo 
is so great I hat they must be fortified and their owners 
escorted by armed retainers as they move about their estates. 
And so the procession makes its way down the ordered grades 
of Wealth until it reaches tile humblest individuals in field 
and factory whose additions are made a rupee at a lime. 
The advance in prosperity is frequently shown in the use of 
gold by those who formerly hoarded silver; at the Am ritint 
fair recently (191 Jj the wtll-lodo agriculturalists bod strings 
of sovereigns round their necks whereas formerly they hud 
strings of tuples* 

In a country so large os India, with its many varieties 
of c]inmtc ( nice, religion* iinj tJConotnic development, it is 
not always possible to employ terms and make statements 
wiiicb wfll possess the same precise value in every district. 
Tlitite arc: places for instil nee where sovereigns were 
occasion'illy seen m circulation, but the area is restricted 
and the uimibur of sovereigns sv-u was small. 

That eminent authority, Sir Henry Howard, quoting Mr. 
Gauntlet t, says, *hj Northern India, Bombay and part of 
Madras the use of the sovereign as currency is steadily increa* 
sang* In other pm is of India its main use is still for conversion 
into ornaments or jewel In ry/ Isi the great bulk of the country, 
however* * sovereign is never seen passing from bund to hand, 
rind there is ample testimony that ihe great mass absorbed by 
the country goes permanently out of sight. Some do go into 
hoards os sovereigns but the bulk is melted down. The suhsti* 
tut ion in great measure of gold, in the form of coin and bullion 
lor salver for the purpose of additions to the boards of the poorer 
members of the population is comparatively recent, being due 
to the great increase in supply, and consequent fall in price, of 
silver m the latter part r.sf the nineteenth Centum Before 
Jbut period India’s 2/100 million ounces of silver was said to 
be urn-fifth of the world's tolal slock. One of the witnesses 
hr fore the Silver Commission of 1876, Mr. MacKcnzie, gave the 
following description of the manner in which silver rupees 
passed mto the hoards of the Indian peasants. 'In eveiy large 
village there is n silversmith, and ns soon as n man gets a 
few rupees he employs the silversmith to come to his house 
and make the ornaments. Although the peasantry in India 
have poor house, y„t ihv amount of ornaments they have 
would exceed in value the furniture and utensils of the same 
class of peasantry in IingLnd, 1 l or hnmlicds of years their 
whole thrdt h id b^eu ihu conversion of silver coins by mellitie 
to bullion or ornaments. Silver came to them through cobs— 
coins previous to the coinage of any rupees, alj sorts of strange 

16 * 


122 it. 5.1. GOLDEN JUBILEE VOLUME [J&SI, Vol. XXIII 

primitive coins. When the rupee came the ryots, buying 
neither cash-boxes nor bunk accounts, were in the habit of 
sending for the silversmiths, and, soys the witness, Mr, 
Frewen, 'I have seen them, and so has everybody who knows 
India, welding on the bungles in the bazaars. The silversmiths 
would take the rupees, melt them up, weld them on the arm 
or the ankle of the man or woman, and charge an anna or 
two for the job.' 

The possession of wealth in such forms has certain 
definite advantage in a simple society. For instance, still 
quoting the same witness, 

J A rupee cun be stolen The natives have got no cash 
boxes, and they have to bury their wealth or carry it on their 
persons. Yon can only steal rupees when they are in the 
form of bangles by a direct frontal attack.,.. The possessor 
of n sovereign is unsafe unless he has melted or bungled it : 
his neighbours will say “So and so has got a sovereign ; let us 
see if we can find it." Moreover, us bungles, they Iosl none 
of their uses us wealth. In famine time ihcy used to go to 
their bunnia or village sowkar and they would cut those 
bungles off, and the sowkur would weigh them and give them 
a loan of rupees ut a rate ... according to the pressure uf the 
demand.,,, hut still they could always get par.,, and the 
sowkar knew that if ho had guL iOO tolas of silver from the 
native, it was always as goal as LOO rupees to him because 
be had only to send it to thu nearest mint for free coinage. 
The sowkars did not, indeed, scud these native ornaments 
into the mint unless they were themselves pressed for money ; 
they held the ornaments and they collected their interest.,.. 
If 1 were a peasant and wanted 100 rupees, the sowkar would 
retain my bangles or my ornaments, often heirlooms which 1 
valued, until after 1 got my crop in, and then 1 would go and 
ransom them, 1 

To these stimuli to hoards of the precious metals are 
added others based upon Hindu law and social custom. 
According to Hindu law, no Hindu can alienate, either by will 
or by gifts inter eirs#, any property movable or immovable to 
provide for the welfare, after his death, of his wife or any 
female member of his family. Even the widow is entitled 
Only to a miserable pittance and I he other females of the 
faintly, daughters or sisteis, have no legal claim at all upon 
the heir, who may be a scamp of a nephew without any bowels 
of compassion. Gifts of jewellery have been looked upon as 
lying outside the legal bar and to these recent custom has 
added gifts in coins. To his wife and to his daughters then 
I he thoughtful husband makes continuous presents of 
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sovereigns and jewellery as end when he can. They are 
presented to a daughter at her birth and upon various occa¬ 
sions thereafter, and u girl of an tudiunry mi dd loci ass family 
would in this way have absorbed 50 or 100 sovereigns at least. 
The sovereigns may be melted down immediately or may be 
kept until there number is sufficient to make the contemplated 
pieces of jewellery or gold ornament. The intention so to 
use the sovereigns as provided by custom seems to have 
extended the protection beyond the ornaments actually made 
to the sovereigns from which others could be made. Not 
only are such pel tonal gifts to women immune from any 
successful claim by the bdr ; they cannot be attached even 
for the husband's or the family's debts. The jewellery and 
ornaments can be worn by the wife only during her husband's 
lifetime. Immediately upon her becoming a widow they are 
realized utid the proceeds invested In provide her with an 
income. The legal provision for a wife in accordance with 
Muhammadan Jaw. leaves much to bti desired, and similar 
hoard provisions for female members of the family are made 
by many Muhammadans. This is said to apply to members 
of that community iu Egypt also. 

A large part of the people of India is under the frequent 
necessity of raising loans. Seventy per Cent or thereabouts of 
the population is mainly agricultural mid the cultivators have to 
pay the first instalment of llicir land-tax, in some places both, 
before the harvest. For these and other demands money must 
in most cures be raised, Personal credit is almost unknown in 
India, and banks especially do not hud without security. The 
money-lenders who may be induct'd to make a loan without 
security charge a rate of J per cent per mouth and insist 
upon a duration of twenty mouths, which means interest of 60 
rupees for a loan of 100 rupees for twenty months- There is 
the possibility of mortgaging the land but the publicity and 
Cost of this present very serious objections, and for the Indian 
who wants to avoid both mortgage and unsecured Sonus the 
easiest way is to raise money by pledging his wife’s or bis 
family s jewellery, a method simple, secret, and cheap. 

To the Indian native, of whatever class, it is obvious that 
the advantages of a hoard of coin or bars or ornaments in tbe 
precious metals are very substantial. Even if one here and 
there were able to set aside the influence of heredity and 
Custom (always saving tbe imperative necessity of providing 
the endowment for his wife and daughters) and adopt the use 
of western methods, the facilities available are mostly out of 
his reach. 

‘Roughly 75X of the total towns in India with a popula- 
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lion of 10,000 and over have no bunks ; while in some 20% 
crt towns which possess n population of more than 

50,000 inhabitants, the same condition prevails, Probably 
this situation is to be ascribed to the fact that the habit of 
investment is comparatively undeveloped in India, its place 
being taken by hoarding, and by the eon version of bullion 
into jewellery.’ 1 

So the vicious circle is complete, 

Ihe hoards, broadly speaking, are meant to be permanent. 
They may be used occasionally as pledges for loans, but it is 
always with the intention of their being redeemed. The 
tenacity with which hoards arc held applies to nil classes of 

hoarders. 


The very greatest of all, who, by reason of their wealth 
position, and education, have other souiccs of income, do not 
need to resort to their treasuries. Beneath these giants come 
others, still very wealthy, the groat zemindars. Of these it is 
Said that ‘they put by for a rainy day a certain amount of 
u lion ami a certain amount of gold in ornaments which 
never see daylight, Ihey are old-fashioned ornaments, very 
heavy gold bangles and so forth, which the ladies of India no 
longer Gate quite so much for, their taste having changed in 
favour of more modern jewellery and precious stones ! 1 But 
there are three great occasions upon which it is invariably the 
practice of Indians tomake a great outlay and display j the 
marriage of a daughter, the coming of age of a son, and 
funerals, tor Ihe proper discharge of this fiwf,i ncerttitat 
many even of the rich ifemimlars pledge their gold bullion to 

the marwans and the bunnias with the intention of gettinz it 
back. Some of the smaller men over-reach themselves and 
spend more than they can afford. They may not be able to 
redeem that portion of their hoard which they pledge, 'but it 

goes hack lit that form sonic when* dse\ 

Coming to humbler classes, Messrs. Toomcy and Fraser 
who jointly spoke for the exchange banks of India, were asked 
the question : *V ou cannot suggest any menus or any sort of 
inducement by which those lioutds of the rvot class should be 
brought out t And their answer was: 'No, there is no way 
Wc can suggest. Uc can afford to keep these hoards and will 
not part with them, Anotlici witness said,, ■! will quote a 
case within my own experience at Aurangabad. A little culti- 
Vfttor wilQ bad borrow e d 400 rupees from a local sowklr died, 

SK? Vr °¥^ 
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and apparently left nothing in the world, so the sowknr got on 
order to examine his premises. They found 4000 rupees; 
although he was paying ] \ jjer cent a month for this loan of 
400 rupees.* 

Two other inducements to hoarding apart from those 
already considered are mentioned by an Indian witness ; one 
of them enlarges upon wbat has already been said upon a 
similar point, but its details seem to justify separate Statement, 
(1) Every agriculturalist and land-owner, when he gets a, little 
surplus, turns it into jewellery, Et gives his wife a status us 
a rich wouum, brings peace and happiness at home, us well 
as providing n source for raising money in emergencies. If 
his savings are small he buys the sovereigns as he can and 
presents them to Ms wife who h.-hls ilium until there are suffi¬ 
cient to make the ornament desired, (2) This form of hoarding 
enables traders to endow themselves through their wives with 
a provision against business misfortune Two large traders, 
a leather merchant ami an iron merchant, recently (the witness 
was speaking in 1913) become insolvent. All tlie assets of 
both concerns passed into the hands of the Official Receiver 
but the jewellery u| the wives and daughters was exempt 
from his power of attachment and the processes of the 
court. In one case, six months after the insolvency, the jewels 
of one man were valued at ten lakhs of rupees. Every trader, 
small or large, with purely honest motives, puts by at least a 
portion of his savings in the form of jewels. The witness is 
himself an Indian and he adds, 'll is unnecessary to men, 
lion that some may consider it the best way of cheating a 
creditor.* 6 

The coin taken for hoarding is the standard coin; 
formerly this was the rupee, but, since the token value of the 
rupee has been so widely divorced from the value of its silver 
content, its place has very largely been taken by the sovereign 
amongst those who formerly hoarded silver. Smaller coins 
B.u not hoarded ; it is the standard coins that are chosen. 
Thus the half-sovereign, though it is legal tender, is not used 
"there is absolutely no demand for them; banks do not 
import them for that reason.’ Another witness says, "This 
coin does not find favour in India,’ And, as all classes board 
if pieces of five pounds were available they would be largely 
used, for it is in a downward direction that a limit is found. 

Ibe 10 -ounce gold bars imported from Australian mints are 

very largely used for melting down into ornaments just as are 
sovereigns themselves. The secretary and treasurer of dm 
Bank of Madras, Mr. W. 13. Hunter, says that in one small 
village tn the Presidency between 300 and 400 sovereigns & 
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week me taken lo be melted down immediately into an 
imitation coin representing the old 5 franc piece, which b very 
popular ns an ornament for ;i necklace ; they are not cun liter- 
kit coins for, while they luive the head on one side, the other 
side is blank. 

It should be said thnt coins do also remain in hoards 
without being melted down. Sir Alexander McEobcrl told of 
one of his firm's work-people whose house was robbed shortly 
before the witness left India to give evidence before the Com¬ 
mission. Sir Alexander went lo see him and received details 
of ihe property that had Wen stolen, mid it included twelve 
sovereigns. Their retention as coins, however, seems to be :i 
minor use; one witness snys 'many sovereigns go into the 
me)ting-pot', but others put the melting-pot use much higher, 
one saying that the demand fur sovereigns is merely for use 
for bullion. Why, then, if it is the metal ns bullion’ that i* 
mainly wanted for horn ding. me sovereigns taken instead of 
gold burs ? The answer is twofold. First, coins can be got 
more readily in small quantities than bar gold ; second, their 
weight and fineness which constitute t heir value are definitely 
fixed, being vouched fer by responsible and trusted mints. 

This account of Indian hoarding nmv fitly be closed by 
the quotation of a short discussion in question and answer by 
two Indian gentlemen. Sir Sbapurji Broacba, a member of the 
Commission, and Mr. M R, Suudaia Iyer, one of the witnesses, 

**y, 9COG. Would you not agree with me that it [hoarding] 
is nn instinct which we have inherited owing to the unsatis¬ 
factory character of the Government we have had in India 
before? Armwr. Assuming education advances and that 
Indians lerirn more and more Lhc nature and value of invest¬ 
ments, 1 do not think hoarding will lessen because of lira 
reasons 1 have given. 

Q. 9002. In ten years we have imported 70 millions in 
bullion and 57 millions in sovereigns, that is, 12? millions 
sterling, which is equal to 1 .'0 crores of gold, and the only 
visible sign of that are the 25 crores left in the currency. 
Would such a thing happen in any other country? 

1 cannot say what would happen in other countries. I can 
only say that we can imagine that tt would not happen in any 
other country, but we know exactly what happens in India, 

Q, 9003. In other countries the sovereigns are either in 
the banks or they are preserved, as it were, for contingencies. 
For instance, if England had imported 10 millions sterling, 
certainly 7 millions would have been in the Bonk of England 
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or even 8 or 9 millions; whereas out of the 190 crorefl which 
we have imported into India,, we sec only visible signs in the 
possession of the Govei nment of some 25 crores* As you know, 
more than any other country, we keep, either for ornaments or 
for boarding* gold out oi circulation £ do you not admit that ? 
Atiwrtr. It is true/ 1 

Though this is not directly a paper upon numismatics* 
it may not be without ils interest to those concerned in that 
study* The persistence of the habit in individuals in a simple 
society of acquiring and retaining emus as a store of wealth* 
and even of depriving them of their immediate currency and 
exclmnge-value by converting them into ornaments oi melting 
them into ordinary bullion forms, presupposes their use for 
such purposes in ages past amongst societies in an equally 
primitive state of domestic economy* It is customary to regard 
the invention and introduction of coins ns bring primarily 
due to and serving the needs of commerce* Their value as 
stores of wealth was inherent* but may we not assume, from 
the contilined practice of their use for hoarding in India from 
the earliest times* that the suitability of small portions oE the 
precious metals, of defined weight and authoritatively gnarnn* 
teed fineness, may have had at least an equal, perhaps even 
a prior, influence upon the introduction and early spread 
of coinage ? 


HOARDS OF COINS 

ft. C. MAJUMDAR 

It is a well-known fact that coins form n very important 
source of history, particularly of undent India, and hoards of 
coins, big or small, have been discovered in many localities in 
different parts of Indin. Apart from the individual coins 
found in these hoards, numismatists have attached great 
importance to the veiy fact that a large number of coins 
were found together, Of thu many general conclusions drawn 
from this circu instance, 1 propose to deal with two, which 
require special consideration. 

I 

It Is generally assumed that the hoards were conse¬ 
quences of foieign invasions which caused the owners of coins 
to conceal them ns a nicasute of security. From this assn nip* 
tiun sometimes the date of a hoarding Ims been deduced by 
connecting it with a probable invasion, known from other 
sources, A typical instance is furnished by the observations 
of A, S. Alttkur on the liayana hoard : 

'‘The unknown owner of the present hoard, probably a 
resident of Bijnyngadfc, had buried it in a field of his own at 
Hullanpurn at the time of the Hrna invasion. Very likely he 
was killed in the disturbances, mid so the hoard remained 
undisturbed till 

Now-, is there any plausible ground for any of the deduc¬ 
tions made by Altekar ? Lot ns first consider the general 
quottion of the causes of hoarding. In ancient days there 
WftS no regular system of depositing money safely in a public 
institution like bank. We have reference to deposit of money 
with guilds or corporations, but that was a sort of permanent 
investment for carrying out certain purposes out of the 
interest of the deposit. It was, therefore, of the nature of 
endowment and not safe-keeping. So far ns we know, for the 
latter purpose, people had to devise their own methods. Even 
in modern limes a man would not like to keep a large amount 
in his own house unless he could make special arrangements 
for guarding it and possessed a good iron safe. For though 
we are not afraid of foreign invasions, we have to take pre¬ 
cautions against theft and robbery. We can hardly open a 

1. Hr. A. S. A! taker, (.Vc^ifopwe of tA- Gold itk tht 
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morning paper today without some report of a theft or dacojty. 
It can be well imagined that people were not more secure 
against these pests of society in ancient days. The most 
natural thing for a man in those days would, therefore, be tor 
hide his treasure, not required for immediate needs, under the 
earth in a spot known only to him, A box maybe broken, 
but no thief or robber was likely to dig up the whole area 
surrounding a house. Many stories arc current even today 
of this well-known ancient practice. This is a simple and 
natural explanation of boarding, and J see no reason to seek 
for another unless there be some special evidence. Whereas 
no such evidence is forthcoming, the discovery of some hoards 
fully corroborates the natural explanation. Altekar has given 
a list of the hoards of Gupta coins discovered so far. 1 2 Among 
these the hoards at TuiiUn, Kolwa, ami llugiili contained 
respectively, 2S' 1 , 17, mid 13 coins. Now if a man lied from 
home in fear of a foieign attack he could have easily carried 
with him the small number of coins and would not piobably 
have taken pains lo bury them underground on the off chance 
of his being able lo return home. In these cases we are 
bound to presume that lire coins were buried underground just 
for ordinal y security rather than any special cause such as n. 
foreign invasion. As a large majority of hoards, so far dis* 
cove led, contained a number of coins small enough to be 
easily carried by u person, it may be assumed that hoarding, 
as a rule, need not be looked upon ns merely due to fear of 
foreign invasion. Of course, for nil we know, some hoardings 
might be the result of such fcar-t hough it would be somewhat 
unusual—but we have no right to assume that a hoard neces¬ 
sarily indicates a foreign invasion. General insecurity from 
thieves and robbcis must be presumed to be the chief reason 
in most cases. 

It may be argued that big hoards, like that at Bayana 
containing 1821 cobs, could not be easily carried away, and 
therefore must have been Juft in a panic when the owner tied 
for safety against a foreign attack. But there is no valid 
reason for this conclusion. There is a long interval oi more 
than 1 JO years between the issue of the oldest and latest coins 
of the hoard. It may be easily presumed, therefore, that the 
collection extended oyer several generations. Such collection 
leads to the inference that it was Owned by a business firm or 
a wealthy aristocratic family, lu cither case there must have 
been well-devised incisures of security for preserving this 

1. Ibid., pp. iv-ix. 

2. Altekar puis the number us 15 (p, vi), but (his is obviously 

a printing mistake for 25 . 
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great wealth or even much greater wealth of which it formed 
only a part- h la not very reasonable to suppose that they 
would sit with folded hands until the score or reality of a 
foreign invasion induced them to fly in a hurry, leaving the 
immense treasure in a pot hidden under the earth. It is more 
rational to think that the burying under earth was the normal 
way followed by the owners from generation to generation, 
which was not changed in course of time, except to make the 
pots bigger and bigger, or add new pots ;is tile bulk uT the 
contents required. 

A much bigger hoard was found at Jogalthembi in the 
Nnsik District. It consisted of 13,250 silver coins. These 
wore solely coins of Nuhnpanii and coins of NahjipSmi 
rcslniek by GauUurtpntra Situkarni. 1 It was therefore a 
collection made within a short time, after Gauiamlpntra had 
expelled the foreign conqueror and established the undisputed 
supremacy of his family. No fear of foreign invasion has 
been suggested as the cause of I his hoarding, the biggest So 
far known. Here, again, it is n natural presumption that 
the large collection belonging lo any rich merchant or royal 
office was kept in the ordinary way for security against thieves 
and robbers. 

We need not suppose, as A l taker has done, that the 
accidental or unnatural death of the owner of a hoard is the 
only possible explanation for the uni I is tut bed existence of 
the hoard. A man might die a natural death without leaving 
any heir or without any opportunity of communicating the 
secret of the hiding place to him. No man would normally 
like lo reveal the secret until the very end, and the end may 
come ull of it sudden, In any case, (he theory of foreign 
invasion mid dentil iti battle, in order to account for n hoard, 
has I it tic lo cam me ud itself. 

11 

An attempt is sometimes made to fix the relative 
chronology of the kings whose coins fire found in n hoard, 
it is assumed that the larger the number of coins belonging to 
ft particular king, the nearer w is he to the time of the hoard, 
i. C.| Liter in point of time than the others with feWt'r coins. 
An exception to this rule is made when n king is represented 
iy a very few coins in proportion to ihe whole, on the 
assumption that the c.dns were hoarded at the beginning uf 
J rer £f 11 or that J» had a very short reign. These Assumptions 
do not make allowance for specia l circumstances or mere 

1. E-*J Rapsoo, Catalog M? t 'oini of iht .hul/triT 
jhfMttysetc., pp. hucxvtiilxxxix. 
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accidents, mid in any case nru not supported by rictu:il facts 
where we have a good opportunity of testing them. Thu 
Dayana hoard supplies a concrete illustration. Of the 1621 
coins in this board, y$3 belong to Chaadragupta 11 and only 
62$ to the next reign. There is a single coin of Sknndngupta. 
In other words, the large majority of coins belong to n king 
who must have ceased to reign mure than half a century 
before the coins were hoarded. The single coin of Sknmln- 
gupln also presents a problem. Of course, it must be 
remembered that abend 265 coins in the hoard were lost. 
But there is nothing to show that these would have very 
much altered the ratio between (he coins of Cbandragupta II 
and Kumirngnpta. It is very probable, however, that a 
few more coins of Skandngiipta might have been found in 
the board. The disparity in the number of cuins belonging 
to Chandrngnpta 11 uml Kumiiragupta 1 cannot be pul down 
to such assumptions as are generally made-, namely, cither 
the longevity of the reign or the proximity of the rcigu to 
the time of hoarding. 

The paucity of the coins of Skaudagupla may be 
explained by the assumption that the hoarding took place 
almost immediately after his accession to the throne. But 
then it would hardly be in keeping with the other assumption 
that the hoarding took place at the time of the flupa invasion. 
For we have good grounds to believe that there was no 
Huna invasion dining the fust two or Ihree years of the reign 
of Skuttdagupta, in course of which hundreds of his coins 
must have been issued. 

The Bay ana hoard seems to demonstrate that the 
hoarding 0 f coins, generally speaking, was a continuous process 
and not due to any Stiddcn decision to collect all the money 
One could Jay hands ujJon and then put them deep under 
the earth. For, in that case, it would t>e difficult to explain 
the presence of about the hundred coins of Samudragupta, 
put in circulation about a century before the hoarding. 
Sometimes old coins are collected ns curios, as Akbari 
mohurs are acquired nowadays, but their number is not 
likely to be as high ns 183, the number of coins belonging to 
Sa mu dragiipta in the Baynim hoard. One may argue that 
the value of gold-con ten is in coins was a determining factor 
in the selection of coins, But ibis has no application in tbe 
Bay ana hoard as no question of debased coins arises till we 
come to the lime of Skandagupta, 

This introduces another interesting point, namely the 
deduction of important historical inferences on the basis of 
debasement of coins, real or supposed. A classic example is 
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furnished by the heavy-standard of Skandngupta. Some 
specimens of these coins exhibit a dec line in the amount of 
pine gold in each piece from IDS to 73 grains, and V, A, 
Smith and others drew the very important inference that 
the treasury of Skandagnpta experienced great difficulty in 
meeting the expanses of the Hon a war, 1 Recently a fresh 
examination of some coins show that the heavy-standard 
coins of Skandagupta ware not at nil debased, at least as a 
general rule, and therefore the exhaustion of his treasury 
and many other theories based upon the debasement theory 
fall to the pound. 1 This one example Is softicieut to warn us 
against the danger of making deductions from coins on 
insufficient grounds or drawing plausible, but by no menus 
necessary or logical, conclusions irem specific circumstances 
like hoarding. 


V r7 Y> Uhtory of £nd*a f ini Edition), p. 311. 
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THE OWNERSHIP OF TREASURE TROVE IN 
ANCIENT INDIAN POLITY 

JOHN W, SPELLMAN 

The three groups that ustully lay claim to treasure trove 
ere the finder, the owner of the land and the State. In 
ancient India, there is no doubt that the ktiowned some of 
ike land privately. The larger question is—bow could lu* 
jusltly a claim to treasure trove found on land owned by 
another person i Here it is necessary to distinguish between 
the concept of land—which is largely territorial, and that 
of earth—which is iiu idea ol substance. The king is 
ihe lord of the soil ( M« n nisfAipn/i ) and fur this reason 
and because lie gives protection, Mann declares that 
be obtains one half of ancient hoards and metals found in 
the ground. 1 Other texts also agree that the king is the 
owner of various types of mines and minerals found in 
the earth,* and the ArthuSSitfu gives in detail the duties of 
the various government officials responsible for these mines 
and other pro-pet ties of the king * 

A number of legends arc found in ancient Indian 
literature which are used to justify this position of the king. 
One difficulty was that these legends had to he constructed 
in a way that would not hurt the sensitivities of the Br ah m arias 
who exercised an impotent claim over everything on and in 
the earth. The .‘Jiiuiofiuni Pnrvati states that u woman, in 
the absence of her husband, lakes his younger brother for her 
lord- In the same way, the Karth, rot having obtained the 
IMbmarm, makes the Kshatriyn her lord .'* This refers to a 
story told later in the epic in which Purumvas asked the 
god of wind to whom the earth righteously belonged. The 
reply was, "Everything that exists in the universe belongs to 
the lirfibrnapn. in consequence of his birth and precedence, 
Persons conversant with morality say ibis. What ihu iJrahtnapa 
cats is his own. The place he inhabits is fats own. What 
he gives away is his own. He deserves the veneration of all 
the other orders. He is the first-born and the foremast. 
As a woman, in tku absence of her husband, accepts his 
younger brother in his place, even so the earth, in consequence 
of the refusal of the LJrSbmapn, lias accepted his next born, the 

L JAuiu, VJU, 39. 

2 . Vithnu. VIM, 55. 

3. jfj-A. rr. is. 

4. Mbh. Ann, S. 22. 
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Kshntriya, as bcr lord.’ ,J It is, therefore, through the “favour 
of the B< alumnus that the Ksliatriyns are able to possess 
the eternal and undeteriorating Earth ns their wife ami 
enjoy her." 1 

The king wtis therefore, considered the symbolic owner 
of the Earth in undent India. The relationship was expressed 
us that of a husband to his wife. This symbolic relationship 
was not without its political in.plications. The king was to 
protect the earth at all limes. Through his sacrifices ami by 
the radiation of Ids dhttrma, the king gave nourishment to the 
Earth. Rainfall and other natural phenomena, benuEtciul or 
otherwise, were considered as a consequence of the king's 
actions. 

in the enily Vedic lexis we have no evidence to indicate 
tliaL the king had a royal prerogative on treasure trove. This 
idea came into greater force by perhaps the sixth or seventh 
centuries B. C. when the earliest law hooks were compiled. 
Of course, in this connection, it is possible to bold that the 
theory had some operation a few hundred years earlier, but 
the significant |«int to note is that up to the Brahmana. 
literature no explicit reference to the king’s ownership of 
treasure trove may be found. Even the epics, while they give 
foundation arguments for the ideas which developed later 
regarding the king s right to treasure trove, do not emphasise 
this aspect of the king’s economic position. In one section, 
however, the HUmdi/itifa does indicate the possible existence of 
the theory. King Visviimitrn was making attempts to have the 
SJigc V risi.'htku give him Snvulli, the cow of abundance. In the 
course of argument, the king said, “Verily this one is a jewel, 
and ns it is the function of kings to acquire jew-ds, do thou 
Colder on me Savnla, for this one belongs by right 10 me.*’ 1 
Vaslskthu, however, refused to recognise the* force of this 
argument, rhe kings statement may mean that jewduj since 
tht ! ^ arc fauiiil in llic cnrllj > belong to whoever owjns tbfi 
mineral deposits of the earth. The argument implies, of 
course, that the king was the owner of these since he says that 
jewels belong by right to him. Yet, this conclusion is not n 
necessary one since other interpretations may ul so validly be 
g'vcn to ViivSmitra’s statement. Wc need only recognise the 
possibility that the theory of the king’s ownership of treasure 
trove may have been in existence at the Lime Lkis passage was 
written, r & 


1 . Mbh. P. 73 . 10 * 12 , 
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Another theory used to justify tile king's claim on 
treasure trove may be Hint since the king was considered the 
protector ol llie earth, any wealth found therein must be 
considered as the fee that the king receives from the earth 
for protecting it. While this view undoubtedly personifies the 
eauli, such an interpretation was very common in ancient 
Indian literature. The primary reason advanced for the king's 
right to exact taxes wis that he afforded protection to the 
people. "It is because he protects the people that the king 
may take his share of the taxes," 1 "The one-sixth share of 
the produce that (he king takes is his fee for protecting the 
subjects.' 1 If a king takes taxes without protecting the 
people, he commits great adharma? t'rom these premises of 
taxation ns the fee for protection, the king could be understood 
to have the light to nil treasure trove, or at least part of it, 
since be pi elected this earth in which it Was found. 

A distinction must b ■ drawn between lost or stolen articles 
which also went to the king and treasure trove. Lost or 
stolen property cnine into tin.- possession of the king because 
he wus required to compensate the owner for any thefts that 
occurred. The reasoning was that the individual paid taxes 
for protection. If his property was stolen, the king obviously 
was not fulfilling his obligations of protection and therefore 
had to compensate for this deficiency an his part. If the 
property was recovered, he Was able to do this without incur¬ 
sions upon the treasury. Since he was bound to restore the 
property in any case, it was but reasonable that lost or stolen 
properly should revert la the king in order that he might give 
it buck to the owner or replenish tlic lass from Ills own 
treasury. 

It is it) the law books that the problem of the ownership 
of treasure trove is treated most fully. We have seen that there 
wus a theoretical con diet between ownership by the king and 
that by the Brahmanas. liven though the king was the protec¬ 
tor of the earth, the J3raltma na$ were the protectors of the king 
and there is no question but that their religious position at 
kost was superior to the kings. Duo to these reasons and 
perhaps the necessity of irritating the BrUbmanas as little ns 
possible, the authors of the dhurmnsastrns made concessions 
to the Brahma pus when they were the finders of treasure trove. 
In some cases, it is remai ktiblu that part of the treasure Was 
to be given to the Hr Hit man ns even if they did not themselves 
find it, Yfijfiavalkya is the most lavish in this regard. "The 


1. l7(int(i»M, X. 2S. 
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king having found treasure trove should give half to the twice 
b^rn ; but a burned Lh alumm a finding treasure trove inay keep 
lhe wlnde, for he is the lord of all," 1 * This is a clear reference 
to the Hr a limn nn, making n claim to possession on the basis of 
caste and those ideas which postulate the theory that he is the 
owner of everything iq the universe. Other writers favoured 
the Bialuminas less. Vasishiha declares that only a righteous 
I hah man a may keep his find. Other persons must bring the 
treasure trove to the king who will reward the finder with one- 
sixth 1 And Namdit does not give automatic concessions to the 
Ur&hiiiuiiJis. 11 A UiahiniiHit, even when he has found treasure, 
must at once give notice to the king. If the king gives it to 
him, he may enjoy it. if he does riot give notice, be U regar¬ 
ded. as a thief." 3 4 For other persons, he leaves no doubt that 
treasure trove that is found must go to the king.* 

The claims of the king to treasure trove in ancient India, 
were therefore supported by theories which bad recouise to 
his position hi relation to the earth—cither as its husband or 
protector. It was not merely the force of power, which any 
Slate has, that entitled him to receive this treasure. The 
finder of the treasure trove was also entitled i 0 some com¬ 
pensation, hccoi ding to some sources* The exact position 
of tie owner of the land itself is cot clear. It may be that he 
was not considered significant sinsiti the usual find came in 

the earth Itaeir, whose possessions bbjonged to the king and 

not in the properly on the earth. The texts, however, do not 
give enough evidence to have a cumpkiely satisfactory defi¬ 
nition of treasure trove from the modern point uf view Presu¬ 
mably, ancient Indian kings who found the coins of other 
ancient Indian kings considered they were treasure trove and 
kept them. 


1. IV U. 34. 

rate daWH^K L 11 ^ U mRy ** notcd lhal tllc Usutlf 
rate claimed by the king is also one shah „ml it ; s oostUd* , c 

HE* ft "** iS t 11 in -use Seen the 

thconcs of treasure trove and llmse ->f taxation, Ifowei cr. more 
eurJcriec is necessary before the parallel can be accural d Y stated. 
At the same time Here is a dear Indication that theVder of 
treasure was rewardeU-n practice which has unfortunately 
ducontmu^byihe I ndon govern men t in modem times, * 

4 , Itfom. 







TREASURE TROVE LAWS IN INDIA—A REVIEW 

p. L. CUPTA 

In ancient days, when people were not so bank-minded, 
they were accustomed to keep their savings and other 
valuables in an earthen or metal pot and bury it either 
in the wall of a house or in an obicute Corner 
of j!s floor. They just used to open the month of 
the pat, lake out ihe need and the surplus. This 
system continued generations after generations in each 
family. Generally the head of the family knew about the 
treasure and !ie disclosed ike location, of the treasure to his 
successor m the last days of his life. Bulat times, with 
The sudden death of the man having the secret, the treasure, 
unknown to the members of the family, remained where it was 
ouried. it also used to happen that in the times of calamities 
like war, arson, flood, epidemic etc people left their abode 
11 , mov ed to other places. In doing so, ut times, they 
could not trike their valuables, hidden under the earth, or 
they knowingly buried them in the strain of the panic, 
with a vitiw to recover them back when :he peace returned! 
Such bidden valuables, in most cases, remained forgotten 
or untraced by their owners 

Such 11ensure troves, it is natural, used to be accidentally 
touiui, ns they are found today, in all times in the past. And 
therefore, it was also nutuial that the law of the time 
EliouhJ provide some rules for their disposal. 1 * We know 
Irom some of the Jjtuka stories that the ownerless treasure- 
troves were considered the properly of the Stale. In them. 
We find Such phrases as “l re,is mu trove is royal prerogative 
>hatjii f i!n rajs$nnttthtm /.tifr.)", "unclaimed tr- nsurfi be¬ 
longs to tile king (a*t<mik‘J UutiiJ.m rUfltf.j pajtmtaU 3 4 5 )"- At one 
place the king himself has said “masterless money comes to 
fUC laa.hi dh-imut i afimihtm papmutti/’* 

Kaufilya in his Arth^SaUra, dealing with the foheritence 
° properly, has laid down that property lor which tio claimant 
was fuund would go ta the king (ihliiyii'ltikinii ra]A harftf. At 
another place he has laid down thus; 


1, See also 'The Ownership of Treasure Trove in Ancient 
Indian Polity' by John W. Spellman, pp. 1J L }-1 n, ante. 

2 * Jninl'a. 1 , 398 , 

3. Ibid., VI, 34*. 

4. Ibid., 1V,4S5. 

5. -trbVafflj.'ra, l![, 5 (Text, U, p. 31 ; trans, p. 183). 
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+l O£ whatever precious things sweepers come across, while 
sweepings one third shall be taken by them and two thirds by 
the king. But precious stone shall be wholly surrendered to 
the king. Seizure of precious stones shall be punched with 
the big best am mcrcc me iiL 

* J A discoverer o£ mines, precious stones or treasure ifove, 
shall on supplying the information to the king, receive one- 
sixth of it as his share ; but if the discoverer happens to 
be a servant of the king, his share shall only be one twelfth 
of it. 

“Treasure troves valued beyond 100*000 (punas) shall 
wholly be taken by the king; the finder shall be entitled to 
one-sixth of the treasure trove upto 100,000 (punas) of the 
whole, 

“Such treasure troves as a man of pure mid honest I if a 
can prove to be his ancestral property shall wholly he taken 
by the man himself. Taking possession of n treasure trove 
without establishing such claim shall be punished with u fine 
of 500 paims. Taking the possession of lb* same in secret 
shall be punished with n fine of 1000 punas/' 1 

In the Dhttmtu&trat and the Smritih the treasure trove 
laws arc favourable to Brabmutrn finders* They proclaim 
unanimously that if a tnessute trove was found by a learned 
Brlbniapai he was entitled to keep the whole of it. If the king 
himself found the buried treasure, he was to distribute half 
of it find was to keep for himself the other half. Opinion 
differed as to the rights of other finders. Vishnu has distin¬ 
guished the cases us the finder was a Kshatriya* Vuisya or a 
£udra* and asks each of them to surrender a stilted por¬ 
tion both to the king and to the Brlhmancis/ Gautama gave 
the whole to the king except a trifle !o she finder. 91 But Munu, 
Yajnuvalkyu and others, like Kan Lilya, have held the finder to 
recieve one-sixth of the treasure trove,* 

In the 2F&fI{JWAfr{iij a Jain work of the seventh century, 
there is an interesting reference regarding treasure trove. The 
gUlIul relates a story that a king named MuyurEika issued 
dffidnu (gold coins), beating the figure of a pcnccck and buried 
them. They remained in that condition fur a very long time till 
an astrologer by his magical power found them out. When they 

1* -trthmviirft, I V p ! (Text, IK. p, 121-22 ; Trans , p. 230-31). 

2, Yithtru, III, 56 M 

3* (nxutama, X, 43-15. 

4. Mamtt \ III, 37*38; If, 34*35; Vaiiththa t 

111, H 15 ; Nftmthti nsvimiJVikraya, verses 7-ti. 
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were Using used in business transactions, nn officer arrested a 
perfon carrying out this illegal transaction and produced him 
b£-to.rc the king. On inquiry from ibt king, the arrested person 
disclosed I be nr* me of ibe person from whom lie hnd got those 
coins. The Utter was called for and Jin in turn named 
another person. In this way the original founder was detected 
and punished. 

How the treasure troves were disposed in the times of 
thy Muslim iukrs iia Min, is now hero specifically mentioned. 
However f we have two anecdotes regarding the hen sure trove 
findsof the time of Sikander LchIi, ihc ruler of Delhi (1488- 
12*? A * -W by Ahmad Yidglr in his 2Watftt-£ 

.S/idAi, which he had compiled under the patronage of Dsud 

Shah, the last rider of lietigal i157^1576 A. D). 

According to one anecdote, a man iti the province of 
Stimbbnl found five thousand .-hhatfii (gold coins) in a big 
pot while he was digging the earth. The governor 
hasttn KliSu took all the coins in his custody and informed 

siboiU them lo the king. The king, on knowing the details, 
sent an order that ikr wealth should be returned back to the 
man, who had found h, Kasim KbSn Again wrote to the king 
that the Bader w .,s not so deserving that he should be given <=o 
much wealth. Thereupon the king said. "Who are we to sav 
that the man docs not deserve the wealth. Had God thought 
him unworthy, lit would not have given him that wealth 
Whom he thinks worthy, he bestows with the wealth So 
return those Ath*rfi< to the man. If even a 4»rJ5a» went 
elsewhere, you would be punished for that/' Along with this 
the king also ordered the governor that he was responsible for 
[he safety of the wealth tilt the man amitigcd for its 
proper custody. 

The other anecdote relates that while a man was plough- 
ing the land ol Sheikh Mulinioad, a static came out of the 
furrow. He immediately went to Sheikh and informed him. 
On bearing. Sheikh sent his son tn the field. He cleaned the 
earth and turned up the stone and found that there were 
yrng under that stone pots fill! of gold. Some of those pots 
JjjJ Utc name of the Macedonian AlcsunJer insciib^l on them. 
When the governor of Deobampur(?i Allkhan heard the 
news, he sent his muii to Sheikh and claimed the wealth as 
the administrator of that territory. The Sheikh returned the 
man with the reply that "Had God meant to give the wealth 
to him {i. e. the governor), there was hardly any need to put 
anyone else in between," Then All Khan reported all the 

I. Jranhiich'irui. p. S43. 
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fuels lo [he king; but the king reprimanded him for his 
actions. In the meantime, Sheikh sent some of the vessels* 
which hud the name of Alexander, filled with gold, to the 
king and inquired ns to where the treasure, so found, should 
be sent. The king wrote back that Sheikh should keep nil the 
treasure for himself. '‘The fund and the wealth belonged to 
God ; he bestowed them upon those whom he thought deserv¬ 
ing/’ Along with these words, he also returned the vessels 
scut by Shi ikh. 1 

The author of Tau>Srtkh-iShahi has recorded these 
anecdotes to imp, css tin personal virtues of Sikunder Lodi. 
They hardly reflect the fact that the treasure belonged to him 
who found it. On the other hand, the claims made by the 
governors suggest that the Slate had some inteifurmcc in the 
matter of treasure troves. 


The Muslim jurists lmve laid down some rules regarding 
the Leisure trove finds. They had made distinction between 
the treasure which bore a distinctly Muslim impression, like 
Knlimfi, verse from the Korin or the name of a Muslim ruler 
and the treasure which had the image or the name of a non- 
Muslim ruler With this distinction, they were of the opinion 
that the Muslim treasure would become the property ol the 
tinder, ii he had advertised the find properly and no claimant 
hud provi-d a title to it. However* they were of the opinion 
that if the finder was rich, he should distribute it Us alma 
amongst the pour. And curiously enough, they have enume¬ 
rated amongst such pauper lecepienls the par nls, children 
and wives of the finder also. 


-G regards the non-Muslim treasure, they held that the 
king was entitled to otic fifth -of the treasure if It was 
found m an ownerless laud. If the find-spot was an 
appropriated laud, then, some of the jurists thought, the 
loti r-fifth of rlic t rearm, hMtovc should go to the person, to 
whom that land was first granted alter the subjugation of 

he country by the Muslims* or to his heirs and and not to 

the Imder. At the same time, it was accepted that il the 
cMSling popiictor laid claim to the trove, declaring that 
it was deposited by lumsclf, ht S declaration was to be credited 
but* It a ppears Hint the Mughal governors never followed 


‘?, u ? lh '* information lo Mchnr Muhammad Khan 
ouinnb, who had translated and published some of the 
interesting anecdotes fmu, tht in the 
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these rules and claimed the entire treasure trove as the State 
property* 

\\ hen the Hast India Company held the position of 
administrator in the eighteenth century, it followed the 
practice of the Mughal governors in tin- beginning; Bui soon 
nfter in 1777, a proclamation w in issued' declaring that for 
the future "all treasure shall b Lbu property of those who 
may discover it,*’ This sweeping retinae in lira of State chirns 
WIIS ra °diTied in IS17 by a tsoI u tfon that it s bouI d apply 

only to cases where the treasure ftiufid did not excised a lac 

of rupees- * 1 

The E'guUtiau 5 oi US 17 embodied in law the rules far 
dealing with the treasim troves, It applied to hidden treasure 
consisting of gold or silver cuius or bullion or precious stones 
or other valuable property found buried in the earth ; and it 
Jaid down il procedure of inquiry. The finder was required 
to notify his discovery within one month to the district or city 
judge, and to deposit the treasure in the court. Failure to 
notify his discovery within the prescribed period rendered 
him liable to loose bis rights tu it. After the notification, 
the procedure laid an advertisement and fixed a period 0 £ 
months, within which claims were to be made. Any cktm 
uf title made so, was inquired into; and if no rijjbt w: i3 
proved, the Under recieved tbe entire treasure upla the value of 
juices one he ; any excess went to the Government. Prevision 
for appeal of the judge's order lo the provincial court was 
there. Revenue officers hnd to bring forward any claim of 
right which Government might appear to possess. 'This was 
the law for Bengal Presidency. 

Similar provisions for the Madras and Bombay Presb 
denotes were enacted in tS3i and JS38, and were applied to 
territories aquired later, such as the Punjab, Awadh, the 
Ci^nLral Provinces ant] Buriim These Acts remained in force 


On 13th February 1373, a new Act (Act VI of 1S/S) was 
enacted. The reasons for this new legislation tire interesting. 

11 wn s foilnd very doUbtiu 1 wl]a t 1 aw was act u a 11 y in force 
in Bombay Presidency outside the city. In the three 
1 residency towns of Madras, Bombay and Calcutta also, it was 
not certain what law applied and it was thought probable 
that English law was in force there. The Regulation of IS17 

was also found inducing to the finders lo conceal or make 

I. Herrington, of the litngitl I<awt <md flemilutiow, 
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iiwciy with their treasure, When the Bill for the Act was 
introduced, Sir Stewart Baylcy slated that he had known 
no case in which Government had bene&Lted by a share, ns 
no trove had been reported exceeding nine in value. This 
Act with a slight amendment made by an Amending Act 
(Act XII oF 1S9I) is still in force in the country. It runs 
ns follows: 

“1, This net may be Called the Indian Treasure Trove 
Act, 1£7S. It extends to whole of British India. 

2 , (Repealed). 

3. In this Act— 

"Treasure" mean* anything of any value hidden in the 
soil, or in anything affixed rliL-ielo. 

"Collector" means (ij any revenue officer in independent 
charge of a district, and (ii> any officer appointed by the 
Provincial Government to p i form the Functions of a Collector 
under this Act. 

When any person is entitled, under any reservation in 
ait instrument of transfer of any land or thing affixed thereto, 
la the treasure in such land or thing, he shall for the purpose 
of Ibis Act, be deemed to be the ‘owner of such land 
or thing'. 

4, Whenever any treasure exeeding in amount or 
value ten rupees is found, the finder shall, ns soon ns 
practicable, give to L Lie Collector net see in writing : (a) of 
the nature and amount or appsuximali value of such treasure; 
(b) of the place in which it was found; (c of the date of 
finding; and cither deposit the treasure in the nearest 
Government treasury, or give the Collector such security 
ns the Collector thinks lit, to produce the treasure at such 
time and place as he may hom lime to time require. 

5. On receiving a notice under section 4, the Collector 
shall, after making such i nqniry (if any) as he thinks fit, lake 
the following steps inamely): 

fa) he shall publish n notification in such manner ns 
the Provincial Government from time to time prescribes in 
this behalf, to the effect that on a certain dale (mentioning it) 
certain treasure (mentioning its notutc, amount and approxi¬ 
mate value) was found in a certain place (mentioning it); and 
requiring all persons claiming the treasure, ot any part there¬ 
of, to appear personally or by agent before the Collector on 
a day and at a place therein mentioned, such day not being 
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curlier than four months, or later than six months, after 
the date of the publication of such notification ; 

{&) When the place in which the treasure appears to 
the Collector to have been found was at the dale of finding 
in the possession of some person other than the finder, the 
Collector shall also serve on such person a special notice in 
writing to the same effect, 

6. Any person having any right to such treasure or 
any part thereof, as owner of the place in which it was 
found or otherwise, and not appearing as requited by the 
notification issued under section 3 , shall forfeit such light. 

7. On the day notified under section 3, the Collector 
shall cause the treasure to be produced before him, and 
shall enquire ns to and determine : 

(a) the person by whom, the place in which, and the 
circumstances under which, such treasure was found; and 
(ft) as far ns possible, the pel son by whom, and the circum¬ 
stances under which, such treasure was hidden. 

S. If, on no enquiry made under section 7, the Collector 
sees reason to believe that the treasure, was hidden within 
One hundred years before the date of the finding, by it person 
appearing ns required by the said notification an.1 claiming 
such treasure, or by some other person under whom such 
person claims, the Collector shall make an order adjourning 
the hearing of the case for such perio I ns he deems sufficient, 
to allow a suit being instituted in the civil court by the 
claimant, to establish his right. 

9. If upon such enquiry the Collector sees no reason 
to believe that the treasure was so hidden J Or if, where a 
period is fixed under section &, no suit is instituted as 
aforesaid within such period to the knowledge of the Collector 
or if such suit is instituted within such period, and thu 
plaintiff's claim is finally rejected ; the Collector may declare 
the treasure to be ownerless. 

Any pci son aggrieved by a declaration made under this 
section may appeal against the Entiir within two months from 
the date thereof to the Chief Controlling Revenue Authority. 
Subject to such appeal, every such declaration shall be final 
and conclusive. 

10. When the declaration has been made in respect of 
any treasure under section 9, such treasure shall, in accor¬ 
dance with the provisions hereinafter contained, either be 
delivered to the finder thereof, or be divided between him 
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and the owner of the place in which it has been found in 
manner hereinafter provided 

11. When a declaration has besn made iu respect of 
any treasure as aforesaid, and no person other than the finder 
of such treasure has appeared as requited by the notification 
published under sc Cl ion 5 anil claimed » share of the treasure 
us owner of the place in which it has been found, the collector 
shall deliver such Lieu sure to the finder thereof. 

12. When a declaration has been made as aforesaid 
in respect of any treasure, and only one person other than 
the finder of such treasure hits so appeared and claimed, 
and the cluim of such person is not disputed by the finder, 
the Collector shah proceed to divide the Uensure between the 
finder and the person so claiming according to the 
following rule i 

H the finder and the person so claiming have not entered 
into any agreement then in force us to the disposal of the 
treasure, three-fourth of the treasure shall be allotted to such 
finder arid residue to such person. If such finder and such 
person have entered into any such agreement, the treasure 
shrill be disposed of in rrccoi dunce therewith ; 

Provided that the Collie tor may, in any case, if he 
thinks fit, instead of dividing ai.y treasure as directed by 
ibis section (a) allot to either party the whole or more than 
bis share of such treasure, on such pally paying to the 
Collector for the other party such sum of money ns the 
Collector may fix as the equivalent of the share of such other 
party, or of the excess so allotted, ns the case may be ; or 
(b) sell such treasure or any portion thereof by public auction, 
and divide the sale proceeds between the parties according 
to rule hereinbefore ptescribed. 

Provided also that, when the Collector has by bis 
declaration under section 9 rejected any chi tin made under 
this Act by any other person other than the said finder or 
person claiming as owner of the place in which the treasure 
was found, such division shall not be mode until after lire 
expiration of two months without an appeal having been 
presented under section 9 by the person whose claim has been 
so rejected, or when an appeal has been so presented, after 
such appeal fins been dismissed. 

When the Collector has made n division under this 
section, he shall deliver to the parties the portion of such 
treasure, or the money in lien thereof, 1o which they are 
respectively entitled under such division. 
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13. When :i declaration has been made as aforesaid in 
respect of any treasure, and two or mom persons bnve appea¬ 
red as aforesaid and each of them claimed as owner of the 
place where such treasure was found, or the right of any 
who has so appeared and claimed is disputed by the finder of 
such treasure, the Collector shall retain such treasure and 
shall make an order staying his proceedings with a view to 
the matter being enquired into and determined by a Civil Court. 

H. Any person, who has so appeared and claimed may, 
within ore month from the date of such order, institute a 
suit in the Civil Court to obtain u decree declaring bis right; 
and in every such suit the finder of the treasure and ail 
persons disputing such claim before the Collector shall be 
made defendents. 

15. If any such suit is instituted and the plaintiff's claim 
is filially established therein, the Collector shall, subject to the 
provisions of section 12, divide the treasure b-lwepn him and 
the finder. 

16. The Collector may, at any time after making a 
declaration under Section 9, and before delivering or dividing 
the Lrcnsnre ns hereinbefore provided, declare by writing under 
his hand his intention to acquire on behalf of the Government 
the treasure, or any specific portion thereof, by payment tp 
the persons entitled thereto of sum tqual to the value of the 
materials of such heosiite or portion together with one-fifth 
of such value, and may place such sum in deposit in bis 
treasury to itm credit of such persons and thereupon such 
treasure or pouiun shall be deemed to he the property of 
Government, and the money so deposited shall be dealt with, 
os fur Eis may be, us if it was such treasure or par lien. 

17. No decision passed or net done by the Collector 

under this Act shall be called in question by any Civil Court, 
and no suit or other proceeding shall lie against him for any 
thing done in good fnith in excictse of the powers hereby 
conferred. f 

IS. A Collector making any enquiry under this Act may 
exercise any power conferred by the Code of Civil Procedure 
on a Civil Courl fur the trial of suits, 

19. The Provincial Government may, from time to time, 
make rules consistent with this Act to regulate proceedings 
hereunder. Such rules shall, on being published in the 
Official Gazette, have I he force of law. 

19 
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£0, If the finder gF any treasure fails to give the notice, 
or docs not either make Use deposit or give the security, 
required by section 4, or alters or attempts to alter 
such treasure so as to conceal its identify, the share 
of such treasure or the money in lieu thereof to which he 
would otherwise be entitled, shall vest in Her Majesty, and he 
shall, on conviction before a magistrate, be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or 
with fine, or with both. 

2L If the owner id the place in which any treasure is 
found abets, within the meaning of the Indian Penal Code, 
any offence under section £0, the sli ;re of such treasure. Or the 
money in lieu thereof to which he would otbeiwise be entitled, 
shall vest in Her Majesty, and he shall, on conviction before a 
magistrate, be punished with imprisonment which may extend 
to six months, or with fuse or with both " 


A camful study of the above Act would show that in 
effect it has no purpose behind it. Nowhere the Government, 
in this Act, claims any right over the treasure trove. The 
light of the Government over the treasure 1 iovcs known in 
ihe ancient and medieval India, is here totally renounced. 
If the Government has any intention to acquire the treasure 
trove, the section 16 of the Act provides the payment of the 
vah-e to finder and other valid claimants. According to the 
Act m effect the treasure trove belonged to the finder and the 
owner of the land; hut of the latter to the extent of only 2S %; 
and that too, only if becomes forward with his claim and 
substantiates it. This Act, thus has laid down a double 
proceeding for the owner to establish his claim Fii^t 
to file lus claim with (he Collector and then to establish it 
m the court of law, Thus the Act in itself, does not help even 
o the owner of the land, to whom it seems to be giving bdp. 
keen without this Act, if some body feds that I he finder of 
n treasure tr?V e has encroached upon his propertv, <in the 
shape of digging nut a treasure trove), he c^cy ,jght 
to go to court and redress his grievances under civil and 

XT thill if h * UCt h:is rflllier complicated the. 

whole thug For an amount to the extent of 25% at ihe 

value of the hoard, the owner has to fi0 through a regular 
corni proceeding, which means, many times more cosL than 
wha one would find out of the hoard as his sba^ So 
hardly any owner of the land Urns up i„ a case of treasure 
trove to dflini his shine, The ultimate result is that the 
finder remains the sob owner of bis treasure trove fin I 
With tins reality, the Act effects ,* STJJ2L A 
bungs unnecessary harassment to the finder. ^ 
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The Act also 4ucs not seen) to have been framed in 
cons idem non ol uli the aspects of Indian numismatics and with 
n view to nmhcrtince of the study of the subject or 
enriching the museums. It bus rather done harm than 
good. Section 4 of the Act exempts the objects of 
the value of fesa than ten rupees from the application of this 
Act. I ins has placed most of the treasure troves of the 
copper coins out of reach of the numismatists and the 
museums, rhe value of copper has sufficiently gone up these 
d:.ys, yet, ten rupees would cover very well a hoard of 500 
coins. In earlier days* it could cover a hoard of two [q three 
thousand corns. Rarely bigger hoards are found. So. the 
huik-rs of copper corns were more or less free to do with their 
[fiids ns they liked. This is one of the apparent reasons 
that we have few Mughal copper coins In the museums. 

The provision of section 16, for acquisition of a treasure 
trove lit the intrinsic value, plus twenty per cent. Is also no 
attraction to the finders. The process of the Act is so lengthy, 
cumbersome and time-taking that no (icdtr feels encouraged 
with the allurement of twenty percent to disclose liis find. 
He finds much more easy to keep his find secret and sell it 
stealthily in the market and cash the intrinsic value then and 
there, than to disclose ii before the Collector and go through 
the troublesome proceedings for months and years. It is not 
unusual lo take four to five years in the payment of the 
Vu . Iae of ]l treasure trove utuler the Act 1 know of u case of 
n board of silver cotttSj which was discovered in 1943 and 
tbe finder had not rccieved hh payment upto 1960, 

The trensuM troves of the corns, that are found every 
year, thus sill do not come lo the notice of the Government! 

1 hose that conic to its notice, are hardly five to ten per cent. 

the other hoards go lo the bullion dealers and majority of 
(hem are immediately melted down. Only the few that survive 
pass lo the coin-dealers and from them to the museums 
and coin collectors on payment of high prices. 

Those hoards that come to the notice of the Government, 
aie not in the strict sense the results of the application of 
the Act. Truly speaking only few people are aware of the 
real content and nature of our Treasure Trove Act* 
Evert the men dealing with the treasure trove do not know 
about U t and they work under wrong impressions and notions, 

U \$ hardly known to the people that the Government has no 
direct claim over the treasure troves and that if it would 
take it, it would pay. It is general belief amongst the people 
and the police officials that the Treasure troves are the 
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Government property, So, the finder tries to hide it, lest it 
shoul L be taken over by the Government and he be the 
loser. In most eases he succeeds. The Find o£ a hoard is known 
only when there nmcs some dispute amongst the finders or 
the members oE the finder's family. When a find oE a hoard 
is known, the police jumps* and interferes unduly and 
takes possession of the trove. In most of such cases* 
the finder never turns up to claim, For Fear of bb prosecution 
and the treasure trove is thus taken possession by the 
Government :ts unclaimed. Only in few cases people genuinely 
come forward to declare their finds under the Act. 

The measure to advise the Government about the 
acquisition of the treasure trove is also not well organised 
and efficient. After thu enactment of the Treasure Trove 
Act of 1878, there was no guiding principle before I he 
Collectors for the aquistUou of the hoards. It was only in 
ISS4 P that the Government of frutin, issued n resolution to guide 
local (Le.* provincial? Governments in the matter, as the 
power of making rules under the Act was vested in them. 
They were advised to frame ruled directing that collectors 
should invariably acquire for government all old corns of 
not British mintage* They were then to send the coins to the 
Asiatic Society of the Presidency in which the coins had 
been discovered for report on the nature of the coins and 
their numismatic value. Specimens worth acquiring were to 
b ■ given \a certain public Collections in specific order and rest 
Sold at the mint. 

The instructions that all coins should be acquired was 
modified almost immediately and discretion was allowed* 
Since Madras Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society was found 
practically defunct* the examination of the bEids in that 
presidency was entrusted to the Madras Museum* The 
Asiatic Society of Bengal was made responsible for examining 
coins from Bengal, Assam* Bihar, U. P., Cental Provinces and 
the Punjab and the Bombay Asiatic Society for Bombay* 
In course of time, U, F-* Bihar and Central Provinces 
arranged the examination of treasure troves in their own 
museums. Whnt arrangements vvtire made by Assam and Bengal 
arc not known. However, this much is certain that Asiatic 
Society does not take the examination now. U, P. made 
a unique arrangement. In 1399* n small committee of persons* 
known as L 1 . P. Treasure Trove Committee, was constituted 
from the persons interested in numismatics to examine and 
report on the finds of that province* Such committee is 
known nowhere else* Thu examination of Treasure trove 
in Bombay (now Maharashtra) has now been entrusted to tbe 
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Director of Archaeology of the State* who gets them examined 
at the Prince of Wales Museum, 

In practice* though the coins were being examined by 
eminent numismatists for these societies and museums, 
there is hardly any detailed report available of any 
of the hoards they examined. Thu published reports are 
very sketchy and do not serve any purpose of numismatists 
or afford any information of importance. 

In my opinion, the time has now come* when the present 
Treasure Trove Act should b : replaced by a new simple act 
sirul an active machinery should bi organised for the exami* 
nation °f the Treasure Trove bonds. In doing so* the 
following basic facts may be kept in mind, 

(i) Gradual change in the can tent of rupee from sliver 
tu nickel and the rising price of silver has almost brought 
the corns that ware buried in the past a bundled or hundred 
and fifty years* to the surface. The circulation of the paper 
currency and the availability of the bank facilities have now 
eliminated the chances of uciw burials of the treasures. So 
whatever treasures would now be exposed, would invariably 
he those* that were buried more than hundred years back# 
These facts eliminate the necessity of the loug and 
unnecessary proceeding of the ascertainment of Lhu nature 
of the treasure trove as laid down in the present Act. So p it 
should be declared in the ulw Act in an unambiguous terms,, 
that every thing* of whatever value, found buried under 
ground in an open land shall he treated us ownerless property* 
The treasure troves found within a walled compound or a 
house* may have sum* different treatment in the Act In such 
cases, the owner of the compound or the house may be asked 
to prove his ownership. Failing that, it should be treated us 
ownerless. 

(ft) All ownerless treasure trove should be declared on 
the pattern of ancient laws and in consonance to the belief 
of the people, the properly of the State, 

(id) The finder should bo entitled to a cash award, 
equivelent to the intrinsic value of the treasure, if he brings 
immediately his find to the knowledge of the State* If he 
fails to do go, he should be prosecuted, 

(ftd A further payment upto 20X of the value of the 
find may be given to the owner of the land, on his claim 
of ownership being established, 

£*) The payment of the award money should be 
immediate. In every slatGram Ssbba, Gram Panchiyat 


150 n.si gqlijen juim.EE Volume [JflSl, XXIil 

or similar local bodies are Ixrtag established to look after 
the local affairs* They should be authorised to deal with 
the treasure troves. The process should be something like 
this that the finder should bring his find to the notice ol the 
local body within three days. The local body should 
i in mediately take possession of the find and make necessary 
enquiries in the matter, relating the find spot, circumstances 
of find. the contents of the find, the associates ol the finders 
und make a detailed note ol its findings* It should also get 
the treasure trove evaluated by two goldsmiths or copper 
dealers, as the case may be, independently of each other 
and ascertain the metal contents of the hoard and its market 
value* On the basis ol these evaluations, the local body 
should fix the award* he, the value of the treasure trove* 
That amount should be given by the local body on behalf of 
the Stale and the treasure be sent to the District Magistrate 
or direct to Treasure Trove Authority of the State, which 
should be established under this Act. The State Government 
should then pay back the Amount to the local body* 

The local bodies would be able to know about the finds 
easily and ascertain the facts without any difficulty and 
delay and settle the payment* This would expedite die 
proceedings and give encouragement to the finders. They 
would disclose their finds without any fears and get cash 
on the spot; and thus they would have no charm to go to 
the market. This simple process would enable to secure 
almost all the hoards that would come to light and would 
sfrve them from going into the crucibles* This would help 
the numismatists to know' more and accurately about the 
hoards* 

(ri) A Treasure Trove Authority should be appointed 
under the new Act* He should be the numismatist of the 
State Museum or u numismatist of repute. A Treasure Trove 
Authority lor the entire Republic would be most convenient. 
The function of this Officer would be to examine the hoards 
and prepare detailed reports bringing to light all important 
facts* His report should he published annually. No hoard 
should be dispersed till one year after the report is published. 
The hoard should be available to any scholar for examination 
and study during this period, 

(trii) One year alter the publication of the report* the 
coins may be distributed to various museums* according to 
the rules framed by the States. The list of distribution with 
oil details should also be published for the information of 
the scholars* Each State may publish its own report or a 
consolidated all India report may also be published. 
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(*Hf} In case a Treasure Trove Authority for entire 
Republic is agreed upon by nil the States, it would be more 
convenient to entrust this work to the Numismatic Society 
of India, with n suitable grants from each State as well as 
the Central Government, to carryout the work efficiently, 
under the the supervision of a Dilector, 

1 earnestly hope that the problems of the treasure 
troves would be considered by the Government as well as 
the scholars carefully in the interest of the advancement of 
the knowledge and the source material for the history. 
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COINS WITH LAMINATED FLANS 

C, H, B1DDULPH 

[Plates Mil] 

That certain I ml inn, Pet jinn and Afghan coins are struck 
on laminated flans was first noticed by the writer when 
examining fulus issued in the name ol Shalt Alam II of 
Macblipatum Bandar tMnsuliputiim) mint. A fnlus of tins year 
A. H. 1222 [A, D. IS07/QS) with regnal year 47, which had 
probably been struck by the English East India Company, 
was the first coin of this type seen. 

It is roughly square mid has for its flan a piece of copper 
that has been folded three times. Two opposite ends are 
smooth, with the other two sides roughly cut and show the 
folds. The flan bad been prepared from u thin strip of copper 
which had been folded to give the correct thickness for the 
coin and the bar of mei.il so produced was cut into roughly 
square blanks, d correct weight, to receive the band 
stamped impressions. 

holding had evidently taken place without heating the 
copper snips and no attempt appears to have been made to 
weld the folded metal by hammering after healing. The copper 
sheets used vary in thickness and seem to have been ordinal y 
commercial sections suitable for the manufacture of domestic 
articles used in eastern homes. 

A second coin of the same mint, with identical dale and 
regnal year, was obtained many months later, but in this 
instance the metal was thicker and the coin only has a double 
fold. Both coins nre illustrated in pj. I, l & 2. 

It is not suggested that nil the fnlus of Machlipntnm 
Bandar mint were produced in this manner as very many of 
them with circular flans of a single thickness, cut from 
specially prepared billds, or ingots, of copper arc found. A 
coin of this type is illustrated for comparison. (PI. J. 3) 

It is suggested that at certain mints facilities could 
not have existed to form the copper into ingots, or billets, 
which resulted in the use of thin strips of trade copper folded 
in the manner described. It is alio possible coins were 
produced by both methods in a particular mint during 
periods, when for some reason, it had not been jiossiblc to 
prepare the metal as billets from which the blanks could 
he sliced. 
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Wlien describing coins issued under the authority of the 
occupying English forces at Kandahar in Afghanistan, vide 
JJS r SI, Vol. XXII, Nos, 1 and 2, it was explained that the 
flans used were of two types, circular and rouglily square, 
and that while the circular coins were of a single thickness* 
those that were roughly square consisted of three folds of 
metal. To illustrate as many coins with folded metol flans 
in the plates accompanying this note, one of the Afghan coins 
previously illustrated is once more reproduced for easy 
reference. (PI, 1. 4) 

As it was thought that flans of thin sheet copper may 
have been used for coins in Afghanistan by other powers the 
collection in the British Museum was examined with interest* 
ing results. 

Fains minted by the Persians during their occupation of 
Kandahar were quite often struck on laminated flans between 
the years A.H. IG5S (A D. 164S) and A.H, 1103 (A.D. 1696) 
at Kandahar. On checking coins catalog nod by W. II, 
Valentine ixi Modern C§ppcr Cohit f the Muhamtiuiditn Statti 
and Reginald Stuart Poole in The Coim of the Shtth « of 
Pi-nial of approximately the same period, it is seen that 
Valentine lists seventeen Talus and Poole twenty-five, but not 
all of them have laminated tlans. Coins with roughly square 
Hans in variably have cither two, three, or even four folds of 
me I al, whereas those with circular flans are cut from billets, 
or ingots. The British Museum collection has only one coin 
with a laminated flan, No 129, catalogued by Poole, which is 
not from Kandahar mint. This coin was struck at Knzwin, 
a town situated about a hundred miles from Teheran. 

From the dated coins previously referred to it is 
estimated that coins with laminated flans were produced over 
a period of 40 years approximately. 

The coins selected for illustration almost all show folds 
in the metal on cither obverse or reverse, Ordinarily these 
cut ends are folded in, or occur at the edges, so ns to interfere 
with the designs, or inscriptions, as little as possible and are 
Inconspicuous when this is done, Ftilus issued by the 
Persians at Kandahar are illustrated, vide Pi. I, 5-11 and 
PI. U. 1-4. One coin, PI. II, 4, with a circular flan is 
illustrated to show that normal fulus were also issued from 
the same mint. 

Generally speaking (he sheet copper used by the Persians 
at Kandahar was very thin and the coins consequently have 
three or four thicknesses of metal. Only one coin, with a 

30 
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sabte to the left and floral ornament, p] v [I, 3, fans 
two folds. 


The history proper of Afghan Ulan begins with Alumni 
Shah Durrani (A. H. 1160*1106^ A. D. 1747-1772) who seised 
tlie moment when Persia was disturbed by the assassination 
of Nadir Shah to effect the independence of his country 
and to make it one ot the most powerful kingdoms in the 
East. (Valentine, W H. t Modern Copj cr Voin* cf (he 
Muhammadan Stak$), 

In spite of the fact that Afghanistan is referred to as 
one of the most powerful kingdoms in the East with the 
advent of the Durranis it is seen that laminated flans 
continued in use for n further period of about eighty years 
and the output was not restricted to one mint but to no 
less than five; Uhakhar, Derajut, Kashmir t Multan and 
Peshawar, in the period A* H. 1160 (A, D. 1747} and A* H, 
1245 (A, D. 1S29), 


Five coins from the British Museum collection with 
laminated flans from these mints arc illustrated, PU II. 
5*9, and described in the key to the plates at the end 
of the note. The proportion of coins with laminated flans 
to those without is smaller in the time of the Durranis. 


Another coin which must have been current in cither 
Persia or Afghanistan is illustrated as it is unusual m the 
way in which the metal strip has been folded before the 
flans were cut from the strip. The coin must be intended 
to represent an half fa III 5 us it weighs 73’4 grains. It ha£ 
an inscription punched on one side within, a circular incuse, 
the reverse is blank, (p] ( H t iqj 


Noisily cut edges of strips are either folded in. or 
lire Arranged so that they arc at one or other edge of a coin, 
or nearly sj> In th’s com the copper strip has been roughly 

SSL! W T lb i n f0t ’ Ie ' 2 0nce myre two 

c»l tl -ST f 1116 bVk siJe ‘ -h«t all the 

.hc obv'^t rc ; t ‘"“ S °" C Wt •*» is ■"» <*** 


at iL u v? u ni ' k tLc f Kce P er o[ th * Coins and Medals 

it he inS 1 r U i ! , n /0r P"»*W»n to publish coins 
in (be National Collection, as also for his assistance in 

ilatcs' paTata>a ° f the cas,s * illustrated in the 
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KEY TO PLATES, KOS. I & U 


Plate 1 


MACH LI PAT AM BANDAR (MAStJLIFATAJil), 


]. 

.'E. 

Fulus 

A.H, 1222. (A.D. 1S07/0S) R.Y, 47. Three 

folds. 

2. 

M. 

Fains 

A.H. 1222 (A.D. 1&07/OS) R.Y, 47. Two 

folds. 

3. 

EL. 

Fains 

A.H. 1118 (A.D. 1706) R.Y.47. Normal 


coin, circuit!r fian, 

KANT All Alt. COINS ISSUED BY THE ENGLISH FORCES. 

4. EL. ? A.H. 1295 (A.D, 1878) ? Three folds. 


KANDAHAR. COINS ISSUED DV THE t'ERSIANS. 


S. 

M. 

Fulus 

? 

? ? Two fishes Sc. star. 

6a 

Ai. 

Fulus 

? 

^ *i a ii ta 





(Small thick coin). 

7. 

EL. 

Fulus 

? 

? 7 Slug to left. 

6. 

EL 

Fill 1J5 

A.H. 1083 (A D. 1648) f Lion to left. 

9. 

EL. 

Fftlus 

A.H, 1107 rA.D, 1695) ? Lion & Sim lu 


-E. 

Fulus 


right. 

10. 

A.H. 

1082 (A.D. 1671) ? Camel to left. 

Il- 

EL. 

Fulus 

? 

? ? Camel lo right. 





Plate 11 

1, 

EL. 

Fulus 

? 

7 Peacock to left. 

2. 

M. 

Fulus 

7 

7 ? Peacock to left. 

3. 

EL. 

Fulus 

7 

? ? Sabre to left. 

4. 

EL. 

Fulus 

? 

7 ? Horse to right. 


circular flan. 


DURRANI COINS. 


-UiiwiI Shah. A. If. 1100-1180 (A.D. 1747-1772). 

Iflujkhvr 

5. EL. Fulus A.H. 1162 (A-D, 1748} ? Inscription an ob¬ 

verse rtiul reverse; 
two folds. 

Trnmm Sh*h- A.II. 1186-1307 (A.D. 1773-1793). 

Derajat 

G, JE. Fains ? ? ? Bird to left; two 

folds. 

Z<iman Sluh. A.If 1307-1310 (A.D. 1703-1SOI). 

Kathnir 

7. EL. Fulus A.H. 1215 (A.D. laOOJOl) 7 Sabre to left; 

two folds. 
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Muhmtrwd Shah. A.H. mS-lUS (A.&. 1S0I-1S29). 

Multan r 

8. IE. Falas A.H. 1235 (A.D. 1819) R.Y. ? Flower and 

two leaves; 
four folds. 

Shah A.H, jm-mS {A.D. 18J&-1S20)* 

Ptihatcar 

9, IE, Falus A.H. I23G (A.D, IS20) ? Inscription with 

elaborate border 
on one side ; three 
folds. 

UniJrntifitd Coin, 

)Q. .E, Hull Fajus 1 i ? Inscription which 

Could read “Alt ' 

Kb ini'’ on one side, 
the other being 
blank; two folds. 

A Post-script: 

After submitting the note on “Coins with Laminated 
Flans", certain others have been added to the writer’s collec¬ 
tion which have similar Ibms and are of interest as they carry 
the date much further back when coins with this type of 
thru were in circulation. 

The earliest coin is In do Scythian of Vo nones with 
Spa la holes- “Hern kies and Fallas" type - copjKr, tec Lingular 
in shape and similar to coin No. 379, on page 142 and 
Plate XIV, in the Catalogue, of Coin* in the Panjab Mumm, 

Lahore, by ft, B, Whitehead. The territory in which they 
were current is situated west of the Indus and the period of 
currency the end of the second century BC. 

The coin, which is illustrated on PI, III, 3. has fur 
its flan a thin copper strip, folded once and no attempt seems 
to have been made to weld the two thicknesses of metal 
together. 

Two other coins, PI. III. I and 2, are of the Kusblnas 
and resemble R. B. Whitehead’s Nos. 207 and 208, under 
“Miscellaneous", on page 206 of the Catalogue of the Coint in 
the f’anjib Muteum, Lahore* They are included under 
lluvishka, C, 150 to ISO A D., and may have been issued 
during his reign, or at some later date, possibly in the third 
century A.D. when the Kush an as were being forced hack 
into the Kabul Valley and Gandbara, {PMV, pages 175 and 
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176), Both coins Lave Unlimited flans, one with three folds 
of In I and the other & double fold. 

A Coin of Kashmir at the Muhammadan ruler Path. Shah, 
who with Muhammad Sbub ruled the country for short 
periods between A.H SS6 imd 944 (A.D. 148M537], with 
the metal folded once is il] list rated, FI. ltt. 4. The coin 
is roughly circular in shape and is of copper; sec IMO, 
VoL II, page 192, by Nelson Wright, 

Finally, four copper pulsus, or lulus, of NurWar — a town 
of great antiquity in Gwalior Slate. Thu Cuius are of the 
Kncliwaha Dynasty nnJ are issued in the timne of Shah 
Abni II, All are roughly square in shape and have two 
thicknesses of metal. An equal number of circular coins of 
lire same period have flans cut from copper ingots and this 
points to two methods of manufacture. One coin is illustrated, 
PI, III. 5, and although it is of comparatively recent 
dale, it is included to make the note as complete as possible 
with the information now available. 



BRITISH INDIAN BROCK AGES, COUNTERMARKED AND 
DEFECTIVE COINS 

C tt. B1DDVLPH 

[Plates IV-VI] 

Coin collecting in recent years lias tended towards 
specialisation due in part to the increased interest taken in 
it aiid to tlic fact Unit more literature in the form of books 
and journals of Numismatic Societies is available and finally 
to the marked increase in the cost of almost alt coins. This 
last factor has perhaps been one of the main considerations 
which has placed a curb on the general collector. 

With specialisation articles in many Numismatic Journals 
lend to become more technical and restricted in the choice of 
subjects and the beginner, or general collector, finds there is 
little to be gained by subscribing to them. 

Journals could, with advantage, occasionally have at tides 
of less academic and more general interest, calculated to 
stimulate less serious collectors, who are not often i\b!e to- 
buitd up advanced collections due to the cost involved and to 
the fact that they are not able to use the collections and 
libraries of our museums. 

It bud been suggested to me that a general paper on 
certain British Indian coins, which had been collected while 
building up n specialised Collection of the early coinage of 
South India, may be of interest if it appeared itt the -fourmil. 
The coins are mostly inexpensive and have been collected 
without much effort and it is thought that by showing what 
can be done it may stimulate others to collect overstruck, 
cout) ter marked and other Coins, which may not merely have a 
trivial interest, but actually la.Jp in nn understanding of the 
coinage of a country, the historical sequence of its coinage 
and the reasons which may have prompted the use of its coins 
by other countries, after conn ter mar king, or overs id king. 

The earliest coins of the last category it is proposed to 
mention in the note are of the East India Company, They 
are the Rupees and their quarters of the ‘Arcot’ mint, dated 
A. H. 1172 (A. D. 17581, with a crown conn ter marked on them 
before they were put into circulation in Ceylon in c. 1823/25. 
They arc not illustrated as they are well known and have 
been described and illustrated in Ctyfan vVuit and Currency 
by Sir Walter Elliot j page 165, para 18 (4) and Plate VI. 
Nos. 165 and 157. 
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Next in date is the *CUar Pui’ copper brock age of the 
Bengal mint of A. D. 1825. In this instance a reverse 
brockage is illustrated (PI, [V. 1), which is unusual as 
most breakages huve the obverse struck in the normal manner 
on one side and incuse on the other. 

The only Mule known to the writer in the British Indian 
series is mi interesting coin recently referred to by F. L. 
Gupta in hb Presidential Address nt Gan hath at the 49 th 
Annual Meeting, an account of which is published in the 
Jout ml, Vol. XXI, Fart if, 1959. page 222. The Rupee which 
should be dated 1835 has for its obverse the normal head of 
King William IV, but the reverse is that of the Rupee of 
Queen Victoria of 18-1!}, 

Two interesting Rupees, one of King William IV dated 
1835 and another of Queen Victoria dated 1891, are illustrated 
(PI. VI, 9 & 11). They are Con liter mar ked in an 
incuse circle with a crown over the letters P. M. by the 
Portuguese for use in Moxautbirjuc in Africa during a currency 
shortage. 

A coin similar to one of these has been described and 
illustrated in the Journal, Vo). XX, Part II, 1958, page 231 
and 1-iatc XlV, No. 12. 

Coins selected for description and illustration will be 
giouped under sub-heads (a) to {]J with short notes to explain 
some of the defects. 

(a) Brock ages. 

(b) Obverse only, with a blank reverse with a few 

indistinct letters (incusej. 

{c} Obverse and reverse blank (not illustrated in the 
Plates). 

(d) Off Centre, 

(e) Double Struck. 

(f) Defective Coins. 

(g) Defective Coins with double impressions. 

(h) Double Obverse. 

(iJ Mules. 

(j) Counter marked for use outside ImJi o. 

(a) Bracka&ea 

It may appear from the number of brocknges illustrated 
that they are fairly common. This is really not so as most 
defective coins are detected In inspections carried out liefore 
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coins leave the mint. Blockages occur due to the lifting, by 
Lise machine, of m normal cob alter it has been struck, and 
jn the next downwind stioke iite cob that has been lifted 
nets us the top half of the die and stamps the next blank 
flaw with ait jrxuse of the obverse on the side which should 
normally receive the reverse impression from the die. While 
ibis accius ow the side which should have had a reverse 
impression, the under side of the flan receives a ncimal 
embossed head from the bottom half of the die, fixed in 
the machine. 

This would seem to occur very infrequently,, for only a 
single coin at a time, as it is not likely the coin that had 
been accidental} 1 lifted w r ou!d remain in position and produce 
others* Hrockages invaiiabiy have two obverse, but re vet se 
truckages do occasionally occur and suggest the reverse 
half of the die had b en fixed in the bottom of the machine* 

Norma] blockages are illustrated on PL !V f 1 9, 
PI* V, h4 and pj p VL 10* Two reverse blockages me also 
illustrated* (PL IV. 1 & 6) 

(b) Obverse only with a blank re pern* with a few indistinct 
letters f incuse). 

These can only be explain til as incomplete blockages 
by the coin that was lilted becoming dislodged while the 
machine was making its downward stroke which resulted in 
the blank 11 m not being impie=scd with the complete incuse 
impression, ns in nu ordinary blockages, but with only a 
portion of the marginal inscription. The blow from tbu 
machine would be delivered on a falling coin which had 
possibly twisted, resulting in the spread of the letters which 
appear larger than on the die* Only one coin of this descrip¬ 
tion has come into my possession. (PL IV. 10) 

(c) Cbcetse omf Reverse Blank. 

Not illustrated in the plates. They have been found 
with or without milling and the denomination which occuis 
most frequently is I lie quarter in pee, of which I have many 
with both security milling and the Inter nickel coinage with 
straight mining of King George VL Only one Rupee with 
security milling has come into my possession* They are easy 
to explain as they have only missed the final operation in 
which the obverse and reverse impressions are applied* It 
is not quite so easy to explain how they m frequently escaped 
the rigorous checks before despatch from the mint. 

As this defect has not been noticed before the reign 
of King George VL in whose reign all the cuius of this 
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description in my collection occur, it is apparent some 
special reason existed to account for them* 

During the period of the Second World War all coins, 
especially those of lower denomination, were required in 
excess of normal requirements for a variety of reasons, one 
of the most obvious being for payments to the troops in 
India. Mints must have had to work longer hours mid the 
added strain may, in part, have been a contributsry factor 
in explaining the many defective coins which were found 
in circulation. Support for this supposition is found In a 
news item in the Aladrn* MaU of Wednesday 30th May* 
1945* an extract from which is repioduced : 

"A ih jjj and tnet . NigId *8ftift at Mi n t n a huger needid* 

Buitil'iiif. Mat/ $8> 

The management of His Majesty's Mint, Bombay, \$ 
considering I he question of discontinuing the night shift; 
CoL A, J, Ransford, Master of the Mint, told the press 
today. Night shifts had been jn force since 1940 to 
meet the heavy demand for small coins. That demand 
no longer existed and hence the question of discontinuing 
the night shift was engaging the attention of the 
authorities/' 

Defects under sub-heads (d) P (e), (f), mid lg) can all be 
attributed to ihe same causes as have been mentioned under 
item (t). All the defects cannot be attributed to the two 
World Wilis, us will be seen from some of the dates on the 
coins, but it is noticeable that quite a large number did 

occur during the period of the Second World War* The 

rupee, PL V, 5 # is an extreme case of a coin which 

escaped detection at the mint and passed into circulation* 

A few coins under most oF the sub-heads (d) to (g) are 
illustrated and will be referred to in the key to the plates 
at the end of the note. 

(hj Double Oboetie* 

Coins of this description are invariably suspect and are 
usually produced by cither splitting or filing down, iwo coins 
and joining tht? obverse halves and providing a new milled 
edge. 1 fic£e are easily ticketed and are only of use to 

conjurers and others accustomed to sharp practices requiring 
a coin to bo tossed ns part of a deal or transaction. 

ft is difficult \o account for a genuine coin of this 
description as it would seem that in order to minimise the 
risk of wrongly setting np the two halves of a set of dies in 

21 
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u machine, the blocks containing the two halves would be 
of different shapes. This cannot always be the case as the 
coin pi. VI. 4» * s 11 genuine rupee of King George VI 
with a security milled edge and could only have been 
produced by fixing two halves of the obverse die into the 
machine. 

Tbe coin was exhibited at a meeting of the Royal Numis¬ 
matic Society, London, ami one of the members pointed out 
that the bead on one sidu was not quite as clearly defined as 
on tbe other. This would suggest, that for some reason, a 
new set of dies bad been issued for a machine, before with¬ 
drawing those in use, and that cither intentionally. Or by in¬ 
advertence, the used obverse half of the die wus not removed 
mid tbe machine was provided with a new obverse in the posi¬ 
tion normnllv occupied by the reverse half of tbe die. Only 
by such an arrangement could the coin be explained as in all 
other respects it is genuine It was accepted in payment of a 
fare at a railway station in South India and was detected cit 
the Central Cash Office of tbe administration- Tbe circum¬ 
stances of its production may have been questioned had tbe 
Coin been offered for sale by a dealer, or collector, for a sum 
considerably in excess of its normal value, 

(i) Mutex, 

Coins struck with odd halves of dies of cither different 
issues of the same country, or of two countries, which 
occasionally occurs in minis which undertake tbe manufacture 
of coins for more than one country. They have been mentioned 
eailicr in the note when reference was made to an mmsual 
rupee of King William IV with a reverse of a rupee of Queen 
Victoria dated IS*I0. 

(j) Counter math$ J for use outside India. 

Counter marked rupees ol King William IV and Queen 
Victoria were used in the Portuguese territory of Mozambique 
in Africa during periods of currency shortage in the area. 
The countermark bus been referred to in the Jeurnd, VoL XX, 
Part II, 1958, page 2il and a rupee of Queen Victoria illus¬ 
trated on Plate XIV, No. 12. Information given by the mint 
at Bombay has ken furnished in the note with a description 
of the countermarks used in the territory. 

Rupees of King William IV are known to have been 
conn ter marked in the year 1S8S and those of Queen Victoria 
in 1895. (PL VI 9 & 11), 

All the coins described and illustrated are in the writer’s 
collection. There are many others which could have been 
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included p under one or other of ihu defects mciiltimed, hut m 
order to reduce the number illustrated, hi the pbtes they have 
been omitted. 



KEY TO PLATES NOS. JV, V & Vl 

tliOCBACES. 

Plate fV 

1. ;E. 

I* our Bengal 

Dated A. H. 1210 on reverse 


Pies. Mint. 

and A. D. 1825 on obverse. A 
rare reverse brock age. 

2. .E, 

Half Bengal 
Anna Mint. 

Dated A. D. 1845. 

3. A. 

Rupee 

A. D. 1840. With continuous 
inscription over the Queen’s head 
on the obverse. 

4. A. 

Rupee 

A. D. 1840. With divided ins¬ 
cription on either sideof Queen’s 
head on obverse. 

5. A. 

Rupee 

From A. D. 1862. Inscription 
rending ‘’Victoria Queen”. 

Rupees with this date were 
issued following the Indian 
Mutiny when the East India 
Company surrendered its autho¬ 
rity to the Crown, 

6. A. 

Half Anna 

A. D. 1862. A tare reverse 
brock age. 

7. A. 

Rupee 

Front A* U. 1877. The Queen 
was prod aimed Empress of 
India in the year 1877. 

6. A. 

Rupee 

From A. D. 1903 to 1910. 

9. A. 

Rupee 

From A. D. 1911 to 1936. 

10. A, 

Rupee 

From A. D. 1911 to 1936. An 
unusual blockage which has 
been dealt with jn the test. 


Plate V 

I. B. 

One Pice 

A.D. 1862 to IS76. Sec remarks 
against item 5. 

2. rE, 

One Pice 

A, D. 1862 to 1876. See remarks 


against item 5. This coin is 
u mi surd in being both a brockage 
and off centre. 
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3, 

IE. 

One Pice 

A.D* 1S77 to 1302. See remarks 
against item 7 , 

4. 

M. 

I i-«.H Rupee 

From A, D, 1911 to 1916* The 
writer also has a brocknge of a 
piee ol King George V, 

10. 

At. 

Quarter Rupee 

A. D. 184Q. Divided inscription. 



(PL VI. 10) 

Brock ages in coins smaller than 
the half rupee and pice seldom 




occur* 

defective coins. 


5, 

At, 

Rupee 

From A. D, 1911 to 1936, An 
interesting coin which could be 
called a double strike, except 
that there is no evidence of a 
double strike on the obverse 




which only shows a partial 
spreading of the design of the 




original obverse. How such a 




coin left the mint requires some 
explaining. 

6. 

N. I. 

Half Rupee 

A* D- 1946, Milled edge. Nickel, 

7. 

N. I, 

Quarter Rupee 

A, D + 1946, Milled edge. Nickel, 

S, 

N. I. 

Quarter Rupee 

A, D. 1946. Milled edge. Nickel, 

9. 

B, R. 

Two Annas 

h w D* 1944, Brass. 

DOUBLE STRUCK. 


10, 

IR. 

Rupee 

A* D. 1862 

u. 

13. K. 

Two Annas 

A* D< 1943. Brass. 



Plate VI 

OFF-CENTRE. 


1. 

At. 

Rupee 

A, D. 1352. 

2. 

SL 

Rupee 

A. D. 1904. 

3. 

At 

Rupee 

A. D. 1912. 

5. 

At. 

Half Rupee 

A. D, 1942. Security edge. 

6. 

At. 

Quarter Rupee 

A. D. 1915. Security edge. 

7. 

s. 

N. L 

13, K. 

Half Rupee 

A. D, 1945. The coin Jjas not 
been provided with tiny milling. 

Two Annas 

A. D. 1944. Brass. 

DOUBLE OBVERSE. 


4. 

At. 

Rupee 

Security edge. It has been 
dealt with in the text. 
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COUNTERMAHKED FOR USE OUTSIDE INDIA. 

9, Ab Rupee A. D. IS55, Believed to have 

been counter marked in the year 
A. D. 18SS with a crown over 
the letters P. II, in on incuse 
circle. 


1 [ F AL Rupee A. D, 1891. Believed to hive 

been coho tCT marked in the 
year 1895 with a Crown over 
the letters P, M. in an incuse 
circle. 


THE DETECTION OF COIN FORGERIES IN N;W* INDIA 11 

H, d* Sr SHORTT 
Faf&ViQfd 

Tbtf following notes were Witten in 1946 scon tillet my 
return from India, It tins b. eu suggested that they may 
have the effect of deterring would-be collectors of ibis scries. 
This vvtiS not, at con esc, their intention, and I do not think 
I hut any collector worth bis suit would be so easily 
discouraged, Lbough by dwelling on forgeries their frequency 
may appear to be exaggerated. 

The points I have tried to explain still seem to me worth 
recordings but I have since learn I to call the larger silver 
coins of the lndo Greek series tetradrachms instead of db 
draebnis* and the smaller, drachms, instead of hemidraehms. 

The cou si try where 1 collected is now Pakistan, so the 
tide of this paper must be taken in the sense of physical 
rather than political geography. 

♦ » * 

Experience is apt to cost so much that only the richest 
or the most determined collectors overcome the first disagreeable 
taste of td This is particularly the case with coin collecting 
in M.W* India where the IndoGrcek series is most easily 
found and is usually the most attractive to a European 
collector- Hut from the start his difficulties are very great. 
Apart from a useful handbook by CL ]< Brown, Th* Coin* of 
India , 1933* literature on the subject is either prohibitively 
expensive or quite unobtainable. This is regrettably the 
case with the three principle catalogues, those of the British 
Museum, the Indian Museum, Calcutta, and the Punjab 
Museum, Lahore ; and owing to recent finds even these great 
works are largely out of date* Secondly, be is confronted 
by a skilful army of forgers with a fifth column in the dealers 
of the cLy bazaars, who appear to have a monopoly of the 
trade, and to whom therefore he must resort with delicate 
step and a handkerchief to bis nose or smoking some strong 
tobacco. An illustration will shew that the following notes 
cannot be ci solution to the problem, but only a guide to 
collectors, by which disappointment and a waste of money 
can be lessened, 

* First published by L. S. Forrer Ltd., London, 1950, and 
reprinted with Mr. L. S. Forrer*s permission* 
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In 1944* i wo didrmchms of Hcrmaios came into the 
Lands of M~ Sbftkur* the Curator of the Peshawar Museum. 
He had seen them being made, as he said, hi Utmarnsd, a 
village not fur away* in Mardun District, These two forgeries 
were given to me, and as they seemed genuine they were 
shewn, first to some local dealers, whose knowledge of forged 
coins is of necessity considerable, and afterwards to experts 
in England* All gave it as their opinion that the coins were 
genuine* One of the dealers remarked that there was no 
one in Utmanzai capable of forging coins, and that in any 
event no one would waste his time in forging such a common 
typo—genuine specimens can be bought far about lis. 5J-* The 
curator has since confirmed his statement in writing : 

"As regards the two didrachms of llcrmaios, 1 ’ In. writes, 
f| I assure you once again Lhat they are forged coins. How 
they are cast* I shall tell you presently* A mould is prepared 
of day in disc forms. A coin is pressed on two separate ctuy 
discs lor taking impressions of both the obverse and the 
reverse. The coupled faces of contiguous discs bearing the 
negative impressions o( the obverse and the reverse respec* 
lively are so placed as to make the opposing coin sockets 
coincide exactly* They are plastered aver with clay p only a 
Fmmehlike crater being left at tin Lop for receiving the inuHen 
metal. The coins under rvfei- nee were seized while they were 
still hot in the moulds. Wh a actually happened then was 
that in my presence the moulds were broken and the coins 
taken out. There was son:, nddUionnl me Lai in Llie funnel 
attached to the coins which was clipped and the edges of 
" I be coins then smoothed with a fairs L wish 1 could have 
prevented the silver-smith's doing away with the additional 
niL'tnl, which appeared exactly like I said. Tins would have 
given you a futther proof of their bsing forgeries, Even the 
]:l te Alexander Cunningham has admitted that Coin ^dealers 
in Rawalpindi and on the frontiers of India are past-masters 
in producing forgeries and they can easily deceive the expert} - . 
Therefore l am not surprised tj know from you that British 
authorities have also declared Mi : two didrachms as genuine. 
However, l inf atm you once ior all and for the information of 
all numismatists that the two coins of Hemmios i presented 
to you in Peshawar are not genuine but forgeries." 

That is the problem at its worst and apart from the possU 
bllity el detecting cast from struck metal by X-ray, perhaps 
there is no answer to such an extreme case. Furthermore the 
collector cannot carry elaborate apparatus about w r itb him* 
lie must make bis decision quickly and, in most cases, 
on the spot* 
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The obvious method of learning about an individual coin 
is to examine it \ hut external evidence should be considered* 
la ibis regard the provenance of the coin is important. Dealers 
vary in dngvtts of honesty jmJ dishonesty, so that the first 
injunction must be to know your dealer. But remember that 
though honest he may himself be deceived, ho that the more 
be can tell you about iliu otlgin of the coin the better. If he 
says st comes from Peshawar or Kabul, suspect it at once^ If 
he cun name the farmer in some village, such ns Ewabi or 
Fatehjriog* who found st in ids fields* ihe ground is 
much surer* 

The price which the dealer n$ks naturally follows* He 
may agree to accept half his original demand if you can afford 
time to reason with him* but if a rare coin is offered very 
cheaply* it is at once suspect* Against lids ft should be stated 
that el coin for which a dealer will accept the equivalent of 
£4 in India, e.g* u didrncbm of Menander, maj T priced at 
£25 by a London firm. This is no place to go inio the relative 
Varity of ludC'Gieek coins, but one may say broadly that apart 
from a number of bronze coins eluc! silver bemidrachnis* 
notably those of Menander which arc to he bad at about 
Its* 2 /-, or three shillings each* the coins are comparatively 
rare and correspondingly expensive* 

The probability of forger) must be taken into account. 
The process* whether of shiking or casting, cos is time and 
money* so that the counterfeiter will not normally reproduce 
the commoner vaiieties, and if he should attempt to copy ihe 
commoner gold coins of the KushSnus in il base metal, the 
difference in wight would quickly lead to his being discovered. 
Strictly speaking* only one gold coin is at present known in the 
series juoperly termed Indo^Gicck. This is n stater of Menan¬ 
der* and it dues not so far appear to have b; m fosged. 

Given the opportunity, the opinion of other dealers or 
collectors is, of course, helpful, but experience ?bows that the 
opinions will often disagree and should bs given weight 
according to their merits. 

Before dealing with the internal evidence oF authenticity, 
it should be made quite dear what is meant by a forgery* 
remembering that ancient coins, especially in India, were 
often cast ees well as sttnck and that modern forgeries are 
some Limes struck ns Well ns cast. A forgery may be modem* 
or it may be almost contemporary with its prototype. In 
Lhe Taxila Museum ate ancient clay moulds for forging the 
"elephant and caducens" bronze coins of M a ties and the billon 
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di drachms of while even ^modern" forgeries were made 
in the Punjab ns much ns » hundred years ago. Forgerlts 
may be ^afliciap or "unofficial 1 '; that is to say they may 
be issued by government authority, either plated or in base 
metal with the object of replenishing the treasury by with-* 
drawing good coin, or they may be made by a private 
Individual for his own benefit* Finally they may be copies 
of known types or ihcy may be new types, either entirety new 
or new combinations of known obverse and reverse types. 

A coin, then* is a forgery, il it is made with an object 
to deceive- 

R. DL Whitehead in a recent paper in Ibe Numii* 
malic Chronicle lias pointed out that the Indian goldsmith 
with bis limited education and skill is unlikely to produce 
a forgety wiih new types which would have the least hope 
of deceiving n collector* For the same reason, modem 
forgeries will usually be oast Struck specimens esist t but 
very little experience will shew differences in style from the 
genuine coin. This is particularly so in the lettering. The 
Greek dk-sinkcrS always made the strokes of their letters 
like a two-ended drumstick—with the object, perhaps, of 
achieving regularity. If these blobs are missing, the coin 
falte under suspicion, even though it be die-struck. 

The dealer or the expert will normally assess a coin on 
his first impression, but n$ this impression is the sum of 
his experience, the method is of 1 little use to vin amateur* 
who will need to study the coin in detail, keeping an open 
mind until he can form a verdict on all the points unfed* 
Even the ability to reserve judgment requires practice. 

Happily it was the habit of the Greeks in India and 
their immediate successors, such ns the £hkas and the 
Kushanas to StnkL thdr coins, and not to cast them, and 
as modern shuck lingeries are easily recognised nnd have 
already been mentioned above, these notes will deal with 
cast forgeries, with the one exception ol certain plated coins. 

The general appearance and feel of a coin are both 
important. A cast coin nearly always shews a suspicious 
glossiness and feels distinctly soapy. A dealer will often 
make his decision by moving finger and thumb over the 
surface. It stands to reason ibat a modern forgery Cannot 
bear the hard patina which il produced by the passing of 
centuries is almost as hard as the metal itself. A!though 
colour and dirt may be applied by the forger, they are easily 

n 
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removed in water and bright melul is seen below. Even if it 
were desirable to remove true paiioa p it would be extremely 
difficult to do so p as it is p in fact, a part of the coin. 

Examine the field of the design * in the series under 
discussion this should be quite fiat. The ancient dies were 
seldom faulty, but moulds have a tendency to unevenness* 
Therefore if the field is uneven or bulges towards the rim, 
the coin is doubtful- An exception is where the metal 
has spread beyond the edge of the die, and in this case the 
reassuring mark of the die-edge will appear on the inner side 
of the bulge* 

More can be discovered from the field* If cast, and 
not touched up, this appears to be frosted or* under n strong 
glass, pitted, while huger ratlings are visible, especially in 
bronze, due to air-bubbles in the mould. The finer pitting 
is the effect of the metal cooling without pressure. Struck 
metal often exhibits a fine grain, due la imperfect heating, 
which would certainly be lod if the metal were sufficiently 
heated ld be poured hue a mould. In this connection one 
word of warning is necessary. Occasionally ii happens that 
chemicals in the ground corrode the surface of a coin, and 
a dealer then cleans iL The result is often difficult So 
distinguish from castings but the other side of the coin may 
have escaped corrosion, or if it has nal p other symptoms 
should be present lo deride the case. 

A dknstruck coin, unless bully corroded or worn, will 
shew clear-cut lines round the lyps and the lettering, while 
in a cast coin these will be lost in a gen lie merging with 
the field. A good magnifying glass should decide the point 
in most cases, though several doubtful instances prove that 
extreme care is necessary. An example of this is a square? 
bronze coin of 2foilos Djknios, shewing on ilic obverse the 
head of Hera kies and on the reverse a club and bow in a 
case, surrounded by a wreath. It was a beautiful coin in 
good condition, shewing no signs of paliuation* it was also 
very rare* which should have made one suspicious, but ibe 
lines seemed perfectly clear cL 2 1 and even she grain of the 
metal seemed to Lm present. Shortly after ibis coin came 
into my possession it dealer produced a second* and a third 
wns iu the cabinet of u wdl-ki 1 1j w ii cut k clor i n India, This 
would not be unduly remaikubk nor yet the fact that all 
three coins originated from llio same dies ( but they also had 
the same flaws on llie rim and the same degiec of eccentricity* 
Now by the ancient j net hod of coin making without any form 
of collar it is most improbable that two coins, even from the 
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Same die, should bo struck with identical margins on Lhe 
Durip tini.l almost impossible that they should have the same 
thiw* on the edge. The British Museum afterwards confirmed 
that my coin was a forgery. The dealer was probably him¬ 
self deceived by bis specimen, and admitted after seeing 
mine that it must be ti forgery, but the welUknown collector 
is still convinced that he bus a rare and genuine coin* 


The lettering of cast corns is often mctal-fiiled and coins 
with ibis defect are best left ulone. This is a good guide 
and so also is the presence of small cracks round the rim, 
caused by the sudden expansion of the metal under pressure* 
This cun not be reproduced in n east, which tends to gloss 
over the minor defects of :i din-struck coin. Evidence of 
double-striking is also a re assuring sign. This is a very 
common fault in genuine coins of the ludo-Grcek series, but 
the first etiike is so nearly obliterated by the second, that 
all traces of it would be lost in a cast copy* 

Just as the edge of a coin h often conclusive in proving 
it genuine, it is often very helpful m detecting a forgery. 
A mould is made of two pieces of clay joined together sit the 
circumference of the impression* with a small aperture where 
the met:d will b_ poured in* Naturally enough this junction 
will usually be imperfect. There will, in the first place, bo 
a flight seam or ridge appearing OU the east, and secondly 
the two iuilbmtiidds may noi perfectly coincide* giving the 
effect in the cast of two coins placed eccentrically one over 
the other. Finally* as Slrakur has described, a funnel 
of metal will remain where it was ponied into the mould. 
Tlu counterfeiter must doctor his cast in order to remove 
these defects and tlie shortcomings of his work arc often 
evident. Therefore* beware of a coin which shows the 
marks of n file or of any cutting Or burnishing of the edge. 
These marks may be very fine and even invisible to the 
naked eye. Likewise a coin on which the obverse and reverse 
types arc partly surrounded by a depressed area between 
them and the edge of the coin is most suspicious* These 
areas will be nt opposite ends of the coin T as would result 
from the sticking together of two halfpennies* which did 
not perfectly coincide. In this respect, an examination of 
the outer edge of the letterieg is often helpful* if it touches 
the edge of the coin at any point. If the coin be struck* 
the cuds of the letters will stand up on a level with the 
edge of the coin and at right-angles to the field* If the coin 
be c:tst p the strokes of any letters which touch the edge will 
be rounded * or will lie back at an angle from it. I his 
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indication cannot of course appear if the types be placed 
centially on the Quu, so that the legend in no piece touches 
the edge of the coin. 

Occasionally a counterfeiter may resort to marking the 
surface of his cast in order to give the impression of wen r, 
or to cover tip evidence of forgery. This is not it common 
practice in India, and should it bn present, will not deceive 
a careful observer. Similar marks may also appear by 
accident on a genuine coin. 

Official forgeries must now be mentioned. They are of 
two kinds, both struck from the original dies, but one is 
plated and the other is in base metal. They do not occur 
in bronze. A didraebtn of each kind is in my collection 
und neither has any ring. An ordinary Cast forgery may ring 
as soundly as a genuine coin. The plated coin has a slight 
crack on the neck of the bust ; it is also slightly thinner and 
larger than a normal coin, though it is bard to give any 
reason for this. Should this type of forgery he well worn, 
the base metal core, may be exposed, but [his is seldom the 
case, and many such fakes must go undetected. The base 
metal forgery was only detected by the lack of ring, a slight 
lack of weight and—after cleaning—an appearance of base 
metal. A cleverer production would be dfficult to spot, and in 
fact the border-line between official forgery and authenticity 
is very ill defined 

There remain certain features which in my experience 
me of little practical assistance. The sound of the metal has 
already been mentioned ns being no guide of modern casts. 
The size of the coin, both in diameter and thickness, is also 
of small distinguishing value, for though a cast may differ 
in both respects from its original, the originals themselves arc 
apt to differ according to the pressure of the striking. The 
same applies to weight as although Indo-Grcek coins were 
nunted according to Indian standards of weight, the honesty, 
skill or accuracy of the money its varied, while corrosion and 
wear also lake (heir toll of the original weight. The fineness 
of silver varies considerably even in the issues of a single 
ruler, while modern casts are often made in fine silver, so that 
the colour of the metal must also be rejected as a useful 
guide to authenticity, 

Mistakes in spelling should not be taken as proof that a 
coin is false, even when occurring in the Greek legend with 
which the engravers were probably familiar, In my collection 
is a genuine di drachm of Strata’and Agathakleia with the 
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rending ,J A TA 0O K A GO Y E’' lor »ArA0OKAEEA.£” end 
another of Mummies roads IJ EPMAFQY for ^EPMAIOY, 
Mistakes of this kind are more than likely to occur in modern 
struck forgeries, but for other reasons already discussed Lhase 
should not be difficult to detect. 

To sum up, forgeries may be of two periods, ancient and 
modern. Ancient forgeries may be divided into three classes : 
two of them, plated and base metal coin r , issued by thii 
mints, and the third, casts of coins, then current, itmde by 
lucul manufacture. Modern forgeries arc of two classes: the 
first, cast copies of original coins and the second, struck 
copies from forged dies. 

The following table may help to clarify the points which 
have been mentioned. 


Table 


CHARACTERISTICS 


Coma 


1. Soapy surface — 

2. Effects of corrosion + 

3. Flat field + 

•I, Frosted surface — 

5. Clenr citt type + 

6. Pitting — 

7. Doctored edge — 

8. MetuUlilledkliers — 

9. Resonance +- 

10. Surface crucks — 

11. Mistakes in legend ± 

12. Peculiar style — 

13. Doable striking -t* 

14. Drum stick lettering + 

13. Extra large flan — 

16. Extra thin finn — 

17. Bad colour ± 

18. Clacks on the edge + 

19. Patina + 

20. Grain in the metal + 


FORGERIES 

ANCIENT MODERN 


riat«i 
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Metal 
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+ means that a characteristic is likely to be present. 
— that it is unlikely to be present. 

± that if present, no inference can be drawn from it. 

* * 


* 
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A Post-script (dated 12th July. 1961) 

I think the foreword explains the booklet to some extent 
mi corrects one or two mutters of nomenclature. The notes 
were written without reference books, and sonic of the ilungs 
that J said sound to me now rather naive ami dated, Jn 
particular this might be said of the prices I have quoted on 
page 108. However there ei >, two points of fact which I think 
ought to be put light if these notes are to here-printed. On 
page 107 p I mention two coins of Hermiuas which I had 
been told by Shakur Weit forgeries. Its spile of wiuit he 
wrote to me* and which 1 quoted, I now have no doubt that, 
whde one was a forgery, the other was perfectly genuine. In 
fuel having had rather mure experience now than I had then, 
1 don't think l should have much difficulty in making a similar 
decision today. In 1950 1 corresponded with John Marshall 
on the subject and submitted these two coins to him* 
His reply was as follows : 1 Thank you very much for giving 
me ati opportunity of seeing the two Hermaios didrochms, 
wlvicb l return herewith* 1 have marked these A and B on 
the envelopes, A is obviously n cast forgery, and a poor otic 
at that. B is a genuine struck coin but the lettering of the 
obverse has been damaged by heat. This might easily have 
happened, if the forger was using it for hid. matrix and left it 
by accident in the matrix, when the latter was into the kiln* 
Mr. Shakur said that he saw the forger take the coin from the 
matrix, when the latter bail cooled- Or the forger may acciden¬ 
tally have left the coin on the furnace, the heat from which 
may have melted the surface of some yf the letters without 
damaging the rest of the coin. And as the coin was of little 
value, he may have amused himself by palming it off on 
Mr. Shakur as one of bis own forgeries. Whatever happened, 

1 am quite satisfied that thri didrachm was not cast by any 
Indian forger," 

The other point which needs correction concerns a 
"[dated” coin mentioned on page 172, where I remarked that it 
has a slight crack on the neck ol the bust, etc. 1 am now 
satisfied that this coin is perfectly genuine and of solid silver, 
so all my remarks about it should be discounted, including 
characteristic no* 10 in the table. 



MINTS AND MINTING IN INDIA 

VPEXDRA TUAKUR 

The evolution of currency was one of the most significant 
revolutions in th heistory of mankind that changed the face 
of the economic world* though it was a slow and long process* 
This evolution passed through the different interesting phases 
of the gradual evolution of human civilisation. 

The origin of the coins is to be traced to the steady 
growth and development of the method of exchange! on which 
thq economy of the primitive men depended- The method 
ofexc hange of tku iirinutive men w«s virtually confined to 
barter, which most probably arose from the practice of 
“mutual propitiation of gifts" and gradually the idea that 
^the present received should be of like worth with that 
given" was established; and exchanged articles in course of 
of time lost character of presents". 1 * * * * 6 The system of barter 
h j ill advantages and disadvantages both ; hut notwithstanding 
all the difficulties, it was the earliest means of carrying on 
commerce* This system is So be seen in India as late as 
the age cE ZMarffuujiCnHi the Pali canons* 1 Gautama and 
Vniishlba^ 1 

In the next stage, the necessity was felt to use certain 
commodltits ol general value ns the standard media of 
exchange* This medium, in cotusa of time, expressed itself 
through extraordinary shapes and varied according to the 
class wiihin which it circulated. Amongst the Vedic Aryans 
cows were ihc appropriate measure of value Horses suited 
bettcj tu the military class.* In the M\ih^hhdrata K a teacher's 
fee i$ mentioned as 800 stenis of the best breed* 
In the agricultural stage, ageicuttural products* parti¬ 
cularly the staple com were used as currency* The 
Jatiikn* mention slaves, rice and other food grains ms Urn media 
ot exchange. With the development of commerce, a rticles 
like garments, coverlets and goat-skins became the media of 


1. Spencer, Thu Pr fuddle* p/.tffldWfljy, pp* 99-100. 

2* ('i/BtiMftfiai VI Y - 1 .1. 

3- VILlfiffi 

4* Plfllni. th 37 fT, 

5* MUL III. 195,9 ; ¥ t !06.1L 

6. J&fa&a fed. Fays boll) U 124 tT. 
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e xchan ge. 1 Pan ini lias mentioned some interesting devices 
Jikc Mutter, isrjta and Harl (i. c. grains of these measures)* 
uitd lias testified to the use of cows ifio-p u eh a h Atij* and pieces of 
ctolb us llie measures of definite value. 1 

Then came the metals as the media of exchange. At 
this stage, metals were weighed in scales and given for the 
purchase. Different stun duals were used for gold, silver and 
copper f and oil these were based an the weight unit 
of tfufija berry, which was also culled raktikS and krltlmla 
(approximately 1.6 grains).* The metals worked into or'nn- 
ments. Inter became the units of exchange with the develop¬ 
ment of the notion of the Wnnit of value 1 ', which revolutionised 
the structure pattern of trade, economy amt the governincut, 

t hus, il appears that the coins, us known in terms of 
modern connotation, had taken their shape in India by 
the seventh centnry It. C. '1 licse earliest coins are now 
known as the ■‘punch-marked” coins (ahatutmidra). They 
are pieces of silver ; though irregular in shape, they are 
of definite valnc and bear bold stamps of marks, struck from 
different punches. In these symbols they hud the guarantee of 
the issuing authorities as regards the quality, purity mid weight 
of the itietnl representing (hereby n definite value that obviated 
»3| the difficulties, inherent in the cm Her metallic curiency. 


1 

Scholars generally believed that (heeaily pundumatked 
coins were the private issues of the money as and traders.* 


). 

2 . 

3. 

4. 
3. 


Pa n ini, 11, 37 C 
Ibid. 

I Li id,, vv.i *p i lie term used in the transactions 

done with Cow [JlfiSI. X L p. 190k 
Pnoini. 11, 37 IT. 

A. X, Pose, .Vacfa/ amt Huml Economy of Nwthttn 
Jmhu t II, p. 357; Coins weir also tome times made of lead 
(r. ff. reference to k-ad Kahaptmu in the JfidSnutar/.a), 
nickel __(of Indo-Gretk kings, Ksim drakes and MSIavas), 
potiu (Andlira-bliritya kings) and some times of 

wood, bamboo, palm-leaf, or lac passed current if they 
bore the requisite impression of ru/in (Cf. Buddfinghoshn] 
For different views. see Smilh. CCfJf, (3,1; 
Bhmidarkar, /Vir, Ac. 1921, pp. 96 ff. A Hi, A ft, 

1905'flli, p. 153; 1913-14, p. 220} Centenary Supplement 
to the J HAS, 1921, p 175 ; J AS ti, 1934, XH, No XI.V, 
f '‘° XLVH (Dmv<i Prasad’s article}; 

“'fvJl' 5?;„ A K ‘ 1:1 X'X- PP* 571T ; Da, i 

m SA,Sf, XVII, pp 2/-32 & .Iff, Vom. Volume. I960, 
PP- 1 * « }} M- Staffh in JtfSl, XX, pp, 114 ff. : M.s, 
Rhys Davids in JHAS. 1901, p, 677 etc. 
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But the extant sped mens have now convinced them that 
none oFTRSm Were private issues wJ ibcj? were issne>l by 
llie*Srates. 1 We, however, flint that in spite of the fuel lltftt 
tt^Mmnierci nl community would lme very much bene fitted 
bv the issue of these State coins, they were very suspicious 
about them. They did not rely entirely on the State- 
stamps on the metallic piece. They thought it better to test 
for themselves and put their own marks thereon. Tins we find 
in the form of minute inmks, scattered all over the nan ol 
these curly coins. It secmS, merchants and money-changers, 

put their own minute minks, to testify their worth, whenever 
the coins passed through their hands. 

That the traders turn! merchants had ever issued their own 
coins, is not testified from any literary source. Undoubtedly 
there ui'o u few pieces found in the region of laxibi, which 
bear the words iii i/ama. They uf much later date p ftiul tend 
16 suggest that ili^V ^ere issued by the guilds of merchants. 
But scholars very much differ about their attribution. Jayas* 
Wal believed thnt the nr^rema coins were issued by the State for 
the association of the city merchants ;* Bhandnfkar suggested 
that on these coins, the term ntgivna stands for City States, 
Recently, Lallan ji Gopal interpreted these coins as having been 
issued by the m./dww ns I lie authority in charge of a particular 
city,* But the available specimens of this coinage are 
only ftWi It is not unlikely that tb^y werft issued by 
tlje nivam* for teaimctkros between iliimstlvcs and them 
ciLstum :is wi- have instance oT tssuei by business 

firms iti many western countries* From archaeological 
sources we have nothing so far to suggest that 

merchant* were issuing coins in IehUu. Yet it is nut unlikely 
that there were traders' currency in this country prior to 
Hie introduction of ihe State coinage mid they were ibe 
precursors of the hitter. 

We do not know how the currency and ihu mint were 
regulated by the State prior to the Maury an period. By 
the time of Kuuplyu's Arih<tiiiitr&, however, they had come 
under the most rigid control of the State. The minting ot the 
coins was now the sole concern of the State, The Suprlnteildcot 
of the Mint ihhhat/Sdh^iiba) was authorised to issue cams on 
behalf of thc~ Stfltc . making c ounterfeit coins or using 

1. Spooner. ,-J.V /. .-IB, 1905-6, PP 150-55; Btiandarkar, AS I, 
AH, 1913-14. p. 210. 

2. SMC, AT, mtru. 

3. Hindu Polity, p. 23-1* 

4 . VOT/tiffhltfl IscUiTft, p. 1/5, 

5. JWM, XXII, P- ■*2. 

23 
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ihum were heavily punished, Spies we re appointed by the State 
to hunt after the manufacturers of cauntgrfdt corns'TTiTid 
wht-ri any counterfeiter was detected, he wdTTxrtTteii-d from 
the State, 1 The State also uxceieised a general supervision 
and control over the media of exchange. A State officer named 
JtiifmdariiJsa, ^ mentioned in the ArtUiMra. regulated the 
Currency,* There was a well developed science of coinage 
and currency known as RupmUta. [tedding bosh a i;i his note 
on rttptuuUu advises a learner ' to ' turn oveTend Over many 
coins- Thb dearly indicates that it was nn applied science 
arid much of the knowledge could be derived empirical I y. 
The science, in all probability* treated of (ji the metallic 
composition of coins; (ii) theii shape and technique ; (hi) their 
devices ami places of manufacture and circulation ; (iv) the 
mint ; [v) the offices connected with the manufacture of coins 
and regulation of currency ; (vi) detection of counterfeit coins ; 
and (vii) in iking a revenue by inflation and sophistication, 
fiiii science was considered as the subject of setious study 
no: only for n tradesman but also for the princes for the 
reason of proper administration.* 

Unfortunately no text of any R aggiUfa is now extant: 
but usi m tr;i of it cnn (jail from a vfry lute ISfrof 
simikr nature called Bbvva-parikkha r u work by T bn kkum 
Phern yfhp was the mint-maste r oJ Dd fai mint itx tbc^tl^FoT 
Suitanir^ it deals in detiTT witlTTbe Irietallic 
campazitiojj of llic- coins and their vtilue* 


What devices were used in an official mint in ancient 
days is nowhere described ; but incidenlly Kau|ilyn gives n 
list.of things that w:re used in u counuTTttier's atelier, 
Obviously, the same tilings would have also been used in tie 
Slate mints, They are : various kinds of metals \hla), alkalis 
(■>v.v:o-.r, ch.iiiu:,] ,tei, ■ bdJpw fiAittfra), i i 
hammer {miuhfika), anvil \adhlkarm), crucibles iwWi-n uni dies 
vni_h d signs !/,mvMr«hd. Wii h these tinngs. [h oce ss ol 
minttng coins may well be visualised. The metals were first 
melted in Crucibles mid purified with alkalis; then hammered 
into sheets and finally cut into pieces mid stamped with the 
famm-fanm* 


The punch-marked coins bear only various kinds uf 
symbols and have no inscriptions. S;>, it is very difficult to 
know about them in any detail. These coins have been found 
_scaue^d iiMoyitr thee inn iry and (heir h mnls. so far known 


1. Artfaiaitra, II, 12; I V. L 

2. Ibid,, IV, d, 

3. < Vr tmfcha,l Lttfurgt, p, 1 .■. .. 
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exceed hundred . 1 The rum lysis of their distribution has 
enabled the numismatists, working on these coins, to classify 
them into two dear series. The fir st serie s includes those 
coins whic h arc known to fauvfcTDeen found within lbe limits 
of a part[cnlnr men. The: coins found in one area arc 
quite different from the coins found in another area in 
their make* fabric,, symbols and weight. These coins* by their 
confinement within a locality* suggest that they were the 
issues of that- very locality, where they have been found. 
The other aeries consists of the coins found throughout the 
coTmUy"from north to south and east to west and they are of 
oi ic wdjffftj I anffard and bear uniforms My five symbols. In 
other words they were universal coins of the country and were 
current during the period when the country had an imperial 
administration. And, wc know that in the early period, this 
was the ease in the times of the N undos and the Maury as. 

Another very important fact to be noticed in this 
connect ton is that the coins of the first series are not found 
generally along with the coins of the second series. If per 
chance, they are known in any hoard, they are only a few and 
fire the most worn of the lot. This further makes it dear that 
tlw local coins were earlier than the coins of the imperial 
series. This no doubt places the coins of the first series in 
tlu; ago of the Mak&janapvda*, just before the rise of I he 
Mu gad ha n empire* 

Thus, even without knowing the meanings of the 
symbols* we are able to distinguish the coins of various 
fiiifiajandpadat* The coins of each janapaid have their own 
distinct symbol or symbol-group, weight-standard and metro* 
logy. These coins also probably include the coins known in 
the curlier literature as iirt-iawHcf riMArflfai, tjimiatika r i fitja etc* 
These coins have one* two or four symbols* 

The coins having two symbols, in most cases, have 
the same symbol repeated and for the purpose of any 
interpretation they arc at par with the coins of one symbol* 
The coins having four symbols may be distinguished into 
thice series ; ji) having a set of two symbols, each symbol 
punched twice t fir having three different symbols^one of them 
being stamped twice * and (tii) having all the four symbok 
different The coins of the latter scries* may be placed 
with the cobs bearing five symbols for the purpose of any 
interpretation * 1 

1 , Gupta, F.Lh, A Ilvbiiof/rxiphy of fAd Ifoanh I of tht Punch* 
war fed Coin** 

2* These observations arc based on the studies of P>L. Gupta, 
which is not yet published. 
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A passage in the VituMhimaijga., a Simbalese work of 
late date, says that every place, which issued coinage, had its 
own distinguishing murk or murks stum pud on it; by observing 
which the hiranniksi (shroff) could at once tell from which place 
a particular coin came. So, it is not difficult to co-i elate 
the symbols on the coins of the first or the local series with their 
find spots and suggest the locality of their origin. It appears 
that all or most of the sixteen mahsjmapadtxr, and probably 
a few smaller States also, issued their own coins. In all 
these cases their mints would have been situated in their 
capital cities like RSjagrthn or PStnliputrn, Kosrtla, KSsi etc. 

Hut it is difficult to know, which of the symbols 
indicated the mint or locality in the case of the coins that have 
four or five different symbols. It is easy to think that each 
of the four or five symbols must be representing the different 
institutions of the State j and us such various suggestions have 
been put forward hy a number of scholars regarding the 
symbols of the Kdr*ha)hvni series t.e, hrwrtg five symbols. 

' According to them, they iepresent State, king, mint, religion 
and mint-master; 1 2 but no suggestion bus been made 
so fur about it particular symbol representing a particular 
institution, with the solitary exception at the “three- 
in-died hill with crescent", which is identified os the 
rri/tjiifcj of the Mauryas. 1 Tims, it is not easy to suggest 
ii all the imperial coins were issued from one central mint or 
there were several mints in various provincial head.quarters 
of the empire. However, the analysis of various hoards of 
the imperial punch-marked coins seems to indicate that 
at least iu the time of Asoka, if not earlier, there were more 
than one mint functioning in the empire, I resides ;s central 
mint at Patuliputru, there were at least three other mints; one 
in Central India, not unlikely at Ujjayinl ; the other in the 
region of Faxiln umt the third somewhere in ICnlmga or 
Andhra. 


II 

Sometime in the third century 1J, C., a new technique 
of manufacturing coins was introduced in this country. It 
was the technique of ousting coins from moulds, instead of 


1. Chskravnrty. S, N„ JllBtU.i, XX, p. 84 f Allan, BMC, 
1 /' iiitrot, LXXtl i Ki;ns: l nvbi| IX D. f hifliun ■! »ft» 

\Y'f: > ,D«P I’rasad, :W, XLV, P< 80; 

'V -dsli, E.H.L , / <meA marked Coi> a from Taxila , p. 5, 

2, Thin is the observation of t 1 , L. Gupta after an examins- 

1 lc ' n more than If.i t Ol>0 punch-marked coins scattered 
all ovsr India 
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punching several symbols by separate dies# a single model was 
prepared# where nil the symbols were put together! and then 
trorn that model# moulds were made and molten metal was 
poured into the moulds to cast the coins. 

We have early cast coins having only symbols# in some 
cases only on one side and in most cases on both the sides* 
These cast coins are known only tn copper and are mostly 
confined to the period in the pre-Christian era* In the latei 
period# they arc rarely known The only State that issued 
moulded coins in the biter period was that of the Yaiulheyas- 

Along with the technique of casting coins# another tech- 
nique of manuFactimng coins was employed in this comi'ry 
and it found great popularity- This was the technique of 
striking coins from dies which was distinctly a developed form 
of the technique earlier employed in making the punch-marked 
coins. Here instead of making punches haying a single 
symbol, the entire motif was engraved on a single die and 
was later slamped on the metal pieces This device saved the 
labour that was used in stamping a coin four or five limes 
by punches having a single symbol. This technique also had 
superiority over the cast technique as the dies here 
look ihe place of molds and despen&cd off with the necessity 
of making moulds. 

Though the technique of casting coins did not find Favour 
with the Stale mints, it nonetheless proved a very useful 
device to the counterfeiters. M wy mould*, use I in Stale minis 
as well a s in the ateliers of the counterfeiters have come 
to light and m exhaustive study of these moulds wax 
made by Birbal Salim in his work Th* Ttehniqw 
Cmting Coin* in Ancient India? wherein he has examined 
the moulds found at Krun# Kohtnk, Tnxila, Mathura, At nrunjj 
Khera h Sunchi, Ko^dapur, SimeU K^lu p Nilamhi and 
KadakaL Since then, some moulds have also come to 
light From Sisupilagarh 1 nnd Kbokbfukot* Mathura 1 anti 
Kondapur moulds . 4 

These moulds were made either of metal or of day. 
While a single mould of metal has come to light from 


I. Aftmoir published by the Numismatic Soddj of India. 

2 f Ancient India, No, 5, p* 99* 

3 JNSfAXV, pp, 6B*6H 

4 r fjfigit XVI, pp. 173 m 

5 Pnnch marked Coin* »i tfe Andhra Prudnh G*vcmm*nt 
MvMuWi pp. 132-135* 
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Erag, cby-moulds are numerous. The bronze die, foiled at 
limn, was n broken mould nbcm half an inch thick, with * 

n depression at life back with the impression of n punch* 
marked coin. Tilts was evidently n forger's apparatus, meant 
to counterfeit ft punch-marked coin, that was produced curlier 
l-y Slumps tig Severn I punches. 

rhe clay moulds show that three distinct techniques of 
moulding coins were employed in this country, One 
such is known from Robtiik. The moulds used in. this 
technique belonged to the Stats mint of the Yuitdbeyus. 

Several thousaiiil fragments of these moulds were accidentally 

discovered by Bit bat Siihnj, 1 They belonged to the coins 

tit thy \ a ml hey as* which bear tbu legend Yvuilkttfiitiam 

Ihiftti lDntf$kii * with a bull on one ihle and an elcphnnt on the 

other. UiLy were naide up of a series ol discs placed m u ^ 

vertical column. 1 lie whole pile of the discs was plastered over 

wilhcUy, only a fmmcRike crater beiiig left at the lop for 

receiving the nioUtu metal The crater led vertically down 

into n central canal, like the shaft of a mine. From this 

carnil, a gain as in xl mine, horizontal channels led out at 

dtffoeiit levels, and these opened into the coin sockets^ At 

eucli level tight such channels radiated from the central shaft 

and opened into as many coin sockets arranged in a ring. 

The coupled faces of the contiguous discs bore (he negative 
impressions of the obverse and reverse respectively, and 
Wet* so placed ns to make the apposite sockets coincide 
exaClly* After the metal had been insured in and the moulds 
wtse cud enough, they were broken up and the coins attached 
to an- whorls at the end of the sjx.ibes, were broken off. This 
cotui hi; apparatus was more complex in sliucturo than artV 
yd discovered anywhere and indicated a high degree of ski'll 
ami intelligence. Bit bal Salmi, who studied these 
moulds in their niiimit-sl details, is of opinion (hat they were 
comaparolively finer and more efficient than the Roma., 
moulds/ 

The second technique of casting coins is noticed in the 
moulds found at Mathura, Sifepalagarh and Kcmiapur The 
Mathura coin-moulds arc round discs Z3Y in diameter, of 
very fine day, baked rcil, on whid, the impressions of' the < 

punch-marked coins arc clearly preserved. Ten such Complete 
iiud one hull discs were discovered in the digging at the Katra 
hCSayau&sn, one of the oldest sites of Mathura. Some of 
the discs have the coin-sockets on only one side, the other 

L Technique cf Catting Coin* f™ Ancient India, pp. 7-B. 

2. Ibid., p. 58. 
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side being blank and the others have the coimsockcts on 
both Ibe sides* This suggests that the complete coin-in on Id 
Consisted of at IoilsI three discs ; the middle disc bore coin* 
sockets on both the sides and outer ones bud blanks on their 
exposed faces* It is quite possible that the moulds bud 
more than one middle disc with coin-sockets on both lbe 
faces. There nre tenons and mortices on the coupled faces 
which enabled the operator to replace the discs in position 
after the models were icmovcd i on the rims of most 
of the discs obi que key lines are noticed. Avery thin luting 
was used to cover the men Ids, The luting was composed of 
relatively courser clay than the usually fine clay of the discs 
The metal was poured in the moulds ut the side, into u 
peculiarly shaped opening through the edges of the discs, 
where they met. From the only complete set of three discs* 
it is known that lbe edge of the middle discs was cut away 
into a V-shaped notch* with a straight channel on each face 
lending from the notch to a point just beyond the centre. From 
this main channel four short brunch channels came off at 
right angles, iwo from either side oF it. The aids oi these four 
channels and that of the main channel itself, communicated 
with the five coin sockets. To complete the opening at 
the edge of the triple mould, the two outer discs were excava¬ 
ted on iheir inner sides into shallow depressions, which either 
fitted opposite each usher on either side of Lite notch in the 
middle disc, or lay obliquely un the iwo sides of the middle 
disc. These channels wu.e made only on ou- of the two 
coupled faces i on 1 lie other faev coin-sockets have no canals 
leading to them. These moulds bear impressions of the pimch- 
markid Coins, 1 

Two mould discs* like those of the Malhurfi moulds* 
bearing the impressions of the pwch [luirkuL coins* were 
found at SisiipjUugitrli* neat lUuivancdivaru iu 194SL 1 hey are 

of gicy colour. On ■ of thorn is compUtc ami the other is a 
fragment. l£nch belongs to mi i id [ e ..Put mould and shows 
Coin sockets on one face only, white the other ss plniti- It is trot 
possible to say if the complete mould Consisted of only two 
discs or more like that of Minimi a moulds. But unlike the 
Maihuri moulds, the complete dbc shows dev, si coin sockets, 
placed irregularly* The fragmentary disc has preserved only 
one complete socket and portions of iwo circular coins. On 
the ttm of the complete disc aiv engraved some key-lines, 
consisting of two ot l luce straight lines and an uhlique lino* 
which were presumably continued on the in Is sing couple. The 


J, Ibid., [>p* 44, 59* 
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fragment ary disc fins nn oblique lino on its edge* No luting 
was delected on the edge of ehhor disc. Instead* 1 lie 
fragmentary disc has its edge Flight ly raised, which was 
obviously intended to Insitre a close coupling with its missing 
counterpart. The complete disc has at its rim a V-shaped 
notch with a straight channel for the inflow of the molten 
metal; but it is not connected wiih the coin-sockets by means 
of feeders, that might have existed on the missing Couple 
of the disc. The fragmentary disc shoWs k besides the central 
channel, feeders inter-connecting the individual sockets. 1 

Tutydoiii fragments of coin moulds* intended for 
casting punch-mark^, I col were found in the excava¬ 
tions at Kombpm in 3 '• iM. The fragments show lb at the moulds 
were discs 1 1 kllio^e of Mathura and £:su| llagiuh k made of 
clay baked light buff; a kw of them were grey* It upppemS 
from these fragments that each mould disc hud a number of coin 
sockets, arranged in two rows Some of the fragments show 
the straight main channel; but hear no feeders connecting 
the channel and the sockets. However, one fragment disclosed 
that the sockets had inter-con meeting feeders* The resto- 
NLtion of the disc* made by H. L. Giipin, shows that lhe 
mould discs of Koad ipur had on one face two row* of 
coin sockets on tin either sides of the sLraight centra] channel, 
much like the Complete mould of £ su[ alngurL At Ihe lop of 
the cbaftEiel, On lire outer side, these was probably a V shaped 
notch, but on no fragment of this part of the disc does it 
survive. One of the two coupled discs had no inter connecting 
feeders, while the other had, Justus hi the Mathura moulds 
No traces of key-huts and luting rue noticeable on the 
available fragments ; presumably they existed oei the complete 
discs. One of the fragments shows n slightly raised margin, 
which is much like: the ^margin ot ^ilupalugurb fragmentary 
disc. Tenon® and moWices like those seen oli MathurS 
moulds, are not uo'icej on any finguient. The Koi^Iapur 
corn-moulds appear to be mu.e akin fo Sisupalngnrh moulds in 
re pret of the aiTaugciiient of socket^ their feeders and the 
rim nt the edge* 

With the Flight differences in the forms of the moulds 
from Mathura, Siiupalngurh and Kondnpijr, the technique of 
casting coins from them was one and the same* The 
mctnl was ponied in these moulds at the side* The most 
important peculiarity of these moulds is that wiuk the Rohtnk 
moulds wt-ie meant 1o csft coins only once* ihese moulds could 

1. Ancimi India, No, 5, y* V9* 

Pwich mnrtfd * Vu'n# hi th? Andhra Pradmth ftoff* rnm* nt 

pp. 13&U3. 
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be used for reputed castings and were less complex in 
mttu re. 

Very similar to these mould-discs* are the mould-discs 
that were found ut Toxiln ami the square mould-slab found 
at Ataraojt Kb era* 28 moulds [8 complete discs and the rest 
in fragments} were found at Sirkap, meant For casting coins of 
Azesaud Manes, the £akn ruleis- Thsse discs are of two 
si^es, one about four inches and the: other about thiee inches 
in diameter. AM the discs are blank on one face and it is 
possible to couple some of them into pairs- It appears that 
the casting was done in pairs of dbes, ifae metal being poured 
in. through a funnel shaped excavation at (be edge. The mode 
of construction is crude, the clay is not well burnt, the finish 
is very poor and the discs in pair do not fit well Log-dhiT- 
There is no tenon and moilise device. Nov are ibe channels 
for flow r oF metal likely to have been very efficient. The 
funnel-like inkt narrows into a fine canal which feeds the 
nearest coin-socket, and it is ficm this socket that all the 
others have to be fed,, by equally narrow connecting channels. 
None of the moulds show T any trace d a luting, but this need 
not mean that no luting existed at the lime ot casting. 1 * 

The Atarunji Khcia mould is also a mulhple-coin mould; 
but unlike those described above, it is rectangular in shape?* I t 
is outwardly of bright red colour ; but the clay in *kq er 
layers b dark grey; In the middle uF the Foui sides is a large 
expanded opening fiom which several canals branch out to 
supply the coin-socket s Those canals, however* only feed 
the ucarist sockets which also communicant with number 
through short connecting chan neb. The sockets further re- 
moved from tlm main opening are supplied indirectly through 
ihe nearest coin-socket. The margin b slightly raised u\ 
order to insure n closer‘coupling with the counter putt. At 
cadi of the two corners, which are preserved, there b a tenon. 
This mould was meant to mould the copper cuius of 
lluvblika^ 

The third technique of casting coins is noticed in the 
moulds found at Snivel, Kass t MahwnlS, Stuichi and Khukm- 
koL Unlike the complex multiple moulds, dcsciibed above, 
these moulds are single coin-discs, They bear the coiu- 
i us press! on (obverse ot reverse ns the case may bn} only on one 
face, the other hdng either Hat u: slightly convex. The 
SuncL moulds were meant to cnsL Yaudhrya coins having 

1. 7 rduitSwe oft Vijf in# refit* frt And* nt /mife, pp iQfi 4 ), 

% Ibid., rp- 4J, 60, 
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Karttikeyu und the legend YauJfft/a ya>meyt jayd . 1 The KasT 
and NaloiKla moulds were meant for Casting Gupta gold coins. 
The single mould known from KasI is frog merit ary und has 
the impression of the reverse of the coin of Cbojidrngilpta II.* 
Naland 5 produced lbrut: dark grey terracotta moulds belong- 
ing to three different sets. One bears the obverse of Lfctc coin 
of Jnyuguptn and the rest two of Nurasimhagupt!!, one 
representing the obverse mid the oilier reverse, but not belong¬ 
ing to the same set of maul Js.* The Khokmkot mould has 
the reverse impression of the Aid coco type coin of Huvishkn.* 
Santhi mould relates to the coin of Visvascim of the Western 
Kshatrupa dynasty.* 


'Llitrse uni-coin moulds, found nt different places, more 
or less represent one and the same technique. The S unfit 
moulds are discs of about 28 nun, und bear the socket of the 
cutu 23 mm. in diameter- Round (he coin socket there is n 
raised rim 2 to 3 mm. wide, which has a rough fractured 
surface, except for n smooth gutter-shaped channel lending 
across the rim into the socket. It was along this rim that the 
disc was coupled with another bearing the opposite design. 
The two oppressed rims enclosed the coin socket und the two 
hu]f clnrmel: together formed the circular inlet for the maul, 
1 lie casting was done in a series of discs placed one over the 
Other, so US to make up a cylindrical pile. In between the 
contiguous pairs, a layer of clay plaster was placed like mortar 
between bricks. The whole pile was then plastered over on 
the outside with the saute binding material, taking care to 
leave open all the channels into the sockets. Thus, there 
would have been a longitudinal row of openings alone one 
side of the cylindrical mould, each leading independently into 
a com socket. How this row of canals was supplied with 
nictfil. is not clear from what is available. However 
.“"i 1]!, f conjectured some possible method of feeding t he 
corn-mould, some of the discs also show one or more narrow 
grooves, marked on their outer edges which in nil probability 
ol tay-Iino** * 


serves] the purpose 


The KSsi mould being fragmentary does not throw anv 

Khshal n^dd^ft d° k lbC T* wUh Ll,e Kh okratota 

mCald - 11 ,ioes "<* show any (race of feeding 


1. 
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A. 

5. 
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Ibid., p t >. 37 , 62 . 

** 81 , XV, p. P8. 

SJrTsf'«*■ *■ ,, 48. 
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ennui The coin-mould of JayagupU Is a clay cylinder 
3 cm. in diameter, 13 to 17 mm* high* with a flat bottom. The 
coin socket i$ placed concentrically on the upper end; it corn* 
muni calcs with the exterior through a rather wide channel 
which expands outward like a funnel, with the outer opening 
nearly twice as w ide as the inner. It bears lwo slightly 
oblique key-lines on the cylindrical exterior and also the 
tract* of mini lutings. But it h not possible to say if the 
coins were cast singly or in series like Satiel moulds. One of 
the moulds of Numsithhiigupta, which bears the obverse 
impression, is a disc b-9 inm* thick with a sign at the tint 
bottom. The exterior has lour well marked grooves Lu serve 
[IS key-lines. The inlet for the metal is very definitely funnel- 
shaped. The third Nil as nl a mould is 6-7 mm, l hick P with 
three key-lines raid fumisshaped inlet channel The detail® 
of the technique of casting by these Nalatida moulds aie 
not available, but essentially it would not have been different 
from that employed at Sunct. 1 


ill 

About the technique of striking coins from dies, little is 
known from undent sources. Not a single die of ancient 
coin? has come to light so far. lint this technique, once 
employed in about the second century B.C., continued through¬ 
out the centuries in the mints of Indian stilers and even 
today, the corns that are issued are die-struck, the only diffe¬ 
rence being that they are manufactured through m«hantcal 
process, while in tha olden days, it was manual An account of 
the process of manufacturing coins at the Bombay mbit towards 
Ib« end of the eighteenth century is availably to us. According 
to that, the metal wag brought to the mini in bins of the size 
of the little finger, where u number of persons, seated on the 
ground, provided will) scales and weights, a hammer, and art 
instrument between a chisel and a punch i before lmcIi man s 
berth was fixed n stone by way of anvil* Hi'- liars were cut 
into nieces, by guess, nnd if on weighing, any deficiency vyas 
found, a little particle Wits punched into the intended coin; 
if too heavy, u piece wus cut off, mid so on, until the exact 
quantity remained. These pieces were then taken to another 
person, whose entire apparatus consisted of only a hammer mid 
a stone anvil, ami he battered them into something of a round 
*hape p about seven-eighth uf an inch diameter and one eighth 
thick. Then they were ready lor impression. The die was com* 


1, Ibid., p. 39. 
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pogcil of fwo pieces : one inserted firmly into the ground, find 
the other t about eight inches long, was held in ihe right hand 
of tbu operator, who squatting on hU heels, filled his left hand 
vi fc 4h the intenleti coins, winch he with inconceivable quickness 
slipjxM upon the fitted die with his thumb and middle finger 
nod ivitli Isis foic-finger dexterously removed them when his 
assist nut* il seco d mm with n mall, gave it the impression* 
which he did sis rapidly as he could raise and strike with the 
mall on Ills die held in s he right hand of the cniner. 1 The 
technique in the earlier period would not have been in any 
way^uuch different from this*y 

I The coiii-moulds cmJ the coin-dies, stpntL from throwing 
ligbL npan the technique employed, reveal the birth place 
uI the coin p for they never pas^ into circulation^ While the 
coin is peripatetic, the moulds and dies arc ^static. They 
Imvl' therefore a historical value ui ih^ir own, The localities* 
la urn which She corn-moulds, described above* have been found 
may easily Le regarded as the eld minLskes, At the 
saane time il should not be ignored that the coin*moiiIds 
ilmt have been found m most of these places were meant 
fur manufacturing such coins, whose actual specimens 
aire not known to have ever been manufactured by casting 
process. While the punch-marked cos us were made by 
slumping several punches on the metal flan, the Sake, thy 
Kudiaua and the Gupta coins were produced by ille-sUuck 
tb l id ■ It ss only tFe boms ui the Ynndbeyas uf both the types, 
k j; owu u i the 1111011 Ids oj R L jfa L ajc an■ 1 Su uCt l lia t were a 1 ways 
mould- d. Again, U is only at Tsesc two sites that (he moulds 
have b 1 ,ui found in considerable number. At other pluces 
Lhoir finds are sporadic. It b, therefore, not unlikely that the 
moulds found ul Ernq t Mathura, Sistipalagaih, Ko^dajmr, 

ivasip f*a umla and Klinkrukjl might be the apparatus.-of tjae 
forger. While there could b* no doubt in this nature of the 
moulds found ut NsbiulS and Kbokrakot, there is 

also the probability oi other genuine moulds meant for 
issuing punch-marked coins. In their Case, li may bsr 
pomt cd out that no sil ver coins are known outside the l J nujaii, 
(whurc ludoGjcczk and Indo^ika coins were current) and 
Western India {whore the Western Kshat'rajMs'isued ' their'' 
Stiver corns- liU (he ris^ oi Guptas. During all this period, 
IhL* old puHch-m.trk- l coins were iu circu Litton. Hence, it is 
nut unlikely that during this period people couceived 
He idea or toll the need of making the punch-marked coins 
through tuts easy technique cd casting. 

T ‘ o/ JMfh * App. Note 13, 
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Durbg the second-first centuries 11. C. audio the firjsj, 
C', nil. r it : s A. D t Uleru svni it IaLgi: number of in In! Stated in 
western and c^ntnil India, who bad issued thuir own 
coins, which moat conveniently reveal iheir origin. Coins 
issued from Erarj. Ujjnin, KauslmbT t ^tthiihpMT. UiMhehika, 

Sudflvnpv he ft? the ptSWT names, wI iTcTj were undoubtedly 

l IuTToctlII t y wife iice tiivy were Iss u ed. S i mil a rly, t h £ coir] s 
of the Sibi and the Agreya republics show that they belonged 
to MaiEyamika uTHI AgFoiaka respectively. The local 
monarchic?! I States of Mathura* AhicbcbhrUrS, Kosala and 
V atsa bad also issued tti i r own colns”. They aril fdtmd“ 
in large finmbsrs in those locidldcs and indicate that they all 
had their own local muds. 

But it is not easy to determine the mint towns of 
the Punjab and tbe^ north-west, where rilled the lndo~ 
GrecRsTluiT] UBS Indo Sukas. They benr no uuTicalToig of 
tbo place of their origin. Tlie^e coins however* have some 
imMmgrarns in Greek and letters in Kharosldbi. J, Prinsep 
suggested that tbe^c monograms and letters stand for 
mints; 1 but be never developed it. Clunks Masson* and 
11, H* Wilson 1 shared Frlnlaep** view, but contributed nothing 
to its advancement, It was Cunningham who gave some 
serious attention to thvsu monograms and letters and 
published an ai tide, wherein lie attempted to explain some of 
the monograms. He illustrated 1:0 monograms of which 
twelve were Klinroslijhi let In 5 and the rest Greek, He 
ventured to re rid a iLiiml-i-r of the*c as the names of cities, 
taken from Ptolemy's map nf India and from other classical 
sources. 1 Put CtuiniDghuin's view was vehemently criti¬ 
cised by A, C hri bon diet* and A, Von SnllcL* Peicy Gardner* 
too, was hesitant in accepting his suggestion* In his firitith 
MwiUtn Cuttiloifiiv, he Wrote : - s Gcn. Cunningham baS well 
remarked* in regard to some of the Greek monograms, that 
their constant recurrence doting successive reigns proves that 
they cannot denote monetary magistrates, but must stand for 
mints. There is reason in this ; but when the writer goes 
further p and tries to identify the various mints which they 
respectively represent* we, like most students of these coins 
both in England and abroad, are unable to follow him. 
While therefore we must acknowledge the possibility that 

1. /Vuirfr/iV ISjuaff*) I, pp. 55*57* 

2 B JTASBt 1 &3C, p. 545, 

3, AruifUi Antitjuiiu p. 223* 

4 P Nam. Uhr&. t Vlll ftS-IG), p. 175*1%. 

5i AVp- JVWa, t 1SG7. p* 392* 

6, Zdt~f. Nurn.t 1879, fx 199. 
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many of the Greek monograms may stand for the names of 
the minis, we must slop short at that point. Nor does there 
seem to he any probability that we shall advance further, until 
the find spots of Bactrian and Indian coins are far more 
exactly recorded than they have hitherto been* The mono¬ 
grams and letters of the Pali alphabet do nut recur in the 
same way as the Greek, but vary far more ; and it does nut 
seem probable that they stand for minis,” 1 

In chapk-E If of his Onm of tk- Inda-fict/thitm* 1 
Gunmngbam answered his critics by adducing many more 
examples of the well known coins from the Greek, Cistuphoric 
and Parthian series which bear muttt names expressed by 
monograms or inscribed in 4ibridged form ns well as at full 
length, whose interpretation hits been generally accepted* 
But, no body seems serious about identifying the monograms 
and the letters as the mmtnmrks or the names uf the mints. 

The LndoGreek coins, on the basis of typology and the 
fled-spots, have been attributed to various regions; but l heir 
origin to any particular mint Or ndnls is nut suggested. 
The only place, where the Imlo’Gredc cuius might have been 
minted is believed lobe Sagaln or Sakaia, which according 
to the SliKniltyuttJm was'ttRnEapiliil of Menander. This belief 
rests only on its bring I he capital town. Saga I a has been 
identified with Siaikot in the Rs-dinu Donb by some scholars* 
and with SaflglawSlu Tibn by other* 4 * But 
neither a notable archmulogical site not a great source of 
ancient coins. Whitehead says that the Ur elm a Liua b 
furnishes no Such prominent site as could be ; lentified with 
Mcunnderis capital and principal mint. He has suggested 
K&pijj* as the alternative and it has found favour with 
‘TriluTi. 1 Geographical and archaeological considerations 
suggest, as has been rightly pointed out by A. K. N a rain, that 
Sftgalu in the Madra country. on nu uccount t can be referred 
To as the City of the Yoimk^s. On the other hand, archaeo¬ 
logical evidences favour UdySga ns the right place which 
could be identical with SSgala, the capital town and the 
principal mittt of Menander. This is further supported by the 
discovery of the two Bujaur hoards and the Yagbistan find 

L BMC, ff*S,Sntro. t p, lv. 

2. Num, ( hro* p 1 ^8, pp, 20-4-21 fi. 

3. Fleet quoted in Naraln, A. K. f Jndodrretka, App* 111, 
P, 173, 

4. S_tt. Mrijumdar, Cunningham * Ancimt Geography of 
Indin^ pp. 206 ft 

5. Nitm. C p Ar<L, 1950, p. 212. 

6. MarshalFs Taziia t p h S63. 
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in the Swat region consisting mainly of the coins of Menander 
iu almost mint-condition, and the only inscription referring to 
Menander, the SwSl relic vase of Mcridarch Theodaiiis »tul 
the Hajnur seal of Theodomus. 1 Recently, EdinutuI Zygmnn 
has suggested that Sag at a was also an lndo-Sakn mint. 
He has rend in a Kharosbthl monogram found on a 

tetra drachm of Azes II tii the coll eel ion of the American 
Numismatic Society. 1 3 

Kapisa and Pushkatevnii were the other two mint towns in 
the day? of the Tndo-Gtedu which is borne out by the coins 
bearing the legen«H~A"u!i , i#/iii i yi‘ uajartx iftrtulfl mnl f'ukhdavndl 
Jsxairt ir«M. A continuous series of the coinage of the Her* 
nmios type also show that the Kapisa area was in the posses¬ 
sion of the Greeks of Hommios' line, According to Marshall, 
Kapisa was also the mint town of the ludo-Sakus. He 
believed that certain Zeus types of Azilises, notably the Zens 
Nikephoros enthroned belonged to KiipisA. 1 13ui there is hardly 
any justification for this belief. 

Jenkins an the basis of certain numismatic evidences, 
suggests that Push ku! a vat! was abo a Sake mint. According 
to him, Pallas-type CoTartrthe Sukus were minted there.' 

Aracbosia was prabably onotliL-r mint town of the lndo* 
Sakas.—ffCSorJing to Marshall, tire Muues types of coins may 
he attributed to this mint. 4 5 6 But Jenkins does ttol accept this; 
however he recognises the existence of an indo-Sakn mini in 
AriLchosia, which Issued the coins of Vo nones group and of 
A wfsoruTAliTl ikes. 1 


IV 

Now' coming tu the times of the Kusharms and the Guptas, 
who ruled over considerable part of the country, we have 
a large number of coins of both lliesc dynasties, issued in a 
large number of varieties ; but on ikiejc of them any indication 
regarding the place or places of their issue could yet be 
not iced- While the Kashirin coins do not at nil help 
us in the matter, there is some such probability in respect 
of the Gupta coins. Some indications regarding the mints 
may he found on them if the symbols on the reverse of the 
gold coins could be properly analysed. The hugest number of 


1. pp, 172 73. 

2. Alfif. Jfttsum Notts, VII, 51-56. 

3. Allan in Marshall's Tafilti, S63; Jenkins, dt , 22. 

4. /JW/,'XVIT.it, p 22. 

5. Mi, up S62 IT. 

6. JNUI, XVII, li, 2IT. 
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tlu symbols sire known on the coins of only those emperors 
who wielded authority over a wider territory, while such 
symbols site confined only to one or two in respect of those who 
hud a shi nLiken territory for an empire. 

As regards the mints of ihc post-Gupto period in the north 
Anil the entire south, it is hardly possible to say anything. 
L n fortunately these blanches of Indian numismatics have not 
yet fouitil the Adequate attention of the numismatists, What¬ 
ever is known about these coins, in most coses it is based on 
guess or assumptions. Broadly, they may be attributed to 
some dynasties or territories and in some cases to kings as 
well; yet details lack about their place of origin. 

Though the Issue of the coinage was one of (be pre¬ 
rogatives of the inlets, yet the ancient rulers of India, 
never considered it imperative to use it zealously. We know 
of many dynasties, lug nod small, which never issued 

any coins at all, 1 he Stale issued coins ns a matter 
of convenience. If there was sufficient currency, they 
consult red it unnecessary to issue fresh coins. So, it is 
quite lifctiy^ that there were not many regular mints hi 

ancient India. At the same lime, the mints, noted above 
may not all have been regular mints. Similarly, there might 
have been some other mints, about which we do not know 
Anything, It is difficult to say if W e shall ever know 
about them. We have seen, coins hy themselves do not reveal 
muck about the., exact place of origin; and rain t-appa™ his, 
official us well as oi forgers, rarely came to light. 


However, this is not the case when we come to the 
mediffival juried of llie Indian history. The Muslim rulers had 
given exaggerated importance to their prerogative of sovercre- 
uty. known ns find The proclamation of life 

icgnant appellation and title of ike nchnil occupant of the 
tin-one or of El presumptive claimant to the matnad in (he 
rntiriy prayers n:ud the stamping of money inscribed with his 
At & ' v<<ie universally regarded us manifestoes of unchallenged 
supremacy or mcontrovirtible proofs of rebellion or treason 
bo, coins were Struck by the Muslim rulers not only from 
iheir capitul towns, but also in almost every town or 
province or country in tluir name to mark the occasion of 
Us conquest or acquisition by their arms. It is therefore not 
Wrong to suggest that many of such issues of the coins are the 
records of ike momentary triumph after u CaSltsl t i nCtirs i„ n Qr 
temporary raid, 1 UcV sometimes imply merely the formal 
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Acknowkilgement of allegiance on ih- purt of lit* hereditary 
chief of the place and occasional!}' they mean nothing but n 
nominal concession of supremacy on his part to ward uff an 
invasion or terminate the period of distress. 

As a result of this, the Muslim coins invariably bear the 
names of the place from where they were issued. 

The Muslim rulers ware not content with issuing coins 
from their head-quarters and the conquered territories; 
they also possessed mobile minis, which moved along with 
their armies, or with the camp of the kings and issued coins 
jf and when the occasions arose. 

Thus, we have a long list of mints, from the coins as well 
as from the literary sources, which functioned during the 
Muslim period. They may be distinguished by their nature us 
belonging to four categories (i) regular official mints, nt the 
central towns of the kingdom or province f (iil temporary mints 
issuing tikkii on the occasion of an occupation or conquest; 
(iiij mobile mints of the army ; and (iv) the royal camp mints. 

It appears that the mints of the second category were not 
a different unit from the mobile mints of third and fourth 
categories. But unfortunately, no attempt has yet been 
made to distinguish them properly. Many place names, 
bearing the epithets like lylt'ii (country) or Hdttd (territory) 
on coins undoubtedly show that the coins were not issued 
front any particular place hut were issued by mobile mints- 
within that territory. The Mughal coins issued from camp 
mints had the mint name Urdu (i.e. camp}. There are, however, 
many Mughal coins, which may be identified ns camp mint, 
though limy do not bear any such epithet. The Durrunis used 
the word liikxl on the issues of their mobile mints. 

The royal Mughal comp mint was known ns Mu\\tkir i fq!«tl 
(camping ground of the good fortune). In the lime of Akbar, 
coins issued from n large number of places bear the name of 
their origin with the title ijral-A'/iifil/dt (t, e, abode of the 
Khalifa', meaning the capital. Obviously all these coins were 
issued from the royal camp.tnint of Akbar, which temporarily 
formed the capital-seat of the government so long as the king 
Was there. Later on, Akbar suspended the use of the name 
of the mint place for some time from the year 9S7 or 9SS A.H. 
and instead used an anonymous epithet, t rdft-i^/ur- ijurin 
(camp associated with victory). 1 

The earliest Muslim mint in India was Lahore, which 
was named Mahmiidpur by Mahmud Ghazni, who issued 

L JCumyx Ura nt'd hi ff{r J- Jf. Sirkur, ;>p, 154 IT. 
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las coius bearing the name ol tliis mint place. The 
Turk Saltnns of Delhi issued their coins from their capital 
at Delhi, Of Ihilban we have a few coins, bearing the name 
Nagor, which had for some time been read as tia-Gaur and 
was Considered to mean Gaiir (Bengal). The coins bearing 
this name ate extremely few and may well be an issue of 
Khutbs and S'tkha type or may he issues of an expedition mint. 
Likewise, Luktmauli is found on the coins of Radu. 
Hal ban issued coins from A1 war, Sultanpnr and Laklmauti, 
On his coins all these places boar the epithet, Khitta, which 
suggest that they were camp mints, Kliiljis had only 
three mints—Delhi, Dcogir and Dnrut-Islaffl. DaruMsIam 
was the name given to Rntithombbor by Alauddia Khilji. 
Of the I ughlnqs wq have the coins which bear the names, 
besides the above three, Mi.lk-i-Tilung, Mulk-i-Mabar! 
Qutbabud , Tughluqpvir urf Tirhm Iqljni, Iqlitn Lakhnauti, 
Sul tan pur, Daulatabad, Sal git cm, DJinr, Ssim-t-Sind (plains 
of Sindh}, Iqlim Shark (Eastern country) and Sahr-i-Patua. 
Some of these mints betray their very nature of being expedi¬ 
tion mints. Syeds and Lodis conhned themselves to Delhi, 
Only some coins of Snbr Jaimpur are known, where they had 
made an expedition, 

1 rom the time of the Suris, the number of mints swell 
like ftny thing. Their coins bear the mimes Sheigarh, Ujjuiu, 
Agra, 1’unduuh, Chun nr, Rnmhambhor, Satgaon, Stirifnbad, 
She i gar h lihakkur, Shergarh Delhi, Fnthnbad, KuIpL 
Uwalior, Malkot, Bhanpnr, Hazarnt Rasul pur nrt Patna, 
Danibmrb qtb Tania, QiU Rtiisen, Awudh, ESduuii, Jhnsi 
mid Banuras. 


Hie list of the Mughal mints is much more exhaustive. 
They b five been compiled by C. R. Sing ha I 1 ami wu reed 
not enumerate lbciu here. It would be enough to say that 
Akbiir bad 84, Jahangir 3., Shnhjahan 43, Aurangzeb 87. 
Shah A lam 1 S3, Jabandar Shah 37, I’arrnkhsiyar kb, 
Muhammad Shall 71, Ahmad Shah 50, Alumgir II 59 and 
Shah Alonj II 102 minis. Mmy more names have come to 
light since the publication of this list. 


In the time of Famikhsiyar, the system of farming was 
introduced for the mints; i.e. the right of minting coins was 
&Vva tn P erSoi1s who guaranteed certain fixed annual 


1 . 
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revenue to the ray til exchequer. This swelled the number of 
the mints In hts and his successors* time with the result that 
when the Mughal empire became weak mid Shah Alrnn II was 
a nominal figure* every one* who asserted his independence, 
issued coins from his own place* 


The Gujarat and Bengal Sultans were other Muslim rulers 
who had issued their coin* from more than one mint The coins 
of the Gujarat Sultans are known from the mints at AhmaUnbad 
(Shahr-hmtinzaum—the great city?; Ahmad u agar tSlmhrd- 
Hu in ay an-l be auspicious city). Mustnfabad .Shahri^am-thc 
great city). Muhammad a bud urf Chumpanm (Shalird-muknr- 
ram-tho illu&tnous city); Kbit la dib h Umhuupur and Du u lulu- 
luul } It appeals that from frit: Gujarat Sultans, the later 
Muglials look fancy for giving epithets to t licit mint places. 
Ilodivuk has collected n list of all such honorific^ that the 
Muglml iifrcis used for their miut-cUks** They disclose their 
nature as well as the emperor's mind behind them. The Bengal 
Sultans had their coins issued from Lakhuauti, SuDargaOD, 
Ghsyattrpur, Sntgaoo, Elrozabad, Sahr-i nao, Mnfi££&mubad* 
Jnunalabad Fatbabad* Ghaiguon, Rabtaspur* Mahmud a bad., 
But baka bad, M u % uSu r a bad * M u b i l m m ad ah a d* H usai tmba d , 
Chundnibad* Nnsarutubadj Kbutifat&bad. 1 


VI 

The European tradersi that came to India, established 
their own factories and managed lo issue their own coins. Thu 
Dunes issued their coins from Tranquebor; ibu Dutch from 
Fulicatc, Negapntam* Masulipatlum* Pondicherry, Cochin mid 
Tuticorin* nud the French from Potidichcrry, Karikal, Yaction, 
MiSulipaUam, Mull*, Chiiuduruttgnr uni Surat, 4 The In do* 
Portuguese established ihclr colony at Goa arul lhence lbey 
issued fruit coins. Coins issued for Dili* Hussein, Chawl and 
other colonies arc also known, 1 

The English first established tlietr mint at Madras, 
then at Bombay and lastly at Calcutta. Besides the&e mints, 

1. Singhal. f 7 iu'al&$rtr of she ('oin* of th* (Vu jurat Sultans ifi 

the P. IK intro, pp, XXVUl-XXX, 

2, AT^,XXXV fc p, JL 

3* Karims. A,* t'orj us of the Muslim Count of J&ngot* p. 157, 

4. Sc hoi ten, C,* TAj Vain* of the Dutch Ootrsm* Territories^ 
pp. 134 fct 

5. Za>\ E*i Hisioirt Jfondaifj Jes Colonic* I'rancnises^ 
pp. 269 fL 

6 . Sati Uatatepie of the Oroyan't Collect ion* 
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the East India Company issued coissy from a number of local 
minls t when it occupied the territory where the mint was 
located. But these mints were soon after closed- From the 
Madras mint ihe English issued coins in the name of Arcot. 
Sometimes, coins bearing the mime of Arcot were also issmed 
from the Calcutta Mint. The Calcutta Mint* except for a few 
years in the begimung, never issued coins in its own name. Its 
coins mainly bore the name of Murshidabud. Coins in the 
name of ForrtikIsabad were first minted at the site hat later 
they were issued in the name of that mint from elsewhere* 
All these coins were in die name of the Mughal emperors. 
The Bombay mint in the beginning issued coins of the English 
pattern but soon returned to Mughal pattern and continued it 
in its own name. Out in the later days, towards the end of 
the eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth century* 
it issued coins in the name of Surat. * 1 

By 1834 k the mint activities of the East India Company 
became Confined to Calcutta, Bombay and Madras- But the 
Madras niiut Whs soom closed ; only the remaining two mints 
continued issuing coins for India during the administration of 
thi; East India Company anil tli^reaftei under the British re¬ 
gime. They are still working in the siune continuation- The 
coins of these mints bare no apparent distinction though 
ihert bad been some slight distinctions. On some of the 
coins oi the nineteenth century the letters B for Bombay 
'and C for Calcutta are found inscribed oti the reverse. 
But most of the Calcutta issues have no mint mark, whereas 
the Bombay issues have a dot on the reverse, which 
Still continues. The distinctive mark of the Madras 
mint is not known, but it is believed that the few coins, 
bearing two dots on the reverse were possibly the issues of 
that mint. 


About the mints of the native States, there is hardly any. 
thiug to suy, 1 After the decline of the Mughal power,, the small 
powers that cropped up had their own mints issuing coins, 
but :iot in their own name* They placed the name of tbJ 
Mughal emperors and were content with putting some marks 
as distinction. As for the mint, most of them gave the 
real place oi minting ; but some oi them used the name of 


JJittory of th, Coinage of th, Territorial of'(hi 

5 ;^^, -fWmwfc; JAX/j, 

1 . t? P-^ p Upendra Jhikur, “'Currcicv of Ttrhut 

XxTpp tl a05-Tj y of the Cwnpmj’s Rule", JNiU t 


* ■ Allaijp J #j JMC % IV, pp j 154-55,1 
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Shabiahannbad, the capital of the Mughal* When the Queen 
of England took over the adminstration of lu«Im from itio 
hands of the East India Company, these native States owed 
their allegiance to the Queen and issued coins in her nnme, 
in the same old fashion. Near about one hundred native 
States throughout India claimed the ri”ht of striking then 
own coins after their adhesion to Britain. But this right was 
conceded by the British to only those who could vindicate 
iheir claim and thus thirty-four States retained she privilege of 
minting. Some time after, most of these Status surrendered 
their right of coinage to the British administration At the 
end there remained only flatdernbad, Jaipur, Tunk, Orcblm 
and Travancorc, which retained the privilege uf minting coins 
in silver and copper ; Kutcb. Jftisalmcr and Kishauginh in 
silver only, while Gwalior, Kalb.m and Uaioda struck only 
copper coins. But in most cases, she corns oUhese States were 
not minted at their own places; oil the other band British mints 
used to strike coins for them. Only Haider a bad and Kutcb 
had their own full fledged mints. After the integration of 
these States with the Indian Union, all these issues were 
suspended. 

Nnw the Indian Union Government has three mints, of 
Calcutta, Bombay and Hyderabad. 


AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE BANARAS MINT 
IN THE LATER MUGHAL PERIOD, 1732-1776 

QEYAMVDD1N AHMAD 

11*l- rrghi issuing coins was one of the most im¬ 
port tint and cherished prerogatives of Urn kings in the 
medieval period. Next to the reciting of the Khutbx, this, 
perhaps, was the most obvious symbol of the establishment 
and continuance of ft King's mlc. It was a closely guarded 
prerogative which could not be shared with any one, howsoever 
, 3 !^t 1 3,1 ! lL: ^stanot's o 1 conferment of extraordinarily 

4 nnnn"c l 5hjlh J al, “ conferred a r:mk of 60 P QG0 Z» and 
. ' - 0'faru on IXim, which was the highest rank erer 

grunted to a I nuce) or even the grant of the rare title of 
Sh:,b (Jahangir to Khormw) tire known but no one was ever 
allowed to share this privilege. 

It is, however, surprising that in spite of the great im¬ 
portance of the subject there are very few references to it in 

P ?T <*«»'<*» These chronicles, 
ge leraJly, characterised by a dearth of information on non- 
pohucnl subjects, am even more reticent on the subject of 
Currency and Mint, ft is therefore ail the more important 

working of 

L 5 l n W |1Cn ° d “*>'• fortunately, come 
down to as should be thoroughly studied ami utilized for 

tk reconstruct ton of the scope and function and the adminis* 
U-nttvc set-up or this important Department, 

AnJfljITI, ACCOllt,t u r parcd hy G H - Knrlow, in 
August 1,87, is one such document. It gives nn year-to- 

ycat accouat 01 the working o i one particular Mint during 

the later Mughal period. The Account is available among the 

JS* ^T} Je \r ^r CC T Js U i; rt3 '' rVed ‘ until rc «ntly, in the 

office of the Mmt Master, Calcutta. These records constitute 

not vefh ZnZh' :i M Ue i ° f - great hi£l °r'Cal importance, has 
not yet been thoroughly examined ami studied- 

i These records were examined only once before, in 1893 
by Edgar Thurston who contributed a paper entitled ‘Note on 
the History of the East Indie Company's Coinage 1753 1853 '* 
«»*«■>" » e-»«*l **• urination aiWa^l & ^ h™ “’r. 
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n very general account summnrtsifig same of the important 
facts culled out from these records. These have been 
described without reference to the actual Register out of the 
large number cl records comprising the series, 

Thurston has in particular quoted extensively from 
Barlow's Account, the subject of the present paper. But 
much of the usefulness and the historical importance of the 
publication of this Account has been nullified by Lhe fact 
that Thurston omitted altogether the Appendices which form 
an integral part at the Account, In fact the bulk of the new 
and important information furnished by Harlow is contained 
irt these Appendices- What is even more unfortunate is ihut 
Thurston, while quoting the Account, does not even indicate 
that barring the one Table 1 winch he has reproduced there 
were any other enclosures. The reader is thus left altogether 
ignorant of even the existence of substantially important 
portion of Barlow's Account, 

Another substantial drawback is that the Account has 
been reproduced out of its proper context. Its genesis as well 
its introductory and explanatory portions have been omitted* 
Barlow* for instance, explained in his Account certain 
technical terms like ehmtU etc , which appear frequently in 
the text of the account* He has aba explained the units of 
weights and the process of assaying Without an under* 
standing of these technicalities much of the Account would 
remain unintelligible. Tile account of the Mint dming the 
period of 3rd to 7th regn A year of Shah A)ants IBs reign hns 
heun omitted- Important facts have also betm omitted from 
it [e, g., other departments hk-js ILscheaU and Customs 
as well ns privileges like monopoly of the sale of lead were 
incorporated from time to time in the Mint Department). 

In the present instance Lhb Account is bdng presented 
in its entirety which makes the nt-rr alive moie comprehensible 
and also renders it more informative and useful. 

The origin of the preparation of this Account is deeply 
connected with a famous phase in thz political history oF the 
Banaras Raj—the period of the Residency of Jonathan 
Duncan* 

When Duncan took charge of the Residency at Burmras, 
the state of nil branches of administration there was 
deplorable. Duncan's all compre raiding measures of reforms 

D ThiSi t€M f has buen presented in an incomplete and 
mutilated futni-—Vide Appendix V. 




204) 


N.S.J, GOLDEN JUBILEE VOLUME [JNSl t XXlH 


did not inis* the Mint Department, On the contrary, he 
considered it tut important Department which was in urgent 
need of reforms. He wanted it to tie reformed and brought 
“on an equal tooting ns to Duties with that of the Presidency 
Mint nt Calcutta." 1 His proposals, to this effect, to the 
Govern or •General in Council were referred to the Mint 
Committee, port William, for consideration and report. The 
latter wanted, first, u dciaihd report on the history and 
working of the Dunams Mint. That was how Barlow came 
to prepare bis Account, 


This Account is. in effect, divided into two parts dealing 
with two different subjects. The first contains the history of 
the Bauaras Mint. The second and the larger part relates 
to the Ban eras Mint issue of Gold Mohars, Silver and Copper 
coins from the yuar 1776 onwards, their weights and assay, 
the total number of the different species coined and certain 
draft Regulations for the much needed reforms |q the 
Currency with a view to stopping the annual fluctuations j n 
the value of the coins. The present paper is based on the 
first part of the Account only. 


IJarlow prefaced his Account with certain explanatory 
remarks which, besides being helpful in understanding the 
narrative, also con tain, some useful information. 


Assay: Pure sliver in Banaras Mint was said to he 5 
e/W/id {grams; fine. Barlow has explained this as follows : 
Jf silver weighing one rupee was pul into a crucible with a 
piece of lead of the same weight, after remaining sometimes 
in the furnace tire lead would “Ih off' and the silver, upon 
being weighed, would be found to be 5 ehwclUt deficient in 
us original weight. These 5 cMi,i were not, however, 
actually lost but were recover able from the crucible so that 
pure sliver lost nothing in its weight by this process. If, 
riteKloTc, piece of bullion weighing I rupee cm being '*tried" 
lost only 5 e k<wlkt it was said lo be pure silver or to bum 
5 diuDfirt, but it it diminished more, say 18 dunlin, the 
excess (13 dwiin) was taken to have been alloy nnd lo have 
gone off with the lead. 1 


When Chart Singh was given the charge of the Mint 
by tike Etisl India Company in I776 t * be arranged that all 
rupees coined in Damn as Mint shall weigh *JM. 6R tC 1 
and shall never exceed IS chtalvat Assay, "i.e. tn one Rupee 
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weighing 630 eAonrfirt there should be 617 chow lies pure silver 
and 13 thmlitt of alloy.'' 

Units of Weightsi 

8 CAow/idi or grerns=l Ratti 

64 . =S t( or l Masha 

768 „ ji „ =06 n or 12 Mashas or 1 Tola 

One standard Bunaras Sicca iRupee) weighed 630 ehoteUet or 
grains ^9M. 6R« 6C, 

After explaining these technicalities, Harlow submitted the 
historical narrative which is as follows t 

Muhammad Shah: 

A Mint was first established at Ranaras in the 15th year 
of the reign of Muhammad Shah (1734) corresponding to 
A H, H45. [The equivalent year in A. D. as given by Harlow, 
is wrong. It should be 1731.] The Assay of the Rupee was 
fixed at 2 2 ehmelui but by connivance of the Superintendent 
of the Mint it was debased to 32 cbowliea at different periods 
between the 30th regnal year and the last one. A table of 
Unties levied by tile Government on different specks of coins 
minted at Batiaras is enclosed. 1 

Ahmad Shah t 

During the fust year of his reign the Mint was under the 
charge of Raja Ralwant Singh who increased the Duties on 
ihe coinage by, fust, attaching Ihc fee 1 3 of the officers of the 
Mint and, then, by establishing new ones to lhe same amount. 5 
lit the first year, corresponding to A. H, 1161 (174 S' the Assay 
was kept to*22 chowlies. However, during the 2nd and 3rd 
years the Mint was farmed to Hand Ram, who in order to 
increase bis profit debased the Assay to 24 and 32 chow lies, 
respectively. 

The farm of the Jawahur Khana or the right of levying 
a duly @ Rs. 3, As. 2 per cent on old precious stones in the 
city of Rrtnaros was also brought under the charge rd the 
Superintendent of Mint during this period. 

From the beginning of the 4th to the end of the 6th regnal 
years the Mint was under the charge of Agha Asad Beg, the 
QiPadSr of Chnnar. During bis farm the Assay of the Rupee 
varied from 26 to 36 chowiics. 


1. Vida Appendix 1. 

2. Aj enumerated in Appendix 1, 

3. Vide Appendix 2, 

2 $ 
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Alfltngif II j 

At tbe commencement of Jits reign the Mint fell into the 
lands of Nawab Shojauddanta, During the first two years 
the Assay varied from 26 to 28 chowlies. J 

In the second year the Sour I (?) MnhSl or tlie “exclusive 
priultge of selling lead" as wdl as the Bait-ul-MaM or the 
vp rtment of Escheats were also incorporated with the mint 

nf til- 1 3 f{l year Shiijaiiddauln. made over the control 
ij¥ » J Q l [r . to his brother-in-law, Mirza AH Khan 

who farmed U to Subban Chand. The Assay of the Ruoce 

KhTn farT.S £ 32 ^ 4tb year Mlr^ S 

o S tefiJhh!T d . th# M, « to Mwhdhar. This man, though the 

Danker" of Iknnr’aT*' ^ ** nomineeof B " Ute eminent 

nnd^T^ i8 ^ rm lba Abased to 64 ehowiies 

Balwant^SWh "T fa . wd « ht » ratti. Rajs 

bad to nftw htf tc “ Se d [ o take them in hia Treasury for he 
of r ,l P } h •' } Tihalti to Shujauddaola in the Rupees 
of customary weight and fineness. On a complaint E 

However, elided* ' Hta^vHhnce 

Kkm , wb?r^JJfrt tbe Minl WJl£ farmCfl *° Nawazuddin 
ftC. ,e p ™ per of Rupee —5M, 6R. 

40 to CDIltlf1ue ^ to he debased and varied between 

held a . nd J “ 5t . r fe« 1 '‘l y^r Mirza AH Khan (who still 

Sri r t r :i t J 2? t , J - icd il ,0 D - d " W»I. This man 
previous . Hji° hlm ' l s ° !t Staler extent that, the 

E 5 . ! ^ n li ; i'r* anddebasai tbe Knpee to 100 

rujiee was nt-®,*". ^V, S , llv * T :iitd vV* P^k Allay," The 

*<*'*- » 6al „, 
Hawth r,i fi f llc minE WftS '^rested by the 

aitioiiipl „[ the £££“ r '™ ‘ lin '' '« «■ 

Shah Alam II; 

•JSttlSZfSf'S*! *™- of O. Mia, 
maintain the standard ireilibtnndBnn"* ° f li “'!' "S r “™"> to 
oil his own behalf ( W.niWo „ 6 - appointed u person 

-Idin.an o, c™ ^ThT' 1,0 “ i "*e e - . .. 

U> W ' 1S ch °sen for Ibis onerous duty. 
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He restored the Rupee to its former weight of 9M. 7R. 0C jinJ. 
to £6 if A prelim Assay. 

In the 2nd regnal year Shujanddaula. gave the Mint 
in jngir to his Minister Raja Beni Bnimdur. Nawab Nurul 
Hu Sait Khun, the Naib of S hujaudda u la “residing at iianaras 
to enforce the payment of BulwmH Singh's tribute" farmed 1 
the Mint to Copal Dus who, as usual, debased the Rupee to 
*10 eheictitt. 

hi the 3rd year Taint Mai (sic) and Amir Chaud obtained 
tile farm and continued the Assay at 40 c/ioifdie*. 

I,i the 4lb year Gopal Da$ once again procured the farm, 
through the influence of Nurul Hasan Khan, the Assay 
remaining at 40 eAwfuJ. 

In the 5tli year lbdgovind obtained the farm and conti¬ 
nued the Assay of the two previous years, The then Assay 
Master of the Banaras Mint who held the I arm jointly with 
Balgovind bad given Barlow an account oi the Receipts jtitd 
Disbursements of the Banarns Mint for the year 1763. 
liar low enclosed* an English translation of this account for 
the information of the Mint Conimillce at Fort William con¬ 
sidering it to be a record of importance *■ which will throw 
considerable light oil the mode of conducting (Mint) business 
in those limes." 

In the 7lh year Shujauddnula resumed ibe jugir of the 
Mint from Beni Bahadur and farmed it to Mirza Hussain, who 
kept the Assay of lho Rupee unchanged. 

In the Blh year (1766) Shujaiildaiifn decided on the 
recommendation of Clive to reform the coinage of his dominion. 
Tlsti Mint was "cammilted to the cute of Hussnm 

(above mentioned) who engaged to restore the Rupee to its 
former standard and weight.” 


A rupee of the IStb regnal year of Muhammad bhah was 
selected us the model for the reformed Bunaras coinage, tins 
model rupee was 22 dmrtv* Assay but due to wear and tear 


I. He belonged lo the famous Syud Uinidy of digramm 
U- P. Several collect ions of his letters mid other works, 


2 . 


3 . 


i° mcanbg bore Is not quite d»r <« If** B-taJur 

M the Mint in jatfir how could Nurul Hasan farm 
robably. he farmed it with the permission and on behalf 


of Beni Bahadur* 
Appendix 3, 
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It had lost 2 chowlut in weight. The reformed rupees were 
consequently 2 ehowlin deficient in weight and from that 
period the Warns rupees continued at 9M. 6R. &C„ being 

turnhc** tban lbe or ^ aa % established weight of 

G«.tm ^1*5 Yea i a?G7) iUa ' Amt W *» hnnrf to Mans. 
Gaititk, the I'reuch Agent m the court of Shujauddnula. 

and i" IS!- *T (l769) Doolam D:lS (Sic) got the farm 

and maintained the Assay at 22 e&outw. 

10 M the fntm ll P‘“ Ac HA 

> i 177 -) hut lowered the Assay of the rupee to 28 c/km-Km. 

the n In t lh f A 3t V C " fl77Jj ShflEkh ^abir held the Minton 
he part of the Vnsr (AraSnil. In the following year Doolum 
Das again obtained the bum. 

ImurfM !!’“ 1 h h {l?76) llic En S lish East India Company 
handed over he charge of the Mint to Chait Singh. {Banaras 

f'\K I**. Cede<1 to the English by the- Nnwab-Vazir, Shujaud- 
n ila, by virtue of Lucknow Treaty of 21 May, 1775 i How- 

SSnSS- nn - VC:ir 115 Aprj1 ' 17761 the English restored the 

ssrrr inc!udin s <****« ° ( ^ ^ ^ 

tSS c\ \ V- F f ymetit of an indemnity of over 21 

, 1 C , b j\ Sl ^ h *S™* ttJ rupees of 9\L 6R. 6C. weight 

n l IS tfWhe, Assay and to continue the die of the 17th 

ToTfusi™ In ° lKd ’ W>0ld pUt an end to Ae prevailing 

Jbeluf ne o th CClU5 * d b >' lbc «*«•»! •Iteration ill 

since the 7 th ^ r "P ces coine < 1 Sl » «* Bariums Mint 

wefirlii in 1 7 t i yt T ( f 761 Were expected to be of the same 
weight and standard and passed current as Siccus. 

Op Jbe expulsion of Chait Singh in the 23rd year fl7Sn 

J b remained under the charge of Rain Malm. w.,,- m! 

for about a month and a half. After this it , 1 , 

32 ““«*»- Resident 

■» ■? ""«« his s.ipetml«„d«ice (ffl ttatS! 

of lhccoaipl«lio,i 0 fiheR t .p OI tbj-B.,low(1787). 

-«J!?Sds^^ias - “3 ■»— - *"= 

part of Barlo S account is also highly valuable'ns hT 
certain information of numismatic import mice *'**** 
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Barlow Stated that prior to th tuwaifai of FurrukMptr 
all rupee* coined during a king ** r*ign Mere c$rttid*T*d Sicca and 
patitd at their current vdw during that reign* On the ticca* im 
of a nno king the coin* of ike prenou* king nw iwijVcfcJ to a 
Biit i (ditMtati) und n'tre not rrmircd iu the Rogd Trititurg- But 
the system of farming the Mint, jirtt adopted hg Ilaian r .'un-ij 
Biwan of Fart ukhtigar, at length introduced ^thc CuBtooi of 
chunking the value of rupee tvesy year. Those vvhu had 
payments to make had to carry their old rupee* to the Mint to 
hare them recoined into Sicca*, the ttpollution given to ntptc aJ iSd 
earreaf gear * iiatiow went ah Li> mid tliwL with l lie inti oductiQii 
of farming system the farmers of Mint made use of every 
expedient 10 draw the old coins into the Mint in order to 
debase them or to increase the amount of Duty (payable on 
their recoining). With this end in view and also in order to 
force rtU holders of the coins oF previous reigns iwith their 
belter bullion value) to have them recoined iby bringing them 
into the Mint) the exploration of all Rupees except Siceas was 
prohibited* on pain of confiscation* during the period 1754- 
1776- That this order was strictly enforced p Bailow pointed 
out, was evident from the case of Balgovmd (Appendix J). 

Barlow opined that when the farmers in the 4th 6th 
icgnal years of Alamgir H debased the coin by 13JE it was to 
be supposed that they milled down as many of ihe best 
Sanaa! Rupees as they could procure. The low state of 
coinage during the 2nd to 7th regnal years was also to be 
attributed to this cause. 

In addition to these* it was said (Barlow had it on the 
1 "authority of one of the oldest officers of the Ba paras Mint. ) 
that when Prince *AU Gnahar inm*i<d Bihar a tmtidtral'U quantity 
of Boncnt* Mint llupvt* wtre melted dtfirit ani Jilin fed i'Jiftf Iti^aH 
IlupmJ These rupees wore so called because they were 
minted in the Rikcb (Stirrup) Mint accompanying the Piince 
In his march. These Rupees were 1 raltl* 2 chmclic* deficient 
in weight and of 64 ekoidU* Assay. But these were made to 
pass as Sicca of standard weight and fineness, 

Mukbturuddauk, one of the Ministers of the Hawab-Varir* 
permitted Doolum Singh* the farmer of the Mint in the 15th 
regnal year oF Shah A lam II. to coin (recoin ?) several lakhs 
of the debased rupees issued by Dteda Mai in the i 6th year 
of Alamgir II. Doolum Das however ""exceeded all the frauds 
of his predecessors 1 ' for a considerable part of the Rupees 
coined in the I6lh year contained 5| annas silver arid lOJ 
annas copper^ Omit Singh at length forbade their cnrreECj 
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and l be- los» fell upon “those who were so tin fortunate ns to 
have these (Rupees) in their possession.” 

Nearly ? lakh? of rupees, also, were annually melted down 
for the manufacture of lace nod rich stuff for which Banara* 
was so celebrated. The revival of the old practice, in the time 
of Jago l Deo Singh, the Nuib to Rajiv M a hi pat (Mohip) Mamin, 
of collecting some Butte on all non-current rupees also 
brought a lurge number of coins in the Mint to be res tumped. 
If to this were added the amount of the species sent annually 
to different parts, outside, to r.nswer Bills of Exchange, Barlow 
concluded, it would appear how difficult it was to calculate 
the quantity of the different species of Sunaut and Sicca 
Rupees then in circulation. (Barlow classified the coins 
current in Banaras in two categories: (a) San mu and (b) 
Siccns. The former were coins issued prior to the 17tb year 
of Shah A lam 11 and the latter from after that year.) 

It is needless to point out that the Account is of veiy 
great historical and numismatic value. It furnishes ns n 
detailed account of the working of a Mint, its scope and 
functions, the Duties levied on the different species, the 
average income and expenditure of a Mint and the amounts 
of ■Nu/rana' payable for procuring the farm of a Mint. The 
Account is, admittedly, of one particular Mint but in many 
inspects it is a typical one. The details about the working of the 
Bariums Mint us also the rates of Duties eviej in it may very 
well be true of other Mints, with certain minor modifications. 

Certain points of general numismatic importance also 
emerge out of it. For instance we know that from after 
J’nrrukhsiyar's reign the Mint were often farmed out or given 
in Jagir. The jagirdar, in his turn, could also farm them out. 
Short-term farms, usually of one year’s duration, appeared 
to be more in vogue. There was no bar to the same person 
getting the contract more than once- Even persons against 
whom charges of fraud had been proved could get the contract 
again. The great security measures and secrecy associated 
with the present day working of the Mint do not appear to have 
been in practice during that period. On the contrary we find 
the farm of the Mint b ing given even to a foreigner. Many 
details of minor but vital importance—like the difference 
between San nut and Sicca Rupees, the different varieties of 
Rupees like Tirsolj, Machchlilldfir, Rifcabi, etc., are also given. 
All these are very much helpful in understanding the working 
ot Mints -filial tile state of Ciiircitcy dating n vtlitl period 
of our country's history—when the foundations of the English 
nite Hi Indira were bang laid. 
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Appendix t 

Duties on the coinage fit the first establishment of 
Bun liras Mint as fixed by Royal Officers at Delhi in the 15th 
year of Mohammad Shah's reiga, corresponding to A. H. 11 3. 

(A) (loU Mi hart (weight 9M. 4R. 0C.) ( Assay 5 Ratti per tola, 
the same as the Delhi Mobur and current at that time iof 
12 Sic. Rs. via. ; Duties on : 

(13 Ingots of Gold, Gold Coins of Persia, Turoa, Ispahan, 
Rumania, Syria and Europe coined into Moira is of the above 
mentioned weight and fineness. 

Rs. A. P. 

To Government. 9 0 0 Percent 

To Officers of the Mint. 2 -1 0 

To Coiners ami Artificers. 0 15 0 

12 3 0 

(II) Gold Mo bats having ibe stamp of kings of Hindu* 
stban and having once before paid duty, recoined into Mobars 
of the above mentioned weighL and fineness. 

To Government, 4 fl 0 Per cent 

To Officers of ibe Mini. 2 10 

To Artificers. 0 13 0 


7 110 

(B) Jiupat (Assay 22 ehotcil*. weight the same as Delhi 
Rupee equal to Bunnriis weight, 9M. 7R. OC-1 

(1) On Bullion the coins of Persian Turun. 

To Govern me nt. 0 12 d Percent 

To Officers nl (he Mint. 0 J 9 

To Coiners. U 6 0 

1 5 0 

(11} On old Rupee bearing the stamp of the king of 
Hindus than [for being recoined]. 

To Government. 0 6 0 Percent 

To Officers of the Mint. 0 3 n 

To Coiners. 0 6 9 
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Appendix 2 

Billies on coinage in tbe Rannrns Mint from the 1st 
year of the reign of Ahmad Shah 11743). 

(A) Gold Mohan (weight 9M. 4R. GC}, Price Rs. MjO/O, 

f Old Duties. 9 0 0 Per cent 

t Increase by Balwant Singh. 2 12 0 

11 12 0 

Fees of officers attached. 2 4 0 

H 0 0 

To officers of the Mint. 0 0 0 

To Assay Master. 1 0 0 

To Coiners and Artificers, 0 15 0 


1 15 0 

--15 15 0 


(13) Jittpeci. 

On recoining of old Rupees, 

To Government. 0 6 0 

To Old Duties. 0 3 6 


Fees ui Officers Attached. 


0 9 6 
0 4 6 


OHO 

To Assay Master. 0 1 o 

To Coiners and Artificers. 0 4 6 


0 5 6 

- * - 1 3 6 


ipee, per cent. 


On Bullion mixed with old Rn 


0 5 6 
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Appendix 3 

Receipts and Disbursements of the Banarevs Mint in the 
5th Year (1761) of the reign of ibe present king (Shah AUiinJI) 
from the beginning of lo the end of Aarltk, being 

11 months during the farm of BalgOvind. 


CHECH'S 

To Dutiea on Coinai/t J 


(A) Gold Mohan Rs- A. P. 

(ij On 2278 @ 25X 569 & 0 

(ii) On 9165 @ 50X ^92 0J 

5662 1 3(?} 


„ f lt ) dlnpee* 

On 292IH8 @ \2X 

m (C) r^c 


51120 i 6 (?) 
735 1 0 


, t Profit an the coinage of the above 
mentioned amount of Rupees 
debased to 40 c/toifltst. 

, t Duly on molting silver Bullion 
into bars for drawing into wires : 
Tolas 89356, 11 Mush as- 
Only on Gold Leaf fur covering 
the above mentioned bars. Tolas 
1303. 

„ H jura nil on the Admission of New 
Artificers. 

Fee for the Engraver of the Die 
(Tulbann), 

„ Duties on Precious Slones, 

Jf Escheats of persons dying Without 

iicirs. 

(During this peried the Escheats 
Department was incorporated in 
ibe Mint Department.) 

(( profits on Monopoly of Lead, (This, 
too, was part of the Mint Depart’' 
menu) 

A fine levied on a person detected 
in coining base Gold Mobars. 


57017 3 9 
51120 1 6 

1070 2 9 

216 15 9 

11)7 3 3 

C59 0 9 
392 0 0 

515 2 0 

736 5 9 
10000 0 0 


27 
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To Cask belonging to Copal Das 
attacked for ills attempting to 
convey it out of city without a 

[*53- 4oeo o 0 

n Profits on Bullions seized from 
the family of Mir Qosim by 
Shujauddauln and sent by him 

to be coined into rnpees. 5000 0 0 


131S74 9 3* 

Debits 

By Cash paid to Shnjaudriaula 

for the Farm per annum, 50,000 0 0 

Deduct one month. (The 

Account is for 11 months ) 4,000 10 9 


45S33 5 3(?) 

»« Cush paid as a present to 
Kaju Da I warn Singh per 
annum. 10,000 0 0 

Deduct one month, 833 5 3 


9160 U) 9 

,, To Nawjib Nund Hasan 
Khan the Nnwab's Snzawui 
at Bunnrns- 5,000 0 0 

Less onu month, 416 10 & 


,t To Fatah Chatid. 

I, lo OBtnbliahmeut and coiners 
etc. 

ii Sundry charges. 


4,583 5 6 
1,000 V 0 

1,551 13 9 

1,263 0 0 


67956 S 9<?,* 

Receipts, 131374 9 3 

Disbursements, 67936 8 9 


Profits. 


63S83 0 6 


in item { (W 10 .LS and pies only) as well :[S the calculations 

n iten , A) are wrong, owing, probably, to the scribe's ml sink* i 
have, however, left them as they are miStok<! * 1 

Z Some of the totals in this column too are 
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Appendix 4 

Duties on coinage in the Ban nr as Mint from the Sth 
year (1766) of the present reign (Shall Atom). 

(A) tJoftl Mcharv (weifcbl 2M. 3R. £C.}, Assay 5.4 Tolas. 


R. A. P. 

To Government. 

To Officers, etc. 

To Raja Uni want 

Singh. 2 0 0 

To Diirogft- 

To Assay Master, 1 0 6 

To Mushriffs. LOO 


To Artificers and Coiners. 


R. A. P. 
H 0 0 


5 0 0 
0 15 0 


19 15 0 


(B) Hujuft (weight 9M. 6R. 0C.) t Assay 22 efloirJiist, 


To Government. 

To Raja Bolwant 
Singh. 

To Assay Master. 
To Superintendent. 
To Charity- 
To Mushriffs 

(Accountants). 


0 14 0 

0 2 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 0 

0 1 0 


To Ailificers and Coiners. 


0 6 0 
0 7 0 


1 11 0 
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Thurston* while reproducing this Table, omitted Columns A and 5 and Section A of Column 7 W 
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SOME SALIENT FEATURES OF BRAHMl 
ON GUPTA COINS 

C, S. UPASAK 

The Brahmf script has a continuous bistory of its own; 
and its evolution wo be traced sinee its first appearance as 
Mgiumdipi in tbs Asoknn inscriptions. In curly India, the 
typographic records were not always dated ; but mj approximate 
age of such inscriptions can be calculated with the help of 
the palaeography of the diameters. As ages went on the 
Brilhoit script underwent a gradual evolution. And tilt the 
rise of the Imperial Guptas, the regional shapes* especially 
‘southern and ‘northern 1 could be distinguished in the 
alphabet. Sometimes the letters like Sa, Ma, la, and Ha 
arc observed to show regional variations during the Gupta 
period. 

In the realm of nnnnsmnlks, conservatism was a very 
strong force in ancient India. On any new issue of corns, 
tt was to some extent essential to maintain the similarity with 
the issues of the predecessor since it w as otherwise difficult 
to get proper circulation imd recognition among the people 1 , 
1 he early gold issues of the Guptas, therefore, maintained 11 
close resemblance with those of the KushSnas to whose imperial 
position they succeeded in the north . 1 Their coins not only 
resembled in general appearance, but it is interesting to find 
that the 'squat and broad’ letters of the Kustdtnn period, hud 
much influence on the palaeography of the Gupta period, 
lire thickness on the lop of the letter is conspicuously evident 
in the msciiptions of the Gupta period. The coin legends 
also do not dispense with the current trend of the characters. 
Since the space on the coins was limited, und also that 
carvings were more complicated, the artisans took special 
care in preparing the dies; and the shapes were executed 
with meticulous care, Ihe result was that the letters of 
the legends on ihe coins received special attention for securing 
exactitude. They are usually broad and thick aud short 
and bear close Similarity with those on the stone or copper¬ 
plate inscriptions. Dr, Altck&r rightly points out,‘the letters 
on the Gupta coin legends usually display the same norms 

A K.Namiu, 'N urn is m ule Evidence and Historical 
Writing JNSI, XV111, Part II, P , 161. 

2. Altekar & Majumdar—I’jie VakamJta ilupti i At/t, 

P- 47o. 
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which are seen in the contemporary lithic records W hen 
the copper-plate inscriptions are compared wiill ihe legends 
on the coins, they show similar technique i and thus, 
pa Ideographic ally they come to the same group. The reason 
is obvious, A similar technique is evinced when engraving 
is made on n metal piece, whether it is executed on n copper 
plate or On the iron pillar or on the die of a coin. Of course 
die-cutting required greater care and better craft stun nahip 
than other kinds of engraving On the metal. The copper-plate 
inscription of Kuraknlui of MaharSja jayanStbiv, G.E. 174 
(A. D, 493-94)’ may be of some special significance in tins 

context. There is a peculiar shape of ilk— — found 

mainly on the Gupta coins. In stone inscriptions it is cons¬ 
picuously absent. Hut strange enough, the shape of the 
letter is found in the above copper-plate (see : m lines 11. 18). 
This shape of the letter is not due to some regional influence ; 
it is purely an outcome of the technique of engraving on 
the metal.’ The formation of this unusual shape of Ma may 

be derived from this shape of the letter— _jJ ■ when closely 


examined (Compare in lines 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 14, 16, 

13,19,21 with these shape— -iJ- li and 5 

til lines 2. 7, 1J, 13, H, 21, 24 and 4, 5, 7, 9, 9,12, and 6, 7, 

11,14, 23 respectively ; and finally this shape y in lines 

11,18, 22). Many shapes of one variety of a letter can be 
accounted for ns owing to the engraving on the metal. 

On the basis of the shapes of a few letters, viz. Mu, I-a, 
*Sti, and JTu\ the Gupta Bruhflu is usually divided into two 
varieties—Eastern and Western. The most distinctive letter is 
Sa. We notice two main shapes of ibis letter, one with a loop 

1. Ahcknr ; Th*. i'oinOfft! o/ Oa/tta A’w/rfre, p. 310. 

Z Fleet Clf, 111, No. 26 , plate XVI, p. 117. 

3. Rubier distinguished eastern and western forms only in 
letters Ln, ,S'n nod tin {Indian Pnlmffi9fhy Indian 
. 8ln<Utt. Put <f! /Yearn/, Vol. 1, No. I, p. 65). 

28 
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to its left- ami ibe other wi lb a round knot- . 

Tbe former is most prevalent in the western part of tlie 
country while the latter is usually notice! in the inscriptions 
of the east. But exceptions are very many and astounding. 
The iron pillar inscription of Chandra Stands at MebrauH 
near Delhi; but the shape of the letter Sa belongs to tbe 
eastern region. We cannot adduce any definite reasons for 
its appearance in an inscription situated in the western part 
of the country, Was it a fact that since it was an iron 
pillar of very hard substance, a highly skilled artisan was 
Called far from the head-quarters in tbs cast, who being 
more conversant with the eastern style of letters used this 
form of 8a t This may be a mere guess. How are we to 
reconcile the occurrence of both the shapes even in one 
and tbe same inscription ? In the Dcoriya Stone Image 
Inscription {VII Vol. Hi, No. 68, Plate XL~B, pp. 271 If.), 
in the word fSVrrti'iifr'aridm, the first Sa is engraved in western 
style, while the second 8a b: lungs to the eastern group. 
What reason can possibly be adduced for this coincidence ? 
It is a problem. Again, the Allahabad Pillar Inscription 
of Sammlragupta (Sircar; Sd*et Interiptioni, Vol, I, 
pp. 254 ff.) invariably possesses the eastern form of Sa 
in all the places of its cccuucnce except in a conjunct in 
Jt'uiM(/aifiJjuwra&j, (line 20 ) in which the western shape of 

Sa- is noticed. The numismatic materia is are not 

free from such exceptional coincidences. We find, for 

example, both the forms of Mi- X- M -side by side 

even on one coin (See : fi/f-IH 14, TMO XV-^i Sometimes 
the eastern form of Kt appears with tbe western variety of 
Ma (Svei ////-I H, III U t II1-14 elej, On ihe basis of the 
shapes of the letters, it is indeed difficult lo locate the 
regional minis from which the coins were issued. Seemingly 
it appears ibnt the die-cutters were conversant with both 
the form^ nf letters nnd so ibey engraved athiitrarily. In ibis 
respect, it may also be possible to presume that very likely 
the die culler*; hailed from different parts of the country 
and so used £ bn I lype of character with which they were more 
familiar* In (act on lhe basis of the ditta so far available, 
it is extremely difficult to formulate any definite theory for 
reconciling these discrepancies. 
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Oti itie Gupta coins we also notice a peculiar shape of 

27«j- . This is n very uncommon shape ot the letter on 

inscriptions of the period. However, it can be noticed on 
some of the inscriptions of western Mukvu region. (See : 
Gnngadbara Inscriptions of VlsvnvarmniD, the year 480 
Maliiva Sambttt, t'i/lN, No. 17. Plate X, line 30; M&ndsor 
Inscription of Kumtuaguplo 1 and Uaiulhuvarmmi, Ibid., 
No. 18, Plate XJ, line 1). It is also noteworthy llmt the 
coins with this shape of the letter TU invariably bear the 
western shape of M<i and 5<l, May we assign those coins to tile 
western mints ? 

It is usually argued that Samudrugupla and Kick a were 
either identical or closely related. Dr Altekar took Kficha as 
the cider brother of Samudragnpta 1 on the basis of ’coins 
which are usually found associated with those of Chandra* 
gupta and Samudragnpta in the Gupta hoards' 1 . PulJEOgrnphy 
of the coins of K3cha and Samudragnpta further strengthens 
the presumption that they stood in close relation. There 

are a few shapes of the letters Ga- /'j , CV* Ja- 

^T* i Tii~ ^ , Jfa- * \ f , r*- ^ and Sa- 

which arc singularly found on the Coins of both the kings. 
l r or instance the shapes of «/« and I r a are exclusively the 
same. Tbc appearance of identical shapes of the letters on 
some of tbc coins of K&cba and Samudragnpta, coupkd with 
other evidences, warrant the presumption of their close 
relationship. 

The silver coins of the period under discussion do not 
display so nice a craftsmanship ns do the gold coins. The 
silver coins, as pointed out by many, were more or less similar 
to that currency which was popularised by the Kshalrapas* in 
western India. The characters on the silver coins are natu¬ 
rally a great deal influenced by the southern tecbtticqttc. The 
loop on some of the letters, like .1, .Sir, Crit, Sit, T<i is a dls* 
tinctive feature of the Southern BrShml. Due to com pur u- 

1. Altekar, j}If y Introduction, p. XVI LXXV ; also The 
Coinage of Gupta 11 tapirt, p, 7'J—S9 ; P. L» Gupta, 
INS I, XI, Part I pp. 33-37. 

2. Altekar, Coinage of the Gupta. E mpirt, pp, 150,216,215,250. 
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lively lesser space on the silver coins than on those of the 
gold coins, some of the letters are not well carved. Such 

forms of Oa — H , 2V T a— ^ ,, Cti— ^ t Sa— 

, BAn— ^ are probably caused by the paucity of 

space. The copper coins of the Guptas are not many; hut 
the legends on these coins are similar to those on gold coins. 
We will, however, discuss the individual Utters as found on 
the Gupta coins in greater detail. 

On Gupta coins no initial vowels appear except the first 
letter of the alphabet, the letter A. This letter appears in 
us many as six shapes with little variations. There are mainly 

two varieties; one in angular style— {BB — 1V-1, XIV- 

H, XXII-1,2, 3, 4, 6,i BMC—V-ll, X1II-I3, XIlI-1, 2) 

and the other in cursive thus— "V| (BJJ-V-15, Vt—1, XXII- 

5, XXIII-1, 2, 5, 10, XXX-15; BM7—IV-l, 2.3, 7, VI-9 
10, 12, 11, H). A peculiar shape is noticed on some of the 

coins of Snmudrngupta like this— ^ (See fi/f~ 1V-H, 

V-lJ. This shape may be compared with a similar type found 
in the Alokail inscriptions, (Compare; RLG-X-4 in Afatd). 
A straight shape is also noticed sporadically on some of the 
coins of Chowdroguptn It (BH-X1V-1!, 13, XV-l t 2} and 

Ktimamgnpta I (BMC, Xlll, 19) which Is shaped thus— H • 

On the so called Aprntigho type of coins of KumSragupta I 
it shape of the letter is noticed which is very similar to that 
found on the inscriptions of Central India (e. g. ( Sanehi 
Inscription of Chandragupta If, year 93; VII, Vol, III, 

Plate HUB. p. 30), It is shaped Lhus— TfJ (BH-XXXI-6, 7, 

8,9, ID, il, 12, 13}. it exhibits a clear influence of the 
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Kshatrapa characters, which are mainly manifested on tbc 
silver corns of tbc period. “The silver coins issued by kumlra- 
fjupta I for the use of the Western Provinces continued to be 
t close copy of the Ksbatrapa prototype." 1 The other forms 
of the letters on this Apntlgha type also tend to show a close 
similarity with the letters of Con tin i Indian region (e.g. df*?. 
Can wc assume that the Aprutiglin type of coins of kiimSLra- 
gnplft I bailed from the Central Indian mints ? 

The letter A'a is flat and thick at the top with a tong 
vertical having a curved horizontal liar— ^ . On some of 
the coins of Kumaraguptu I and Skandagupta the horizontal 
bur is conspicuously much more curved like this- (/?//■ 


XX-5, 6, 7, 8, 9,10, 11, 12J3, XXlX-t?, 11, 14, X\XM5), 
Often with the conjunct JTm, we notice that the horizontal b.ir 

is rather straight. This line is sometimes small—~ ^ (BIT It 

2, 5, 10, 111-3,9, 11, IV-1, 2, 5, 10, 12-B, V-1, 3, VUI-8) and 
sometimes long- } (B//W 1 IM 1 , 12, XU. XVi-H, XVII- 

?, A, XV111-5, 12, XXXI1-2). 

Tbc use of letter Kha is not frequent 6n the Gupta coins. 
A few coins of KumSraBuptft i contain this letter. There 

tbc letter is carved in its usual shape— Q cB/f-XXX-5, 6, 


7, 8). An angular form like this- fa b sliced only once 

(ftff-XXX-6), which seems to be due to the idiocyncracy of 
the engraver- 

The most common shape of Oa on the Gupta co.ns is 
presented thus- H * Sometimes on some of the coins 

of Chamlragupt a 1, Samiidragupla, Cbandragupta H and 

l. Altcknr, The Coinage of the Guf4a Emjnre, p. 21b. 
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KumSrngupta 1 a shape very similar to modem tni- n —is 

also seen {See; B/f-1-5, 7, VJ-G, 1X-7, X-3, 12, XtV-2, S, 14, 
XXJ-1, 3, 12, 13; Jj!f<?-Xl-3, S, XIIHI). On silver coins 

sometimes the letter is slightly differently carved like— ( | 

mid sometimes in tfw it is like tills— *T i which seems to 


be si mistake since the artisan missed to carve the left vertical. 
This cannot thus be treated ns a variety. Cmsivc forms of the 

letter— ^ —arc also noticed sometimes here and there. 

This form can be found on the coins of Kiacho and Samudrn- 
gtipta both. (Bff—VI-3, 4, XXUI-5 XXV11-5, XXXI-3, 8, 13 ; 
JMIL'-IM, 2, 3, 4, 5, 11-6,11. II1-6, 15, IV-15, V-l, 2, 3, 7, 
XVIH2, 14). In fact it is similar to the most common shape 

n • On one of the coins of Samudragupta (BZT-VI-4) both 
the shapes can be noticed. 

The letter friii does not occur frequently in the legends 
of the coins; only a few forms are noticed of the letter. The 


most common shape 


is formed like this— UJ 


01 



(B//.VI-9, 10, XXV1I-1, 2, 4, 10, XXX1-0, 10, 11, 12, 13, 

XXX1I-4 ; BMO.U.U, XV-1,2, 4,), In one of the coins of 
Chan drag upta 11 (Bift?-IX»11), the letter is conjoined with, Na 

aS — place of ii r An. Allan has read it as jVAa although 

it is clear Htjlm? The mistake was made probably by the 
dic-cutter who was a semi-literate and could not distinguish 
SiwAa from Singka. Oil some of the coins of KurnSragupta 1 

these shapes are ojso noticed— pg (BH-XXVIM 1 ) and 

\JJ (Bff.XXVn.12, XXXI-7, % The letter Qha has a dose 


similarity with the letter 7a ; but the most distinctive feature 


I. Allan, Z?AA.’, p, *H, 
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is the middle vertical line of the letter. While it tends to 
remain smaller than the other two sidc-ltut'S in the letter Grid, 
it is the longest in the letter Ya. Sometimes nil the three 
lines mc seen to l«s equal, (e. g- BIf*XXV11*8) in the biter Qha. 


The letter N* never appears alone. It is always conjoined 
in the conjunct J77*a; but the biter is distinct on many coins 

and it is usually shaped thus— {BH-W 1*S ( 10, 11, 13, 

15, VIM, 2, 3, 5, 7. 10,11, 12. 13. 14, WV* 

XXVlll-2, i, 4, 7, 6,7,10,14,13, XXIX*I, 2, 3, 5, », 

XXX-1 ; s mvni-u, 13, 15, 16, 17, IX-1, 2, 3, 8, 9, U, U, 
13, XIV-1, 2, 4, 6, 10, 11, l—J, An indistinct shape with its 

upper line slightly curved— (WT-XVIII-7, BftIt-5) is 

noticed on some of the coins of Clmiidraguptn II. A cnisivc 

shape-* ^ (/J.WC-XI X-i) of tla letter is noticed on one coin 

of KiitnSrngupla I, These forms do not Suggest any regional 
varieties since they arc apparently due to the inadvertence 
of llie die cutler. 

The most popular form of Ca is shaped thus— ^ 

which can be seen on many coins oi Chamlrngupta I, Kacbn, 
Samudtflgupla, Clmndnigupta 11. KoroSiep'pl* l> Viaiipu* 
gupta, A similar shape with its straight lower base like this 

— JB ° r 2 —also appears on ihc coins of the Guptas 

(Sec ; OJ7-I-2, 3, 7, 9, Vil Id, 13. VIII 2. 3. 7 % 11 14, 14, 
1X-3, 4, 5, 7.X-4, 5, 10, 13, M 3. 7, MM. 7, 8. It, H, 1-, 
XI 11*1, 2, XIV-1U, XV-7, XXIV*!2; f/jlfV III 8,9, 13, Vl*13, 
16, XXUI-10). Another variety, usually noticed on some ot 

the inscriptions of Kushlnin king.* 7.1., pi. VI,- 3 


is fount! exclusively on some of the coins of Chatidrugupia 
H mid Kficha, iKuclm*/*//-Vl-11. Clin ndrngu pin II, 71W1X-15, 
2U/£-Xt*3). On the silver coins of Cliatidmgnpln 11 the letter 

18 shaped thus— ^ , which items to be an influence of 
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the south, ns we notice it Lo bj the case in some other letters 
an the silver coins. 

The letter Cto is of usual style— with the conjunct 

Chit on some of the coins of Chandragupta I and Kucha coins. 
The lower portion usually possesses two good circles; but 
sometimes we notice irregular shapes. 

The letter Ja has two main shapes, one with its straight 

vertical line , and the other with a slightly bent line 

like this— V* , The former can be traced back to tbe 


Asoktin inscriptions 1 and the latter is exactly similar to that 
of Sat a vab arm in scrip l ion 5 (Sec i Miisika Cave Inscription 
of V as is hi l]iputri:i Pulumavi: Sdeel Inter iftiom, Plate XXXVI; 
p. 196. Junagarlm Rock Inscription of Rudrndaman 1, Ibid., 
Plate XXXIlfi p, 169; Nngnrjuni Konda of Virapunisbadntta, 
Ibid. i Piute XL, p, 222 1 etc,). The other shape is the cursive 

one- (S//-V-13, XlV-fi (reverse), XV-6, BMC-V>2, 

\ 11*1 > ,2, XX1II*L5). This shape of Jn is most popular in 
the Asokau Inscriptions with slight modi Scat ion/ The fourth 

is angular— ^ , which is not very common; but can be 


seen on some of the coins of K&cha and Samudragupta (B3W- 
1V-12, V-I, 11*10). Ibis also is not unknown in the 
Asokan inscriptions,* 


The letters Jh a ami /?b clo not occur on the legends of 
the Gupta coins; while the letter fa occurs very seldom. 

It has fft horizontal line at the lop— ^ f which may some- 


limes be mistaken for I}a (fl/f-XXXXI1-4; SJ/O-XXIV-3). 
Since its appearance is very rare, we do not notice any 
other variety of the letter. 


1 . 


Z 

3. 



Ibid., Appendix No. 13 f] i, p. 228, 
Ibid., p. 60 . 
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The letter t'hd docs not appear on Use Gupta coins, 
while Da is indistinct. The letter is noticed in both 
its forms as found on the Gupta inscriptions. They tuc 

shaped like this— ")£ {BSIC-X\-l5, XX1N-6, 9) and Jike 

this— %( ( BMO, XXVI, I, 3, 5, 6). Obviously both the 

shapes are oF one group, Notice another shape— , which 

belongs to a different variety found ou some of the coins of 
ClutnUriigiipta II and KomSragnpta I (ffff-XVl-12, 13, 
XXV11), Tikis variety is also noticed on the inscriptions 
of the period (Cf. Sanclii Pillar of Clmmlrngupla II, Year 93, 
Cll-Voh llhplate 111-13, p. 30, Hi I sad Stone pillar Inscrip¬ 
tion oi Knm5raguptn I Year 96, Ibid, Plate V, p, 43). ^This 
shape seems to be the derivative of the ancient Asokan 
Br&hral. 

The letter Ta is represented in many ways. The most 

popular shape is the Out one—* or ^ , Sometimes 

the two parts reran in apart without the intermediate link 

like this— rs (Siff-U-9, 12, IIHO, V-l, VI-1, XXIV-13, 

XXV-5, 6, 7, XXVI-1, XXX*1 2, XXXl-10-li ; BIf(7-XIM6, 
XlV-7, 6, XVUI-3, ‘,7, 12, XlX-M,XXI*H, XXll-4, XXIV44), 
This detached shape is obviously due to the careless culling 
of ibe die and should not be treated as a variety. A 

Jf 

shape with its cursive loop like this— — is noticed 

on the coins of Samudraguplu, KSchn and Kumaragupta l 
{B/fJ, 15, 11-1, 4, 7, 14, 15, IU-5, 6, IV-10, 12, V-7, 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13, VI-14, 15, Vll-'j, 10, XIII-li, XfV-2, 4, 5. XV-ll, 13, 
XX-U, XXI-1, 3, 6, XXVIII-11, XXX-9), This form clearly 
shows the influence of Ihe Andhra coin-legends. When the 
letter appears with the conjunct, it is usually shaped like 

this—^ {Dft-l-2, 7, V-7, Vf-3, 9. VI [-14, XI-6, 8, 9, 
XXVlf-1344, XXX-5J. On silver coins it has this shape— ^ 


£9 
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{BM0*XVb2t f 22 , 24* £9), which may be compared with 
the shape ol Maury an period. 1 A not iter angular variety of 


the jet Ler¬ 


is noticed on some of the coins of 


Samudragupta, Kacha and Cbandragapta II (#1141-5* II, 
VU-9, KV42)* A different variety of this group is formed 

like this— 7[ — p which can be seen an some of the coins 

of Samndrogtsptn rind Chnndragupta II (BM-IIU2 t 9 f X1V-I, 

10}( and sometimes it has the shapes thus— v>. n 

IBR* IIM4, 15, V-6 ; flJf&Ml, 12, H I, 2, 5, IV-8, 9, 
10, 13,15}. 

The most common shape of the letter Tia on the Gupln 

coins is the same as noticed in the Asokan inscriptions— O 

fSfl-IV-6,11,14,15, V-4, XVI-12, XVIlI-1,2, XXIM, XXV-11 ; 
BMC- 1X-13). Sometimes the circle is noticed without ;i dot- 

Q —, which is just an oversight (/Jtf-lV-2, 9, 12, XXV-11). 

Dr A licit iir seems to have considered it to be a variety since 
fie reproduced this shape as n regular fetter jii hiS eye Copies 
of ihtz ] egcndS— Ihiritja ft f'j lihvlmat'iftja thrum Juyjat.yTiJu itii' 
r 'j b uf Acr ft 11 1 l ■ J lt~i} nrfh l t nft ith i? i 'm i ■ r lit if {a IHnmi Jaif.ttuu* 
n fit 'J > 'iij lV.-J: i j huh (See , H If P! a t e XXX i JI-4 ( 5), But t h rs doe s 
not seem to be correct, as we find the letter with a dot [c. §p 

fliMV-6, 9 etc,}. Another variety of n a - Q —h mainly 

noticed on some of the coins of Samtidrngupta {RH-V-J5, VI- 
l. 2 ; BU< A\ .}, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. V-9, 11) This shape is very 
uncommon and sddipi appcufs in the inscriptions. Some of 
the micnpt sons found in the Mai wa region display this form 
V jftJP'J?’, GflI,g!uU,lir “ IjlScrj l Jli ^ of Visbvnvarm.n], the 
4 | 0 .. Mu ® v ‘ l ,7 a (A. 1>. *14-2% VIZ. Vol, HI, No. 17, 
X-ime 30 ; Miuidsoi Inscription of KnmSriiEwpta I imd 
Ihtddlmvm .M.o, the year 493, Mainv a era <A. U 436-37), iMd 
No. I\ Jute XI, line h, Ihe coin? which bear this shape of 


' J® J*»t*rofftapky of JUawrym Brfihmt 

Script— Appendix No, 22 (1}, p. 241, 
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Tim also possess the most common form of Ma of central India 
region awl S>i delusively belonging to the western style as 
most prevalent in this men. May we assume that the coins 
having this shape of Tktt belong to the mints of the Central India 

region ? Another angular slmpe of this variety— (jj ■“is 


noticed on some of the coins of Kuniaragupta I (B/jT-XXH-I, 2, 
3, 6). Obviously it is a careless designing. 

The letter Ite is most popularly represented thus- £ 

with a flattened lop and curved base. Other forms belong 
more or less to the same variety. For instance this sbape- 

, which has a very long curve is noticed on some of the 

coins of Chandragiipta l (BJZJ-1, HI-13, 13); and so also a 

shape with its straight horizontal bend- appears on some 

of the coins of CbandragUpta I, SamwImgupta.Chandragcplu II 
anil KumSttgapta i (B/f-I-15, iI-7, 10, 11, 1II-S, 9, 10, 12, 13, 
V-6, 12, VI-1, 2, 5, VI11-12, 15, IX-1.XI9, 10,13, 14, XIMl, 
XXV1-H : UKM-2, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, U-3, 5, II1-2, 6, 7, S, 
9,111-3,4,5,6,11,12. VI-1, VII-5, 7, VIII-6, 7,10, XI-H. 

Wc also come across shapes like these- £ (BffVlI-13,14, 


VUI-6, 8, !Xr4, XV-5, 11,12, 15, XVI-4, XXll-15, XXX1I-9) 

or- { (B//-IX-10, X-3, XV1-12 ; UKUVUt), These small 

variations arc probably due to the limited space on the coins. 
We also notice such shapes of the letter which have no serif 

at the top. The omission of serif— £ (JMPH-I4, XXVIII- 

4,5, BMC*\ 1-16), i (£?//-V-11, fljl/GJI-1, 2, III-l, 2, VI* 

5, 6, XI-11, XVII-19) is probably due to the inadvertence of 
the die-cutter. 

The letter fikt has the usual shape- * (Bff-IV-1, 2, 

6,7. 8,9, 12,13, 14, 15, V11I-11.12. 1X-4, XI-9 ; B3K7-VH6, 
18, V-ll, 12, 13, XIV-11, 12, 13, XVI-20); but sometimes the 
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vertical line is found to be elongated like this- ^ (c. g. See : 

fi/T-lV-J, (reverse), 6 (reverse), (BiUTfrVI-2), Tills shape on ibe 
reverse of the same coin suggests different hands used in carving 
the legends oa the die. Sometimes we also notice oval shape 

of the letter— Q (BU-IV .3 (reverse), XLV- 13 , XXVIIM ; 

BJfl?-V41, VI-7, VIM, 2, X-15.XVI-27, XVII-2,10, XIX-3). 1 

Sometime shape is reversed na-— D —(See : flff-IX-13, 

XVIIM2, XNX-12 ; Bitff AV-1, 2 , 4, 10, VI-4, XVI-2Q. 27, 2 &, 
30, XX-5, XXX1JI5)' This not a common shape of the 
p-jrioJ j but istuy be a survival of the Mnuryan prototype.® 

An irregular shape designed tints— — Js also seen in the 

coins of Sumudragupta, C hand rug upta II, Kum&ragupta land 
S kn ndagupiu , (i //, iV-d (revo rs c), 7 (obvt rse) ,11, V* 1, VII1-2, 
XIV-12, XXV11I.2, G, 7, XXXII-7 ; BMO-V-9, X-I7, IS, 20, 
X1V-I6, XVIJ, S, 21, 2S, XVMS, In, XX-3),‘ On a corn of 
Chandruguptu I I, we come across a shape almost as square* 

f"~l (BJfC-VI-S), which looks like the letter & a. Obviously 
it is an aberration. 


1 lie most common ^jmpe of jVii is represented thus* ^ 
or ^ on the Gupta coins and the same is found in the 
inscriptions. At some places its upper unci lower parts arc 
detached- £ (See: B//-X-I1, 12; BM7-IIWI, 12, IX-13, 


L I a scr ip) ioa of Skambgnpta, the year 

r? 1®* V 7 ' 1jSi f /f ' * Vo! - 11 ! > No - H. Plate VJII, line 1. 

", I his shape Can be seen on the Gupta inscriptions, e. g. see 
Mandsor uiscfiptiou id KumSrngupta I and Baodhuvarmao, 
J1 ‘ \ ol. Ill, No. IS, Ham XI. line-2, There seems to be 
u confusion smee the beginning, 

3 . Up^tik. S Palmographtj of Maryan BrnKml 

hcr%pi t Appendix No + 25, p . 25 5. 

4. A smiiUjr shape can be compared with that of the Kara* 
madams 1 ascription of KumKragupta J p 2f/ f N a X, pp. 7lff* 
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XViH-7. XXU-11, 12). A shape sporadically found both ip 

the inscriptions and the coins is policed thus— or 

(For the former see : Bif-XSIX-3| 4, 5, XXX-2 (reverse), 
XXXU-3 (reverse) and for the latter see : BJ/-XIM 2, XU1-1, 

2, XV1H2, XX1-1, XXltl-I, 2, 3,4,5, XXIV-6, 9,10, XXVI- 
14, XXVII-'-?, XXX-1 ; BM --XI-3.). As on the coins so on the 

inscriptions both the varieties— ^ , ■*£ —appear side by 

side (e.g, See : Mnndsor Inscription of Kum&rngupta I and 
liaudhuvammp, t,7/-Vol. Ill, No. IP, PlateXHtnes t amt 19 : 
Libitari Pillar Inscription of Steandagupiu, IMJ, No. 13. Plate 
V 11-lines 2 and B). This coin coincidence suggests that it is not 
possible to ascribe them to local variation. The latter form 
may he a survival of the Maury an prototype- Both these 
shapes were prevalent in Northern India. On silver coins of 
the Gupta period an abridged form of the latter is sometimes 

noticed especially in conjunct letters thus* ‘ BMC* 

X-15, 17, IS, 19, XX-22). It is sometimes carved as thus— 1 

[SjW-IV- 8, 9, 10, 13, IS. 16). Obviously these shapes are due 
to exigency of space on the coins. 

The letter J'a usually has both the lops flattened | *jf ; 

but sometimes only the left line possesses the serif—> ]f ?, 

In some cases both the lines are. plain verticals- Lf (BN- 

XXX1-6. 7, Ui B.VO.X-17, XV-15. XVI-H, XXI-3). This 
plain shape is very rare, since during the period under review, 
the flattened tops were commonly prevalent. The cursive 

shapes of the letter with serif on both the tops- V (Mi¬ 
lls, 11, H, III-S, 10, 1V-1, 2, 3, 5, 9, M, 15, V*l. 3, 5, VI-2, 
IX-7,11, X-9, XXll-H, XXVIH-2, 3 ( ) as well ns on the left top 

only- \J (BH-WA2, VJ-8i Sm’-Xllbll, XVI-3, 11) are also 
noticed, These are obviously carelessly drawn shapes. 
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The letter Phi does not occur in the legends of the Gnpts 
coins; while the letter B<x appears on a few coins in 


which its shape is a square— (B//-XX11-1, 2, 5, XXVII- 

1,2,8. 10, 12, 14, XXX LI-5, ; BMC-13, 14, 15). It may he 
pointed that the shape of the letter has practically undergone 
little change since the Asokmi period during which irs shape 
was also a square. 

The most common shape of the letter liha is shaped thus* 


^ (&J7-VI-15, VII-2, 3, 7, 0, 9, XI1L11, 15, XIV-6, 10, 

XV-K XVI-15, XVIII-1J, XXXI19 ; BMC-X-4, XVI- H, 21, 24, 
£5, XV11-4, XX-14, 21, XX1-2). This form is commonly found 
in the inscriptions* A si mil nr shape is sometimes noticed on 
some of the coins of Klciin, Qi^ndroigupta il p Kumlraguptu I- 

J{ (BH-Vl-12, 14, VIHO, XXI1-7, ; BMC-X-10), Another 

variety of the letter with both the sides set apart— ^T| 

occurs sometimes in the coins of Cjbandrngupta il, KtimSra- 
gupia I and Skandagupts XV1-14, 21, 22, 3, 20), 

A shape of llki similai to that oi the letter Ta occurs cm same of 


the coins of Kumaragupta I and SkanJngupta— 



{BSIC* 


XVI-27, £0, XVLM XX-19). A shape which is also noticed some¬ 
times in Aaokan inscriptions * 1 appears on the silver coins of 

KumSragupta I- pf (Bil/C*.X VII-&-1 ], 12, J 3, H, 17,20, 

XVI 11*16, IS). Obviously it is not n regional variety. 


There are two main varieties of the letter Ma in the 

Gupta period. These are shaped thus— an( i 1J * 

The former is sometimes design at cl as the western variety and 

flatter as the eastern * But it should he home in mind that 

I U pa safe, Biitory <t Palwogniphy of Maury an Brbhnv 

Script, Appendix No, 30, ^6)# p 270/ 

3. Attetfar, J?/M rrtroduct io n. p, CXX V t [1-CXXIX) a nef U iha 
(I rdcinalipimuli p. 50-tl) speak eastern and western; 
oud rightly point out that such distinction* are not always 
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either ol the farms is not found to he the exclusively charac¬ 
teristic form of u particular region The so-called eastern form 
is found on the western inscription- And sometimes both 
the shapes are found in the same place (e, g.' See ; Mathura 
Inscription of Chandiaguptfl U, OIL Voh HI* Plate HI-A+ 
lines 6^ B, 10 and Ualravru inscription of Chamkagupta II, 
G. E 61, EL VoL XXI, p* 8), As in ihe inscriptions so also 
on the coins both forms are louud togGlher, e. g, both the 
varieties of the letter are found in the same coin {e,g* Sec : ML 
1142, 15, III-13, 1$ 14 ; 5^044,2*3*4), It » indeed very 
doubtful to assume that those forms indicate regional chanic- 
teristics and thereby help te determine the local mints. 


The so-called western form of Ma — ^ — ' 5 *° 

sttH on nil die coins of Gujjtu kings; while the other 
shape supposed lo belong LO ibu eastern region is nbo found on 
the coins ol till Gupta kings except those of Cbnmlraguptn b 

in which another form of the letter, viz.- V '-appears. 

But this shape is noticed on the coins of almost all the kings 
of Gupta period ; and sometimes it appears side by side with 

this shape of Mi— ^ (See: IMG- Plate XV- 4). Dr 

Altckar is of the opinion that his shape—( V ) has timer' 

ged from the letter with the ‘triangulat base * 1 2 and observes, 
"In some cases there is no triangle in the lower limb ol the 
letter, and we have only two skilling lines meeting on the 
base line’", but this dens nut stem to 1 >l correct. We 


believe that the so-called eastern variety— il »" 5 '■» 


originator of this shape of ilfit— * ' n ^ asc 


is a line, not a trinpgle. The Karnitalai Plate of Mahataja 
Jayanathn of the year 174 (A.D. 493-94) \GII. \ol. Ul-No. 
26, Plate XVI, p. 117) throws some light 


in this context. 


found lo be true BUlilsf distinguishes eastern and 
western form of some of the letters bin nvih iht letler 
Jir„ fin,lati J'tth offr.,pf t ; t -f >irlfcm Putt <t I’nttnt 

p, 65 ) See at*o- Fled : * Vol* 111, p. 

1, Atfekar, J?IT-1ntroduClioii : p. CXXIX. 


2. ibid., p. CXXIX, 







232 


K.S.I. COLDER JUBILEE VOLUME [JXSI, XXIII 


Here we notice the usvn] shape— jJ (Lines ; 1,2,3,4,5,6, 

9,1-}, 16,18,10,21 1 or— (Lines : 2,7, 11, 13, 14,21, 24) 

along with some other forms of this variety, such ns— J 
(Lines: 4 (in J/Mfl, 5,7,S,9,12,19,22),— wj (Lines: 6,7, 
IJ ,14,23) and also this shape— - '^/ (Lines; 11 in Vilopya- 


w oduiIffti ; 13 in Moduli ; 22 in Maya,. Again in the Khoh 
Plate al JnyitnaLbn, the year 177 (Oil Vol. II1, Plate XVIII) 
a similar shape :s noticed in line 14 in YttkcaimSm ; see also 
in the Khoh Plate of MMiiirilja Smvatiiiha, year 214 (A.D. 
533-534) CII- Vol, ilf-No. 31, phte XX in line 6 in the 
word MM,5k,yam, the shape of Ma is very similar to it. The 
tetter Ma in line 3 in Mvthi of the Mandsor Inscription of 
Yasovnrman (f UA'ol. Ill, No. 33, Plate XXI) and iti lint 16 
hi A'mn i and in 20 in JVflnw of the Mnndsor Inscription of 
Yasodharu m an a nd V is nil v ftrrmm c an also be Compared with 


this form. Moreover this shape of Ma — iJ is more con* 


duaiver lo evolving ibis form o( V - than the 


other form with u niangle nt its base — , To derive 

the former from ike falter is a far-fetched guess, since the 
Karflitalai Plate illustrates the derivation of the shape of the 
tetter, W« have not yet met with any mutilated form of 


this shape — in which only the upper lines arc 

drawn. Whenever ft short or mutilated Form is required, the 
ktier is carved jmnllcr nUhcr lb iu omitting any uf its poiitijji* 


Perhaps the fork at the top of this shape— ^ —prompted 

Dr Altckar to observe that in absence of a triangular base we 
hitveuuly two slanting hues meeting on the baseline. On 
the contrary it is plausible !o hold that metal engraving was 
to some extent responsible for the apptarrm.ee of this shape_ 
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Heit we notice the usual shape— il (Lines: ljfli3 p 4 p 5|8 p 

9,14,1648,19.21) or— -jJ (Lines : 2, 7, 11,13, 14*21, 24> 

along with some other forms of this variety, such as— *Sj 

(Lines: 4 (in Jfcrfta', 5,7,8,9,12,19,22],- (Lines; 6,7, 

Ii,M,21)nnd also this shape— \[ (Lines : 11 in Vihpya- 

nttmodmiya ■ 18 in MedaU ; 22 in May3'. Again in the Khoh 
Pliite of Juyanltha, the year 177 (Oil Vol, HI, Plate XVllIJ 
u simitar shape is noticed in line 14 in YaScalmUm •, see also 
in the Khoh Plate of Maharaja Survui tfilha, year 214 (A D 
533-554) ClI-VoL til No. 3r ( plate XX in line 6 in the 
ivord 3f thS.L,gim, the shape of Jftr is very similar to it. The 
letter }fa in line a in Mitt hi of the Mandsor Inscription of 
Y a so v arm an V'U.Vol I [I, No 33. Plate XXI) nnrl in line 16 
in Karma and in 20 in^wiii of the Mamhor Inscription o! 
Yasodhctramiin and Vjsrmvarmnn can also be compared with 

this form. Moreover this shape of J/a— 

is more con* 


dusivc to evolving this form of 3 /j — — ^an the 


Other form with a ti'angle at its base— ^ • To derive 

the former from the latter is a far-fetched guess, since the 
Kamila! ai Pliite illustrates th-? derivation of the shape of the 
letter. We have not yet met with any mutilated form of 


this shape— —in which only the upper lines are 

drawn. Whenever a short or mutilated form is required, the 
letter is carved smaller rather tli m omitting any of its portion. 


Perhaps the fork at the lop of this shape— ^ —prompted 

Dr Atiekar to observe that in absence of a triangular base we 
have only two slanting lines meeting on the baseline On 
the contrary it ,s plausible to hold that metal engraving was 
to some extent responsible for the appearance of this shape— 
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V — from the usual variety— •y] — p since the former 

is noticed on the topper plate inscriptions also. The die- 
cisttirrg and plate-engraving may have a common technique 
and so manifest similar shapes of the letters. 

There are a few other minor varieties of the letter jlfrt 
found on the Gupta coins* The lower triangle sometimes 

becomes a circle on some of the coins of KiamSragnpta I— ^ 

JK2H7-XVM8* 1% 2I« 32, 23). A similar form can f>e seen in 
the Aiokan inscriptions* * 1 We also come across the letter 

resembling letter Pa— JJ (BMC-1, I , 2 t 3, -I, IV*3 f XVI-27, 

XXI'Sj 7 r ) ro IT ilA[0~XV-8) ¥ The other shapes such 

as— U [JtMMI-1, 2 t IV-IO, 15, 16) or — 

Val, XlVr plate X-il) arc .lI so seen here and there, which nrc 
nlso observable in the inscriptions. 1 

The most common shape or Yu cm the Gupta cot us 

is formed (bus— OJ . This variety is also most prevalent 

on the inscriptions of the period. It is sometimes carved 

thus— OJ (JMMI1-2, 3, 6, 8, 9, 15, 1V-10, V-2, 6, M, 

xvm-io, xx-s, n, xx[it-ii. xxni-n, xxxn-io; bmc- 

XlV-2, XIX- I). Another variety of the later is uiigulnr 

“ Ill -iBIl-1-2, 3, 5, S, XX-12, XXlI-e, XXIU-7, S, H, 

XXIV-3, 4, 5, XXV-3, XXVItl-4 , flJTU-XlII-lQ, H, XVlli- 
1, XXI-19. XXII-t, XXUI-14). A similar shape is also 

], UfKi.sk, JUitory d‘ Pitltt o^raphy of Maury an Brahml 
ScrijJ, Appendix No, 31 (9), p. 274. 

2. See: Maunkuwar Stone Image Inscription of Kumiirngupta 

I year 129, CJI, Vol III, plate vi-A, line 1 and 2 ; and 
Dainodurpur Copper Pfate inscription of Kumitragupta l, 

Ef- VdL XV, line 7. 
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noticed— yj-(fi/TXVll 12, XXIL-4, XXXll-11), Sometimes 

cursive form thus— Uf —is itlso found in some of the 

coins of Gupiu kings [BlI-l-l 1-13-14, II-S-IO, 15, XXVII1-2, 
6, 7 ; 470-111-2, XXII-1). a peculiar shape in Lingular style 

formed thus— \j or is found on some of the coins 

of Kiimnrguplu I and Skandngupta (B4fC-XIU-9 t Xlll-S, 

XIX- 1, 2, 7, XXI-16, 17, 13, 22, XXU-4). It may be pointed 
out that a similar shape Is noticed in the Meharauli Iron 
Pillar Inscription of Chandra iffII \ a!. Ill, No, 32, Plate 
XXf-line 5). Is it due to the metal engraving ? Another 

variety of the letter— (jj (Bift7-XXlV-6, 7, S, 9) is also 

found on some of the coins, which is not unfamiliar in the 
inscriptions, but it is very rare. 1 

The letter lia has a simple shape, a line with a thick 

top— J , Thjs shape is most common; but sometimes it 

is pointed— J or ^ . On silver coins we notice the 

southern influence since the Letter has a tail— J or J 

(Sec : BUCX-15. 17, 19, 20, XVM, 2, 3, ■!, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, II. 
12. 13, 14, 17. 19, 20, 23, 24, 23, 27, XVII-10, 20, XV111-24, 

XX- 3, 4, 5 XVM 7, 21, 25, 2G, 28, 29, iOj. 

The Gupta inscriptions display two main varieties of the 
letter Liti but in the coins only one variety is noticed with 
some minor shades. The most common shape of the letter is— 

- Sometimes due to limited space on the coin, it is 
shaped thus— -J (See; £77-1-1, 6, XXXII-S ; AlflMIM, 2, 

5. 9. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14), The conspicuous absence on the 
Gupta coins of the so called eastern form of La, which is 
simpler in shape, is difficult to account for, 

l, Cf, Sumandal Plates of i’tithirrvlgrahabhatiftraka, G- E. 

250, EL Vol, XXvm, No. ir>, line 1, p, 7jV 
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This fact serais to have an important significance, The 
variation cutmoi be traced to any particular provenance. It 
is one ol the alterative forms used indiscriminately m the 
inscriptions. It may not be risky to surmise that this form — 


-became handy m fluent writing which had more scope in 

inscriptions than in coins for exiguity of space. 

The letter Vu bos a simple triangle with a top horizontal 

line— ^ # This shape most common. Another similar 

bhnpe with sides parting with a broader serif— G - |s •*“ 

noticed on many coins \Bll~ 1-14, II-1, 5, 7, S, 10,11,14, JH-9, 
10, 11, 12, V.2, VU, 4, V1UI, 2, 4 (obverse), 12. 13, 11, 15, 
XVIH, 14, XVlK.il, 12. XXII-1. XXV111-7, XXXII 9 JiMt- 
[-6,7,11,12, II-1, 5, IV-6. 111-3,4, 116, 11, 13, VI-1, 4, 7, 
VIIM, 12, 17. 1X1,2, 9, II, 12, X-4, 12, XVf-20, XX-25, 
XXI-2, 7, XXI1-7). On silver coins □! Kiimaiagupta I. the 


letter is shaped thus— A or A * w kicli ttre obviously 

due to the paucity of space on the coins —XV1-24, 25, 
26, 27, 28, 30, XVII-1, 2, 4, 9). On some of tkc coins of 
Chandragttptn I, Samudragupta, Cbandragupt* II utid Kum5ra- 
gtipta I, the triangle at the base has somewhat a round form— 

$ (Bit —lt-4, 12, 15, 1H-6 (in Wdot) XlI-7, XXIX-S, 6; 

BMC-l-l, 3,4, 9, 10, III, 1, 7, XIV-1, XV-3, 4, XV 1*16 1 20, 

21, 22, XVI11-16). A similar shape— Q —is noticed ex- 

clusively on the coins of Samudmguptu ntid Kucha (52I-I-15, 

VH-7, B3f<7-II-9), Again a shape thus— ]J " is ;ilso founJ 

on the coins of Samudrogupta and Kucha (577-111-9 (in Vata), 
12 (in Fata), 15, VII.fi). Does this suggest some intimate 
relation between the two Gupta kings ? l In one or t^wo corns 
of Chandraguptn II and ProkS&ditya the letter is depicted with 


1. See i Altekar ; Bit, p. LXXlV-LXXV L 
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almost the same shape us that of the Asokun period thus— 5 


/f.VC'-VI-S ; Zf//-XXXI MO). 1 

Thu most frequent shape of palatal ns represented 
on the Gupta coins is shaped thus— or J-| . On 

some coins, the horizontal line inside the curve is absent,— 
^ 0r -T"| , which seems to be mj oversight on the 


part of the artisan. This shape is usually manifested in 
the conjunct i .i or Sri |A/MV*1, 5, 6. % II, 13, 14, XIV-10, 
XX-15, X.WII-J, XXX-6), though at some places it is 
noticed independently [e.g. /J/MII; BMC4-5. 12, 11-5, IV-8, 
y, 11, V 1-5, 9, LX-14, 111-5, 15, XU-18J. On the silver coins 
th' aberration is frequent in I he Conjunct Sri (See : BMC- 
X ; H, 15, 17,18,19,20, XV1-5, 6,12, 15, IS, XVJl-S, 15, 16, 
24 XX'J| 4,*p Gu sonic of ibe copper coins o| 

Kumlnrguptn I, we find a slightly different shape thus— Q 

(Bjff7-xvm-2i, 26 ). 1 -n 


On Gupta coins the cerebral Ska never appears alone. 
It is always conjoined with ICi. There its shape is usually 

thus - y (Sec r ItlJ-X V.8, 9,10,12, 1$, XVI-1, XX11- 

S ( 14, XXV-0, XXVIII-H, 15, XX LX-1, 2, 3, 4, 6, XXX-1* 
BMC \lll-2, 4, 5, 6, 7, XIV-6, 7>. In some cases its middle 

line is placed slant-wise— ‘jvj ( S//-XV-12, 13 J. Other 


shapes of the letter are not to be Seen since its use is Very rare. 
On the coins of the Gupta kings, the dental Set is maiuly 

represented in the so culled western style— or ‘JJj 

On same coins we notice a shape .very similar to ancient 


form, thus ftj » (“{_/ {lill-l-M, 11-1, 7, (in Samara], 

Scrim p. 25 ^ iWSak ’ Ifitl0r V tC Pateoprayhy o/Maurynn BfShmi 
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8 (in Stfnwr.i), 10,14,15, III-l, 7, 10, IV-1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 11, 
12,14,15, V-l, 2, 4, VI-11-14, 15, XV111-2; BMO-l-h 11-9, 
V-7, 13, 14, V1II-12, IX-10, XIV-3, G), Tiiis variety mainly 
appears on the coins of Samudrngupta and Kochi. This fact 
again signifies the close relationship between the two kings. 
The so called eastern variety of the letter Sa is very rarely 
seen on the Gupta coins. Dr Altekar overlooked this letter 
altogether/ although it can be seen on some of the coins of 

Snmudragupta- or (fi//-l-l4,111-9,12,14, J5,V-6, 

S, 15, JMfCM-ll, 12, 13 ; XlftM-XV-7, .//f.h5M889, Plate 1-3). 
Dr Altekar observes, “it has been pointed out for the first time 
that the so called eastern variety is confined to the early rulers 
and there also in the letters .1/e and lit only. Sa, Shu and ha 
show no eastern forms.’'* We have seen above that the so 
called eastern form of J/o is not confined to I he early rulers 
since it is noticed on the coins of KumanigupU 1, SkundagiipLa 
mul Purugnpta also. And it is also difficult to ascribe them 
to regional mints on the basis of the forms of letters. The 
eastern form of tfa is to ha noticed with western form of A/ii 
(e. g. fi/MII-14) ; and sometimes both the letters belong to 
eastern group (c.g, £f/T-V-6) on the same coin. It is thus 
unwarranted to account for the differences by recourse to the 
theory of regional mints. 

As pointed out by Dnhk-r and others* there arc two 
main varieties of Ifi. The most common form on the coins is 

thus- T - . In some cases U is seen with a longer hook- 


(eg., Sec; Di 7-XX-H, XXIIM, 4,7, XXVIII, 15; 

BMCW. M, VII-1, 2, 18, XI16, Xlll-H, XIV-1, 3, XV-U) The 
other so-called eastern variety is primarily noticed on the coins 
of KuniSragupta I ; and very rarely on those of S n mudrn- 

guptu and Chandnvguptn II. It is shaped like this— 


1. Altekar,////—Introduction, P, CXXVlIf, Preface, p, 32; 

Ruhler did not notice any eastern or western form of 
A'rt (/ndrtm Padatogra^hy-Indian Uludiei, Past anJ 
Pr43Hnt.Vo\, J, No. I, p. 65}. 

2. Altekar ////—Proface, p. 32. 

3. Raider, Indian PatavprajAy, Indian Studici-Pati tfc 
Pntitit, Vol. I. No. 1,9, 65; Altekar, BH- Preface, p. 32. 
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(Zf//-X 1IM. XX-4, 5, 6, XVL8, II, 12, 13, 15, XVII. L, 2, 3, 4, 
7, 8,11, 13, 14, XVlII-1, 3, 6, 8, % BMC-V, 2, 3, 7, VI-7, 9, 
XH, XV1-2 lj 23, 24, XVII-S, 4, 8, 1115, IS, 28, 29,). On one 
coin of Kumaragupta L, the letter Ha appears with a strange 

shape wliicli is exactly the reverse of the usual form ^ 

BMC-X VI-30)* This is obviously tine to the inadvertent 
engraving of the usual form in the die, which ought to have 
been put in the reverse in order to give out the proper shape 
in the impression. The eastern form of Ha is usually found 
with the conjunct ,VAii; but sometimes the other form is also 

noticed (e^j. See : £f/7-XXVTU-2, 3,4, etc. as— E^j- ). On 

the basis oT the shapes of the [l iter it is difficult to assign coins 
to the eastern or western mints. On some of the coins we find 
eastern JUa with the western form of Ha (BMC-V-2) \ while 
BOmc times both the letters Ma nod Ha belong to the western 
group. 

The medial signs on the coins follow the siime style as in 
the inscriptions. The sign for A is usually denoted by a 

slanting stroke to the tight f (JW) ; but sometimes 

it is ot the top— } or ^ f c g, See : BH VH-S, 9, 10 in 

Ka and M ). Medial signs for / { ^ — P7-577-IX-2 ) is 
usually shown by a curve to the left and for I to the right and 

lefl-fe. g. See : Bllmib2 (reverse) in £ri) w The 

medial b is shown usually in ibreo ways. For instance, in 
Mu or *Su it is the elongation of the right vertical proceeding 

downwards. ^ (See : BHA, 13, 1M4, VI-4, XV- 

7, 8, etc.) i and in K», i , J n small curve or a line 

to the left at the bottom indicates the sign (See : J3JT-XX-7, S, 
9, IP), In some cases the bottom line turns to the right also 
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(See : 5JT-I-1, XXVIM1 etc.). And in «nd &»,— ?\) , 


flj there is a long curve open to the right going up, (See : 
BII-1-7, XVH-14 etc.). The medial 8 ifi indicated by & small 

slanting stroke leaning tot be left ut the top of the letter— 

(De) (Sec : BU-X*$, ID, 11, 14 ete.) ; while two such strokes 

are meant for the medial /li- (iTtri) (See i JJJ/OiXI-6). T he 

medial sign for 0 is denoted by two small lines ftt the lop of 
the Setter, one turning to the left and the other to the right- 

(See : Bff-XXH-15, XXIV 5, etc*). The Anun»a is n 

simple dot at the top ; and the Visargn is represented by two 
sidt; dots. The medial hus almost the same sign as it is up 

till now; e.g- Jfri* ^ 11, 12, 13, etc,) ( and the 

subscript Ha is cither n tail or a curve attached to the bottom 

of the letter to the left J | (Sec : K™ BIT- M4 t IS, 

n-3, 4, 5, etc.) ; while 7? before n letter is just a small vertical 

line at the top of the letter (See : 7£vi ^ BJ2-V11-9). As 

pointed out above, there is hardly any diagression from the 
usual stylo as found in the inscriptions. 

The mode of writing is always from left to right, but 
therearcafewnnmcse.fi. ?nmudragiiptfl f Chandra, Isacha 
etc. which nui from top to bottom. Chinese and Japanese are 
written from top to bottom, which are pictography It was 
suggested by some scholars that this mode of writing was 
derived from' Chinese style. 1 Bwl the coins of the Guptas were 
perfectly [mlianised and we need not go afield to find its 
source. It is n simple device to 611 up the space artistically. 


J. Sec : Altckar, li ft -Introduction, p, XCVlll. 
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Abbreviations used: 

7?J7— CaHtioffiu: of the Gujta Gold Coin* in the liayana 
Hoard- 1954* (Altekar, A. S.}; 

BMC-A Catalogue of the Indian * oin* in the British Muteum- 
(Inpta Jtjjnu ttiii- 191 4, (A11 :i n, Joh j; 

VIl-t'orjiUf Imcriptfonutn IwUeatnm / 

E I-Epifftnphia Indica j 

I MV -Catalogue of the Coins of the Indian M its twin t Calcutta, 
Vol. I, 1904 (Smith. V.A.); 

J MSI-Journal of Mumismutic Sorftty of India } 

JJIAS-Joitrnol of Royal Asiatic SocitUj ; 

PrA-lAp.-Prachinalijpimala (OjHa, G, H.) 


RliG-Rock Edict of Glrnur of Aiika. 


ON ANCIENT INDIAN CGiNLEGENDS 

JAJ PR A K ASH 

Attempts have been made to press llac antiquity of 
coinage in ancient India as far buck as the Vedic period* 1 
But according eo A S. Altekar, tin? possibility of ite origin lies 
around c* 300 B£.* Whatsoever be the antiquity of Indian 
coinage there is paucity of literary references concerning 
inscribed coinage in ancient India. Ami this paucity is due 
perhaps to the fact that the early Indian coinage was 
no inscribed* 

V. S. Agrnwah enumerates the four meanings of Nitkkj 
according to AimrttkoahiM, the last of which was * ! u difuira ¥ Le * 
the gold Denari ns coin ns was current in the Gupta period, to 
which frequent reference is also made in the inscriptions. 
The K&iikft refers to the same ns WWW W iffaTC 

on Panini V. 2* 10 ( } t which was of course u 

contemporary ill ii stratum from Gupta numismatics, rather 
Uom Piininiaii times/*” 

Jhtitim r$p<vh can be taken io denote coins impressed 
with human, animal or some other representations, hi 
the case of Dlnam, it is a later expression used 
to suit the Gupta coinage, which coiiLaiied inscrip¬ 
tions* But ahatudr r&puBi originally stood for the punch- 
niaiksp popular on the face cf the Fagtabn coinage. In 
the Gupta period the same old phrase was employed to 
denote the royal and divine figures, together with their legends 
etc. The same is true about the altuttwuvarni cuin-s, referred 
to tn the as these Mbit, 5uiuryj-pieces wnr, 

too, ah ita : e, T punched or impressed* 

Development of the Coin Legends 

An observation of the coin legends of ancient India 
shows two different processes of I Is development. In the first 
category come the coi □♦legends of the Ankss* the Pulilavas, 
the Kusblhias, and the Guptas, or the legends ol the 
strong monarchies, which followed Lhe I uln-Gieek rul^ in 

h B bandar tear. D. R r Zecftffttt on Ancient Indian HFumi*- 
mttlicA y pp r 63 ff. 

Z Altekar. A, S +l JSS f ¥ XV. pt. I, p. 26. 

3. Agrawala, V. S. + JNtiZ XVlH, pt, 11, p. H4- 

4 , J\f* *h 5M ft mf% Sti ih&pt r rm -\ ^ - 6* 

31 
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their respective order. The second consists of the coin 
legends of the city states,, republican tribes, and Lhe local 
dynasties. The only imperial dynasty to be classed in this 
group is that of the SStavahanas. 

Some metallic pieces discovered from Indus excavations 
were taken by Alteknr to bn coins. One of these twelve 
metallic pieces bears a short inscription which indicates its be¬ 
ing imported from Assyria, 1 2 3 which, if it be a coin at all, shows 
that the Indus people knew about inscribed money. But as 
none of the other pieces contain anything in the Indus script, 
it becomes dear that possibly tiny had no knowledge of 
coining money with legends on them. This, taken together 
with two other pieces which arc not In conformity with the 
Indus weight system, makes their Indus origin character 
doubtful. 

K. P. Jayaswal tried to read the names of some 
of the Maury a rulers on the punch marked coins. And if bis 
hypothesis he accepted, the purcb-maiked pieces will form the 
earliest inscribed coin series of India. He says ; “A number 
of cast copper coins and some silver punch-marked 
coins, both biaring unmistakable Maury a marks, have initial 
letters. By the process of i-limination they should belong to 
thu early Mauryns, namely, As ka, Hmdiirii' a, and Chandra- 
guptn, the initials arc .1, Hi, and ,Vu** 

According to him ,1 is found on the reverse of punch- 
marked silver coins dug out and recovered from the Miturya 
level at Pu'uliputra from Ghornghut ^Bhugalpur) in a group of 
84 Coins found buried in n stupa, which bears definite Maurya 
symbols. ‘‘The number 84 would evidently connect the stupa 
with AsuW* 

Hut if the stupa belonged to Asobo, how is it that only one 
out of the 84 coins is initialled ? Not only this; both of the 
pieces containing the symbol like the BrSbmT letter A, from 
Ghorogimt (Hhagalpur) do not contain any other symbol, which 
are found on the punch-marked coins in so large numbers. 
And this latter may show that they are not punch- 
marked coins at all. The real purpose of this . A-ltke 
symbol thus becomes doubtful, and hence the pieces beating 
it cannot he associated with Asoka. 


1, AlU-kar, A S,, XV, pt. I, p. 14. 

2, JnyflSwd, K.P.. I'rnc’tduirjt nj th, . Jnmut/ Getting nf lfi <i 
-rviimim'ith itoekiy oj 1035. p. 11. 

3, Ibid, 
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* + Tlie loiter Bi is found on a lead coin of the Mnurya 
series which is now nt the Patna Museum anil which was 
discovered on the occasion of the lost annual meeting of the 
Society 1 2 3 at Bhiln, Besides, it is found on several 
other copper cast and punch-marked coins in addition 
to iIs existence on Mniuynii pottery and arras ,lp - But the 
obverse of the fa Ed Bhilai coin, ns it appears from the 
reproduction provided by jEtynswal\ does not seem to Contain 
nn initial Bi in BiShcnu It so apptars, that the coin 
cord runs a line represent at ion of §iva linga, perhaps the 
curliest on coins, supported by n raised snake-hood, ibe 
latter part of whose body forms « coil. Same might he 
true to other Bi like symbols, found on coins, pottery 
and arms* 

Further! according to Jayaswat the letter Mk ia found in 
Kharosblhl nod BtahtnT On the Persian Sigloi and un eastern 
coins respectively. The MiTihml form bus been generally 
taken to be the taurine symbol! hut its occurence on the 
Pntfijipulni coins in n reverse order pis in the Jihottiprolu 
inscription) and the occurence of 3h in both KbaiTChibl and 
Biilum would make 11 $ indicted to take it as a letter. The 
letter Mi on the Muttr) a st/ics of coins probably originally stood 
for Miiiiyn 01 meaning the first Mutiiya, or for Mugudluw The 
earliest Maurya symbol which is found by itself (along wiIII an 
eye figure) on a seal in PntaiHpulm pottery is the mocm on bill 
which seems to stand for ChrmdtqgtipUi or Chandra Vumin, 
Thiil it stands for the former would be gathered from the 
story records. i3 by Jnsltn about. Cbanriiugnptu that he was 
placed by nn elephant on its back and was licked by a lion. 
A series of Taxiln coins (CAI t 111) has the symbol m front 
of the open mouth of the lion with its protruding tongue 
and the reverse has the mcon*Of>diill on the back of an 
elephant [eg. VAI t Hi. 2), and the letter Jtfa is also to be found 
on those coins. 4 

But the coins of the two references given by Jayaswal 
, do not contain any Mi-like symbol* The symbol in front 
of the open mouth of the lion is really a hill symbol sur¬ 
mounted by a crescent* And above the lion is a svastlka 

L 193d, 

2 . I^octtitings oftAti Annmt Meeting of the NjS*L t 

p, 12. 

3. lbtd* t Cf H pL 

A Jbld.p pp, 12-13. 

5* The said symbol is very clear on Cunningham, UAl, 
pi. ML 2, whereas on corn no. 1. of the same plate only 
its traces are found- 
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symbol. Hence, it becomes clear tliat none of the early 
Maury as issued coins with their initials. If at all they 
ever intended to strike such currency they must have 
engraved their full names. Because, it cannot be Said 
that the early Mauryas were ignorant of inscribed money, 
for Chun Jrugupfa Maury a is known to have been m 
contact with both, Alexander nod Selene us Nieutot. 
Bindus&ru too, hud diplomatic relations with Antiochus I. the 
second Seleucid king of Syria. 1 And the relations of Asoka 
with the then west Asian momirebs is testified by his epi¬ 
graphs. 1 And ill 1 : Greeks had an eaily tradition oi inscribed 
money. 

Let ns now examine the coins, which according to Juyaswul 
contain the names of the later Maurya rulers. Hu says, 

H we have.curtain signed coins which bear the names of 

Mauryu kings. They are all of the later Mauryas, thni is 
from Dusaratha downwards. Dnsaruthn was, as wo all 
know, the grandson and immediate successor of Asoka. 
There is a die struck copper coin obtained at Taxi I a by 
Cunning hum which is reproduced by him in his CAL Plate 
(I), as coin No, 5, which has n legend in Kli rostithl, 11 fact not 
noticed before.,.,.. The legend rends /.Mif.ir.iJfA.ij&i (of 
Dusmatlm). Bulb the obverse and the reverse have the moon- 
uii-hill symbol..,. Hit 1 1 .;uiii:g uE the Uuiul* is confirmed by 
two leading ailtiioiities on Kh'iro;d4bi whom I have consulted, 

Pi of. I 1 , W. Thomas and Ur. Sten Konuw.," 3 But a close 

observation of the reproduction <j( the said coin contains neither 
the moon-on-hill symbol nor the said legend D.wraihtita* It 
contains a multiplicity of symbols among which are itn de- 
phiut, bow fitted with arrow pointing upwards, sun, wheel 
murine etc,' The other coins which jayaswal nssigns to Dcva 
d barman,* 1 Sat a dharmutr and Brihadn&va* ^<>r Bribaspatinutia 
according to him) are really the coins of locul rulers, to which 
lluir style etc. bear a Strong testimony, uuj hence will be 
discussed elsewhere. 

Hcccnlly bw itni Siiukarnrtniul has attempted to 
decipher legends on pun ch-marked Coins* It is argued 

I- Raychaudburi, H. C., PIfAL (6th edu,), pp, 29S ff. 

— -^e.-ir, UC„ A tact Intiriji! i«u, Ho. IS, R,E, XNJ, 
tjae p. >7; cf. ulso No, 7 , R.E. II, line 3, u. lit. 

.». Juyoswal. K, 1\, op. cit., p. S. 

I, Cunningham, < 'oint of AncUnt Inrfiti, p|. I. No. 5. 

5- 3 bi i. 

6. Ibid., pi. V. 10. 

1 - Ibid., p]. IX. 5. 

8, J.iynswa], pp. y.H>. 

U. Nivamt Sank&raeand, JJYXf, X!|, pt, I, PP , 11 ff. 
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that “Vituddki-mpjtj'i records the tradition that the experts in 
the past goulj state by examining the coins as to whure and 
by whom they were issued. It U not therefore improbable that 
the symbols on puuck-maikeid coins may have had phonetic 
values. This probability is farther strengthened by the 
presence oF same Bidhnii characters among the punch-nmi ked 
symbols/ 1 2 3 Ami with all these probabilities, Swam! Sankara* 
□and adopting the Tdntriku Bi/ wwtfra system, makes the coin 
symbols, a type of pictography having n definite sound value. 
But Lhii view is highly improbable and anachronistic in 
method. 

Before coming to Ibe coinage of the IndoG recks we 
must refer to the Persian SigLi, said to have been 
Issued by the AcUncmenkls for circulation in their Indian 
dependencies The Persians had an established system 
□f cuneiform writing in which most of their inscriptions 
are found, but this script WttS not used on their Sigltdy a fact 
which shows they had no inscribed numismatic tradition like 
the Greeks- The early Siglois contain only some punch-marks 
like the Indian punch marked coinage. They do not contain the 
initial ^letter JJ.i „.in Kharosb^hT and Br&hmf/* as supposed 
by jiLynswal. 1 The fact nF the early Persian coinage riot being 
inscribed showi that perhaps the later inscribed coinage of 
Persia was a new introduction, possibly Inspired by the Greek 
numismatic art. 

The 1 ado Greeks were llife fistt to establish Inscribed 
numismatic tradition in India. They knew the art of coining 
money with legends on them, before ikui appearance on the 
Indian soil* The kings of the hido-Grcdc dynasties in the 
north-west of India issued coins with the same old Greek 
numismatic tradition as their background. 

Among the earliest inscribed coins connected with India, 
I he issues of Alexander the Great and Sophy tes, an Indian 
prince, are im porta at. The only coin of Alexander, which comes 
from Kbullum in Bukhari* allows a horseman following two 
retreating elephant riders/ This coin contains a monogram, 
a combination of Greek letters B ami A t which is taken to 
stand for Butihiu Alexandra^* and mo^t probably it was 
issued to commemorate the victory of the Macedonian invader 
against Forny lus contemporary king of Punjab. 


1, Ibid,, p 1L 

2, Jayoswal, op. clt., p. 12. 

3, UawtMdjjti Iffafory of India, I* pL I, J6. 
4 t I bid.* p. 349- 
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The coins of Sophytus contain merely his name Sophy toy 
in Greek script. 1 All these Indian issues show the simplicity 
of the earliest inscribed coin series. 

Endo-Greek Coin Legends 

Coins or llie Indo-Greck kings have n definite place of 
importance in sin* history of Indian numismatics. They use 
eit her one or more royal epithets before their names on lheir 
coin-issues- Anti hence, from the ltitle-Greeks starts an 
important stage in the development of coin legends in ancient 
India. They can be classified in the following heads; 
{ij Regular issues, (iij Commemorative medals, and (til) Joint 
issues. 

KEGUJAk ISSUES; GREEK LEGENDS 

The regular issues again arc divisible, into (a) mono¬ 
lingual and taoiioscri plttal, and (b) hi lingual and biscriptual 
coins. 

The rulers who issued only monolingual and ntonoscrip- 
tual coins arc ; Dio dot us I, DiodptUS El, liutbydemus I, 
Demetrius I, Euthydcnuts II, AsUim ichns I, Plato, Heltocles 
and I-u cm tides If, Thu striking of such ami only such 
corns by the iirst six rulers of this list shows that possibly 
they had nothing to Jo with India proper. 

The remaining Indc-Grcek rulers issued mostly bilingual 
coins. The QunJuz hoard ha f, however, brought to light coins 
w:th only Greek lungunge and script, even of such Inter 
rulL'jn who were formerly known to huve issued only bilingual 
issues, 1 This clearly shows ibn-; a great majority of the In do- 
Creek kings issued coins (ij containing Greek legends in Greek 
script and (Iij coins containing Greek Legends in Greek script 
on obverse and cither with oi without an exact rendering 
of the obverse legend in an Indian language and script on 
the reverse. 

The obverse legends of the regular issues of the Imlo- 
Greeks can lie divided into four groups on the basis of 
tht'Jr use of one, two, three, or even fonr-wonl regal epithets. 
The first five rulers of the said list have used only one 
regal title i.e. Butihv i, on their coins. The only exception 
in this class of kings is Diodol us I, who is the first Indo* 

1. Ibid., p, 3-t&! 

”■ “*»; A. D. H„ The JJadrUm Tr&tmn of Mi, 

Numismatic Notes and Monographs, No. 3, p. 4. 
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Greek to use regal epithets also on bis coins. And though, he 
uses two different titles i. c,, liitaifou* and Safer, * 1 none of 
them are found combined together on his known coin types. 
The coin-legends of the above mentioned kings show that 
the Greek title was taken by the ludoGsceks to 

denote their regal position. Btxiikui was the most popular 
of all the regal titles adopted by die IndoGrecks and was 
perhaps considered sufficient to indicate the power, prestige 
and the independence of the king* It Was also retained in 
most of the combined coin legends. The most popular 
combination was that of Batik um .Veferot- Lang after 
Diodetus I, the use of $&t*r was revived by Menander 1 , 
and from this time onward, it was used hy most of the 
Indo-Greek kings. In between DJodotus 1 and Menander* 
it was used as a title of the former only on the commemo¬ 
rative coins of Agat hocles. 

The double epithet combinations provide the largest 
number of new titles, as adopted by the kings of this 
group. Among these new inti eductions are Tkcct, Anikt£o* f 
Nikt ffharoit Nikitor&t r M yd «. Epipkxiw*, Eutrgit$$ t 
and JwicwrLrfei-fli* 

A combination of three titles can also be noticed on the 
coins of the Imlo-Grcek kings, eg. Polyxeuus- The kings, 
however, have rarely followed the same order of arrange¬ 
ment even though al! the three titles are the same* Here, 
Fhihpater occurs as a new title, used only by Apallodotus. 

Apollcdotiis lignin is the only ruler who adopts a combi* 
nation of four regal epithets. No doubt he was one of the 
most important rulers in the ludo-Greek series after 
Menander, and his political importative is betrayed even by 
Isis caiudegeiids. 

COIIMEMORAtjVE MEDALS 

Commemorative medals, issued by some ol the Irido- 
Gicek rulers, are an import ant feature ot their coinage* 

3. The Dtodotoi $ <>/ef^-bearing coin, which is the only 
evidence to show the adoption af Softer title by Dlodotus 

1 in his lifetime-, is, however* questioned by G. Mucdnnnhl 
((■ /Ji, f. p. 398], who makes it a commemorative medal, 
struck by Demetrius 1 !. pp. 305*306 ; pL 111, 9). 

Hut A. K. Nataln {Thi Vmn4$pcM of rh# fndfrQretk 
iffN^ pi 3 # ) lists I he cuiu concerned with the regular 
issuer of Diodotns I. 

2 % PMl\ 111, ^S! etc. 
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These medals chiefly arc of four types. The coins Issued 
ft) in honour of same important historical personages, (ii) 
in honour of some relations, (i[i) to commemorate some 
important event or so of the reign of the issuing authority, 
and pv) such issues of an unknown character. 

Five Indo-Greck kings in nil, are known to have issued 
this type of coins. An I i machos I was the ruler who started 
striking such special issues. He was followed by Agntbocks, 
as he commemorated Diudotus I. and Eiiihcdcmus 1, kings 
already remembered by An tim fichu s l on his money, of 
course in addition to other kings. Agalboclcs also retained 
the IhiU'eiiUt epithet, used by Anlimacbus I. Bath of 
them used this title only on the reverse of their comme¬ 
morative medals, imd uot oh their tegular issues. But this 
practice was net followed by the uttininiiig kings of this 
series. Their personal epithets uie used on regular ns well ns 
commemorative issues. 

The so-called commemorative medal issued by Menander 
is ot an unknown dim actor, for it bus no legend or any 
such other sign, on the basis of which its real nature may be 
ascertained. 

Eucta tides is the only king !o have commemorated his 
re hit ions, The obverse el one of his lypes records the names 
and busts of He!lodes and Lnodice, who might have been 
cither his parents or his Son and daughter-in-law. 

The twenty stater piece of Euciatides and the outsize 
coins of Amynins were intended ns special medallions 
to commemorate som■■ resounding military success. 1 This 
Characteristic of these coins is hulrnycd even by the regal 
titles adopted by the two kings. EhcmtiJcs calls himself 
J%<i« or 'the great* on these pieces. And Amynlas styles 
himself as Nikator or 'the conqueror.’ These titles hear 
testimony lo some othetwise unknown successful martial 
exploits uf ihcir adopters. 

JOINT ISSUES 

The joint issues of the Iudo-Greeks are roughly of 
two typrs, namely, (i> issiieil by regents, and pi) those issued 
in association with a subordinate ruler. 

The striking of joint issues stems to have originated 
out of iicccessity. The. issues of Strntol and Agathoclem 


I, Rivar, A. D, IT., 77in fptetrian 7’natvfv f>j if*tntha, pp. 5-6. 
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show that the hi Iter probably Acted and ruled as regent 
during the former's minority. Coins hearing the bust, name 
and titles of tire Queen Mother Agnthodein show that she was 
an absolute regent. Her absolute regency lor some time is 
indicated by the second type of coin legend and other details 
of tlie piece. But it appears that she hud started initiating 
her son in statecraft by this t?me p ns is indicated by the 
appearance of the name of Strata ou reverse. The issues 
of this type are rare and “must have been followed by au 
intermediate period p when coins bearing the conjugate busts 
of Aguthocldii and the boy Strata and the names of both 
A¥cre issued 1 \ Issues ol this series nod their legends 
indicate that Agalhodcia was no more a # Queen\ though the 
appearance of her bust and name on the coins show, that 
she eliU had a strong voice in the state management. They 
also point out “that Strata was approaching nn age when 
he was impatient to assume complete power and authority 1 '' 
but was not yet successful in his dtsigns. But he became 
successful probably soon after, as the rarity of those coins 
indicate?. 9 

Of the joint issues struck probably in collaboration with 
an associate, first in the scries won 3d be that which bears 
the name of Lysias on Hie obverse and that of Antiulcidas in 
Khaicrslilhi provided they uic not taken as ll M mtde"# 
Lysias adopts his usual title hue i. a , Auikrtoi liuvirciblc), 
whereas on the reverse Aftlialcidas is called joj/adhartaa 
(victorious*, a title found even on his independent issues. If 
the authority of this coin be accepted 1 , then An tide id as 
must have been an associate of Lydias, sometime in his early 
lilcp which, however, is testified only by the appearance of 
his name on the reverse o! this piece. 

The next, that of Strata J and Strain II, show's that 
the former IieilI grown considerably old and ns a result 
required the services of an assistant in the government. 
And finally his choice fcil on Jus son Strata* II, who, 
however, is known only from these com-?, and hence it 
appears that he never succeeded hi? predecessor us a sovereign 
ruler himself. Their mutual relationship k mentioned on 
the reverse of these coins. 


1. Narnia, A. K. t The fthAii p. 1 [0, 

2. lbM. 

3. Ibid-, p* 111. 

■t. ^-Tliis coin-type is most likely a mule 11 . See Nnniiji, A* K p 
The Coin-type* of the finch K%nye t p. 25 f u. 2- 
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The appearance of the name of Calliope on the obverse 
and reverse of tbe coins, together with tbe name of Hermanns, 
ns even their busts, indicates that Iterrnaeiis raised Calliope, 
bis wife, to att almost equal status in irdml lustration* 
Howevcr, even if Calliope was *a princess in her own right*, 
there is no doubt that she owed bet regal position and 
status to Hermanns, This explains, why no regal title 
whatsoever is attached to her name on the coin legends. 

The joint issue struck by Hermaeus with Kujula 
Rasa, a Kush&nn chief, shows that in his last days he 
rtquiml the services of an assistant who, however* was not 
a Greek himself. And therefore, naturally Ilermneas must 
have been guided by political reasons to appoint im Yueb-chi 
chief, as his assistant in administration. The obverse of these 
coins according to Cunningham reads BA£l A EQ& ETHPQE 
EY EPMAIOY. He translated the IT ol this legend as 
* Kinsmen V for which no reasons were supplied. Even if 
his view be accepted the said obverse legend fails to 
clarify the relationship between Her nine us and the other 
king (Iviijulii Rasa]- The reverse also does not point out 
any relationship. 

The Greeks, being faithful to their original traditions, 
adopted such titles, us were popular in the land of their 
origin, for Lbe imposition of their regal authority. All the 
titles taken together show the very personal and'ambitious 
traits of their users. On the one band we note titles 
which signify their greatness, political power and military 
strength, on the other those that signify their religious 
leanings* Seme of the titles also tend to indicate the 
divinity of the king. 


All the titles of the said types and nature are Greek. 
The like of such epithets were not popular in India before the 
Greek invasion of the country. Some scholars, however, 
have found an exception tn it in the mo of M*ja$ by the 
Ikttnun Greeks* Selfmnn states that Eucrnthtes 11 was the 
first Greek king to describe himself as nke Great 1 upon a 
coin," but this was only been use BAiTAEflff MET A OF 
Bi wns the translation of mafiantjatit, rind was therefore no mere 
piece of bombast* 11 * But this observation is not a plausible one, 
because ifukfirMju as a regal title became popular in ancient 
India only in Imitation of the Greeks* None of the early Indian 
kings are yet known to have used it cither in their official 


U NU t 1892, M*. 

2. Sell man K C * Oreak Cttfn* (2nd cdn,) K p. 21*5. 
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documents or jit contain par ary writings. A&ika, in his 
inscriptions, uses only r3j&2 

Besnagnr inscription 1 refers to the Greek king Antialcidas 
o& mafhiraj < whereas the Hindu king EtbEgubhudro is styled 
only ns ruffo. This distinction of the use of regal titles in the 
ik-sariagar epigraph dearly shows that Eucralideg was trans- 
la Ling a Greek Lille in Prnkiit as Tiwij.tr yutif, and not otherwise. 
Muhtirfytaa, like tunny other titles, was popularised iu India 
by die Judo-Gieeks. and other foreigners who followed them.* 


Prakrit Legends 

The Indian legends on the coins of the In do-Greek 5 
loo, like the Grot k legends, can be classified in four distinct 
groups, on the basis of epithet-combinations, Manarchs using 
one-word title on the reverse tor obverse) of their issues are 
only a few. And the main titles of this group are only 
rtijtmc and weiftam/ittii. 

Among the combination-epithets, ynaharajatu tratarma was 
naturally the most popular, lint ntnhuTajata ajiilihatata, 
maharajdia dAmntikjta, and mihatajuKi jai/adhmua were also 

q ui t e pop u I a r combi ti a l ion s. 

.Among the three-word epithets, interesting combinations 
of the titles already known, with the exception of 
f-riteLiehliiti’t, may be noted. 

A combination of four-word titles in Ktmroslilhi is found 
otily on a coin-type of Hippostralof. The titles combined 
together in this legend were popular in various ways oven 
before 1 lippoitratns. 

*^be commemorative medals do not contain inscriptions 
in Kburoshtfii. lint only when the fcii'iVfclyii nayiira limit ji type 
of Eucra tides 1 is accepted as u commemorative medal 
can its Kbaroshthl legend bo explained with certainty, 
It cannot be classed under the category of his regular 
issues. The reverse legend shows that the coin was 
issued in honour of the city doily of Kupisa. Mature 
takes it to “indicate the deification of the Sovereign 
Authority of the City State of Kspisa.’'* Bui it does not seem 


1, Si rear, D, C., Hcftct Interii'tiont, No, 15. o, 31 etc. 
% Ibid,, No. 2, p. 91. 

3. 1 bid., p. 90, ii -1. 

4. PMl MIL 131 ; XV. 1947, p. 30 t Nnratn, A. K„ Th Into. 
Ureek*, pi. 1 v, fi. 9. 

5. Katare, S, L„ II CTJ, XIH, pk. 1, p, 43. 
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plausible* Probably the cOEtqucst of this ancient city was 
n dream of Bucm tides. And after hliving captured, it■ ht 
issued coin^ of this type in honour of the deity (Zeus 1 ? or 
female deity*], to whose favour its conquest was Attributed. 
Hence its commemorative character. This suggestion is 
supported by the miniature Ckiiitf* figure on left* and the 
elephant paying obeisance to the Greek deity of the victor. 
The Chxityd and the elephant might be the original 
guardian deities of the city, who were finally made sub* 
ordinate lo the Greek divinity. The reverse legend* thus, 
introduced tile new guardian deity of the city to its subjects. 
This indicates the commemorative character of the coin, 
and makes the view of Katare untenable. 

The reverse legends of the joint issues of the Indo-Gieuks 
contain tides only for the anointed king and not for the 
subordinate or the associate ruler. This is made clear by the 
reverse legends on I lie coins oF Sit a to 1 and Agn tirocinia, anti 
Hermanns and Knlliope; Lysias-Autialcidns coin is an 
exception but its character is Correctly doubled 1 by scholars* 
Strata I and Simla IK coin is unique in the seme it contains the 
relationship between the two rulers. 

The Indo+Greek kings took Greek regal denominations 
to impress ihdr imposing royal glories. But later, with 
a view, perhaps, lo familiarise themselves more with their 
Indian subjects* they Liniislnted their titles in Prakrit, 
Selecting appropriate equivalents* 

The view that the adoption of dhriimlki\ by Menander M iu 
the Kfauroshfbl legend, m ty be connected with his adoption of 
the Buddhist, faith 1 ' 4 is not Correct Because, had this title 
really something to do with Menander's Buddhist faith, it 
would not have been omitted, in an inscription* recording 
the burial of the cor port .1 k lies of the Buddha, in the reign 
of Menander** Dhmmiku is not in the Hindu tradition of 
regal epithets, and 1_he ref ore appears to be a mere Indian 
variant, denoting a sort ot righteous altitude of the king in 
justice and administration. 

Though the Ancient Indlm political philosophers had 
already made pritja-Takthurta i.e., protection, u duty of the 

L PMO % p. 20. 

2. Th$ IwithErdekti p. 63. 

3. Xarala, \.k . Tin: * e “ the Luiv-ttrwk King *, p, 25. 

4* Nur;iin, A K. t Th Ind(ht* a fed* M p. 100. 

5. Sircar, X 'fir? No 14, p. 102 fF. 
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king, 1 * 3 yet no Hindu kins before ilie Indo-Gujeks is fityled as a 
protector. But the IndmGreeks called themselves .utter 
(prelector or fral'i}. The credit of popularising this epithet, 
loo, in India goes to the ludo-Greeks. It* the Besnagar 
inscription the mention of tratiirMt ns an adjective of RbSgn* 
blind™, is perhaps due to tbe person, probably a Greek, who 
prepared the draft of the record. 1 

Another important Prakrit epithet which survived 
even in much biter Ilnurs is rtijatirriju, It was used in the 
ImlO’Greek series only by liucratides. Hut later it found 
favour with the rulers of almost every important dynasty. 
IlS curliest adoption by an Indian is foil nil oil the coins of 
the Andnmbua king Mahadcva’, which record on l heir 
obverse rajar.tVj (ski rAjarajnih, an L as* on the 

reverse. Thus introduced by iiuerntides, continued and 
popularised by the &ikas and Pnblnvas, it finally came to be 
rajStihiraja of later Hindu kings. 

Other Prkkrit titles which ore equally onll an dish, 
failed to find favour with Inter Hindu dynasties. 


Style 

Stylistic division and differences of the coindegends of 
the IiidoGreeks are based on their main types, The coin- 
legends of their regular issues arc simple. They contain 
one, two or three regal epithets, attached brfoic the name 
Of 1 he ruler concerned, and arc mostly in genitive. Indian 
language legends of these coins ora also of the same type, 
inasmuch ns they contain an **uct translation of the 
obverse legend. The only differences that are found in ibis 
case are on some of the coin types of Strata I, Apollodolus and 
Peucolaus. The details of these legends arc as follows : 


No. King 
1 . Strata t 


ref. 

&C, 1 <H«. 

PI. VIII. 5,6; 
IX. I, 6. 


obv, 

RAJIA ES£ 
AW HP OS 
KAI 

WTATGNOA: 


rev. 

JUuAtirqyuia 
trottram 
dltarmikata 
,Stratum 
Mahiirajam 

tjdtiroit 

Apdadataw 


2 Apullodotus PMC t \\\ 276; HAZlAEaAT 
V. 3S3, TOTHPOi: 

KAI tPIAO/7- 
ATOror 
AHOAAOaOTOY 


I, SanHparvu, 68, M ■, ManttimiiH, Vll, l+l. 

2 P Si rear, D.C., ticket JnicHjrfwii. p> 91. ti, 2. 

3. Allan, BMt\AZ, p. Lxsxv, pi. XIV. 16. 
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No. King ref. 

Apollodotus BMC, X. ]. 


obv. 


rev. 


B A T1A B QE Maharajm 

M Er AAQY T£?- tmtatata 
THPOr KAI Apaljd*t irj 
0IAOJ7ATO* 
por 

AltOAAOAOTOY 


J. Pencoliius *V<\ 

PI, XV.'I. AlKAlOY dhhimik-nn 

PM\ VII. 64 A K AI 2QTH UaUtati 

J7HY KDAAOY I’iukulata 


The obverse legends of lhe coins mentioned above are 
different from the rest of the regular issues of tbs Indo-Greeka, 
in ns much as ibey contain nit additional word “Kai* (and), 
Jt is curious to note, however. (.hut this add it ion on the 
obverse legend did not affect the Kharofhthf side. 

Another stylistic difference, though only one legend of its 
type is found on some coin-types of Apailodotus, is: 

Obv. BAZIAEOT A JTOAAQd OTO Y TflTHPOr. 

Ktv. Maharajam tralarata AftjlaJltata . 1 


It is the onty legend, repress at alive of its type in tbe whole 
of the IndnGreck series, wherein we have the name of the 
ruler mentioned in hi-tween two regal epithets. Here as well, 
the obverse style does JJO l correspond with the reverse. 


-BSffl&wffJJtertS.. 1 * ki " 6 to "• “■ — 


The nature of commemorative medals appears to be 
introductory. They commemorate some important persons or 
events, and were meant to introduce those important persons 
etc. to Ore people among whom they were put in circulation. 


The reverse legends of these coins are : m Antimnchus ■ 
aVTlAEUNTOA* THEOS ANTIMAXOY 2 .Wthodes- 
BAT1AEflNTQS JIKAlOY ATAflOK A Efflf, Bath of th^ 
legends in this term and combination are not found on the 
regular issues of these kings a fact which points out their 
stylistic difference, 
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But the commemorative coins of Eucrntides, in 
which he commemorates Heliocles rind Laodice 1 are not 
of introductory character, because, ihe subjects of E tier a tides 
perhaps knew fully well ns to who these HelftocteSand Lnodice 
were. The commemorated persons might have been living 
before the people among whom these coins were current. The 
reverse legend of these pieces is in nominative unlike that of 
the regular coins of Eucratidcg. It is : UA27JALY2T MErAiT 
EYKPATIJHT, 

The victory medallions of Euera tides' mid Amynlus 1 , 
which me a type of the commemorative scries, have nothing 
in common with Hie legends of the ether mcduls. They 
contain the legends of their kings, which are found on 
their regular issues, in genitive. They arc: UA27IAEG2T 
MErAAOT EYKPATMOY and RATrAEfiT NIKATOPOff 
AMTNTOr. 

These pieces, which were the issuers’ highly personal 
coins, were perhaps meant to publicise some noteworthy 
event of their reigns, and had nothing to do with any other 
king dead or alive. Their unusual size and weights are 
remarkable. 

In some respects, the legends of the joint issues of the 
Indo-Greeks indicate n different style. The legends of the 
pieces of Agnthocleia and Sfrato, which contain the 
names nnd titles of bo'b, on the obverse and the reverse 
of the coins, are in the style of 11 tv regular In do-Greek issues, 
c.g. BAZilALmir ©EOTPOllOY ArAtJGKAELVT . 1 

The rest of their joint issue legends are different only 
in the respect that they contain the name of the regent i,e. 
Agathncteia, cither on obverse or ora both sides of the coin,* 
though the regal tides here are not a (inched before the 
name of the Queen Mother, Similar is tlie case hi the corns 
of Hermanns which contain the names of the king and 
Calliope. 1 Calliope is not given any regal titles on these 
coins though her name appears iu the legends on both sides 
of the coin. 


1. PMC, IX. iv. 

2, Il'-rt j,’ Ifpmismnliqut, 1867, pi. XI b 

3. JJWI, 1953. pi. IX. 1-2. 

4, PMC. V 370 : I'M’, ix, vii ; NC, 1947, pi. t, 6. 

5. PMl \ IX, vi ; m \ 1950, p. 212. 

6, PMC, IX, 691. 
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But the other joint issues of Strato I ami Strato II 1 
are different from the l ist of the coins of this group in 
some respect its they mention their relationship : 

1. Strato I. 

BATIAEY 2THPC 2TPATON.* 

Mahaeajana trutafata tlmiJta potram slum priyvpitti 
$traUtta. 


General Observations 


The style of the reverse legem 1 follows the Greek pattern. 
There is, however, an irregularity presented by Strato I 
and Strato 11 Coin which mentions their relationship and 
the love and nffecuou of cite for the other. The &ikas and 
P&hlavns, however, mention their relationships on the coins 
more frequently. 

The Indian legends on the reverse are generally in 
Khurosblhi but in the case of two kings in Biahmi. The 
fact of Brabml being not popular with the Indo-G recks, 
supports the view that Ktiaro^hthl was most widely prevalent 
in the north-west of India*, to which area mainly was 
the success of the In do Greeks confined. 


The titles of the Indo-Gretks were translated almost 
literally on the reverse. The bilingual joint issues are an 
exception to it, Other exception*, which are collected 
fiom the regular Indo-Grtck coinage, me mainly three. The 
first of these, is found on (he coins of the kings who use 
UtSmnJ script on their coins. The coins of Puntaleon* and 
A gat hoc I es* translate the Greek title Bimini* ns rttjant,, 
whereas, on all other specimens of the bilingual coins 
of the remaining kings, it is translated as tuahauipita. 
Secondly, u coin type of Euctntides contains the reverse 
title Tojulwajata* whose Greek equivalent is not found on the 
coins d Ettcratides. Ilut on the Coins of the $nkoS find 
Pah lavas it «as translated in Greek as Baiih vt iSatiUm. 
thirdly, some coins of Apollodotus contain mahitroiaw 
trahtruta, with the name of the king on their reverse. Bui the 
obverse of such coin-types sometimes styles him as simply 


1. 


2. 

3, 

A. 

5. 

0. 


According Id A. K. Narnia, these coins were issued in the 
2 nd period of Strain I s reign See Th<‘ Lido Ormkt, p. H 6 . 
PMt\ VIII. 643, 

randfey, lt,B. Indian PaUuopmpfty, ( 2 nd cdn.), p. 56 , 

PMC, IL 35. 

PMC, IL 45 i BMC, |v. 9. 

BMV, XXX, 12 ; IAIV, J. 10. 
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BmiUut ApoUodoiui 1 , possibly us tin equivalent of the 
said Prakrit legend, Such translation peculiar ites, curiously 
enough, tire often repented on the coins of Apollodotus, 
for on some specimens, the obverse legend is Batilru* 
Soterw k*t Bhilopit- rot ApaiMotoij,* or else Batilcns Mega» 
SoUrot Aai PhUopgtero* ApeHo&tvy* Out here too, the 
reverse legend is Only muJiarajsm frainpuni cr/hiltidnttisa. 1 
This lack of a complete translation of the Greek legend on 
the reverse is interesting. 

An aim lysis of the legends shows that in the earlier stages 
of Greek coinage the name of the issuing authority was 
considered necessary nnd sufficient, Later the regal titles 
were introduced as adjectives prefixed to the name of the 

ruler which occurred at the end of the complete legend. 

The obverse and the reverse of Irido-Greek coins bear a clear 
testimony to it- Exceptions to this are however found 

on some coins (of Strata 1 and Apollodotus), 

On their commemorative medals, they adopted a different 
pattern, and tried !o give not only the names, titles and busts, 
but also the favoui ile deity of the king being commemorated 
by them. 

Their joint issues follow the pattern of their regular 

coinage. In addition, they contain the names of a regent, 
assistant or an associate ruler, either on one or on both sides 
of the coin. But unlike the similar coins of later foreigners, the 
imperial titles are not extended to the subordinate rulers. 
Some coins of Strata l and A gal hoc lei a bear an exception to 
it, especially those pieces on which the ^ueen Mother styles 
herself as lAuUiaci Tlmtropoi. 

The Indo-Greeks, unlike the Kushniras, never gave the 
names of their deities on coins, probably because they knew 
their favourite deities fully well The karlshitft nagara detail 
type even does not contain the name of the deity. Because 
the name ns well ns Lhe deity Was quite familiar to Eucrotide?, 
nnd hence this curious reverse legend- This legend only 
shows the installation of n Greek deity in an altogether 
new capacity. 


1. m\ 1917, p. 143, 

2. IV. 276 ; V. 353, 

3. BMV t X- K 

4. PM’, in, 1315 Aft*, 1947, p. 30; The 
pi. VI. 8,9. 
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Both on the obverse and the reverse genitive was the 
most popular ease-ending employed by the rulers t6 exhibit 
ihcir royal authority, possession and power in association 
with epithets. 

The coin-legends of the I ml o> Greeks influenced the 
pattern of legends on Lhe coins of their immediate successors. 1 




I, This paper coven lEie development of Indian Coin Legends 
only up to the tndfr Greeks, We propose lu follow it up 
in the coming issues of the Jmr/utl r 





METROLOGICAL STUDY OF THE COLD COINS OF 
EARLY INDIA 

5 - K . MATTY 

Gold, proverbially the most coveted of nil metals, has in 
the pure slate n colour which cannot be imitated by any alloy 
or combination of other metals. It h untarniMiuble and 
remains bright and free from surface films of oxide at all 
temperatures* For this reason, it was called “noble metal* by 
ike alchemists of the Middle Ages in Europe. 

Pure gold is very soft and malleable; for increasing 
hardness it is generally alloyed with silver and copper* 
We have recently examined three types of gold coins : 
from the British Museum* London; Indian Museum* 
Calcutta ; and Singbi Museum* South Calcutta* Some are 
yellowish in colour* nnd apparently alloyed with 15 to 35 per 
cent of silver. Qsbeis are reddish and me alloyed with 
copper. The last type is blackish Sti complexion which 
means it is heavily alloyed with silver and copper in 
disproportionate degrees. A few of the last tyjwj are from 
the Kusharu^GupU period and quite a large number of them 
belongs to the medieval Hindu period. 

The earlier gold coins are much better in quality 
and quantity; 1 the later Hindu gold coins are poor in 
both ihe respects. But from the point of view of weight 
also, the gold coin varies to a remarkable degree; from 
(i) 242 grains (16.10 grams)* to \t\) 121 grains (8.30 grams), 
(iii] 4S grains (3 + 706 grams'-, and (ivi 20 grains (1.971 grams) 
approximately. 1 This undoubtedly indicates that there 
were four denominations of gotd coins Ihey were also 
used in the market as one, bull, quarter and half-quarter 
pieces. 

Since the purchasing power of gold coins was very 
high* they were rarely used in daily transactions, 1 They 

L Table U 

2. Vide* Siaghi Museum (South Calcutta) Nos. I P 2* 8/9, 

10. 11, IS* 50, 52* 53, 54, 55, 61, 74 & S3 (vide Kushipa 
coins) ; ord Indian Museum (Calcutta) No, 10 (Huvjslika) 
etc, 

3. SpK, Malty, Economic Life &] Northern India t Vide, Land 
Sale* and Currency and Exchange. 
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were also rarely minted in ancient India. Only one gold 
punch-marked coin is so far known to us. 1 The Jiulo-Grceks 
issued a few gold pieces. After that, the Kush an as anil 
the Guptas, issued quite a large number of gold coins. 
Generally, their corns contain a very good percentage of 
gold. In the later period, £ i&ifika, the ruler of Bengal, 
and some of the mediaeval Hindu kings somehow or other 
mu in tail icd the gold currency system. 1 

The existence of uumy types with numerous varieties defi. 
tritely indicates that the gold coins were minted ns currency, 
and mot merely as commemorative medals; only because of 
their high purchasing power, they were not used in popular 
transactions. They ware, probably, largely hoarded as pre¬ 
cious metal, and were melted down and used as jewellery for 
the tidier section of the society. Perhaps for this reason, it 
may have been thought in essential to mint gold coins in the 
later period. Why then was there nn abundance of gold coins 
in the KushSpa-Guptfl period ? We know that in the 
early centuries of the Christian era, gold came from outside 
India as bullion or as coins as one of the articles of import.® 
We may also conjecture l1i.il Bihar gold mines 1 were 
probably worked out during this period. Prosperity of 
this period may have led to commercial transactions on 
n larger scale than was later the case. To meet the 
ne;ds of the time, the Kushnnis and the Guptas issued 
regular gold coinage, Such coinage was, perhaps, hoarded 
for long periods, and would change hmuls only occasionally. 
Tills is aim quite evident from the manner of deposition 
of gold coin ( Dl'tarjj) with (he guild banks.* Thus, it 
must have remained current in commerce long after these 
periods, and the kings of ill.: less prosperous later periods 
might well have found it unnecessary to issue regular gold 
coinage. 

We have classified our results on the principle of 
chronology and they arc as follows ; 

Class 1 

A careful metrological analysis of 200 gold r pia s of the 
Ku sha rp as, the Rushan, i chiefs and the Sudani a us belonging Lo 
the Indian Museum and Sri N. N. Singhi Museum of Calcutta 

1- A. 1.. R isLi.nn, Tht Womhr Tktl Wat [nJit, p. 505. 

2. Vide, Tnlilc I). See also rav notes hi All. Vo turn VoJ 
J-VSr, XK1I. pp. 2(>9 IT. 

1 Murray, TRASH. VI. 1**40. 

I. Pliny, N<t*nml IIUor^ t Xll. 41(18); Periptu*, pp, 36 
and 100. 

5, R. C. Majujndflr, Corporate Lift in Ancitni Indie* 
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and the British Museum, London provide interesting 
information- 

It cun bu very well suggested that the coins of 
the kings listed in Table l of the Appendix given below 
were minted in the some chronological order os given 
on the principle of Gresham's Law. Of course, regard¬ 
ing the Sassaninns, their gold coins are even purer than 
VSsudevu of the Imperial Keshan i dynasty. The Snsanniaus 
hod issued thenii when they had established themselves 
propelly over Persia and in some parts of north western India, 
when the Kusbaun power in India was gradually falling 
down. 

In this connection another economic implication should 
be profitably remembered, it:- with the decline of the 
political fortunes ol a dynasty the gold content of its coinage 
declined. Such is the case with the Kashinas, the Guptas 
and many others. 

With the exception of the Kushiina chief Pasaka, 
the average gold content of the coins of the Kustiana chiefs arc 
higher than that of the economically depressed Little Kushaiius, 
But both these groups of coins are economically much inferior 
to that of the Imperial Ka@hai.ias mid of the early Imperial 
Guptas. 

So far discovered, Kodphisos 1 did not issue any gold 
coin. His son and successor Kndphis.es If introduced gold 
currency along with other meUtkc coin. Among them number 
2 of IMG contains 100 p i cent gold. But from the point 
of view of purity the coins of K mishkn 1 are Lss by l£ grains 
to that of bis immediate predecessor Kndphises fl. Thus, 
following the pinciples of Gresham's Law, we can very well 
suggest that the Kashina group of kings succeeded the 
K ml pluses group- 

However, our analysis of the coins leads to the classification 
of the coins of Huvishka in two groups {A & B) which may 
suggest the existence of two Huvishkns. 1 But from the point 
of %iew cf the design and fabric we can not group them so 
rigidly. 

We have no gold coins of V isishka at onr disposal. This 
may. however, point to the short rule of Vasishka Onr study 

I, BS0A8 (1957), pp 77-*5. [F. TV. Thomas, was perhaps 
the first to make this suggestion in JFtAS 1952, p, 108. Allan was 
supposed to be working on the possibility of classifying Huvishkns 
from the coins- A. K, Narain is also of the same opinion.] 
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of the coins also points to the existence of 2 Vasudevas 
[I aud II) nni] 2 Kanishkas (I and II). 

The most important unking those who followed Vfisudevu 
I rue perhaps, Kimishka II and Vasu or Va:udeva It. The 
former is known to us fiorn the Am inscription and from his 
coins \ tuul the latter if known mainly from his coins, Vasu 
or Vssudevn 11 may be identical with the Yaeh-Chih king 
Pa-t'iao of the Chinese annuls. He sent political mission to 
the Chinese king in A. L>. 2 JO. 1 2 3 

That the Kuslignn chiefs, who had perhaps ruled under 
the sway of the Imperial lvushaims, hud enjoyed pence arid 
prosperity under lliem, is aho reflected from (heir gold coins. 
But after the passing away ol the great Kush,.par, the Little 
KushSpns, for sometime, somehow or other maintained their 
existence in the Punjab and Afghanistan, 

Their power was ultimately crushed Uy the powerful 
Sakns, Sassnuians, and the Hun ns. This political turmoil has 
some reflection on the debased gold coins of I he Little Kushinas 
[Class Ip On the Giber Lund, from the study of coins we cun 
also notice the afflunnee of the rising power of the Snssanians. 


Class II 

Similarly we have throughly examined 235* gold coins 
of the Imperial Guptas from ihe Indian Museum, Calcutta 
and the British Museum, London [See Table II). So far 
as the metrology of these coii-s are concerned, they follow 
the standard of their laic Kush&pa prototypes* and the 
weights of the coins of ChnndragupU I mid Samudrugupta 
agree well with the weights of the late Rushana coirs 
of lho third century A. D. They generally vary from 118 to 
123 grains. Though the weights vary between -I to 6 grains, 
and though there appeal? to have been very little effort to 
strike the coins accurately, there was very probably an 
average standard which may he defined as of 121 grains, 
But, as Altekar hns pointed nut, wc cannot blame only 
the Guptas for the variation cf weight in their coins. It 
was rather a common practice in ancient limes. The Greek 
coins found in ancient India vary in their weights. Thus the 
weights of the silver coin of Demeliius vary from 55 to 61 
grains, when ihe standard weight of these coins was 67.2 

L TAt) Afft of ImptHal U niiy {1st, tdn ), p. 15L 

2, S. K. Malty, 'The Gold Content of the Gupta Caini 

etc.', JNSl, 1957*58, K 

3. CuLJiiinyhnn, Coint of tht JtuUsm I p p , 14 
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grains- The coins issued by the Indo-Greek rulers vary greatly, 
Even the gold Roman mi mi of Julius Cesser vary in weight 
from 120 to 125 grains. But after his death the weight of 
the ituftur varies from U4 to 121 grains. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

According to Cum i high am the earlier Gupta kings follow 
in their gold issues the KushSm standard oi 123 grains, of 
which about 107 grains are pure gold, for 64 coins of the 
Kusbhnn kings Vima Kadpbisss, Kunishka, Hnvishka, and 
the earlier issues of Vfctidqva give exactly the Same average 
weight. Bill the Inter coins of VSsuduva show a falling off of 
pure gold by nearly SO grains. 1 The fact is, out own findings 
show, that the Knsbaua guld coins contained appreciably more 
gold than this. 1 

But towards the end of the reign of Skundagnpta, the gold 
coin became much heavier, reaching an average of 144 to 146 
grains while the gold content decreased to about 70 grains.* 
Thts, according to Cunningham, may be taken ns a serious 
debasement. On the other hand, B. P. Sin ha" has shown that 
Cunningham's view of serious debasement is incorrect ; but 
certainly the coins of the successors of Ska n dug u pi a were 
usually much poorer in quality than those of their predecessors. 
Some coins of Nnrasimhagnpta and Knmaiaguptn II (? HI) 
Contain ns little as 5 I grains of pure gold. 

It can, however, be said that the earlier Gupta coins, 
apparently, followed tin KushSnu weight standard and the 
later correspond to the ,5"iti' twin - tundanl of Manu, comprising 
80 rattis or H4 grains. 1 

Although the Inter coins became heavier in weight than 
those of the early kings, the percentage of gold in the coins 
gradually declined, especially alt i the later part of the feign 
of Skimdugiipta.* This WHS probably due In the bad politico- 
economic situation created by ill-: invasion t>( the Ilonas ami 
the ceaseless trouble- over the my d succession after the- death 
of Knmrirngnpta 1, 


1, A.S, Altekar, Btynn* Hoard, pp, CXX-CX.XI, 

2, Ibid , f o. 15, pp. 14-1 f), 

3, S K, Mail v, ficonamir Ly>: of Nurth-rn India. Appendix 
HI, and Ch.ipler, ‘Currency A Exchange.’ 

4, Ibid., f.n. 15, pp. 14-16, 

5, Uietina of the Kingdom of 3fttgitdhu, p. id. 

6, Mam,., VIII. 134. 

7, I'Jeonomi'' 4 if'' of JVerlA'fn India, Appendix 111 . 
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It is popularly believed llinl Skandngijptrt died at about 
A,D, 467. lie was succeeded by Purugupta, son of Kumlru* 
guptfl I and ibe chief queen Anantndevi. But the order 
of succession to the throne of the Imperial Guptas after the 
dentil of Purijgnptsi is highly controversial. 

On the basis of our analysis 1 the Gupta gencology can 
be arranged as Cb-indritgiipta I, Sa mu drag opto, Kacbagupta 
( = ?Kamngupta}, ChaAraguptn II, Kurniragtiptn I, Stando- 
yupta, Puriiguptit, Nnrasimbagupto, Kumarnguptii II, 
XuiuStngiiipta (? Ill), Vishpugupln and Vninyagupta They 
Lad issued their gold coins in the same chronological order 
on tbc principle of Gresham’s Law. 
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Table t 

Average Average Average 
Q r weight Percent- Con lent 

fj 0 Klng/Gtiief in air age of of pure Remarks 

[in pure go Id gold (in 

grains) grains) 


1. 

Kndpbises II 

12 MO 

98*50 

119 00 

Kings and 

2. 

Kanishka 

120-45 

9767 

117-50 

chiefs have 

3. 

Huvishkn (Dj 

11970 

96 05 

11070 

been arranged 

4. 

Huvishkn (A) 

122-60 

93 45 

115-30 

here on the 

5. 

VSsudevn 

Ivtishaun 

11785 

95 23 

102 50 

basis of V. A. 
Smith in 
me & BMC, 
But our older 
differs on the 

6. 

Visn ( = r 
Vfcsudeva 
KushSpa) 

120-30 

8330 

100-40 

basis of Ike 
Politico ■ eco¬ 
nomic impli¬ 

7. 

Kanisliko 

10710 

91 15 

93-05 

cation of these 

8. 

Vasudevn 
(Bn zadeo) 

124-00 

94 70 

118 00 

coins (vide 

elsewhere). 

9. 

BboJrn 

KUSHANA CHIEFS 

119 00 66-86 

79 50 


10. 

Sayatha 

Si ta 

120 25 

73-91 

89 00 


11. 

118-30 

7175 

84-40 


12. 

Sana 

119 20 

72 60 

86 60 


13. 

Bnchnrnn 

11700 

6760 

79*25 


14. 

ChUn 

113 00 

8230 

93 00 


15. 

PSsnkii 

65 30 

44-70 

29 20 


16. 

1?. 

Feynsa 

(Addenda) 

KritvTtyn 

120 25 
123 00 

75-90 

62 40 

91 50 
7670 


13. 

Sarvayusa 

112-80 

54-01 

61-00 


19. 

Visva 

12000 

62-90 

75-50 


20. 

Not assignable 

118-60 

60-05 

71-40 


21. 

Knshiiya 

Snssauirm 

120*80 

89*37 

107-90 
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Table II 

Average Average Average 
weight percen* content 
King Coin Type in nir tnge of of pure 

(in grains) pure gold (in 


I. Chui'lrugLipta 1 

Chnnilragupta* 

11800 

gold 

91 90 

grains) 

10900 

2. Saijnidraguptn 

KuroSrdevl 

Standard 

U6 00 

83 50 

98*00 

3- 

Archer 

1 IB 00 

88-60 

104 00 

4 

Buttltaxc 

11800 

82*80 

93-CO 

5- n 

Tiger 

118-00 

8930 

10500 

6* 

Lyt ist 
Aivnmcdtbi 

11H00 

87 70 

104*00 

7- 

118-00 

8270 

98 00 

3. K&cbngupUi 

Ksidiu 

no oo 

8380 

9800 

9. C bail drag imtq 11 

Archer 

118 00 

8460 

9900 

10. 

Couch 

11800 

S0-50 

9500 

11 * o * 

J lor&cman 

118*70 

83-49 

91 10 

12- 

Combatant 

Lion 

12000 

S51C 

102-16 

13- 

Lion dr-ampler 

119 00 

87*60 

104-20 

H. 

Umbrella 

119 SO 

87-12 

104-30 

IS- KnmSingiip|a I 

Archer 

122 00 

7520 

92 00 

Ifi* 

Morsemn n 

121 00 

71-47 

87 50 

17. 

Peacock 

126 80 

82-91 

105-20 

IS. 

Tiger 

126*10 

79 00 

99-92 

19. 

Lion 

125-20 

78 52 

98 60 

20. 

Elephant-rider 124 50 

95 65 

99.00 

21. Skii ndagiipta 

(Group A) 

no 00 

87 54 

122 20 

22- 

(Group B) 

130-50 

74.25 

9700 

23- Prakaifiditya (pro- 

■ H orst man 

143 00 

73 00 

101-65 

bftbly Ptiniguptn) 

2*1. Nurusiln^lmgnpiii 

Archer 

141*57 

72 48 

104-30 

25. Uncertain (Naia* 

Archer 

14S-20 

61*00 

95*00 

rending doubifd) 

26. KumIrrigiipE;i 1! 

Afchor 

11700 

70-50 

10010 

27. Kumrirngnpln {lit?) „ 

151*40 

50-90 

(Gr. A) 
7710 

28. Vishnu (probably 

i* 

149 15 

61*65 

(Gr, B) 
92*40 

VistinugupU) 

2'L Vumynjjyptu 

11 

141-57 

72-50 

104*60 

30k fi.isiltjkiL 

Bull-type 

139-20 

6700 

93*20 


SOME ASPECTS OF MATERIAL LIFE 
ON GUPTA COINS 

VIDYA PRAKASH 

In India! numismatists have made use of coins for solving 
various tangibk problems of political hisLary* but only few 
Lave taken up t tic irxUmijvu coinage fur making n critical 
study of the muted llI culture uf die people* l\i the present 
paper* we venture to discuss only it few aspects oF material 
lifcp viz. royal lumiECim'nts* furnitures and other household 
materials ami weapons of wn r :ss depicted on Gupta corns. 
There Is no denying, that the coins have ibeir natural 
limitations in furnishing the cultural data; nevertheless, 
an. (.ffurt has been made to Substantiate them With tile help 
of literary references and sculptural delineations* wherever 
possi hie. 

I 


Royal Amusements 


Some of the Gupta jnomtrch&i as wu know, wcre specially 
devoted to instrumental music, to the extent that Somudm- 
gupta 1 and Kwmttr nguptu l 1 got themselves depicted on their 
coins as playing on n via a* The has been placid in the 

lap of the king sluing on a high-backed couch* Tot: left hand 
usually keeps the instrument in petition* while the tight one is 
busy with ibe strings. Some coins depict the king as snupiy 
sitting with the instrument* and not playing an lb 0“ ,t2r 
coins depict him ns actually playing on the instrument with 
right hand fingers, 1 The position of Snuudragupta 5 


L IMc\ p\ XV r d~5 ; JiWMWt pi V. 1-7; 

VataloffytL (Abbreviated as it II*')* pi. VL 3-b ; Jt t H* * 
V IN.S-), pUL f>l M- bd I JJTSI* X, fd Mil <5 
4 Cabinet of American Numismatic Sociely , JACfl* 
XV. pt.bpLULlO. 

2, BHC p pL XXXI. 4-5, 

B:iyiisin hoard for the first lime yielded two specimen3 
of ihv Lyrist type of coins of Kuinamgupta I. Recently, 
another specimen of Ibe same has b*:en publish* d by Ajit 
Gtiose {JN81, XXII, p. t7S. pi. IX, l), These coins 
tire a close copy of the sfimc lypi: of coins of Samudni- 
gupla, but in nr [is tic merit the two issues ftne f:«r removed. 

4 IMO* pi XV. 4-5 f ftMCG />, pi, V. 1*7; BUI’, pi. VI. 
3-4,7; Ibid,, pi, XXXI, 4-5, 
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fingers on certain coins 1 shows his high skill in vipgtfk&Md, 
‘In playing the tifnS whether of the early or modern type, 
micro tones (the irutfi of Indian music) cun be produced only 
by coatioiling ihe vibrations of the notes. For such 
control the vibrating String is touched for minutest ins- 
Lmt; or on occasions the string is struck simultaneously 
hy the fore ami middle fingers from opposite directions, the 
latter finger stroke being suitably adjusted, or sometimes the 
huger is rapidly glided along the string ; more often the string 
is detketed. These arc extremely difficult and dedicate 
operations cal ling for highest precision and sensitiveness of 
touch, Sftmudragupta’s fingers being in the first of the above 
mentioned manipulative positions, we have here numismatic 
evidence of his proficiency in music' 1 —a fact which finds cor¬ 
roboration from his Allahabad Pillar Inscription which states 
that he (Samudraguptn) put to shame the heavenly musicians 
Tumbura and Nlradn by his lovely performances of music’ 
llhiiari Pillar Inscription indicates that Skaudagupta also 
could understand musical keys. 1 


I he rtft2< 4 depicted on the coins are of old type resembling 
a lyre, 1 bey are bunt-shaped with a gourd attache,! to one end 
(!' [S' 1), The hollow belly is covered with a board of several 
strings. .1 he number of strings is not usually more than 
four, but in view of the small space on the coins they <lo not 
represent the actual number which must have been at least 
seven, representing seven narat. In one specimen of British 
Museum, all the seven strings are visible.* The upper end of the 
instrument,. which is wholly or partially off the flan tm most 
of the l iwflrS/tffci coins of Snmudrngnptn, has a knob and is 
internally curved J ig. 2). 1 In one specimen the upper end turns 
inside forming a semi-circle {Fig.3, 1 with the usual knob. Curved 
stem of the vi»S remained generally plain during the time of 
ti , m tiding up ta but the mint-masters had started decorating 


1. 

2 . 


' Jt > V - 4: BMUttD, pi. V. 1-7; BBC, pi. V[. 

3-4; farm, P i, vui.4. 

JXH, X, p, 129. 

3, Fleet, C“J7, [IT, No, 1, p. S, 

4. ibid., No, 13, p. 55, 

KjtlrdSsu menlmns this instrument inidei 1 different names 
vm l ftwrtMantn, VllL 33), (Ibid., 

f’, >"i^ ' Vtn, 41 ; See also BfihatmmMta, 

-n inklumilja, Varanasi, 1959, 76/2), aut'intri ({Httitam- 

B3ICQ D,p\, V. 2. 

B/W p| v!'f ; nM(jQlK P L V - 7 > niT0 > Pb VI. 3,6-8. 


5, 


G, 

7. 

8 . 
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it with corrugation and rings.* By the Lime of Kumarngupta I, 
ibis decoration became on essential feature, as both the 
specimens of BaySn£ hoard, belonging to that king, ore 
decorated likewise.* BSna states that they were made ot 
ivory.® The gourd attached to the lower end of the stems 
increased the vibrating sound of the strings, la same viffSt 
the gourds are bulky* while in others they are narrow/ l he 
fiijje of the gourds varied to produce differ eat tunes and 
volumes. Ban a also informs that ehiiit used to have n gourd 
and they were so bulky as to hide sharp knives * 1 be i hia* 

resembling those on the coins are found in Ajanta pointings. 
Sometimes they are triangular in shape 1 Probably this 
was a variety of bn reshaped ttfwJr It m ly be noted here tbnt 
the type of vnti depicted on Gupta coins resembles its 
counterpart in the early sculptures of BhSrhut, I!h5ja, 
Bes nag uni, and Amar&vati etc* Even earlier* in t be prehistoric 
rock-paintings such harps can be seen in the dancing scenes, 
but there, the gourd has brim attached in a very crude 
manner. 1 * This early form of rty3 u passed tbiough various 
aUeratiouS and gradually developed into u long hollow semi- 
cylindrical body with a number of keys on its sides for lying 
the strings. To the lower and upper ends respectively was 
attached a square eouudboard and a hollow gourd. In the 
further development the square sound-board was re pi need by 
around gourd. Regarding the mi tuber of gourds, there is 
an tolerating reference by Herein chandra ulio^ likens the 
youthful lover's arms to the of a r tifd, tying over the 

two gourds, la which are likened the breasts of the lady 


1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 


5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 


10. 

11 . 


MIC, pi. VI. 3-4 ; JtfSl, X, pi. VIII. 4. 

MIC, pi. XXXI, 4-5. 

Agrauala, V. S., JCmliuiJifc'i rj, 133/142. 

nit\ pi XV, 4 j JiMCOD, pi. V. 1-7; MIC, pis. 

3*4, 7; XXXI. 4-5; JU PH8, V, pi. 11, pi- 

1.3; JNM, X. pi. VIII. 4 

XMC, pi. XV. 5 ; MIC, p|. VI. 5. 

HarthoxkaTiUi (Cowell & Thomas], p. 193, 

Ajanta I. p. 29. 

Ibid., II, p. 17. t 

Coom urns warn y, *Thc I\irts of a V in;*', JAOfi, 


VI. 

111 . 


50, 


p. 244. 

The boaLsbaped tUnJJ with seven strings has p been 
depicted in ‘Vlsavudalt* Udayaaa' terracotta ot Suhga 
period, in the right hand of (ting Udayana u famous viiii- 
player (Bhiirata Kala Bhavana, J 6 P IfiS, XVM, 
pt/l 8: II, p, 86. Figs. 3. 4). 

Cordon, P, H., The Pn-hittorie Background of Indian 
Culture, Fig. 14,2. 

See also Munsbt, The Saga of Indian Sculpture, pi. a. 
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bve,‘ The prototype of modern i wS is traceable only from 
the Pala Period*, therefore lIn; earlier tlriat must have been 
like those depica ted on Gupta coirs. A beautiful terracotta of 
Rnpnr from Gupta levels’ show* the figure of a lady in round, 
sitting cross-legged, and playing on the harp-shaped < /w5. The 
sitting posture of the lady and the manner of placing the 
ei«5 on her left thigh is reminiscent of SamudragUpta's figure 
in similar position on his coins.* 


Stringed instruments arc generally nhiycd with the hdi> 
^ iwpiilm ly known today as mihir$b t According 

Ubhs* and a icfercucc in the 
A./jyuifWfnti ot Hhamlfl, vi»a was played upon 
nails. In Kadambafi the vfrjS is being played wil 
of ivory myarM {danta^m, 6 - On some coins Urn 
tore Soger of the riijd player it, unusually bug’, 
that the player is wealing some such accessor 
or nakhl. 


with finger- 
ih the help 
right hand 
, indicating 
y US t)tyrdb 


,Iu . slc was a source of pleasure and means of relaxation 
10 the kings, who while playing on eh/a, are shown as wearing 
m y a siloit dhoti, the upper part of the body being hare. 
I n. han are covered by a diw-Cuh* cap, bordered by pearls. 
Uns is quite ant ii formal home-dress. He re the king is only 

IZ^lr^ cn,olioiis - lT > r ’ n e *0 sink all fret and 

A S i t * fillC[uu u lUie 1,JMtS " r Hi»a sometimes. 
A. b. Alttkar imagines thai the c ins represent the kin* as 

>eate,l on the terrace of hi s jialncc oil a summer evening 
and engaged In spend mg his i hr leisure boors in music’. 1 B 

.«-» 2 r" f*?**"* * 8J? ' C ?. 11 0n cciji;: '■ Anting. The fond* 
rou! f |Sn P R k,ngS 1 for tbld S P 0 * 1 is evident from their m.n re - 

ions coin-types, depicting binding scenes, 1 The learned 

1 S‘l??369, <Sti ^ ItUT "* ha UhaHt ‘ QuoUd in 

•rJos, so, p. m. 

Ancient India, No. 9, p. 126, pi, l. h 

• " n ' n ' 0sl . sfmil “ r T 10 ^"^ a Indy has been shown as play* 
"C oi a harp-shaped r. (l » with seven strings, on a S.A a 

M^kirs' i r’ peti ° d - f""" 1 « P"»»ya 

5. !i«S?xfi.V 363. 1 XIX - ) 

6. Jiddafutmi, op. cil„ p, .380, 

3Jgr« ips. USS&Xfc».!?; 

JBAS - 1S89 ' 'A 


Z 

3, 

4, 


7. 

8 . 
9. 
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authors oE past have described Severn] advantages of hunting 
cr Tntitfnya. According to ftlrnandaka they were ^exercise, 
the disappearance of pldcgui* bile, fat and sweat* the actjni* 
5Uion o( skill in aiming at stuttonaiy and moving bodies, ihu 
ascertainment of the minds of beasts when they arc provoked, 
and occasional travel / 1 Kalidasa dwells upon the merits of 
hunting almost in the same words , 1 


The coins of hunting series reveal thru the game was 
played from horseback! from elephants back and on foot* 
Hunting from the horseback is to b>? found depicted cur ihe 
cobs of Kujnai'ugupta l {fthiooceros-sliijer type) and Pr.tkasa- 
ditya (Horse-rider 4 ion-slayer type), Iksidcs ihinoceroses 
and lions, the kings shot down antelope deers, bisons, 
yaks and so onV On both the coin-types mentioned above, 
the king is Attacking the beast with a sword which was 
obviously the most convenient weapon when this animal was 
close up The hunters were equipped with bow also 
which must have been used when the beast was at some 
distance. On the coins of PmkilsUditya, the bow has been 
bung on the left shoulder in the uparm manner* and not 
slung behind ns observed by Smith, 4 It t^huvamSa gives a 
graphic description of king Daarsrathas hunt tag irom the 
horseback/ Putting on a dtuis suitable for the purpose of 
going to the forest/ lie used lu shoot the animals with bow 
und arrow*. Horse, ou bolb lypes of coins, is fully caparisoned. 


1. 

2, 


3. 

4. 

5. 

fi. 

7. 

S. 


type [SMC, pi. XV. lfi-17 ; nX< ’*! P. pJ. VIII. U-I7 j 
is til \ pts, XVI, S-15, XV iL 1-14, XVIH- 1-10 J. 
Kurnnregupm I s Tigcflayer [ UfC. pi XV 1. 4 ; 
nmVJK pi. XV. 1-4; JMO. n NW ll, 
slaver [IM<\ pi XVI. 5 : liMn.'B, # pi. XlV -,V' 7 ,!‘ 

E L-ptum t- rider-1 ion stay <■ r pt- XXX, 

W17, p 155] and Hbiuuci-. is Jay,, \UU'\ P< * X> V 

types and I'rakaiiility./s H se-rlder-lmii*liiy« lypcUjVt-, 
•' - 1 j9; JlMCVD, pi. XXI). 1-6; 

Apart Jtoni the nforiJsaid 
of different kings also Wni* 


if \ 111 -I* 

If, 5, pp. L9-20 i Sec also 


ypes i 

dI. XVI. 10. No*. 1 5. p 
j BUG, pi XXXII. 10] 
reins. tin: Archer type 
towards htatting, 

V'l/ilfHiffrsstsi) XIV, 25 j cf. 
faAtinfn/s* (Chnnklxuitba) 
falffhvWIHhi, IX. 40. 

*lcinfMQ<iiht<i, IX. 53-66. . 

TMC, pi, XVI. 10; p!. XX1L 1-5 i Blf . pi 

XXX1S. 10, p. 312, 

im\p. ns. 

RttghtiVfiin si, IX. SO-I.jO, 
bid,, SX. 50. 
bid., IX. 50, GL 
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Hunting from elephant's buck bus been depicted on the 
coins of only one Guptn cniperor t namely Kunilrnguptu I 
(EJephftnt-riderdloii-slriyLr type). The king is riding n 
capuiisonch elephant, with u dwarf attendant behind bim p 
bolding a chlmtra over bis bead* He is holding n dagger, in 
the posture of attack 1 . The elephant is also trying to trample 
the beast by his front left fog* Probably, the elephants which 
were used us mounts in hunting expeditions were imparted 
uptrend training. 1 * 

A large number of coins of Lion slayer and Tiger-slayer 
types depict the hunting on foot* The weapon used was 
usually bow and arrow- The uni mills have been shown very 
dose to the hunter, which, however, dots not appear So be u 
realistic representation. The very presence of bow and arrow, 
the weapon of missile class, proves that ilu- animals must have 
been at some distance, may be, within jumping range of the 
hunters. On a unique Lucknow Museum specimen, the hunter 
is attacking the lion with a sword* 1 Here no doubt* the beast 
might have been dose to hint For hunting on foot, 
the dress Used to be very light, consisting of a wtusBdotb, a 
cIcsedULing jan*jhijf& or simply a The torso remained 

bare. KalidIsa has not mentioned this dress (or royal hunter?) 
bat he does refer a particular dress worn at the lime of 
bunting 1 * 

Like Lyrist and Hunting type of coins to show their 
piderentL'p respectively, for music and hunting, the 
Gupta kings issued Horseman type of coins to show their love 
for horse-riding. Chain d rag u pin II was the first Gupta 
monarch Io introduce this moli! on coins. Later it was 
continued by KumlingupU L Both the kings issued 
distinctly two types—one, on which the kibg is riding a 
capaiisoned horse, carrying the weapons, like bow 01 arrow 4 5 i 
the other, on which be is simply riding the horse without 


1. nBt\ p| XXX. ML 

2, CF 'JrtiktfMntlLHi 

3> I.urtnoi^ Mittcittn Catalogue t Gupta and Muulchm! etc. 
(Abbreviated as RMC)* p- 21, No, 6S ; iVtjui. ( fit0n. , 1910i 
p,m ph XIV, 14: BMVan, p|. IX* 13. 

L IX. 50 * 

5, Chandriigu|ita II : JMO> ph XV, 15 ; UMCOB, pt X. (i 7 ; 
Ibid., ph IX 15 : JWt\ pi. Xllh 1 j ; Jbld,, XIV. 2-6; JITum, 
f Ar&n.y 1S69. pi. 11.5; Ibid., 1910* ph XIV* 4 5* 
Kumaragupta I: Jp/CQIK pL XIII* 11-19; 
ph. XX U. 7* XXHI, 1-15, XXIV. 2 15* XXV, 11 15; 
JAS/l 1652, ph X11*8 ; JR AX, \m t ph 11, 14* 
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any weapon. 1 11 is only the hitter type of coins, which should 

be taken to represent tbc Tiding for sI sl= inke of sport, while 
the former obviously depicts (ho king ns going in some military 
expedition. Our assumption gets strength when we find that 
on some coins* of the second category, the king is wearing only 
a short dhoti and the torso is naked. He does not wear nny 
turhan or head-dress, and tilt curly hair have been left loose. 
This IS certainly POL an official diets, but an informal one. 
Suitable for the lime of bis recreations. We have already 
noted that Sanmdnigupia was similarly attired when engaged 
in his favourite pastime of ilpfimj.in(i. 

Elephant riding was another outdoor sport favourite to 
kin**. It has been depicted on some rare coins of Kumura* 
gupta 1 (Elephant-rider type). 1 They show that kings went 
on elephant ride accompanied by an attendant who held a 
parasol over king's head from behind. The king sat on the 
neck of the animal with « goad in right band. Obviously he 
himself drove the animal. The position of the legs and trunk 
of the elephant, ns well as the flowing banner of the parasol 
indicate the running speed of the animal, lire kings dress 
Is not clear, but possibly be is wearing only a short dAt.fi and 
the upper part of the bwly is bare. King's left band has 
been placed on the waist with true, which shows that he 
has perfect confidence on bis skill of controlling the giant 
animal.* 

The coins also indicate the royal love of birds. The 
Peacock type of KumSragupta shows him, either us 
feeding grapes to a peacock". or pointing something to 
the bird. 8 in the latter case, the king is obviously playing 


1*2. 4-5, 


2 . 

3. 


Chanriiaiftipla It ■ ■ - B, pi®- IK. 1(-1 X. 

1 M3 i pits XIH. h-12, XIV. 8, XU 3. 

KumSragupia i i BMCGB, pi. XII t, 

XXII, l fi.815, XXV. Ml), pp. 26J69; I ABB, lbM, 
P L III. 12; JRAB, lbS'.', pk H- 13. 

BMUGI), pi. X. K 13 ; BltU, pi- XUI. 5-12, pp Hyb5 
IMG, pi, XV!. 7; BMCGiy, pi. XV. IIj; BIB . pi. 
XX XL 1-3 h 

Kalidasa hes described [I&iffhuftifiif&i X\ M. 32-33) the 
elephant ride of Kuia who paraded Oil *a» elephant equal 
in strength vvUh AL^vala'. A while umbrella was raised 

over h is liead + , T _„ 

BMViU)> pL X^. 541; Bttl\ pL XXVI. MO j JMU, 
pi. XVL 3; Prince of Wales Mus- P XI, 

BMVGB, pi. XV. 12*14 ; HUG, pU XXVI. U-13 ; lMC t 
Nos. 117-18, pp. 30-31. 


6 . 
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w ith the peacock, while in the former, lie is feeding 
his pet with his own hands, On one variety of the Couch 
type of Cbundraguptu li l also, the king appears to be feeding 
some fruit, with long stalk, to a bird which is only partially 
visible. The king is sitting on n throne with left elbow 
resting on its back. According to the description of 
Altekur, the king is offering by the right hand n 'lotus bud, 
apparently to an object oi worship which is but bulf visible 
and cannot he identified’.* The sitting posture of the king ia 
easy one and it is not respectful at all. Hence his offering 
lotus bud to *an object of worship' docs not appeal. He is 
most probably feeding some bird with case. These coins 
seem to have been inspired by the Lyrist-type of Samudra- 
gupta, it appears that Samuilrngupta issued that type 
because he was interested and wdl-ver&ed in 1 * 118 . Chandra* 
Gupta U was not Su, He was interested in keeping pet birds, 
and so issued certain coins to depict his hobby, like his father. 

II 

Furnitures and Other Household Materials 

Gupta coins provide a rich variety of furnitures of every¬ 
day use, consisting of different types of thrones, bedsteads, 
stools, footstools, umbrellas, fljrivhtsks and so on. Their 
decorations and manipulations speak high of the carpenter’s 
art which kept pace with the spirit of the age which is marked 
by an all-round development in culture and art. 

THRONE (tiMrASittno*, 3 iiinci 4 ) 

The throne was a simple structure, comprising of n 
square or rectangular hoard, supported by four legs, with or 
without n back, The scat was cushioned or thickly padded 
which is clear from the depressions caused by the weight of the 
sitting figure . 1 Contemporary sculptures also show a thick 
cushion placed on the flat reel angular seat.* The backs arc 
also padded in some cases, besides other ornamentations . 1 The 

1 . nill\ pt. XV III. 11 ; Prince of Wales Mus.. IN SI, 

Xt, pt. L 12, In the killer specimen, the biid has not 
been accommodated on the linn at all. 

2. lilfC, p. £06. 

3. Jittff/tur oik till VI, 6. 

■>. Brihnttamhita, op, clt„ 70il-20, pp 4S1 fF. 

5. BMCOD, pis. 1 . 1-2, 11-13, V. f-7 t Bfltl, pis. 1.11,14, 
15,11 12-13. 

ft. Hamath J/iunewm Vtitatot/tf\ pk X. 

7. BMCGJ), pi. V. I. 3-7; JUW, [d. XVIII. 11 ; Prince of 
Wales Mus,•WJ, XI.pi. I. 12. 
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legs of Lhe thrones display nt least a score of different fanciful 
shapes. They are Invariably machtne-tmnicd. I he following 
are different varieties of thrones found on the coins : 

I* There were rectangular thrones wills a high vertical 
back to lean against {Fig, 4)} The four legs are moulded 
and chastely designed. The seat board and back are respe€+ 
lively cushioned and padded. The right band vertical rod of 
the back is made of small balls, while the left one is plain. 
The surmounting piece is bow-shaped* Sometimes the small 
balls decorated the entire frame of the back (l 1 ig- 5). * In a. 
few specimens, the bended decoration is confined only to th^ 
surmounting piece which is bulging in the middle (Figs* 6 -7 j. 
It is notable that the arm-rest is absent, net only in Ibis 

variety, but in all the varieties of thrones depicted on Gupta 

cuius. We get several varieties of thrones in contemporary 
AjumS paintings, but such backs ate not to be found there, 
nor, if we lire not wrong, in con temporary sculptures. 

2, Some seats were rectangular as above, but they 
had a slanting low buck, attached to one of the smaller 
sides, In place of an erect one (Fig. 8)/ The surmoun¬ 
ting bur of the back was straight, with knobbed ends project* 
iug on either side* Bended decoration is missing on the 
left hand rod. This may bo an oversight of the die-cutter* 
In some thrones (Fig* 9}*, the slanting back was attached 
to the longer side* The vertical rod of the back ended in n 
knob at the top, while four small balls above the surmounting 
piece, decorated the combination- Slanting backs also, are 
not known from AjantI paintings. But for their delineation 
on coins, we would have not known an important variety of 
throne of Gupta times. 

3, There were square thrones also (Fig. 10/ P vvilh a 

high back, the top of which was semicircular. 1 be edge of 
the back had beaded decoration. In general appearance these 
thrones are like a similar type of represented ion 111 AjaolS 
(Fig, 64/, but the details of both vary a great deal* One 
specimen of square throne is remarkable for its well decorated 
legs (fig* 11).* _ _ 

1. BMCG&, pi, V* I I BW, pt. VI* 4. 

2. BMCG&, pi. V.4. 

3. Ibid., pL V, 3. 

4. JNSl XV\ pt* [, pL 111* 9* 

5. Ibid, pi. V. 5-7. 

6. BirC, pi. II. 14, 

7. BMC, pi. VI. 7. 

8. Ajanta* II, pL XXVIt. 

9* Coin* of India through the Ag$* (Madras, W53), pi- 1- 8. 
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4. A few specimens (Fig. 12) 1, show a square chair with 
a back which was made of two vertical rods, joined by a 
double Hue of cross-buis in the upper half. There was no 
padding in lhe back, but the sent was cushioned. In sorats 
chairs (Fig, 13 )* the cress-burs were widely separated and 
the vertical rods ended on the top into balls, one upon another. 
In a few specimens*, they ended in a single knob, while 
in others (Fig. 15}', they were segmented on the top. 

5. Some chairs were again square with a simple hack, 
consisting of two verticil rods, joined by a horizontal one near 
the top. It appears that the scat was not cushioned but an 
extra padding was spread on it and the legs were slightly sturdy 
(Fig. 14),* In AjimLS, the low thrones of the same type (Fig, 
62)* have a back of beautifully carved square posts, 
surmounted by a similar piece, Other specimens of tins 
type on coins bud cushioned seats. Some were decora ted 
by a single ball at each corner of the seat (Fig 15}, while 
others hud three balls at each corner (Figs. 16 T and 1? H }. 
Sometimes the balls decorated the entire edge of the 
seat (Fig, 18}.* 

6. Some scats had no back at all (Fig. 2Q), 1 ® They arc 
invariably square and cushioned. Some of them hud short 
sturdy l.-gs [Fig. 21} 11 ntul lbs lower half iL-scrubicd a bell. 
Others [Fig. 22} 1 * hud also the sturdy legs, but with slightly 
different type of moulding- There were four small balls, 
one: at each corner on this type of seats also. Same of them 
(Fig. 23, 1 " had sturdy but ornumetilol legs and there were 
lour square pieces instead of round balls at each corner. 
Certain: seats (Figs. 2-1, 14 i!5, 1 ' 2G'" \ had comparatively long 
legs which were slender and well turned. 


J, JlMOO A pi. 1,1-3. 

2, Ibid,, p|. J. 5. 

3 , Ibid,, pi. l. . 6 . 

4. Ibid, pi, I. 14, Kid 7. 

5. Ibid., pj. l. 6. 

fi. v|/oiir5, t, pi. v. 

7, JUWGIt, pi. IV. 3 J nm\ pt. 1 12. 

8. BIfU, pU. 12. 

( J. BMVG J), pi. 1 12. 

ID. £MCGJ), pUV.4,16. 

II- Blit\ pi, VIL 1 j. 

12. am, pi. [i. 9. 

13. Ibid., pi. ]|. 6, 

14. Ibid, pL HI, 14. 

15. Ibid., pi, VIII. 4. 

16. Ibid, pi. I). 7. 
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The square seats with or without a decorated back 
are frequently seen io AjnutS frescoes. Their legs arts some- 
limes short and bell-shaped (Fig. &3J\ sometimes long slender 
atul chastely designed (Fig. somewhat like those of 

our coins. 

The thrones, according to contemporary literature, were 
made of gold*, ivory 1 and precious stones,* The wood recom¬ 
mended for the manufacture of seats (aij#a) and bedsteads 
(5iuyy£} was vij/tt/marj, ti'm ltn i, haridrS, t arwZdrtf. 

Jiiftj, kjhutri, ajjtfanit, Jiifcrt and iith&apii* Often the 

ivory was used along with the wood/ 1 he hack of the thrones 
had beautiful carvings. The Saniath Buddha (Gupta Period)" 
is seated on a throne, the back of which is beautifully 
Carved with animal motifs and iloral designs and the legs 
arc moulded. Some sculptures' as well as paintings 10 , however, 
show plain backs also, The coins nowhere depict flat backs, 
either plain or decorated. They show only backs of vertical 
or cross bars or those with paddings. As u matter of fact, 
the carved backs could not be represented in the small spate 
of the coin. 

BEDSTEAD (Jdijytij 11 

On certain coins we can recognise the bedsteads. They 
were rectangular with four finely chiselled legs (Fig 27). 11 
Their shape is more or less similar to the modern beds, Some¬ 
times they were provided with u buck which was padded and 
hud ornamented edge (Fig 2S}/ 3 The latter variety has been 
Carved and finished much more* carefully. It is accompanied 
by a spittoon which is a necessary accessory In bedstead 
in she Indian tradition. 11 The bed:; stein to have been vised 
both for sleeping and simply for sitting or reclining, as on sofas. 


1. . i junta, 1, pi. XXI [b), 

2. Ibid, ll.pl. XVJ (a). 

3. /titffhuvaiitki, VI. 6. 

4. Ibid, XVD. 21. 

5. Ibid-, VI- 4 ; ifiidaiwflurr, op. cit, f p, 22. 
f». JijihatttiiirftUiu op, cit., 79/2. p. 48 !. 

7. Ibid., 79/19. p. 483, 

8- SarnQfh jJ/wj. t/rtf,, No. B (b) 181, pi. X ; Ibid., No. B (b) 
185, p. 72. 

9. Ibid., No. 11(b) 182, p. 71. 

10, A junta, II, p], XIX- 

11, Sifzuniaia, op, cit.. III. 39. p. 228: Raghsoaskio, V, 65, 

12, BHO, pi, XV in. 12-13 

13, Bi£V, pi. XVIK. 11 ; JjTiSl, XI. pi. T. 12. 

14, Cf, Milra, R.L., -dnffyuificj of Orissa (Indian Studies i 
Past & Present, II, No. 2, p. 325), 
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On the present specimens, the ting is either sitting, or 
reclining on it. 

MO? I [A {rrfriJiijini 1 ) 

The mot ha* have extensively been depicted in different 
varieties mid forms. From shape mid appearance, they appear 
to have been manufactured of cane and bamboo. They t 

may be identified with reiratana of Kalidasa. 1 They were 
considered to be one of the best kind of raised seats, as 
different goddesses have been represented sitting on them. 

In general appearance, they arc just tike their modern 
counterparts. 

The warfare invariably round: some are bell-shaped, 
with circular base bigger than the upper seat (Figs, 29 s , 3G\ 

31 s , 32*, 41*, 51*}, The circular seat of sortie morhSt was too 
small in comparison with base, thus making a sharp taper in 
the body (Fig. 40®). Some seats of this type were long and 
narrow (Figs. 36 18 , 37 1 ’, 3S'\ 39**J, while others were heavy, 
with comparatively largo base (Figs. 50," 51 11 ). Sometimes 
the sides took n slight curve near the base (Fig. 46),” 

The next variety of moikls had a narrow belly, with 
seat and base almost equal (Figs. 35, iT 44," 45," 47," 45* l J, 
resembling a dmiarn. Sometimes the circular frame of 
the sent and base was made projecting from the body (Figs, 


). K^tnlirtuambltWn, VI, 5.'. 

2. Cf. Ilpadhyaya, B. 5., /mlfu f t KUiiUta, p. 215. 

3. MMtQQD, P i. V, 3. 

4. ibtd.,p|. V, ]. 

5. Ibid,, pi. V. 4, 

6. Ibid., pi, X. 4. 

7. Ibid,, pL Xin, 15, 

8. BIK\ p|, XU. 9. 

9. Ibid, pi, XXlll. 15 

10. am, pis, xin. ?. xiv. 7 . 

11. BMGQ1K pl.v.a. 

12. Ibid,, pL xni. 5. 

13. IbSd.p1.Xl. 

14. litre, pI. X.9. 

15. Ibid., pi. XII. 9. 

16. BMCQD, p|. ix 16. 

17. ime, pi. xiv. 11 . 

IS. Ibid, pi. VI. 6, 

19. Ibid., pi. XIII. 9. 

20. BMCGD, pi. X. 6, 

21. Ibid., pi, XIII, 6. 


r 
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47, 1 2 48, 4 5 6 7 8 9 53 3 |, III * few specimens, ibis projection is to bti 
found only in the base (Fig. 49).* 

Another variety had straight vertical side (Figs. 31, 1 
34/ 52’). Some of them were large and heavy and might 
have been square in plan (Fig- 52), 

A peculiar variety of this cane furniture (Fig, 54/ 
resembled the modern cane chairs, It hail a foot-board 
and also an extremely low back to lean against. 

The norha* of all tlie varieties have been so made as to 
present different designs and patterns of leaves (Figs, 29-31, 
43). circles (Figs. 29-30,46-47), triangles (Figs. 39, 53), straight 
and wavy lines (Figs. 40, 42, 48), loops (Fig. 52), and inter- 
setting loops (Fig. 50). Tbe upper edge in most of the case* 
has been decorated with small balls ot different sizes (Figs. 
32, 33, 35, 38, 47, 50-54>.■ In certain specimens^ the ball- 
decoration is to be found on the basal edge (I'igs. 45, 46), 

The f»o.r/(3* are not encountered within tbe paintings 
ol either A junta or l&gh. In sculptures also their represents- 
tion is limited. It is from tbe coins alone, that we get such 
o large and rich variety of this light and handy furniture 
of cane. 

Sohoni has compared these morMt with certain wicktr 
stools of AmarfivatT rculptui cs, and snya that they were used in 
ladies' dressing rooms. 10 lint it is difficult to agree with 
him. Firstly because, the object in the right hnnd^of the 
female figure, sitting on the ijw/i 5 on certain coins, is 
definitely not n litArintta d\irpvy\ i winch was the basis ol Ins 
conclusion), as speculated by him. 11 It is clearly a flower or 
ffower-bud, made evident liy the curved stalk. Secondly, tin: 


1. BMCG&, pi. X. G, 

2. Ibid, pl. XI IT. 6. 

3. Ibid , pi. XIII. 1. 

*. Ibid., pi. XIII. 9. 

5. BHO, pl. XV, 2. 

6 . Ibid , pl XV. 3. 

7. Ibid,, pl. XIV. 12, 

8. BMVGT), pl. XIII. 19. 

9. See also lif/G, pl. XXII. 3-5,12-15. 

10. .rjYXf, XIX, pt, 11. p. 158. 

The wicker stool of AtunrftvutT and Guplli coins nre not 
quite similar. The former has a medium-sized back and a 
circular armrest (Ibid., Fig. IV), while the latter has no 
.such addition. 

11. JNtfl, XIX, pt. 11, f. 159. 
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fact tlint tlii-s slnal was used by the deities also, shows thftt 
it was not merely » <1 resting room furniture, 

mode op sitting 

The most common mode of skiing on the thrones was to 
hang bulb llie kgs downwards, resting on a decorated 
circular mat, 1 In leisure hours generally the cross- 
legged position was preferred, in which case the left 
kg hanged downwards, while the right one was turned at the 
knee to go beneat h the opposite thigh* 1 Sometimes sitting in 
u similar manner, the weight of the body Was thrown over 
the left hand which rested on the throne* At limrs, when at 
ease, the body w’ns made to recline at the back, with left elbow 
resting on it; both I he kgs were tamed, but while the left knee 
lay on the bed, the tight one was raised upwards.* Here otic 
is reminded of the king's po.-lure described by Kiltd^sn, us 
'resting bis left arm on one half of his seat, inconsequence 
of w hich, his shoulder raised up a iiitie.** On one rare coin 
(King-ond-quecu on couch type), the king and queen both ore 
sitting on the same tin one, facing each other,* Such composi¬ 
tions have frequently been represented by A junta painters* 
The usual mode of silling on cane nto/hUt was either to 
allow both the kgs to hang downwards*, or to make a cross 
by the lower pm t of the legs. 1 

The fool mat as represented on the coins is invariably 
circular, It was beautifully embroidered with different 
designs. 16 In Ajnnlfi, they are Set w.lh shining pearls in n 
circle, w The other object ou which the feci rested w«s 
n box-shaped footstool. 11 Its depiction on the coins is scanty 

1 . ~BMi W IK pis. 11 17, Ik 1-5,1 v. T-?7VI 1-5: IlffV. pis. L 
IMS. II. 1-15, 111. 1*15, VII. 13, V1IL 145, IX. 1-5. 

2. BMCGIi, p|, VI. 1-7; IWt\ ptf. VI.3-S, XVffl. U ; 
JN81. IX pi. L; Sue A junta, |[, pi. XXXIII. (b), 
for some what similar posture, 

3. }iHl\ id. XXXI, 4-5; B.W. <!J> t pi. VI. S-0, and IU/C , pi. 
xvnr, 32-1 li (Here right teg- is not beneath the 
left thigh). 

A. BHO, pk XVHI. Ik 

5. lliKjLntamta, VI. IG* 

6. Bharat a Kftta Bhuv.ana Coll., JffJSl, XVill, pt. I, p, 52. 

7. Herring ham, pk XV. 

k JlJfCGJ). pis. X, !, SHI, ll-l f J; BJfC, pk. VI. 3-5, XXff. 
17, XHf. 5,8.14*15, 

A BMCflfl, pi. XIII. 440; \ pis. VI. 0, Xin.6-15 

XIV. 1*4. MG, XXIL 8-14, XXllk 10, XXV. 140. 

10, Sue foot note 1. 

11, AjmUlt I, pi XVII. 

12, BMVOl), pi. V. 1-7 ; BJlU, pi. VL 3-4, 
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and that too, with no peculiarity. A junta paintings present 

far greater number And belter v arte lies. * 1 

UMBRELLA ata[’atra? 

Chhatfd was ns much u means of protection Iiom sun 
and rain, as an insignia of royally. It used to be held by 
mule and female attendants ovei the bend of tbeir master or 
mistrcss T as the case may be.* The coins show the following 
varieties of ehhatra i 

1. HUutira with fiat top and raised edge. Supporting 
stem in the centre is plain (Fig. 55).* 

2. Convex Malta nf the fotra of n mushroom with 
plain (Fig. 56j‘ or segmented (Fig. 57» T stem (tfa«rfa)» turned 
on a lathe. The pie teed projecting portion is decorated. 
Sometimes a banner was fastened to the stems. 


At A junta we get two types of umbrellas; one con vex- 
fopped which was used by kings a ml rich persons (Fig. 65), 
the other one hud a lint top which widened towards tlic outer 
tim (Fig 68)* and was used by ordinary persons. The steins 
of convex chftiintt of A junta are also often fastened With banner 
(Fig. 66/°. Sometimes the jewellery and pern Is ure hanging 
fiom the circular edge of the chlatra (Fig G7) 1l > Other details 
of the umbrellas cun be gathered from the sculptural 
representations of chhitfiit, which were obviously copied from 
the actual pm u sols, An early specimen of stone parasol of 
Kushana period shows that the inside of chhatra had 
decoration of concentric circular bands, and the inorticed 
projection in the centre assumed the shape of a lotus flower. 


1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 


5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9, 

10 . 
11 . 

12 . 


It. Pi*. XII, XVI. XIX. 

Op-Clt 

ai-untato, op.cit., V. 5, (% 3J5, 

IK\ pis. XV. 4-15, XVt. 1-7 ; 1LV> t.J> pl VIM. 
•10: Nagpur Mas., SX'SI, XVII. PL U. P.JW ; 
iusambhi Hoatd, Ibid,, XV, pt. I, pi. HI. $ } litl , 
1, XXX. 5-8. 

MCGJ\ pi, VJIT. 8. 
iK7. pl.XV. 14. 

M. t pi. XXX, 51 JXSI, XXII. pi. IX- 3. 

1, pi- X (b). 

Jontt, I. pl XXI lb). 

)id», pl. XVI. , 

itd. ; See Kbhvuinrl, op. dt„ p. 124, for the refefence of 

ueb umbrella. 

Cat, Kor 11 [fij Ii p- 34* pl* \ 1^* 




282 


N.S.I, GOLDEN JUBILEE VOLUME [.INS I , XXIII 

A stone chhattit of only Gupta period 1 lias fine boles on its 
outer rim, probably for bunging jewellery or flowers. 

BniaiaMUa recommends that ibe parasols should be 
covered with such mat trial us the leathers of beautiful birds 
and cloth) and the bundle should be made of wood, plated 
with gold.* Our coins do not show the covering of Feathers. 
Thu ehhitra was used both by men and women, as seen 
respectively on €!Ji\itra type of Chatidroguptu 11, and 
RhinoceroS’Sluycr type of Kumiruguptn I. On the former 
the king is seen standing under a parasol, held by a dwarf, 1 
On ibe latter, goddess Gangs is being attended with a cMatri 
She is described in had'jmKirt also as having a white 
umbrella spreitd over hix head. 1 


fly-whisk {ehAmrJ} 

Ghilman is another object associated with royal glamour, 
besides being an object of utility. It has been shown itj the 
hand ot queen on Aieamtdlia tyfie of coins. It consisted of a 
blindle f either plain or segmented, mounted by u mass of 
iimmg Irnir (Fig, 58) 1 . There is not much variety in handle, 
out the bum are sometimes long and flowing’ sometimes short 
ftml bushy. One specimen shows short and Stiff hair (Fig, 59),* 
Con temporary paintings also depict the fly. whisks with Jong 
and flowing (I-ig, or short and stiff, hair (Fig. 70),” 

One specimen of Ajimlg has a beautifully moulded faada, 
ana Uie hair have several Jocks (Fig. 71) l K 

k ? n fre ?wcntly delineated in the sculptures 
III the earliest times, but thurc is hardly any notable 
devdopmem or change in its .tyl, and make. The «&£ 

^aHn^ haTf anjyabslj r tt U ^ ^ 

* Ul it 111 tlui baiu * of on Gupta coins, and the paintings 


1‘ ' VlM - c «f>. No. D [c) I. p. 221. 

f f op. clt, Zl/l-i p , } 5 S. 

tQ ,|lllllc that Cbandragupta JI 

, "” n,blJ ' ha " 

* op clt -* 8 - p- is, 

fh JUTir pi. rv. 15 . 

8 WKok P ! J J? P*- 1V * <5. 1 M3. 15. 

9. ii//f ’/ P | ’xxx,' 10 13 * £m ‘ Pls ‘ 1 V ‘ l ' 2> 7A0 ' H * V * 4 - 
JO. A junta, J, pj, X (Vi]l 
J l- Ibid., I. pi, XII. 

J-. AjtirUa, J, pi, V. 

* Kay, N.H., Maury* an</ $tt*pa Art ; Fig. 30, 
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of A junta, and the same shape continued in the sculptures of 
medieval period* 1 

According to BrihattumbUS, the handle of cia Mura 
should he made of fine wood, mounted with gold, silver mid 
jewels* and its length should be one and a half cubsU * 


SPITTOON 

Spittoon is an important item u£ furniture, associated 
with bedsteads.* (t is found depicted near the bed on kmg- 
tmd-queen-on-couch* and Couch typea - ' of Clumdrngupia 
(Fie. 28*. The Spittoon of coins has an out-turned bead rim, 
and a pedestal base (Fig. 60)«. A somewhat similar type 
of rpittoon, in the same context, is to be found in Aj™lS 
(Fig. 74). T Other representations of Ajanta arc slight iy 
different in shape. They have no pedestals for the base (r ijj. 
75).* The presence of spittoons shows the use of betel leaves 
for which India is so famous. 9 


Ill 


Weapons of War 

The Allahabad Pillar Inscription mentions such weapons 
of war as battle-axe, arrow, spear, pike, barbed dart, swor , 
In,tee and javelin etc. 10 The Science of Archery has been 
referred to in tim Muudasor Stone Inscription of kumara- 
gupta and Bandhnvnrman. 11 Our coins depict some ol t e 
above mentioned weapons, as well as a few others. 


L Hurabi. KM , 77,e Stigtt of Saxton, ph l ' ' b ’ 

rfitrivn Mahnttii&i T< mj,l. Khajuraho, Entrance to Leila ♦ 
Lakth wim T< m/Xt, Kbajuruho* right out facade- 

2. liiikutatimhitd, op. 72-.', p. ‘15/. 

3. Cf. AfMsuUf«» 0/ LW«a. op. cit., p. 325. ^ f ^ 

4. Bhiir.it a KatB Bbavana Call., J ^ J ; X \ 1U * £*♦ P 'jjr't / 

5. liUV, pi. XVI II. U ! Prince of Wales Mus. GolL, JIT’- h 

xi. pi. r. 12 . 

6. ItTSV, p! XVfIL 11- 

7. AjanGi, 1. pi XII. 

8. A Palace Scene in AjantS, Cave X\ II. . . , 

9* VnrThnmihira dwells upon the merit?) of Utd>“* 
frar»6uftij, by describing that ,t arouses kfima, increases 
beau tv nnd strength, brings about fortune, cures sc '' era 
ailments and gives fragrance to the mouth and so on 
op, cit., 77|3>. p-475] 

10* Fleet, op, cit- No. 1, pp. 6-7, 12. 

11. Ibid., No* 18, p-83- 
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POW ASD AH HOW 


( , ^ depiction oi bow Bud arrow on the coins out si Limbers 

ml of any other weapon. 1 The bows are of two types. 
>ne consisted of two semi-circular pieces joined by a spare 

, <ir [ he other hud n single semi-circle. 

In the former the joining piece uf two semi-circular pieces 
w*s sometimes slrafcbt (Fig. 7fi)< and sometimes slightly 
cmicd big. 77) Sometimes there was n ring (?) in the 
centre which facilitated the grip (big, ?b).* Some hud curved 
grip, but with two guards to avoid slip (Fig, 71)* Some bows 
had mi toward bulge m the piddle, so that their shape includes 
segments of three circles (Fig. BOA In some cases, the two 
extremes between which the string or frjhndha 1 was fastened 


i. 


Ik'w and arrow has been depicted on these coin-types f 
Ardwr type of Humudritgupia (JJtVCQD, pi. IV. 1-7). 

pis * VJ - Mfi ’ v «- MS I BlfO, pf s . VIL 

v y vi ^ iy * f' 15, x m5 > ui5 - x)i - ] *s; w- 

ill ? i 1 ? ■ J, J,'J; I^wi'Slayer types (/?J/<,'(.7>,pls. VIII. 

10' *| ! 1 : 11 ‘ P Is ; X Y 1, 8 '1 5 ' X vIL M5, XVIII. 
\}?L* ^nijragiipta 11. Archer {BMlVB, p j. XR. 142; 

SSn \Pif X X - V » b ; , XX * , ’ 15 - XXI. 1-Sj. Tigor slayer 
iDJf.OJ&t ;d. W. 1-4; BUC, ph XXVII 1-15) and 

ns’tm'mw 1 '' pi; IV. 147 1 two, P k xxviil 

ci;.. , XX X ; of h-umilragupla I, Archer type uf 

?w^ ip vK l ,Y t I'!' pI * XIX ' hS ‘ m5 > XX - 1 * 2 : 

/w v ’( l \X\1L t -3) t Glmiutkficbs^iiptik {SMUGJ) 

P L XXX1) *J* Narasioghagupta 
iBJimtJf, pi. XXI). 74 liUO, pI. XXXI l si 
Kumurir iip^u „ (itJ/ W/y p | # . X XI1. 1345, XXIIL 

Vvvu % f'j* I3iidliagupt,i BIB', p|. 

////r I 1 \'ir:rx;' ^ ^ pi- xxxm, m 
.'exxiu. 9 i vxxii“ E u ,p “ pl - 

xxxu. wt tS S&ttjQB 

S^l?5S^aSif ** *■“- 

0 ! B " t ’ p,! ' VL *■ 

V, pl. JX. n ii V ' lp V] L 7+31 Bamwd 

xuLSxiifs IJirw/i, 1 v,ZViin t B a ? am pl * 

5 - sv -** xx,. * 

6. Bill', pis. VIII, G.g, X. 6-S. 

7- AdtiofttAi, up, cit,, p, ]()1, 


Z 


3. 


4. 
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were straight (Pig. 81J 1 , while in others, they took a slight 
curve on the outer side (Pig. S2j.* On certain specimens, the 
outer ends were segmented (Fig. 83),* partly to fasten the 
jgxban jlta tightly, nnd partly to make it look more beautiful. 
The single semi-circular bows (Fig. 84) 4 are quite rare on the 
coins, showing that their use "'us limited. For hard grip they 
bad sometimes rings in the middle, 4 

When the archer stood on the ground, he usually held 
the how with his lull hand by the lop end, with the other 
end resting on the ground, and the how siring being inwards, 
1 m some cases, the String is outwards, but the mode of holding 
the bow is the same* On some very limited specimens, 
the king is holding the bow by top with the right b ind, 
other things being as usual.* Sometimes he held the bow 
by the middle, and Lhe string outwards,* In some cases, the 
bow b i$ been held by the middle with left hand, but the 
string is inward. 

While wielding, the bow Was hold in left hand, atul 
the arrow was shot with the right, 9 Oil some specimens, 
where the archer is facing left, he is holding the bow in 
the right hand, and shooting by the lef t. 1 " This is not 
the natural way of wielding this weapon and seems to he 
an oversight of the die-cutters. This is also not correct to 
think that Gupta monaichs were umlndextrous archers, 11 
because on the other specimens, the snme king is wielding 
the weapon in a natural way. There may be a possibility 
that Gupta kings were so skilled in archery that they could 
shoot the arrow with any hand, with the same amount of 


1. 


2 . 

4. 


5. 

6 , 

7. 

8. 

9, 

10 . 

11. 


nMi'(U ), pis, IX, li, xil. 7 8; pis. VII. 14. IX. 14, 
XVlll. 45,XIX. .940. XX 5-7. 

JiMOGDt pis. IX. 7. 9, XV, 3 i JJflC. pis. XVII. 2, 6, 
XIX, 7 ; liamnnl Hoard. J NSI* V. pi. IX B. 12, 
BMVtJD, pi, rx. 

JiMCOB, pis. VI. 5, Xil. 10*12 : BI/O, P V, IX, 5. 


BMVGJ), pi. XII. 12. 

nm, pi. ix. 2 , 

BM6GJ}, pi. VH. 19; BUG, pi, XII. 11-12 ; JA3B, 1834, 
pi. TIT. 3 ; JJlAS, 1839, pi. IK 1, . _ 

RMCG&, pi, V[. 3 6, Mtl\ pis. IX-3*4, XIII. 3*5* XIX. 
6,15 ; JASB, 1884, pi II. 14; JR AS, 18S9. pi. 1.14. 

Cf. Agnimirsm (l£d. M. N. Dutta), Vol. II, p. 896. 

IM' \ pi XVI. 4 ! I tMCGB, pis. II- H-15, V Itl- 13, 
TX. 3-6, XIV. 15*17, XV. 1*4; Biff, pis* XVI. 3-13, 
XVII. 11-14, XXV1LM1 
BIIO, Intro, LXXXVI, 
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efficiency, Kfili'ISsn too lifts mentioned that a skilled 
archer could shoot the arrow with bis loft band also, 1 

The manner of drawing the bow can be seen on the 
hunting scries of coins. The bow was invariably held 
vertical, and the string was drawn uplo the ear (Sfctfxa). 1 
There is no evidence to show that the how was held 
liorLtont.il to the ground. Similarly there is no sped men to 
reveal that the lower end rested on the ground when 
the weapon was being used. 

The arrows on the Coins appear to have feathers ut their 
lower extremities (Fig. 85j." The arrow-tips arc ol the 
shape of small spear-heads, usually barbed with two Cutting 
edges (Fig. So}.* According to the references in Kalidasa the 
arrows had iron-point*, urul feathered ends*, in order that 
they might dart swiftly. The feathers of herons and peacocks 
were used for ibis purpose. The arrow-heads were extremely 
sharp and hard. 1 

Among ull the weapons, bow and arrow held supreme 
position iri ancient times. A<jnipurd>m describes that the 
battle fought with how and arrow should he considered us 
the most honourable sort of fight. After that came in order of 
merit, those fought with nooses and swords etc," 


QUIVER 


The arrows were kept in the quivers", but they are not 
visible oil the coins. The reason probably is timt they were 
slung ot the back 10 , hence they did noL attract the attention 
of die-cutters, who depicted the archer generally facing front. 
Only on some rare specimens of Arclu r type of Chandrflgupta 
II- the king is drawing with right hand mi arrow from a quiver 


1, 

Z 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 


Upadtiyny, R. S„ Ivlin in K/,tida»,, p. lf,5. 

MW, pt, XVI. 4, 6; IJAff'OD, pis. Vlll. 14-15, IX, 2. 3 
XIV. 1-y, n-17, XV. 14 J Jim pL XVI. 12-13 xxvrr 
1-5. I—-IS ; JAM. t>M. pt. IV-S - JRA&* 

5', Cf. llaghnnamte, VII, 57. 

JlMCtU> pis VIL 10, XXIL 9, 12, XXIII. 8 • JIIIC, 
pt. XII. 2 ; JNSI, XI. pi. 1. 11, 

Y J ?vn^ pl ' fX ' 11 : nW ' p!s ' V| * 2 ‘ VfL K XML 2, 
■XXXII- J- 


Hitffhutut/nSa, V. 55, 

Ibid. 


7. 


S, 

9. 

10 . 


niftetotpatn mjratMh far*M*\ Sahmtala, op. dt., J. ] |, 

P. M I ■ 

A.jnipnrfuja, op . dt, CCXLIX, 6-7, p, SUL 
Cf. Ragftuvaihia. ]]. 30. 

Cf. AniiguiUet of (Jriim, op. dt„ p. 353. 
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which takes the position of altar of earlier Standard type 
of coins. The quiver is standing on the ground, and about 
half a donen arrows lire peeping out of it (Hg. 72j l . It is 
elongated with u taper towards LUe bottom which ends 
to a round knob. Above this knob, and below llie rim, 
there is a ring which encircles the quiver. An almost similar 
type of quiver (Fig. 7i,i J has been depicted in AjatllS. 


SPEAR AND JAVELIN 

These weapons were variously known as Mafia, 1 
and i-iiii* etc, Numismatists have largely differed regarding 
the identity of spear-dike object depicted on Gupta coins. 
Smith, on the coins of Sa mud rag up la, took it to be a 
javelin, 1 3 4 5 6 7 but later he recognised it as a spear.' According 
to Allan, it was a standard, and therefore, he earned the 
coin-type as ‘Standard type'. 8 9 Recently some scholars have 
preferred to identify it with r^oila^da.* In spite of such 
diverse opinions, this much is certain that on some coins of 
Standard type, the object of our discussion does appear like 
a spear or javelin. 10 Besides this, the spear or has been 
shown in the left hand of lC&rttikeya on the reverse of Peacock 


1. AW*, air**., 1910, Pi. XIV. 2 : I.Mf, No. 4S, p. 13 IBM 
CUD, pi, VI. ID); BM' dD, pi, VI. lt-12; JNMf, 

XIX, pt. II, pi. II. 5. w „ 

The coin was tirst published by R. Burn, who 
described the object oil right as nil altar (iVuwi. t Aron., 
]')10 p. 3991. Later Allan Identified it with quiver, full of 
arrows {BJfVHD, Intro- LXXIX). A In-bar also agreed 
with Allan {nr Coinage p 97). The 

position of the quiver on lilt right is rather unusual. 
Probably the arlist did not like to d i away with the 
tradition of earlier type of coins with ulmr on light. 
Hence, in place of altar, he depicted quiver, exactly 
u| ihe same place where the altar used tri he* tfuiver is a 
he lit l in g com bin,i lion with Ibu bow which the king holds 
in bis left baud. 


2. AjfttitH, Cava No, XVIL 

3. IX. kG. 

4. Ibid., XV. 5. 


5. Ibid., Xlt. 77. 

6. JR AS, 1689, P . 63. 

7. iMO, p. 102. 

8. BIR fG D, Intro., p, LX1X. 

9. JiVSl, IX. p. HG. n. 1; Ibid., XL pp. 25-20. 

10. BMCfW, pi. L 3 4. 8 ; BBC. pi, II. 1, 7 ; JAMB, 1SS4, 
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type of KumEriiguptn l. 1 The above men if one d coins reveal 
that the following types of spears and javelins were in vogue: 

1* Spears with shafls slightly tupvrii'g towards the 
top, him] the spear-head resembling a long leaf with a 
medial rib [Fig. S7J,* 


2. Spenr.s with shafts ns above, except, that n ring near 
the lower end is also visible. J he head has a pointed end 
with two corners on either side (Fig. SS). B 

3. Spears with leaf-shaped blade, medial rib, blunt 
point nnd n ring at the junction of the blade and the 
shaft (Fig. 89}.* 


d. Spears Viitb a broad kaf-shnped blade narrowed in 
the middle, medial rib and ring (Fig. 90}.* Such spenrs nre 
found m the band of KSittikeya in the Gupta sculptures also.* 


SPears with two bindea, one after another, the top 
one resembling the leaf of a pipjml tree, with or without a 
img at the junction of blade and shaft t Fig. DI). 1 

6, Spears with point resi mbting no arrow-head (Figs. 92, 
Jii , nnd the other extreme ending in a knob. These spears 
u] tpcnr to lie heavy ones. Tlx weapon was probably thrown 
as a javelin which is evident from the knob on the other end 
winch was obviously intended r-. balance the weapon. This 
lias b een h eld in the hand with tin: point resting on tbe earth. 


1, 


2 . 

X 


LMCGD ? \. XV. 5-11; IWC, P |. XXVJ. M3 j 
JTLS/V, lbSl, p|. IV. 1-2; Ibid., [ Barbara Hoard ) p 1852, 
p[ XII. 7; MAX. 1869, pi. 111. 1-2 ; Ibid. 1893. pi. 111. 
h-9; J,M( , Kos. 117-18, pp, 30-31 ; JNSI, XL 
pl. 1. I 3. 

BMOQB, P l. T, X 

Jljf* (7J>, pl. |. S ; J AS/J, 188-1, pl, II, 3 ; JftAS, 1889, 

Pl, h }. 


x IHIV, pl. XXVI. 3. 

3. IS fir \ pl. XXVI. 7. 12; BMVGJ), pi. XV. R 
0, Cf. The ttayn of JmHtm iSWyftirif, pl. 42 ; Bbiratn Knlil 
Bhavnna, En. No, 157. 

7 - Pl XXVI. 1; JNH1, XI, pi. I, 13 ; BMCVD, 

p*. XV, S t -<S ■ 

s + nm\ P hULu t n. 

- Ur, AHek^r describes lhis nbjoci ns a standard hav* 
a Itjick But lop hke a sceptre* No. 150, n m 37). 

bin Mid point tesombHng a„ arrowhead is quite 
disLmct on the lower esirtmity, The length of the 
shaft briars it into the category of spear or iavefhi 
instead of an arrow. 
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The point of n javelin is always kept downwards while 
burling the weapon. Some spears have pennons tied in the 
middle of the shaft. 

BATTLE-AXE (parofti ) 1 

The battle-axe or parasu has been depicted in the left 
hand of Samudragupla, on the coins of Battle-axe type* ft 
consisted of tv long shaft, almost equal 10 the standing figure 
and a battle-axe attached to it in the middle. It had two rings 
or knobs, one at each eMrcmc of the shaft. 5 The semi circular 
blade of the axe differed in shape, as shown in tlm figures 94*, 
95*. 96* and 97\ 

Battle-axe was a deadly weapon in ancient India. It was 
folly used in battlefields and created havoc in the enemies. 
The circular legend on the obverse ol Battlc-nxe type of 
Samudraguptu describes that ‘wielding the battle-axe of 
kfilanta, the tmcooquered conqueror of (till then) unconquered 
kings is victorious’ 1 

sword 

Swords have been depicted on some varieties of Horseman 
type*, the coins of Chhatra iy[> ,a , Chvkruifcrjtna type 11 of 


I. 


2, 


3. 

4. 

5. 
6 


7. 

a 

9. 

10 , 

ii. 


AIM. Pillar Ins. (Fleet, op, cit., No. 1, pp. 6*7) I Raghi&atlAa, 
XI. 78. 

BMCOD p|. IV. 8-16 ; Bit* pL V, 6-14 ; JVW ' Viron., 
1910, pi. XIV. 1 ; JJfJSl fFodder Collection), XIV, 
pt. VI. 11. 

JiMCOB, pi. IV. 12,14 
BMCQD, pt. fV. 14 ; ZlITC, p|. V. 13. 

BIZC, p|. Vi 6. 

Ibid., pi. V, H; BJrcaiK pi. i v, 13. 


MB', pi. V. U. 

•K!it;niap(it4ifvrjmtiyfljiktrBjafrtijitah\ Th< C'rfnaffc of 
(ivftta Empift', p. 58. 

BMUQD, pis IX. 1547, X 6*7; BIIC, pis. XIII, 13 15,XIV. 
1-2; Nittn. Chr tei,, 1910, pi, XIV 4 ; Ibid., IK.'J, pi, II. 5, 
IM<\ pi, XV 1.1 j JiMCOB, pi. VIII. 1-9 ; ^<Vpl.XV, 
445, XVI. 1*7 ; JASIt. 1884. pi. ill. 8 ; ,7/i.fA, 1SSJ, 
pi. ]|. 7-S : XI, [p- 33, pi. III. 8; Ibid., 

XIV, pi. VI. 15- 


MIC. pi. XVIII. 14. 
37 
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Cbnndiaguptn II, Swordsman 1 , Horseman 1 , and Rhinoceros- 
slayer® types of Chandragupta I. 

The following type of swords arc found on the aforesaid 
coins; 

1. Long straight swords with painted ends* The bundle 
consisted of a simple pommel, grip, and quillon, There is no 
guard (fig. They were essentially thrust-swords. 

2. Straight swords with crescent-slmpcd quilion which 
Served os n gimrd for the grip (Fig. 99>*. 

3. Short double-edged swords with pommel and quilion 
ns usual. Fuller runs throughout the length. It must have 
given sufficient strength to the weapon. The point is blunt 
(Fig. I00 f j. They appear to have been cut-swords. 

4. Swords with a slight curve near the pointed end j 
other things were ns usual (Fig. 10I}. T 

The swords used to hang down, through a lent her licit 
on the left side of the swordsmen,’ On a few coins, they 
have been shown as banging on the right side also.® The 
swords were kept in scabbards which were sometimes 
decorated (Fig. 101), 1 ® The scabbards on most of the coins 
are either indistinct or absent. 


DAGGER 


Thu depiction of daggers on Gupta coins is very rare. 
Only on the Etephant-rider-lion-slnycr type of KiiiuSniguptit, 
the king has been shown as holding a dagger in the posture 
of attack. 1 ' in his right hand. Thu daggers were used 


1. 


2 . 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 


9. 

ID. 

11 . 


IMU, jit. XVI. 2; BM-'OD, pi. Xll. 1518; JHIV, 
pi- XXL 6-13. 

BM< Vr'/l, p| XIII 16* 19 ; HU*\ pis, XX t V. 2-15, XX V, 
1M5 ; JR AS, 1889, pt. It. 14 ; Nwn. Vhroa , 1910, pi, 
XIV, 16. 

HBV, p|. XXX, P*8; JN.SI (Ltick, Mus. Loll.I, XI, 
p. 7, pi, ill. 7. 

liltVGlh pi. VIII. 1, 4 5; mr>\ pis. XV. 4, 6, 8, 
XXX. 5S 


Jilir, P ] XXV. IMS. 

ttM'tlh, p|. VIII. S. 

BW n>, t l. Xtll. M 19; tiff . f-1. XXIV. 2, 4, 7, 12-13. 
JtMCtm pi. IX. 13-171 /ifft\ pis, XIII. 13.15, XV, 
1-15: AW ( Aron., 1891, pi. II. $ ; HfSl, X!, 
pi. III. 8. 

It lit \ Pi, XXV. 11-15. 

JtML dJ), pi. XML ltv'9 ; HIIl\ p|. XXIV. 2-15. 

It IK \ p. 294, pi. XXX. I-4, 
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in the time of emergency- In the present scene, probably the 
lion bits suddenly attacked the king, who is riding on an 
elephant, and for his defence be is using the dagger, ills 
not possible to tell anything about the shape of the dagger, 
because their depiction is not clear on the coins. 

GOAD 

The goad or anfruin has been depicted on the coins of 
Elephant-rider type of KuraAragnptn !■ The king himself 
is driving the elephant with goad in his right hand. Hre 
goad is just like its modem counterputt Fig. 102/. The 
book of the goad was probably inude of iron winch was 
socketed in a small dattda of wood, 1 


MACE 

The mace has been depicted on the ChakmHkrama 
type of coins of Cliandraguptci 11/ It bus been shown os an 
attribute in the leit hand of Clwkrapiiruihtf *—the yse rson ill ca¬ 
tion of the SwlarSaiu Chakra of Vishnu. The nonce depicted, is 
a simple one, consisting uf a short rod| mounted with tbtek 
knob at one end, It was a war weapon in ancient India. 
According to Kautilya, iL could be hurled on the enemj , 
though usually it was taken to be ft weapon of non-missile class . 


NOOSE 

The noose or jj2i.i has bieu shown only io the hands of 
god desses ns their attribute. It wns an important offensive 
weapon of nncient lime. The coins depict it os n long rope 
with knotted ends, and a large loop in the middle 7 On certain 
specimens, the loop is not in the middle, but it is on one end. 
l’aia wms made of such mu tennis as hemp, IIujC, ruuflyff g ,ik 53, 
tJkmpa (Crotalnrcn JunceftJ, or t»5yu etc. nrnl was ten cubits 
long/ Its loop on one end hftd the diameter of one cubit. 1 


1. 

2. 

3. 


5. 

6, 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 


BIIC, pi. XXXI. 1-3, 

Cf. BiikaueukhUa, op. cit, 73 H, p. 457. 

BIIO, pt. XVIII, 14 ; JNSl. XII, pi, VII. 8, 

JtT8X, XIII, p. 180 ; Ibid.. XVI, p. 97, Dr, Altekar had 
earlier identified the figure with Vishnu himself (Cf. 
BM\ Intro. XCII). 

Afthoiadfo^W. 18. 

Cf. J?(in/nnmmfa, V(f. 32. 

BML’QD, pk IV. 1, V. 2, VL lb, IX 11-13 ; BIP , pis, I. 
7, 13, H. 3, VI. 5, VII. 11, IX. & ( X. 11. XII, H, XV. 7. 
JVum. C/irOn., 1910, pi- XIV. 5 ; Qi. BMCOB, pi, X, 7. 

Cf, -A ffnijnv s |f<i, quoted in fl/ Of It in, op. cit., 

p, 359. 

Ibid. 
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SHIELD 

Among defensive weapons the shield figures on the 
Apraiigim type of colas of Kuraiiragupta I\ in the left Irnnd 
ol the mate figure standing on tlie extreme left in the 
l^roup. this depiction of the shield is not clear, but it appears 
that the one field by the figure is rectangular* It has been 
held vertical* 





I. BIIt\ pi, XXXI. M3 I JN8I, XII, pi. VII. M, 
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THE ISSUE OF PUNCH-MARKED COINS 

D. C. SIRCAR 

It is admitted that the different symbols on the punch- 
marked silver coin?, known in ancient India as ptirStig, dhar^na 
or ra»ptfa&Srih3paita mid weighing 32 rattis (a little over 146 
grains) theoretically, were stumped by means of separate 
punches and not by a single die. But there is difference oE 
opinion among scholars as to whether the symbols were 
punched all at the same time by the issuing authority or by 
different people at different dates. V. A. Smith thought tlmt 
'the numerous obverse punches seem to have been impressed 
by the different moneyers through whose hands the pieces 
passed, and the reverse marks may be regarded as the signs 
of approval by the controlling authority'. 1 But the same 
grouping of the symbols noticed on a large number of coins 
from a single hoard, as pointed out by other writers, proves 
that generally they were stamped on the coins at the same 
time by the issuing authority.* This problem has thus been 
solved satisfactorily. 

Another difference of opinion relates to the question 
as to who issued the punch-maiked coins, Smith observed 
that‘the punch-marked coinage was a private coinage issued 
by guilds and silver-smiths with the permission of the ruling 
authority'.* But, after systematic studies of the coin-hoards 
of definitely known provenance, D. 13. Spooner, D. li. 
Bhnndarkar find E.J. Walsh suggested that the punch-marked 
coins were issued by a cent!a 1 authoiily, i.e. the State.* 
Among later witters comment in g on Smith’s views, j. N, 
Bauerjea says, “There is litllu doubt that tlio minks were 
those of a central authority that guaranteed the genuineness 
of the metal and the correctness of the weight''. 11 5. K, 
Caktaboitty says that practically all oi the majority of the 
Coins examined by Smith arc surely State issues J but, at 
tile seme lime, he also maintains that originally the punch- 
marked coins weic being issued by private bankers whose 


1. IMC, 1, p. 133. 

2. Cf, Allan, DM!’, Ane. Lift., p, xlx ; etc. 

3. loc cit, 

4. See Spooner in AH I, A/I, 1905-6, p, ] S3; Bhandariur in 
Carm. Lai., 1021, pp, 9$ 99 ; Walsh in MA$l t No. 19; 
JfiAS, Sapp!., October 1924, p. 175 t etc- 

5. Comp. 7fiat. 7>u1. t II, td. Sustrii p. 777. 

3$ 






m 


n.s.i, golden jubilee volume: [JffiSl, XXIII 

symbols have not yet been recognised by scholars owing to 
insufficient study and to the fact that the private issues 
were mostly called back and given new impress when the 
State entered into the field. 1 

In our opinion, three is some evidence to show that all 
punch-marked coins were not issued by tbe State* that some 
of them were certainly rissued by guilds and silversmiths* 
as Smith suggested and that such coins were in circulation 
side by side with those issued by I he States. The evidence 
is primarily supplied by a passage in Uuddhagho^ha's 
Vi*HddhiTmtjtfa composed in the 5 Ik century A. JJ« and it has 
been known to the students of Indian numismatics for about 
half a century now, 1 The belief regarding The absence of 
information from literary sources* on the punch-marked coins, 
as expressed in Allan's Catalct/ua published in 1936 and 
referred to above, doc^ not appear to be fully justified* 

The well-known Vuuddftinwggft passage runs as follows : 
tjatha U ktraZfiika'phahike fhnpitam kahUpatter asim cko ajdia- 
faiddfti'diiniiQ ckv gSmik^pttruo tko htrmUik& ti tfiu jat\t$u 
pa* i a i na neiu ajilta-huddhUUm ko fci hapam nam th ttUwicMita* 
ehttura an a prff itminrfalti' k ha i m = till jamit i t tdatk 

matinMdnairi upahbjt ptrikhogaih ratam-xammitarh ti nt jaaari ; 
yarn ika-pHriiQ ehit fatiVAj, tin-1ha „h\ jiinaii ultim man u **iimth 
Mpdbhtjjti pitfikhotfMh Fatariii tammUtm ti <fka t apark clifhk* atfatk 
ktifo ayath 4ddha *3rp ti idam pam vUhajath najdaiiti ; hira^lko 
tahbti pi U pjkiirr' j fin at i t jatunto aha t: aha pa mm dbkfttS pi 
i Tin at if diofitmMath tutvM pi *pm*Uaih /htlpiha pi mtath 
iaj ijitva pi hattb* dhafapitvR pi tirttukatmith yaw id fia^artf 

ta pabbaU ra tu ii-ti . va hit ? ti j i amutk^amHprna kite ti 
pi jdimtL 

The passage dearly descr ibes how n hoard of kar&klpatias 
lying on a goldsmith's or money-changer's tray would strike 
a child, n rustic anil nnot her goldsmills or money-oh linger* 
The child would know only that the coins have many 
symbols on them and are ob!ong, square or round, but not 
that they couhl be used like gems for our enjoyment. The 
rustic would know ell what the child knows ami also that 
ihc coins could he used by us for enjoyment like gems ; but 
he would r ot know the difference among them, e,g. # which 
is genuine, which is a forgery and which is now half its 

1. frui ¥ iVfjxnVj pp. 129-30. 

2- cr. a K, Bhrmdarkar in ;gs7 t dff t 191344, P .226; 

CVirm. tret , 1921. pp r 9M0O; see dso .ftHK/, XI Jh 

pp h 18.1 ff 
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original value. But the goldsmith or money-changer would 
nut only know all that Is known to ibe child and the rustic 
but much more than t lint. After looking at the coins and 
examining them in various ways such as hearing the sound 
they make when struck, Smelling ami licking them and 
taking them in his hand, he would understand which 5th3nja, 
made them and at which village, town, hill or river-bank 
Lhey were made. The word anhUrya has been used here in 
the sense of 'a master goldsmith'. 1 2 

The passage makes it abundantly clear that the symbols on 
the or punch-marked coins only indicated the place 

wherein a particular piece was made and the goldsmith who 
made iL Apparently, none of the symbols indicated the 
State in which it was made or by which it was issued. If 
there was any such symbol, that would hove naturally been 
regarded as far more important than the others and Buddha- 
ghosbn could have hardly failed to mention it- Thus the 
manufacture of the kanhSpamt t referred to in the Fhu JJAi- 
Wggt passage, was not directly associated with the State, 
Of course whether the goldsmith manufactured them with 
the State’s permission is not known from it, Ihe minting of 
coins from villages is also an interesting information supplied 
by the pissage. 

There is another passage in BnddUngbosha’s Sumanf<t} atn- 
Jikii, which runs as follows: iifi l&jay<the rliett-iitjiak# 
Wnl/IIMJ loti, ttitmii i}&rich<t-iK,i*iko }dd-3 \ .fui Ukkhtmm itibba- 
janapaditu kithdpjnjtia rhitutthu-llayci yd Jo fi Vr'dittibbo so efia 
kho fiQraftd tin iif'ii-d'itfiii/'iiwfls.* rua-jr-t, u-r i/.rrvuiM rwdmdfJniifft* 
,1 litrMdi3 J i meivns to s n y ihat 1 he weig h t of the trUmi 
was 20 I noth thus at Rsjagriba so that its quarter weighed 5 
mdihaha and that, likewise, the quarter of a k3r»hSpana was 
known as p^d> iu olh-.i territories also, though this was true 
only with reference to the old-type him kUrthUpantt and not to 
other new h3r*h*ip<tniit I; ke the ru hiltitTuki, i, c. the silver 
coins cf about 35 grains issued by Rudmlarrmn I <C. UO-55 
A.D.) and other Sakn kings of Western India. Apparently there 
was no coin equivalent to i of the ruJruAjwtiiifl-frarsfiaj'jyii. 

The above SintiinttipaiSdiku passage shows that (lie 
punch-miukcd coins, here called 'the old-type blue htnkrip.utj', 

1. Cf. /* A. Fali-Eny s, v. Jr/mrfya. Buddliagliosha 

hting a South Indian (cf. Tht VUtitical Ayr, e<!. 
Majumdar, p. 305). it is interesting to note that Ihu word 
is used in the sense of ‘an artisan' (a goldsmilh, mason, 
carpenter, etc.) in the South Indian languages. 

2. See JX8I. XII I, p- 1SS. 
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were in circulation as late ns the 3th cctitury when BudJha- 
ghoshu flourished and also that they were current side by 
side with State issues like the silver coins of the Sahas of 
Western India, It is also clear that the Saka coins remained 
in circulation centuries after their Issue. 

Later commentators’ bring out the difference between 
the old-type blue kSrthapttyi and the new kJrihdpatia called 
riiJrii fhww'rn and state that the latter Was £ of the former in 
value. According to one com men tutor, the old-type blue 
karti&jHttut was made by a tamping symbols on them in necor- 
dancc with the piiuratu-saitra, i. e, a book dealing with the 
pursuit coin such us (he Jl&ptuQtra* (pora^ttutthraourUpa- 
litkkhjru itimpunna uppadita}. Another commentator says that 
the old-type kSnhapatiat were made in accordance with the 
j>aur5fla4aMTH by impressing symbols on them and that they 
resembled the blue ktjTtJiupiir-.t iporiirntttuk'iinuriipii-uppriJi(titan 
lukkhii ua'tatnpannma nUa-kthapatm tadiiaiia kakapanauaU These 
passages show that the punch-marked coins were manu¬ 
factured as late as the 5th century, if not niso later, long 
after the other types of coins, sometimes bearing names of 
kings who issued them, appeared in the field. There is little 
doubt that the old-type karth&pjtuu ure the same coins us 
mentioned in the apparently ns private issuer. 

The question now is whether a king would like to 
issue punch-marked coins anonymously in the 5th century or 
later when coins bearing the kings’ names began to be used 
in various parts of the country from before the beginning of 
the Christian era. It is difficult to answer the question. But 
we consider it unlikely that the SatuvXhaim kings issued coins 
af their usual types only in cheap metals like copper, lead 
and pot in, but, at ihc same time, also the punch-marked coins 
in silver. If, therefore, the punch-marked coins wctu in 
circulation during the Sutnvahanu age, as they apparently were 
since that ilgfe was earlier than the days of Buddhflgbosha, 
they were probably private issues. 

The A atiiii V'baruj i section of the I ,,r tfijy l ijihj^Li mentions 
karihSpmi along with the fauAa-BtiJiM'a, iitu-mathak* and 
font-math«h<i coins and Buddbnghosha's SarmntapotMika 
explains the second and third respectively ns ^1) those made 
of bits of wood und biiml^o and pieces of palmyra leaves oil 

i. cf, jmi t xm, PP . iss-90. 

Z Cf. Bhiuidaikor, tWi. /^cf., 1931, p. 126, According to 
Budhaghosha, while learning the one had ro 

turn over and over many katthUpaiyit and look at them. 
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which figures were Cut in {ianulvntna rfl vAu-fh'iikSf i i a anti* 
mats tUa'Wnfiem pi rHpith ehbindilvS hOa-nOtakt), “ml 12) 
those made of a quantity of lac or gum with the impression of 
figures llSkhaw vS niyyuaen t rtl rnjwn MmUMaprtra Ma* 
mtoako)} It is doubtful whether the State issued Corns of 
such flimsy material. 

Wo have some copper coins hearing the names of ■certain 
loculi tics like TripnrT, Ujjayini. EtaufrmbT and VSrSnasi 
uiul it is hardly possible to prove that they were not issued 
by local bodies pertaining to the places in question. The same 
is the case with similar coins bearing the word mgama (Sans- 
ktit. nataimifA) meaning ‘traders’ or 'mumk-rs o an a 
trative board pertaining to a town J . Lumps of copper, known 
as the dhihua coin, were not Stale issues. 1 

But the question is not of the private minting of coma 
of cheap material. Minting of coins m ancient India docs 
not appear to have been different irom that m tho dominion 
of the Posh was. We are told that “W the times o tliC 
Push was, coinage was not a monopoly, cii icr priva cr 
governmental. Not a few people were apparently licensed 
To mint coins which naturally varied in tc^ wcight p uity 
and types from place to place. No wonder then that there 
were n plethora of coins of various sorts. Even » * s ‘"b 
town, various kinds of coins were in circulation. Obviously 
these were exchanged at a rate winch varied G 

the metal used in the coins "* It * well known tfat, m the 
late medieval period, coins of various ages and “""tries 
passed as currency in the Indian market. That the same 
position held good in the early period also * 
available evidence. The currency of the old n»drciia««a*a 
coins m Buddhaghosha’s age, as referred to above, of the 
silver coins of Kalacburi Krishna of the 6th century tan m 
the 8th century 7 and of early Roman coins in the markets 
especially of South India has to be Tememhered u th s 
connection. 4 Under the circumstances, it ■» difficult to 


1. 

2_ 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7 . 

S. 


M2; ,r*Si.Xl. wMO.m 

pp. r etc. _ _ . vvw pi > 

Cf. Allan, Op. cit-, p. cvxvi; Ep. Inti., XXX \ , p. 3. 

CT. IN SI, VI, pp. 53 ff. 

Ibid., IX, p, 50 ; Cf. Vtl, pp- /8ff. 

pp. 2Z5 ff-; Bhandar tear’s List, 

No. 1206; etc. 

CL Brown* 7V* Coins a/India, p. So. 
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iidievu that coins minted by anybody anywhere could have 
been effectively prevented from being circulated in the ancient 
uauin market, Whett^ punch-marked coins manufactured 
centuries ago were in circulation, it seems to us practically 
impossible to check additions to the old stock by guilds and 
silversmiths from time to time especially in, view of the fact 
that the said corns were used all over India while the whole 
country was never under a single suzerain and that often 
there was no effective administration in many areas. 



EARLY COINS FROM VIDISA IN THE RAIPUR MUSEUM 

BALCHANDRA JAIN 

In May 1958, 835 ancient Indian coins were purchased 
by me for the Mnhant Gbnsidas Memorial Museum, Raipur 
from a coin-collector of Vidtsii (Madhya Pradesh), 'ihe 
Collection included silver and copper punch-marked, silver 
and copper early cast and unttiseribcd, and tribal cams of 
Enin and Ujjuin along with those of Jisluju, Rarnagupla, 
Western K shut rapes and the Nhgu kings of Fadmavuti, A 
number of them are of unpublished varieties. Out of them, 
fin porta lit punch-marked, r epo u s s e o nitWCr Ibod cast coins and 
the coins of the city of VidisS arc being published here. 

I 

Punch-Marked Coins 

1. PUNCH-MARKED; SILVER (SINGLE SYMBOL), 

1, No. 3064 Silver, Oblong, 12 mm,, 9 mm„ 16 grains. 

_ 

Oto. Single symbol ^ 

o ~ 

Rev. Blank. 

Punch-marked coins of ibis type were published 
by Allan and Gupta, It weighs a little more 
than n P5dt~K3r*ftiijwin of 8 ruiiiV (14.4 
grains). This and No. 3005 of our collection, 
which is square in shape and weighs 13 grains, 
represent Uiu rsdn-RSnfiSpanj silver currency. 
The second coin is of copper but has traces of 
silver coating. 

2. Nos. 3061 to 3063. 

Silver ; First coin ts square, the rest two oblong; 
mcftsitfmerit 11 mm., 13 mm., X8 mm., 
and 11 mm. X 9 mm. respectively ; 
weight M, 12 and 16 grains respectively. 

4 * f l» 

Obi\ Single symbol » * o 

*> 
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Rev. Blank. 


A new variety. 


3. No. 30GQ. 


Silver, Hexagonal, 17 grains. 


© 


Obv. Single symbol 0 1g| © 

0 

. 

Rev. Blank. 


A new variety. 


II. FUNCH'UARKBD ; COPPER, 

4. Nos. 2978 to 302L 

Copper, Square, oblong nnd reel., from 9 mm. to 10 
mm, X 14 mm. Varying in weight from 14 
to 37 grains. 

Oho, (1) The Sun, (2) Sludurachakra. (3) The 

Cuiluctus, (4) The crescent on a three-arched 
hill nnd <5!> A human Figure as found on the 
cast coins of Ujjain, 

RcC. Ca ductus. 

Those coins are similar to vur. 2. III. f (filth 
symbol corrected) of BMC, p. 2 l J-30, plate XU, 
7-10, The reverse symbol of some of these coins-* 
Cadiiecus— is formed of u straight line encir¬ 
cled by a wavy line having three curves on both 
Bides and not three circles bisected by a line. 
This may be a variety of the Symbul, but not 
u new symbol ns 'J rivedi suggert$ [JNSI, XVI, 

pp. 177-7*0- 

Trtvedi’s view that the fourth symbol of these 
coins is ‘two inverted semi-circles' also docs not 
seem to be correct What is visible us the two 
inverted semicircles on a number of coins, is 
the upper half portion of the symbol-crescent 
on three-arc hr. i.l hill which is partially punched 
leaving the lower half out of the flan . The 
form of this symbol is such that all the semi¬ 
circles making the descent nnd the arches of 
tile hill do not touch each other even when the 
symbol is visible in fill!. 
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5. No, 5055. 

Copper, Oblong, 12 ram. X 0 mm„ 22 gnu ns. 

Obo. Only out symbol — n human figure. 

Reo„ Blank* 

Tbe coin is in the mint condition and there is 
sufficient space available for mote symbols if 
intended to be punched* 

IE 

Repousse Coins 

111. REFOUSSi : SILVER (TINY)* 

6. Nos* 3066 to 3068. 

Silver, Round, 1U.5 mm* in Digits, 3 grains. 

o 

Obo, Single symbol otfo which rany be collected 

V 

o 

loO^O 

o 

The cobs arc thin rind light in weight. With such a 
low weight of 3 grains only, these, in all probability represent 
the Mdthaki coins of 2 r uttU or 3. 7 grains. 

These are the earliest known specimens of the repousse 
coinnge. Later rcpoussl coins of the Jifill Century arc known 
from South Kosala and Orissa but none from Malnvii, 

Ill 

Uninscribed Cost Coins 

[V, Cast; Coffer. 

7. Nos, 2600 to 2816. 

Copper, Round, 12.5 to 15 mm. In D lam., Weight varying 
from 10 to 32 grains. 

Obo. : Within a circle, elephant facing left with rider, 

Reo. t Within the circle, crescent on a three arched bill. 

The coins are similar to those of SMC, .-IT, 


39 
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im inscribed cut coins var p, page 93* plate XI, 
23* but the symbols on the present coins arc 
found within n circle which is very dear on 
some coins. The symbols are drawn crudely 
on the thinner coins* Remains of the metal left 
after detachment from the mould are also seen 
on some cuius. 

8. Nos, 2SI7 to 2876* 

Copper, Square, from 13 k 13 mm, to 15 x 15 iflfl L # 
Weight from 31 grains to 65 grains. 

Obi?, i Elephant fancing left with rider, twatlika, 
taurine, the triangle-bended standard and 

ladder below* 

ReP v ; Treed u-r ailing, hollow cross, taurine and the 
crescent on a three arched bill* 

Ch Allan's varieties / and &, pp, 88-89* plate 
Xlp 8 to H- But the ladder is not found on 
some of the present goius such ns Nos. 28 IS 
and 2820*21. The arrangement of the symbols 
on the coins without ladder differs from that of 
coins having ladder symbol. Coin No, 2830 
is n lira and broad piece* irregular in £bnpt\ 

9. 2953 

Copper, Round, Warn* 11 mtn , 38 grains, 

Qbv 


Rev* 


Hollow CrOEF, 


o 


A trec-jn-rnilmg. 


% 


The reverse symbol of Shis coin is different from 
that found on varietur n and a of Allan’s Cast 
u inscribed coins, BMC r Al f pp 92-93. The pre- 

sent coin thti7 p represents a quiic new variety* 

The tree of the Coin ;tL m) differs faun Lite tree 
found m such coins from Tamila f son are coin si. 
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IV 

Coins of the City of Vidisa 

The present coins .Museum Register Nos, 2937 to 2977) 
ere very interesting nnd weie not known so far. AH of them 
ere of copper, round in shape mid measure from 12 to 13 mm* 
in dtrimeter. They weigh from 13 to 24 grains. 

I desenbe the coins ns below : 

Qbc, i A ehukm of eight spokes (sometimes within n 
circle). 

Jfeu. : Signs of three Biahml letters rend ns Kodi«a 
or PVicfatfl (SkL FizjfflfiQ. The characters 
are similar to those of the inscriptions of Asoka ; 
t*c is very clear on coin No, 2968 and others, 
while letter td is quite distinct on most of them 
especially on Nos. 2975 and £95£, But the sign 
of di has a peculiar form* On some coins such 
as No. 2974, it is similar to Alokan df but on 
others like 297$ and 2971 looks-like ddtr or the 

symbol S which is sometimes seen on 


Mathura coins . 1 

The obverse symbol— -chokm—h not new to the early 
Indian coinage ; in is found on the silver punch-marked coins 1 
and seen on the sUhjfuta coins , 1 But f the most important is 
the legend which adds to the list of cities issuing coins, the 
name of ur Fftfidiffi- Other cities having their^ coins 

ore Erfckanyai Tripml, Ujjayinn Bhagila, Kurarn, Kausambl, 
VlrSnasIi liddehika, SudavSpa,, Pashka lav mi and KnpisfL 

It is interesting to note that the name of the city issuing 
the present coins was Vaidisa as known from the legend, 
obviously the same as modern VidlifSt head-quarters of ihe 
district of the same name in Madhya Pradesh* The name 
V a id is a (for VidisfiJ is mentioned in the M Savikapti w itram 
of Kalidasa 1 and the copperplate inscription of the Kalucbnri 

L Allan BMC, Al~p 

2 . BMO f Al PP. 5 $, 43 anil S 3 . 

3. Ibid., pp. 117-19* 

4 d Act V. 

Rfst, 

wtji w . . .. 
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king Budbtir&ja 1 which was issued from l~alli£antftj<jTn. The 
modern village of Besnngsir known for a number of early 
antiquities and the famous inscribe! pillar of Heliodorns 
i epics outs the old city, issuing these coins. 


I, Mirastii, fit, IV, part i, pp. -17 fT. 




AN UNKNOWN PUNJAB SEAL COLLECTOR 

A, D . H . BtVAR * 

[Plates VlLVllt] 

The collection of engraved gems which forms the subject 
o[ the present note came to light in Southern ihigbud during 
1956 under rather unusual drcuin^tantes. Tbey are repro¬ 
duced in the plates (VII & VI11} from a Set of temporary 
% plasticine impressions. The writer has not seen the original 
stones, and bus no knowledge of their appearance his study 
being based soltly on ihe impressions. Recently, however, 
the collection seems to have become dispersed, arid no informa¬ 
tion is currently available as to their whereabouts and owner* 
ship. There b thus a danger that all record of the original 
association of the gems may be lost. Willi this knowledge 
would disappear any clue as to their place of discovery, and 
the personality of the collector. It b U> bu observed that ha 
was ri person possessing a lively appreciation of a iniquities. 
Such th uu is the justiAcaticm of the present publication which, 
though admittedly based on incomplete material, may sei ve 
some purpose hi drawing attention to the collection, and 
assist in tracing iU present owners. 

The most recent discoverer of the gents, and the person 
to whom we arc obliged for bringing them to notice was 
Mr. C. B* Carter, at the time in question a pupil at Charter- 
house* He chanced to purchase a piece of furniture in an 
antique shop at God aiming in Surrey: when be examined his 
buy p he discovered in one of the drawers the collection of 
gems, the existence of which bad been unknown not only to 
the vendor, but until the moment of purchase Lo Mr- Garter 
himself. It appears that legally ihe purchaser of second¬ 
hand furniture is entitled to the ownership of any good^ which 
may be found in it. The gems, therefore, had become 
Cartels property. On Ebc advice of Mr* G* W* Mabbott* 
Senior Science Master at Charte house, he reported his hud at 
the Asbmoleais Museum. Here Lhe gems were examined by 
Mr; John Board mam then Assistant Keeper in the Department 


* la the preparation of this article the author hys bene fitted by 
profitable discussions of glyptic problem* with Mr. Briggs; Buchanan 
and Mr. O, J Wiseman, Help on epi^r iplnc questions was given 
by Professor J, Broufflu Professor W. B. Henning. E'rofcsiior A. L, 
Bag ham, and Dr, Mary Boyce. 
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of Antiquities, who w»s thus able to make a preliminary 
assessment of thdr significance At that time the present 
writer, also n member of l lie stuff of the Ashmokan, was 
absent on study leave in Persia ; but Mr* Bcardmttn, mindful 
of bis interest in such matters, most thoughtfully made the 
set of plasticine impressions before returning the goats 
with his comments to Mr. Carter. To this forethought we 
owe the preservation o i a record of the transaction* 

Though the impressions w n-hurriedly iiimk't and one or 
two ate understandably irregular, they provide material 
entirely adequate for the future identification of the gems. 
The engravings can indeed hi quite Well studied from them, 
and the inscriptions me substantially legible, Subsequently 
Mr* Carter f who despite Lite discriminating interest in the 
discovery was not n collector of antiques, made tbe decision 
not to retain the collection, which in due course was 
purchased by a well-known Loudon art dealer who passed 
them on to clients. The present writer has been unable to 
trace the ultimate purchasers, or 1 be final location of the gems. 

A cursory inspection nf the plates will show that the 
collection contained a mixture of styles hi it ty typical of theludo- 
[ rani an borderlands. P1„ VII. 1 and VIIIL 1 + 3-4 are straight* 
forwardly Iranian, whilst PI. Vll. 10 and VUL 10*11 are as 
unequivocally Indian. Several also represent Mediterranean or 
peripherally Mediterranean styles, yet these too would be fami¬ 
liar to any collector handling gems which come on the market 
in the general area of the Punjab, North-West Frontier, or 
Baluchistan. Since Gupta examples are present, the Implica¬ 
tion is that gome at least of the gems would have been found 
not far to the West of Ambnla or Lahore. 

Curiosity will naturally be felt as to the identity of the 
person who brought tins collection together. Tu ihe knowledge 
of the writer none of these examples has previously been 
published in the several accounts of the early collectors in 
the Punjab, It is reasonable to suppose that they once 
belonged to a military officer, for this would make it easy to 
understand how they came to l>e at God aiming. This town is 
situated close to u nnmbvr of wdlknown military centres, 
such as Alder shot* FuridmuHj Fir bright and Guildford. Many 
retired military officers reside in these districts, and more than 
a few must have passed some part of their service iu the Indo- 
Pakistan sub-continent. It ia thus a reasonable guess that 
the collection was brought to this part of England by an officer 
in retirement. Since the fact that the furniture contained 
gems was unknown to the antique dealer from whom it was 
purchased, it is natural to suppose that the owner's death was 
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indeed the cause of his property being sold- Gou may thus 
envisage tm Idvrly collector living triune, with no one nt hand 
who hud knowledge of his hobby, or his valuable collection 
In spite of such speculations, 1 hive not been able to identify 
the collector, or to inquire into the question oi how he built 
up his collection* It is to be h^ped that one of my readers 
on examining the plates will recall the gems and be able to 
identify their former owner. Ir hi? career could be traced 
we might be able to determine the find-spots from which his 
senbstones come. None thi-- less, if that proves out of the 
question, the impressions ns they stand arc of definite interest 
and merit. It is to the detailed examination of individual 
gems that we have now io turn 

Acbeemetmn Period 

L CyHndcr*seal. Late fifth century E C. Width 25 mm. 

(PI-VII, I) 

JJuIbchimiiern rearing to the right. 1 The monster's second 
head, emerging directly from the centre of its back, is that of 
a griffin* Belli nil stands a shadowy human figure, with legs 
set firmly apart, thrusting at the creature's principal head 
with a spoil r in his upraised band. The outlines of the man's 
body are reduced til a surka of Squiggles. There is a vague 
hint that his other arm is extended behind. In front of the 
Chimncrii is the faint suggestion of another human, perhaps 
no more than the remains of some curlier engraving on a 
cylinder re -eng raved in Achnemeninn times. 

This legendary monster the Chimucra was a favourite 
subject in Classical Greek art. The most usual form was 
represented with a lion's tody, from the hack of which 
sprouted the head ami shoulders of n goat * The creature's 
tail commonly terminated in the head of a serpent. Yet 
though the CbIntacta had found ispecial place in Gree k 
mythology, very similar monsters had long been represented 
in the art of the Ancient East. With the small variation 
that the secondary head of the monster appears to grow not 
from the back, but from the cud of a Small pair of wings, a 
decidedly similar monster is found already on the bronzes of 
Luristuii. Though there is controversy as to the exact date 
of these broims, there is little doubt that they predate in the 

1. Ay is. customary, I describe the seal designs as they appear 
on tlie impressions. On the actual sto ics right and left would 
always appear the other way round. 

2 + Anna Rof^ 'The representation ™f the Chiiusmi\ Journal 
of If»Um\'c Si«nH if, 2 L-5: or■ te ■■ i, * The o rig in of I he Chrmaci a* 

in $tuili€* f jirssmUil to J7. A/ flobimon, St. Louis, 1953* II. 1155- 
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*13, Silver NisSr, mint Urdu Zufar QarTn, date 1042*4, 
wt. 47 grs., size '5". 

Obo, in a doited circle 

j 






(PI. XV, 8) 

The phrase of Urdu Zafar ^UTln, J lhe Camp associated 
with Victory* was coined by Ah bar and is found on the coins 
of this Emperor in nil tin. three metals. A niiar from ibis 
mint is absolutely unique. At p. XXXIX oF Ms catalogue, 
Whitehead has mentioned a tiitUr of Shah Jahati of this mint 
but he has not given its details. Except Shah Julian no other 
ruler is known to have issued coins from tins mint. 



44. Silver Nit Sr, mint Darul-klhlafat Akburiibad, date 
1043 6, wt. 4‘J grs., size-55". 


Obo, 



VY-rr* 


Reo. 




The nusrof this type is not represented in any catalogue 
but the following Jmdrjj of this mint are known : 

1. Mint Akbnr&bad. Date 1064. Wt. 17 grs. Ref ; 
NO, XVI (3rd series) p. 165. 

2, Mint Mustaqirrul-khUafat AkbarSb&d. Palo 1 £HQ, 
Wt. 13‘5 grs, Ref : ns above, 

3, Mint DHrul-Kbiiafat AkbnrSbiid, Date 1046*10, Wt 
43-7 grs. Ref, NS, XXXII, p. H73. 

4. Mint Ak bn rabid, Date 1046-9. Wt. Large size. Rtf. s 
PMC. p. 431, PI, XXL 


5. Mint AkbarIbad, Date 1047-11, Wt, S5 grs. size of 
a rupee. Ref. JNSI, IV, p. 71. 

* H 

45. Silver niter, mint DUrul-KbiJsfnt Shabinbanlbad 
date 1066-30, wt. 46 grs,, size 

This coin is similar to LMO. No. 2426 but the regnal 
year 30 is in tbe top line of this coin, About half a dozen 
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nitar* of this mint are known. They are dated 1060-24, 
1061-24, 1063-27, J 06640, 1067-30, and 1067-31 A. H. In 
1043 Shah jftban built the New Delhi which be called Sbah- 
jiihanabld, and it is by this name with its title of Daruhkh]la- 
fat that the capital is henceforth known on the Mughal 
coinage. 

46. Silver wiiar, mint Labor, date 1044-7, wt, 45 grs., 
size -6", 

«■. 

&A. >lcp? 

Oho. in n dotted circle *■ \ Re*, j‘, 

If 


A ftitfr ol this type is not recorded in any catalogue. 
About half a dozen ni#Srj of Lahore mint arc known—three 
in the Labor, one in the Lucknow and two in the British 
museum. One nfr£r is described at P. 473 of NS. XXX11 but 
all these nitSra are different from our specimen. 


47- Copper, mint Darul-khillfat Agra, date 1033, wt» 
349 grs., size ■? 5*. 


Obo t in a dotted circle 



Re*. 


A 

Jte 




7 ^ 


This is a unique copper coin of Shah Jtihan issued from 
Agra mint. Agra is an unpublished mint of this ruler in 
copper. The date shows that it was issued in the "beginning 
of his reign. 


48. Copper, mint Ilahabld, date (10) 41, wt, 314 grs,, 
size *7'. 


Ob *. } 


ReC. 





This type is not represented in any catalogue. A copper 
coin of Shlh Jaban of this mint and date 1049 was published 
at p. 237 of NS . XXV by Dr. Parma LalL Except Akbar no 
other ruler issued copper coins from this mint. The mint 
mime On them was II it babas and not llahobsd. A large 
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number of silver coins were issued from this mint by many 
Mughal rulers. 

49, Copper, mint Bait it, date R, Y. 3J, wt 348 grs., 
size ‘S'. b * 


Obv. 



Rev, 



This type is not represented in any catalogue. Regnal 
year 31 shows that it was struck in the Inst year of his reign. 
This mint was mainly used for issuing copper coins by Akbtir 
and his three successors. 


50. Copper, mint Dogion, date 1041, wt. 341 grs., 
size ‘75'. 


Obv. J k>k Rec. 

C /Ji' 

(PL XV. 9) 

This is a unique copper coin of Sh5h JubSti. A few 
copper coins of only Akbar were issued from this mint. This 
place is a village near Bahraich in the Province of Oudb. Five 
copper coins of Shah j a ban with indistinct dates were pubJi- 
shed by Vost at p. 76 of JASB, LX1V. They nil bear the 
mint name as fir* and not ^fir* us found on this coin. 


51. Copper, mint Lakhnau. wt, 338 grs., size *8', 


Obv, 





One undated specimen is recorded at No. 1J I of I MO 

Tl vr°lw r t M t 100 ' s d ««ibed by Tampo* at p. 56 of 
r V. XLn ' Hlt lhe l ) P eof 0l,r coin is different from bath 
of them. In our catalogues, copper coins of Akbnr and no 
other rulers are known of this mint but Whitehead says that 
issues in nil three metals have been found of Shah jnhan ami 

some copper coins of Aurnngzeb too (video, civ of his 
catalogue). 


Murad BakHsh (A, D, 1658) 

52. Silver, mint Surat. date 1068-aW. wt. 194 grs. 
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Oie. The Kalima Reo■ BMC. No. 699 

and below 

Murad Baksh was Governor of Gujarat when be put 
forward his claim to the succession and struck coins at Surat. 
The reverse legend on this coin is slightly different from 
BMC. No. 699, The BMC specimen does not bear any 
date also. On the strength of the legend on BMC coin, 
Bruvfii formed couplet No* 5/ of LMC* The coo plot 
runs as : 

If we compare this couplet with the actual legend on 
BMC coins, we find that there arc no two it* and no 
on the coin. The word also does not seem to he 
correct. It should be read ns <*«t. The BMC specimen 
indicates the same reading. The word is quite clear 

on our coin and.in place of Jt* it is suggested that we 
should read it as ittjV , The revised reading of the couplet 
should therefore be : 

o ( 31 

Mr. Brown’s translation of his couplet is this : 

Took the heritage of the ‘Lord of Conjunctions' 

Shah Johan. Murad Bukshh Muhammad Shall, the 

Second Sikandcr, 

The revised couplet is translated by me as under t 
Muhammad Murad Shalt, the Second Sikandcr got 
tbc heritage from the ‘Lord of Con junctions’ and the 
refuge of the woild (Shah Jahan), 

The latter rending seems to be more plausible to me, 

51 


y 


^ is 




A* I 


M j V: 


C l 
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53. Copper, mint Surat. d&te-ahd. wt. 352 grs. size 9". 

Obo, c 

tSP 

Copper coins of this ruler are not recorded jo our 
catalogues. Two similar specimens weighing 316 & 333 grs, 
were published by Wright in NS, I, p. 10, but our coin is 
heavier in weight than both of them. 


Aurangzeb (A. D. 1658-1707) 

54. Silver, mint SfuibjabSnllbad. elute 1071-4. wl. 
194 grs., size 


Obo, in n dotted circle in square. 



Margins. Left Top Right Cot tom 

P-Vt **“ 


Reo, in dotted circle. In square. 


Margins, left r *l* Top ^^4. Right >=-4- Bottom 

Coins of this mint and in this type are not represented 
in any catalogue but a rupee of ibis type bearing date 1070- 
ahd was published by Brown at p. 423 of iV5. XIX. Brown's 
Specimen is styled ns unique by Whitehead am] it is described 
at p. Ixxvii oF his catalogue. The only difference in our 
coin and this coin ts that on the reverse legend of this 
coin, the word — ^ Is inscribed at the bottom while on our 
coin the same word is insetted In the middle of the legend. 
If we tube into consideration this slight difference, then both 
the specimens are unique by themselves. 



55. Silver ntelr. mint JahfingTmagnr. date 1 OSS-21, wt. 
47 grs., size *65*. 


Obo, 



Roe, 




(PI XV. 10) 
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Dacca was renamed JuhinglrnQgar after the emperor 
Jahangir. This iiiJtir is not represented in any catalogue but 
a nitar of regnal year 19 and weighing li grs. is described 
by Neviil at p. 4 73 oE AW. XXXII. 

56. Silver nitar. mint Shahjahanabal. date 1072-4. 

57. i, >t ■) ii * ji 1076-8*. 

These ittiSn are similar to PM&. No. 1947 except 
the date. 


58. Copper, mint Aurangabad, date (lQ)70-ahd. wt, 
346 grs., size ■8*. 


oi,?. < uii}t 


Ret>. 



(PI. XV* .11 > 

This is a new mint of Auratigazeb in copper and hence 
it is a unique piece. Aiir&ngzeb, when Governor of the 
Dukhan, founded the city of AurangShad and named after 
himself, 


Jahindir Shah (A, D. 1712-13) 


59, Silver, mint Ahmadnagnr. 
size -95." 

Obo. same as LMO. No. 3542 


datc-ahi. wt. 195 grs., 


Ret?. 





This coin is not recorded in any catalogue. A few 
rupees of this mint are known and one is recorded at p. 232 of 
NS. XIII, by Wright, 


60. Silver, mini Alamgirpur. date-abd, wt. 198 grs. 
size *S5 # . 


Qbc, 



Ret7. 



MSsUjk. 
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No coins in any metal are known lo have been Issued 
from this mint by JabSndSr Shah and hence it is a unique 
rupee of this ruler. iUamgirpfir was probably the town of 
that name near Karnfil (Qamnrnagar) in Daklmii. It first 
occurs as a mint town in the reign of Aurangazeb. 

61, Half rupee. No mint, date 1124-ahd. wt. 06 grs, 
size -7'. 

fi . . 

Obo. J [ | > Reo. Usual legend - 

II Kr 

Hall rupees of JahaadSf Shah are not known and hence 
this is a unique specimen, The legend on the obverse is 
arranged in a new style, 

Farmkhsiyar (A D. 1713-19) 

62- 3/Sth rupee, mint Mustaqirrul-KhilSfat (Akbaribadi. 
date R. Y, 6, weight 24 grs„ size *5 W . 

This coin is similar in type to full rupee No, 3611 of 
LilO, but this denomination is not represented anywhere nod 
hence it is unique. Tiny gold coins of this ruler weighing 
22, 44, and 53 grs, are described at No, 900-902 of BMC, 

63. Copper, mint Akrandnagar. wt. £06 grs., size ■9", 

Obo. Reo. 


Coin ol this type is not recorded in any catalogue. 
Copper coins of Farrokltsiyar of this mint arc cxremeiy rare. 
A specimen is said to be in the White King cabinet- 

Ahmad Shah (A. D. 1748-54) 

64, Copper, mint Elichpur. wt. 30S grs. size *75'. 

Qbc. t \jf[ R e0 . 

This type is not figured in any catalogue. Coins of this 
min tare very rare. Some copper coins of the later Mug ha Is 
and issued from this mint arc described by Haig at p. 63 of 
LXXI. these coins were found in Biuir. Under the 
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Mughals* ElichpQr was tlie provi nci&l capital of Barar. This 
province was' conquered by Akbar in his 31st year. Rupees 
of the liuhi type were struck ul lliis mint- 

'Alamgir II (A. D. 1754-59). 

65. Silver, mint Kfilpi. date 116 k— aUd. wt. 192 
grs., size *9". 



M.M. 222 
over y* 


Coins of this type are not recorded in any catalogue. 
Kalp! was a mint of the Suns mid soma silver and copper 
coins wets issued in the name of Akbar from this mint* 

Akbat, this mint wits reopened in the reign of Ahmed Shah 
irml rupees of his successors ‘Alamgir II and Shah Siam II are 
known in private collections. 

66. Silver, mint MnclibHpatan, date 11 72*4* wt. 191 
grs. f size ‘9", 





Coins of this type are not described in any catalogue. 
Macbblipataii, belter known as Musuulipatam is a port on the 
Coronirindu] Const, The earliest issues are those of AurotJga- 
zcb. Rupees of this ruler are known and one specimen is 
published at p. 125 of NS. V by ThS-nawlhi. Whitehead says 
tbat coins of 'Alumglr II and SbahSlam U of Lbis mint ore the 
issues of the East India Company. 

Shah ‘Alnm II (A. D, 1759-1806) 

67. Gold, mint <DS)r (ul) Saidr (Saharanpur), date 
1219-46, 


Obe* 

in a dotted circle 




PlLTjk. 
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Tiie epithet of Dlrul-ssuur was used both for Bnrbanpur 
and Sahara npur by Shah ‘AUm II (vide gold coin No. 4469 
dated 1195-22, silver coins No. 4900 to 49t>& dated 31, 53, 54, 
37, 40, 45, and 46 regnal years and copper coin No. 5214 dated 
31 regnal year of LMC.) Our coin bears the same date ns 
coin No. 4U05 of LMC and in the absence of the mint name, 
this coin is assigned to Salianmpur mint, due to Us close 
similarity with the coins of the Lucknow museum. Even then, 
this js a unique coin because no gold coius of SahSmnpur mint 
are known so far. This coin was also noticed by Shrj. P. L, 
Gupta at p. 54 of JNS1, Vol, X but it was not described In 
details, Whitehead says that in Akbar’s time, it Wns a mint 
for copper coins. Except for a few rupees of Aurangnzeb no 
other Mughal coins are known from this mint till the reign of 
Sbihskm II when coins both in silver and copper were shuck. 
But ours is a gold coin. A rupee of Akbar 11 as Claimant to 
the throne, dated 1203*1, and bearing the same mint and 
epithet is published at p, 3 of iVW. XXXVI, 


63. Silver, mint Sironj, date R. Y, 6, wt. 193 ers. 
size 85*. 


Obc, 



M. M. 222 
in and out 
Mi” ° f 


No coins of this typo are recorded in any catalogue. 
Whitehead says that a copper coin of Akbar of this mint is 
published and illustrated in A f S. V, Rupees of Farrukhsiynr 
and Muhammad Shah are also published. One or two m ww 
nf "Alntuglr II and Shihalain II are also known but no reference 
to these coins is given by him* Sironj is a town in RfijuutSna, 
situated on the direct route between Dak ban and Agra, 

69. Silver, mint {Gojbmdnagnr. date 1198*10 ?. wt 
192 grs. size -9"\ 


Obe. 

in n dotted 
circle 



Rec. 



4I.lt 226a 
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M. M. 228a is a Sower and M. M. 331 is a dagger. 

This is a unique coin. The coins of this mint are not 
known to have been issued either by the Mughals or the 
Native Chiefs of India. But the fabric of this coin shows 
that it was issued by some native ruler of India in the name 
of ShShoiam II. 

70. silver, mint Khamhayat. date R, Y. 3. wt. 197 
grs. t size -75" 


U&r, 

/?«f. J *-i 



Obc, 



This coin does not belong to the NnwJths of Cambay whose 
coins are few and of a different pattern. This type is not re. 
presented in any catalogue hut n rupee beating the same mint 
and date is described as p, 31 of NS. JiLlIl by VicTijt TgrS- 
iporevSla, An article “The Mughal coins of Cambay” by Dr* 
Taylor is published at p. 512 of 'NS. XX. 



CLAY SEALINGS FROM RAJCHAT 

V. $. ACRAWALA 

A large number of clay sealings were exposed in 
1940 during (be dig conducted by the railway authorities 
and later by the Dept, of Archaeology at tbe old site of 
VliiapasT represented by the Ra.ighat of today being a scries 
of raised mounds along the Ganges near the Maluviya Bridge, 
This material is now deposited it) several museums, viz. (1) 
Bharat Kala Bbavnn, Bannrns Hindu University, <2j Municipal 
Museum, A Halm bud, (3j State Museum, Lucknow, and ( 4 ) 
National Museum, New Delhi, A detailed illustrated study 
may be attempted later, but it is proposed to record here in 
summary form the mimes of the religious establishments, 
educational institutions, and rulers whose sealings were found. 
There was also a fourth clnss of documents of private 
individuals and traders, which are veiy numerous, A small 
number ol fsrtni and Niguma sealings were also found, 


L Religious Establishments 


Amongst sealings of reIig : ous temples are tbc following r 

(11 Avimtiklcsvnra—also written ns SriAvimiiktesn, 
Avimuktn, and Av«mukUsv»rrt*BhiiUnraka. In the MabS- 
bhamta Avimukta is mentioned as the chief deity at 
Varanasi; 

arfrgffT tiTHMM I 

it 

( tJtpFf 84, 78 ) 

In tbc Poona critical edition the verse is treated ns an 
interpolation (Arayyaka pamm, \cd. 1, p. 2i2). Avimukta is 
mentioned in the DaSakum&rnchoriia of Da yd in, the Mntsya 
Purapa and the Kasi-khayda. 


(2) Devadeva-svami—This was but another name of 
Avimuktn, as shown by the above epic passage. 

(3J GablmstTsvara—The name occurs in Kali-kbnrula, 

(4) SrbSSrasvatn—A Siva-Iiuga sacred to SnrasvatT, 
occuriug m tbe KasT-khanda list. 

(5) Yogesvara also called Yogdvora-svSm! on another 
seal; n mime found in tbe KaSi-khamJa. It seems to lmvc 
been a centre of Yoga discipline. 
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(6) Pitakesva r a-sv5mi — There is also a combined sealing 
of Avimukld and PllnkeSvunisvaml, showing a joint 
administrntivc arrangement between these two temples. The 
Pitaktsvaradtnga occurs in the KSsi-khstnda and is still 
worshipped under its old name in the vicinity of Visvnnatha, 
□ear S5kshl-Vin5yaka. 

(7) Bhringesvara — A fiiva-linga also found in the 
ICSfil-kbaptb- 

(8) Vatukcsvara-svamt—A Sivadingn representing the 
Viiluka form the Deity of KasT. 

(9) Kalusesvra—The name is in the KSsI-khnn^a. 


(10J Skanda-Rudra—The full legend Is ITama *ra»t ina 

Sri-Skan Ja-liu{ dratya). 

(11) Knrdamaka-Rudra—There is a temple of Kardame- 
svtirn Siva on the Pafichakrosi Pnrikmma path, marking the 
boundary of the holy city. 

(12) Lolakadiiya“Iascribed *?ri-Zpfai5di7yr, showing the 
Sun-god between two conches ; now represented by the deity 
of the Lolarka-kunda near Bhadaini in YaiSrtasT. 

(13) S add harm a chakra—Inscribed ^ri-Iiharmathakre, and 
showing a li^arm^thakrtt between two antelopes. It seems to 
have been a sealing of the Buddhist establishment at 5a rim I h. 

(14) Bliishaka-Vthara—Legend Btiahtiku-vihan ihtrata 
bhikhutayhuw. This was the name of a monastery of the 
Stbaviruraili Bbiksbus. The name reminds of the Arogya- 
vibara, of which a sealing was found at Kumrubar near Puinn, 


II. Educational Institutions 

(1) Bahvricha-charana —This was a Chamtja or College 
of Rigvedn of which 5 sealings with a benutiful motif were 
found, showing an ScfiSryaVith matted locks standing with a 
spouted jar and flanked by trees of his hermitage. 

(2) Charokn-charana — It belonged to a College of 
Krishna-Yajuryeda, imparting teaching of^ the Clinraka-rc* 
cension. Charnka was the name of VnisampSyona, whose 
great pupils included Kafka and Kalagdn, This institution 
at ancient VlrSnasl concentrated on the promotion of the 
SsakbSs and tJrahmanas of the Black Yajurveda and points to 
the group oE Vedic scholars from the south residing at Bun a ms, 

n 
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(3) ChttBiidogfi’Clmraiiii—This w;is (t School devoted to 
the study of Samnveda, On one scaling the name S&mnveda 
also occurs, 

(4) Trividyn—a centre devoted to ilie study of the three 
Vcdns at one place. The previous three scalings point to 
Vedic studies being organised under separate Char turns, via. 
Uahvricha for B-igveda, Charaka for Vujurveda and Ckban- 
doga for Slmnvcda. 

(5} Cbnturvidyn—Inscribed Sti Chatnrndyafya. This 
College for the study of the Four Vcdns at one place seems 
to have been attached to lire religious establishment called 
Chaturvedeivarn in the Klst-khiiiuhi of the Skanda Purlin a. 
It appears that the religious shrines were fostering educa¬ 
tional institutions for the systematic promotion of traditional 
learning, as in the above College of the Four Vcdns, 

{6) Sri-Sarvvatra-vidva— a sealing with a prominent 
Nandi seated on pedestal. It seems to have been a religious- 
eurn-educational foundation for the study of classical Sanskrit 
Sastras, a College of AH Sciences. In ancient times a 
scholar of one branch of learning was called T'otitS (FSni□ i) 
Or Ekaviiyd, of several branches Btwyovidya (Yaska) and of 
all branches Sandridya (Yaska), 

It appears that there was a complete reorganisation of 
tbe educational and academic life of Varanasi during the 
Gupta period which made it a world-famous centre of learn¬ 
ing and literature. Tbe scalings provide nrchsculogicnl evidence 
of that Varanasi of blueing glory pictured in the KasT-kbniida 
of the Ska nda Pnrauii, 

/ 

III, Sreni and Nigama 

A few sealings bi-long to the economic guilds and the cor¬ 
poration of traders, 

(1) Gnvaylka Sreiji —Inscribed Garay aka imrV, *in the 
Guild of the Milkmen*, 

( 2 ) Affujyaka Sreni—Inscribed VarSttaty-Jrattyoka-Sron, 
* tbe Guild of the Foresters of Vltr3nasi', ft appears tbtit the 
forest-tribes settled round l.tnnnras towards Mirzapur and 
Vindbyachala were supplying tbe city with coal, fuel and 
other forest-produce, ns they are doing to this day, hud made 
for themselves a habitat ion on the outskirts of the city and 
given themselves a corporate organisation cm the lines of the 
usual guilds, 
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(3) Nigamo — A square sealing in early Kush St} a script 
shows four letters EE QA MA SA written in the four corners 
of a square enclosure with an entrance. Another Kushaija 
scaling reads iViyaniiftf. But about half a dozen sealings with 
the motif of a domed granary rend Mffama in Gupta script, 
and record the names of liharatu, Sridatta and Sauryadhya 
( ) who certainly most have been members of the eco¬ 

nomic corporation called Nlgama, The Nigama was a body 
of wealthy traders, mostly hankers and jewellers called 
§resbthin, whose number was fixed by convention and who 
were admitted to the corporation by unanimous election and 
who were conferred wide powers by the State. 


IV- Kings and Rulers 

A good number of sealings are inscribed with the names 
of kings and ruler?, which adds to out information about the 
political history of old VargnasI, We record the names 
below without entering into a detailed disquisition here. 

(1) YuvarSja Magu—Inscribed yuniruja tmgv, Magn 
was an A vesta n name, from which we have M'agu-paiti, a 
a wise man, and Pablavi J/iiyojJd I, Persian Moled. fn the 
Kasyapa Buddha Image Inscription from Mathura we find the 
name Devaputro MSgbu. 

(2) Jetlmrtnla—Inscribed Jt/AadaiiWir in the script of 
about first century B, C- Inverted triangle-beaded standard 
{Vaijuj/ann) symbol below, and .Ytimfipudr and <£ntilt£d above. 

(3) Jeshlhamitm—Inscribed Juhfiamitmt/a in late 

Knshana script- 

j4) Krisbpasena—Row and arrow above ; in the centre 
KiUhmunatifti flanked by ytipi on 1. and Lkti on r.; below 
arusttfcr, nandf/'flia, frifladu and iml'fuL 

(5) Harisheija—About a hundred sealings of this king 
were found, with symbols ns above. 

(6) Bhimasena—Inscribed Ifajflo Symbols, 

bow and arrow above; standard in railing on 1. and y&pa In 
railing on r. Owing to similarity of symbols Krishpasena, 
Hnrishena and B him a sen a seem to belong to one family, and 
the last appears to be identical with Raja Vnsisbtfalputra Sri 
BhTmnsena of the Bill 15 seal marked with the bow and arrow 
symbol {ASiJ, 1911*12, p. 51, pi. XVIII, fig. 27). 
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(7) Navva—Heading iVtfyptwyj; bow and arrow above; 
in the centre a spear on J. and a yjfyr« on r.; below, a pile of 
ihrce balls. He seems to be different from Neva, whose coins 
have been known for a considerable time, for the symbols on 
coins and sealings are different. Sanskrit jtfavyii means 
‘praiseworthy’, from the root hh, to praise. 

(8) Abhaya—Reading Abhagaiya. Symbols, Nandi 

with three-arched hill in front; below him ckikra, fjii.'c/ij 
and Sukti. 


t9j Dimndeva—Reading ItajStt Dlwtda'itiy n, Symbols, 
Nandi standing before ehuitya flanked by a yOpa on L. and 
iatii on r. A very large number of sealings of this ruler 
were found. 


(10) Asvugosha ‘Legend .\ihv<hjk<>ihayy { i in the script of 
the Ivushlirta period. Above lion couching to i. 

(11) Rudramagh—Legend HtitetcnafktCitm JiuJrami- 
ffhnt/a w centre. Symbols, iVdn% f< A, and. bow and arrow 
above; three-arched hi it in the lower field, lie seems to be 
a member the Magha family of Kosam. 

(U) Sivamitgha—Legend Rdfa ( fc) KmMflttira*m Srh 
Wuaykiyn. Symbols, above XttnJiptdj and two other 
symbols now defaced; below, bow and arrow, three-arcbed 
bill and d JI/l£S m On a Ubtla sealing occurs the name of 
Gautamiputra Sivamagha who must have been a different 
ruler. kaimlputra Sivamagha seems to have been a brother 
of Kautslpotw Pwthnfitri, both being sons of VasishtbTputm 
LimnuseEUv of (tie Gtnjii Iiis^nplion. 

llil Achyutavarmman—-Legend U^srSjj SryAeh^ 
ciirmtmn in early Gupta script of South Indian variety. S 

(H) Mloyaditya —Reads rajatui in late 

Kushana script. 


V- Ministers, Officials and Offices 

(a) The following sealings an those of Ministers : 
(L) AmStya Jauaidana, 

(2) AmStya Kapilakn, 

(i) AmStya Hastika. 

(4) Amity ft Ary alarms- 

(5) AmStya ^gnn. 
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(6) Amatya £ii-Dvarika. 

(7) Amatya Dot a 

(8) Amatyaputra Knlahhaka* 

(b) There are three scalings of DanJanSyivka AmUtam, 
DandanSyukn Sarva, and Dagdanayaka Satynvrata. 

(c) There are three sealings of government offices of 
Varanasi reading : 

(1) Bar ana*yadhikjr.in<ity t (Gupta script), 

(2) Kuinrtramdtyjdhikaran ii y j (.Gupta script), 

(5) Kotltilmjiirikma in KeshSim script, of the officers 
in charge of the Royal Store-houses, 

Several hundred sealings of private individuals and 
traders, to be dealt with later, also throw welcome light on 
the history of ancient Varanasi. 


THE C01N.C0LLECT10N IN THE ALLAHABAD MUSEUM 

S.R. TRIP AT fit 


r 


Though the museum came into being in 1931, yet the 
work of collecting coins was begun fa the year 1934. in the 
initial stage, uncleaned coins were simply collected from 
different ancient sites of the State and dumped in the store. 
No effort was made to clean, identify and catalogue them in 
a scientific way due to lack of appropriate technical band. 
Itie Status quo was main Sained upto 1943 when a whole time 
curator was appointed for the proper upkeep of the museum 
antiquities. Since then, considerable progress in proper 
cataloguing and identification of cabs bus been made, and an 
appropriate report about them is possible. Categories of gold 
silver a ad copper coins in this museum are enumerated 


Gold Coins 

. MlMWm coin cabinet possesses only 34 gold coins. These 

E5 W*** the kings ol KusbSpa. Gnpt,. medieval and 

S c hU i 7 d r naS ! ieS ' - In 'f 1S “‘W- thcre arc 5 Kushaua 
coins, 17 Gupta corns, 4 medieval coins, one small south 

Indian com and 7 Mughal medals and coins in aiJ. The 
details and types of above-mentioned coins are as below i 

Coin* $f r iupia Dy nitty 

1- One coin of ChamJragupta I (Kbg-and-Quecn standing}. 

2. Four coins of Sftmiidrugiiptfl, 

% B“y£T M Archer type 

One coin of Kgcha 
Sin coins of Chandrugupta II 

(a) Lion-slayer type-one (b) Archer type—three 
(c) Chita tr a type—two, 

One coin of Kunaarogupta t Horseman typo. 

One coin of Skandagupta, Archer type. 

One coin of Prakasaditya. Horseman type. 

One coin of Pnrugupta. 

M‘ H- ivif Ceiw 

I. Two debased gold coins of Sri Govbdnchandra Deva 
*» ii pj » &rl Gangeya Deva 


3. 

4. 


5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 


T 


f 


V A 


if 
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Mughal coins include the coins of Sbabjehan, Shah Alum, 
Mubarak Shah, along with some medals o( various types. 

There is one south Indian gold coin having the god 
Venkatesvnra and bis two wives standing on the obverse. 
Reverse side is granulated. 

Silver Coins 

There are 375 silver punch-marked coins of different 
varieties and sizes. Out of them, three coins are of long and 
thick variety generally called bar type, while there is one 
cup-shaped punch-marked coin in this collection. A few 
Kshutrapa coins are uLo represented here but they arc not 
worth mention. 

Three silver coins of SkandagupLa have recently been 
added to the coin cabinet of the museum from Jhusi, an 
ancient site across the liver Gangn near Alia ha bad. T bese 
cotns bear the head of the king on the obverse, and o circular 
legend with a peacock in the centre, on the reverse. 

Besides above, about 400 silver coins of Mughal kings 
and other rulers representing chiefly Humayun, Akbnr, 
Jahangir, Shahjchnn, Aurnngzub, Shah Alain, Ahmad iaimh, 

and others have been acquired by the museum. 

Copper Coins 

The museum coin cabinet preserves 25 punch-marked 
copper coins, including five but type coins which are said to 
be of rare variety. In addition, there are about 350 unins- 
crihcd and inscribed coins of different dynasties and rulers 
beginning from 3rd cent. B.C. to Glh cent, A.D, Among these 
there are some very rare and unpublished varieties which 
may reveal names of entirely new rulers in the region of thtii 
provenance. These above-mentioned coins represent the 
following varieties, dynasties and rulers. 

1, Uni ascribed and inscribed cast copper coins of Kausambi 

and Ahichchhatra of Mitra dynasty and other niters. 

2, Coins of tribal rulers from Ahichchhatra. 

3, KushSna copper coins from Kausambi end Mathura. 

4, Copper coins of Gupta dynasty from Kausambi and 

Ahichchhatra, , 

5, Muhammadan coins from Kausambi and Jhnsj. 

It would not be out of place to describe some important 
specimens of the collection so as t ■» give ready reference to_ the 
scholars. The museum preserves several varieties of Kausambi 
coins of Lanky bull typo of small as well as large size, 
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There are still more varieties of tmmscribed cast coins * 

but they cannot be described here in detail. To come to 
inscribed cast coins s only four specimens of Kausimbl coins 
baying the legend were known so f nr ; one in the 

British Museum, London published by Allan 1 * second in 
Indian Museum* Calcutta, third in the possession of Shrinath 
Shah of Varanasi and fourth in the State Museum^ Lucknow,* 

The fi[th specimen is preserved in this museum* but it 
does not show all the symbols found on Lhe above- 
mentioned 4 coins. It has only the Ujjaiui symbol 
above the legend ka&nl. Elephants, Jayadhwajct and other 
symbols are missing* its reverse side is completely obliterated. 

Another peculiarity lies in its legend* Former four coins 
have if while the present one has i?J. In this respect the 
coin proves to be unique* It can be presumed that the present 
specimen is cast from a different mould. Other inscribed 
coins of KnuscfmbL PaHcb&L Mathura* and Ayodhya rulers 
are as below ; Agnimitra* Brihasp&timitra* Varan ami tr a, 

Bkiitiumt Lm t Surynmitm, Indrnmifra* AryamiUa, VisSkka- 
deva f Satyamftra, PurushndaUn t RSmadutta etc. and many 
others. Besides, some coins having peculiar legends as 
KwJdrika t vtmvfy ltota 7 and i&twt are a bo preserved here. Coins 
of Rnjno Ravuna, Harigupta, M&lva coins oF Sstkarni, coins 
of Achy itta with portrait on one side, and one coin of 
Eamagupta also form part of this collection. One com 
of Chandrngupta II resembling the Archer type of his gold 
issues is recently acquired from Kau&Smbl. Only one 
specimen of this type was known to A. S. Altekar from JASB t 
1933, No. 12* which he has described in his iht 

Gupta Empire} Along with above* some Ujjaini coins from 
Eran loo have been acquired. 

We have also acquired a clay irould of punch-marked 
coin from Jhusi and another from Knusambl. One terracotta 
mould of Lhe silver coin of Cbnndragupta II also has recently 
been acquired from Jhusi. It contains the head of the king 
on the obverse and a circular legend with jraru/a in the centre 
on the reverse side. 


L ItMi \ Ancient India. Introduction, pp. \eviii fc stciK. 

2 . /AW/, XI, pt. I, pp, 1041 . 

3 . pp + 157-58 pH* XVI, .no, 12 ), 
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HISTORY OF THE COIN-COLLECTION IN THE 
ANDHRA PRADESH GOVERNMENT MUSEUM 

N. R AMES AN 

The Government ol Hyderabad created an Archaeological 
Department for tbc State in the year 1914 A* D., and Dr. 
Yazdani was appointed as its first Superintendent. Within 
a few years of taking charge, he feit the need for a good 
museum for Hyderabad which was one of the premier States 
of the Country. Originally the chief feature of the museum 
was designed to be its economic side and it was conceived that 
in addition 10 the artistic pieces, the crafts and industry 
of the State roust also be exhibited. A scheme on these lines 
was prepared in the year 1916-17 mid Shri T. Srtnivus was 
appointed as the first Curator of the Hyderabad Museum- 
He was deputed for a period of six months to visit and study 
the work of museums in the other parts of the country. A 
proper building for tlie Museum was found to be a stne-qun- 
non and gradually the Museum with the Ajatitlm pavilion on 
the public gardens of Hyderabad, Came to be established 
in the Department of Archaeology. In receiit years, a 
building called the Khajana building which was part of the 
Sarf-e-Khas of H E. H. the Nizam was also released and 
this also houses some sculptures. A new pavilion called the 
Yeleswaratti pavilion bus been built within the compound 
of the office of tbc Director of Archaeology, Hyderabad and 
this houses some very important antiquities and coins. 

The coin collection in the Hyderabad Museum is one of 
tbe best in the country. The total number of coins exceeds 
3,50,000, and almost' all the periods of Indian history arc 
represented here Particular mention may he made of the fact 
fhnt large hoards of coins of the Andhra kings of practically 
every dynasty nre available. 

In the year 1960-61, three catalogues of the coins tn the 
Hyderabad Museum were published, with the generous 
financial assistance by tbc Government of India. These 
catalogues me; (1) Ptutefl-nvtr&itf CViai in (h‘ Gottitn' uctU Muttum, 
1 Tgdxubid by P. L. Gupta, {2) C'atdojue of (lie Xritavaftani Coin* 
by M. Rama Kao, and (3) of the (Jriinii A Aim 

Coin* by Abdul Wall Khan. The catalogue on the Qutub 
Shiihi coins is a very important addition to the science 
of numismatics ns almost all tlic Qutub Slmlti coins are 

5d 
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represented in this catalogue. In the year 1961-62,. it is 
proposed to- bring out catalogues oi l kshvJLku, Western 
Ksbatrapa, Vishnu kundin, Eastern Chalukyn and Vijaya- 
nagar coins and also a catalogue of the Daharnani and 
Mughal coins in the cabinet of the Hyderabad Museum. This 
will complete the entire corpus of coins in Andhra Pradesh, 
from the earliest days to the modern times. 

The coins were acquired in the Hyderabad Museum 
mainly from the treasure troves, though some rare specimens 
were also purchased from private collectors. There were 
also some transfers From other museums. In the year 1918-19 
A.D., 605 silver coins and lHI copper coins of Baclrian 
and ludo-Greek kings, Indo-Pnrlbian <lytrusties, KushSna 
kings, Western Satraps, Sassonian dynasty, early kings of 
Delhi and their contemporaries, Mughal kings and Asafjnlii 
dynasty were acquired. 

Matty coins were presented bv the Durbars and museums 
of the other parts of the country, for example, in the year 1922, 
6 coins were presented by the Jodhpur Durbar, 16 by Bikaner 
Durbar, 19 by Madras Government, 4 by Madras Museum, 57 
by Lucknow Museum, 63 by U. P. Government, 393 by 
H.E.H. the Nizam end 46 by the Central Treasury of H.E.H, 
the Nizam. In the same year, nearly 2730 coins were 
acquired as treasure troves and 1925 were purchased. This 
was one of the largest purchases made by the Hyderabad 
Museum. 

There are some coins of rare Mughal mints, which can 
be gleaned from the collection in the Hyderabad Museum, 
as for example, a rupee of Auritngzeb in which the lined year 
is clearly mentioned as 1100. The regnal year is 32 and 
the mint name Sikakill which has been identified ns Sri* 
knknlam of the present Andhra Pradesh. Similarly, there 
is a coin of Muhd. Shah from the Bnnknpnr mint. Coins of 
this mint are quite rare and the coin of Mohd, Shah is 
absolutely new. Similarly Mohd. Shah of Nusrulabnd coins 
w<re unknown till they were acquired by the Hyderabad 
Museum. 

Many PdJnnmTitfoii of the Yadava kings of Devngin viz. 
Singhana II and his (wo grandsons Krishna-Kan barn and 
Mnhnileva have all been brought to the Hyderabad Museum 
ns treasure troves. A gold coin of Mohd. Ad51 Shah is a 
rare nnd unique one. This was acquired in 1923 from the 
Central Treasury of Hyderabad. 

During the year 3926, about 40 silver coins of the 
Western Cbalukyas were acquired as treasure trove. 
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These have nrrnAir (boar) symbol in tbe middle, the other 
symbol being the lotus syllable [J?ri> in the old Telugu- 
Kanmida script. The names of the kings who issued them 
are also found) as for example, Rayagajnkesari, Dayagajia- 
kesart, etc. 

During the same year, a very significant hoard ql 
inscribed Eastern Chnlukyun coins was discovered. The 
cobs have an inscription of I'tiAaniiJ SiJilhi, the brother of 
Puiukesin II. In some cuius, the word obviously 

referring to tbe word utyAiruyi, is also found. 

The most significant addition to the coin cabinet of the 
Museum was in 1919, when a largo hoard of punch-marked 
coins was found at Knrinuiugar, In addition, several other 
hoards of the punch-marked coins have been acquired and 
all these have been scientifically catalogued. 

Tbe excavations conducted by the Department of 
Archeology nt Ron da pur, an ancient Sat av alia mi site, have 
brought to light several interesting coin hoards, At 
Fcdubankur which is also a SltavShuna site, u large hoard 
ol coins has been unearthed. The Sata vidiaua coin hoard 
will run to the order of nearly 40,060. There is one very 
important coin of this dynasty which is published as No. 1 
la the Catalogue of the Sotiraham Coin* in the Andhra /VivdciA 
Government Mntcwn, which establishes that the Satavlbana 
rule starLcd from Tdengana area of Andhra Pradesh. 

Of the recent additions to the Museum, three important 
boards deserve mention. In 1953, a treasure trove of nearly 
S,Q0G silver punch-marked coins was unearthed near 
Airmravnti, Guntur District, which after the creation of 
Andhra Pradesh found its way to the cabinet oE the Hydera¬ 
bad Museum, It is now under study by Dr. P. L, Gupta and 
a special catalogue of this hoard is expected to he published 
during the course of this year. A cursory examination has 
revealed that there arc nearly 50 very important corns in this 
hoard. 

The next important hoard is the Nalgondn hoard of 
nearly -1,500 copper coins which seem to belong to the Eastern 
Chnlukyan dynasty. Many of these are inscribed with several 
names and in several scripts. These coins ate also under 
study by Dr. M, Rama Rao, and a special Catalogue of those 
also is likely to be published this year. 

There is another hoard of nearly COG excellently preserved 
coins belonging to the Vishnukunelin dynasty, who are one of 
the very early Andhra line of kings, and the provenance of 
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the coins, and the recurrence oE the lion symbol on this board 
as well ns on tbe Eastern Cbalukyan hoard are very signi* 
ficant. A catalogue on this by Dr* M. Kama Rao will also 
be published ihh ycetr. 

In addition to the above boards, u board of nearly J ,000 
silver Roman coins was discovered in Nalgonda in 1 959 and 
these are very important since Roman corns in such large 
numbers are rare and unique. 

Also, a board of nearly 300 coins of the Western 
Ksbntrapas was yncatLheJ ni lYthirivarijmlcm ici Guntur 
District of Andhra Pradesh. In addition* about 250 lkskvaku 
coins were also unearthed near Gogole in Guntur District. 

The excavations at Ydeswaram have thrown out im¬ 
portant coins, though not in large numbers p including a well 
preserved Roman gold coim 


THE COLLECTION OF INDIAN COINS IN ASHMOLEAN 
MUSEUM, OXFORD 
HELEN MITCHELL 

The Heberilen Coin Room of the Ashmoicfl.il Museum, 
Oxford 1ms since 1031 housed lhe combined collections of the 
University, to which have been added the collections formed 
by various colleges and now deposited on permanent loan. 
Before 1921, the main University collection was kept in the 
Bodleian Library, being referred to in publications as the 
Bodleian Collection, Coins acquired by the Asil mole mi 
Museum itself from its foundation in IG83 do not* in the 
case of Indian coins* constitute a great uumber : they were 
deposited in the Bodleian from iSbO until they returned to 
the Ash mole an in 1921. 

The nucleus of the Bodleian cabinet was the choice 
collection made in India during the early nineteenth century 
by J, B, Elliott* and preseniL-l to the Bodleian in 1359 : a 
colLclion notable for its wide range 0500 coins representative 
of almost all the Indian series) and high quality. To this 
were added other donations and a few purchases. In 1838 
Stanley Lane-Poole published his C*Ld<>gu? &f the 3fuh$mm%dfon 
Coin « praterutd in the Bodhim LV*rttry t and in the NumimMio 
Chronicle (l£9l) E. J, Lapse a listed all the Gupta coins in the 
Bodley cabinet at that time in his ''Notes on Gupta Goins/ 1 

Of the college collections the most notable, so far us 
Indian coins are concerned, are the Chris L Church* Sl Jobn + s 
College and* to a lesser degree, Corpus Christi College cabinets* 
The Oriental collection in the Christ Church cabinet appears 
to have owed its formation to Dr. Richard Browne, who died 
in I76G : certainly the greater part of the collection was 
assembled in the eighteenth century. 

After the foundation of the Heberden Coin Room and the 
amalgamation of the various collections, the coins* together 
with manuscript records and a numismatic library, have been 
readily accessible to students. Recent years have seen a 
remarkable growth in the Indian scries. Of especial note 
was the munificent gift (1956 ~S) by Dr. H» E. Stapleton of his 
flue collection : his coins of the Sultans of Bengal and the 
kings of Assam are particularly deserving of mention- In 
1934, a most useful gift of ovtr 1650 corns, mostly copper* 
was made by T. B. Harwood b An annual grant from the 
University now allows a programme of consolidation and 
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i be carried out. Among recent notable purchases 
was the major part of Mr. A. Masters collection, which has 

markedly strengthened the Museum’s representation of the 

Sultans of Gujarat and the Mughal Emperors. 

Ancient India j punch-marked 157 

un inscribed cast 65 

Tribal (Ayodbya 18, Knusanibi Id, 

Krmindu 8 , Mulnvn 214, Mat hum 21, TanciiL 38, 

Taxi la 36, Ujjam 38, Vntasvnka 1 , Yaudbeya 7} 594 

Uncttia & Indo-G reek 531 

Indo-Scytbian 328 

ludo-Farthian 68 

lvugb^ria 399 

Kushaiio-Sassanian 34 

Gupta 115 

Western Satraps 130 

Hun as 66 

Kashmir 209 

Gadhiya 40 

Hindu Kings of Obi nil 89 

\Y. Cliedi 5, Jejakabukbtt I, Tornars ), Naiwar 15, 

Kanauj 13, Ajmer & Delhi 4, Orissa 2, Vijnyanugur 74S 

Sultans of Delhi 606 

Governors & Kings of Bengal 372 

Nizam Shahs of Ahmaduagar 4 

Adi! Shahs of Bijapur (larinsj 5 

Qtilb Shahs of Golcondu 3 

Stilt a us of Kashmir 29 

„ „ Jauopur 102 

„ u Gujarat 401 

„ ,, Malava 69 

Bah man is of Gulbarga 73 

Mughal Emperors 836 

Ahiuadnhad: post-Mughal 39 

jVofirc Stain: (Awftdh 63, Mysore (03, Baroda 154, 
Bhaunagur 5 , Cambuy 10 , Chhota Udaipur 2 , 
Junagarh 8 , Kolhapur 1 , Kulch 46, Luuavaju 5, 

N a warn agar 48, Kadbanpur 16, Porbandar 2, 
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Saturn S, Bhar&tpur 1, Bikaner 11, Bundi 17, 
Dimgarpur 4, Jaipur 36. Jaisntmur 3, Jodhpur 21, 
Kisbungurh >, Kucimwan 1, Me war £6, Purtabgnrh 10. 

Took i, Bhopal 27, Srinagar in Buijdelkhand 4, 
Dewns 9, Gwalior 33, Bujranggflrh 27, Narwar 3, 
Hyderabad 30, Indore 26, Rewah 1, Ravasbnagflr 
Sag nr 1) 761 

Maidive Islands 82 

Ceylon : (Early kings 73, under Portuguese l, Dutch 

E.LC. 8, under British 125, Independent state 4) 219 

East India Company 243 

French India 15 

Portuguese India 23 

Trancobar 5 

British India 245 

Republic of India ? 

Pakistan 9 

Assam ■ ^68 

Nepal 95 

Tibet 45 

Jnyantapura ? 

Tippcrnh 25 

Arakan 

Bhutan 5 

Cham pa ran ^ 

Koch 

Manipur ^ 

Pegu ® 


THE COIN.COLLECTION OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY 

J. N. BANERJEA 




The Asiatic Society was founded in 17S4 by iho 
distinguished Orientalist Sir William Jones during the 
Gu ver nor-G c tieralship of Warren Huntings, The need for a 
museum of its own w:is felt as early as ]79£v, and a modest 
beginning in this respect was made in 18 H, in February of 
that year, the Society recorded its desire to form a nu.eetim 
■for the reception of all articles that may tend to illustrate 
Oriental manners and history, or to elucidate the peculiarities 
of nature or art in the East 1 , Among the various heads under 
which the auLLgrities nf the Asiatic: Society invited contii* 
bultous from its members and others, coins formed an 
important item. It seems that its collection of coins started 
soon after* and ancient and medieval coins not only of India 
but a ho of a few other counties of she woild came to find 
their way to its cabinet* 

James Frinscp h then shortly to succeed H H Wilson ts 
the Secretary of the Asiatic Society* referred to !he contents 
of the Asiatic Society's small collection in his article published 
in the first volume ol the newly started JeufiiaJ vf the Aiintio 
Sodttrf of Bengal (1833), The coin-collection wus comparatively 
poor and th^re was no proper record of the exact localities In 
which the coins were found* tnul even the names of the parties 
who presented them to the Society were not always mentioned. 
Prin&ep deprecated the usual practice of the British cotleciors 
■to carry their spoil to England where their coins were 
swallowed up and lost among the immense profusion of 
similar objects in the public and private cabinets of European 
antiquarians** This was according t * him not always in the 
best interest of autiquatian research* He also referred in ibis 
connection to the extensive collection of Major Toil f which 
was not really lost to India, for it crime back to the Society 
■more valuable than before, through the plates and notes in 
elucidation of them published in the Royal Astatic Society's 
Transact tons' (JASB p Vat. I, 1832), 

In one of the latest volumes of the 
{VoL XVII) published earlier in the same year, II. If. Wilson, 
the Secretary of the Asiatic Society nt that time,wrote an 
elaborate article entitled "Description of Select Coins from 
Originals or drawings in the possession of the Asiatic Society 1 . 
In Its introductory portion, Wilson referred to the chief 
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collections made in India. These were made by Col. 
Willoughby, Seymouri Dr. R. Tytler, Col- Mackenzie and 
others, and consisted generally of Muhammadan coins and 
ancient Roman coins ; the one by Mackenzie comprising % 
few curious Hindu coins,, a vast number of copper coins ol 
South India, many modern, some ancient, including Roman 
coins dug up chiefly at DipaldLnna and Amurlivatf* Most of 
lh(±oe collections that were made in India were scut out of 
the country, the bullc of the last rnu.de by Mackenzie finding 
their way to the Museum of the India House* London, 
Wil=oii t however, recorded that through the Liberality of the 
Government of Bengal Hhe duplicates of such as existed in any 
number of the Mackenzie collection were presented to the 
cabinet of the Society*. These duplicates formed the chief 
nucleus of the Asiatic Society's collection which was very 
slowly enlarged by presentation and purchase. Among the 
coins desci ibed by Wibon {he was helped in this task by 
James Prhiscp) were some belonging to hath of them* A 
glance at the coins reproduced in Piute I accompanying the 
cuticle shows that among them were gold coins of the Imp trial 
KushSnus tKamshka, Huviahka and Vasuicva), some of the 
later and the Kid an KushSnas. several Gupta gold coins (of 
Snmudrngupto, Chandragupta II, Skandaguplu and Ihakasa- 
ditya). Wilson suspected even so early that some of the 
coins especially forming part of Mackenzie's cabinet were 
recently fabricated, for their appearance showed that “they 
were probably multiplied at CoL Mnckeime** expense from 
some common original which he considered ol great curiosity * 

No catalogue in any fcinn was, however, made of the 
Society's cabinet at that lime, though Us necessity was felt 
by the numbers from even an earlier period. A little snoie 
than a decade after the publication of W d-ons article mem 
tidied above, H. Ruer, the then Society's Librarian, prepared 
a rough catalogue nf the coins in its collection*^ which was 
published in its Journal ml Pfo&y dings in J81.5 (Part ! f 
pp B 133-5fij. This shows that the Society's cabinet contained 
at that time a large number of copper coins La few only in 
silver) of the Roman emperor* bom Augustus down m tlm 
destruction of the occidental empire* a few Greek, In do' 
Greek atul liido-Scythic and other coins L = ut Roar lightly 
felt that the enlargement of the collection of the Roman 
Airies had no direct connection with I he avowed pm po^es 
of the Society, and 4 the collection of the lndo-Greqian, luidp- 
Scytbiaii and Hindoo coins, in which the cabinet is 
dehcjcni, their number amounting only to 116 specimens most 
of which arc moreover duplicates, and their legends, types* 
plCt generally effaced, should be enlarged* lie pad She 
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historical sense to observe also that ‘the coins of the ancient 
Hindoo kings allied by their coins to the Greeks nnrl their 
successors would be of great value in supplying the Urge 
blank of historical account, from Asokn to the M a homed an 
conquest' (ibid., p. 135). It is interesting to observe in this 
connection that this learned Librarian of the Asiatic Society 
had realised, though imperfectly, even at that early age the 
importance of Numismatics as one of Lhe valuable sources for 
historical studies nnd reconstruction* 

The Society suffered a grievous loss shortly afterwards, 
when all the more intrinsically valuable coins in its collection 
were stolen in 1844. Freeling gave a description of the collec¬ 
tion in its depleted stale in the Journal nnd Prvmdfag* 0 / the 
tfocirfy, 1857 (pp. 234-38). A perusal of this note leaves little 
doubt that inspite of the aforesaid vicissitude, the collection 
Continued to be slowly and steadily built up. There were 
undoubtedly many duplicates and some worthless coins, but 
good and interesting coins among them were also not Wanting. 
Freeling like Rocr was surprised at the variety ol the Roman 
and Norwegian coins which were, according to him, ‘far lhe 
largest and most perfect of any'. There were, however, many 
Indian copper and lead coins, but most of them were un¬ 
identifiable at that time because of their very imperfect con¬ 
dition, Freeling, it is interesting to note, emphasised on the 
proper record of their fitidspots to be sent vvhun their respective 
donors were presenting such coins to the Society. Mention 
may also be made ol a large number of silver punch-marked 
coins, the cast square copper corns, the cock and bull 
series of copper coins (presented by Captain Hayes,— 
evidently these are the die-^trrtck Mitra coins of AyodhyS;, 
silver ludo-Greck coins (a drachma of Demetrius, a he mi- 
drachma of Zorins, 2 of Hetmucus, 1 of Dionysius and 
5 of Menander) and a few copper coins belonging to tfie same 
seties. It is natural that Freeling should complain that the 
‘Jndo-Kactrian Scries, is the worst represented of any in this 
collection. The Iiido-Scy:hiuu gold (Kushapu), the Parthian and 
Greek were also poorly represented, but in the Roman coins 
the Society was peculiarly rich’. There was a considerable 
number of Gupta coins, but there were many duplicates, nnd 
some Jaler imitations- These were in gold, copper and silver. 
Of great interest are some gold coins allied to this set which 
were found nt Jessoie and presented by F. L. Beaufort to 
the Society. These were evidently the coins of the Muhnm- 
mudpur find described by Allan in his Cntdogus, pp. cxxvii, 
149-50, ami plate XXIV, figs, 4-5. The Society's collection 
was enriched by the presen tat dm of a quantity of large nnd 
small Arracao coins, 'very curious and quite unlike any other 
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Indian coinage by T, Oldbcim in 1S36. There was a fairly 
representative quota of Muhammadan coins in the cabinet, 
they being divisible into those *ul the Piithaus of I>dbi f the 
Pallia ns of Bengal, the Moguls, nnd the coins of Ghaznij 
Kh war i sm* etc/* 

The authorities of the Society, however, appear to have 
been on the lock out for retrieving the loss it sustained by 
theft of a good many of its valuable coins. An opportunity 
for doing this presented itself when the magnificent and 
represent a Live collection of Col. Stacy was offered for sale 
in 1856. They decided to purchase the entire set, and Edward 
Thomas was entrusUd with the task of preparing a priced 
catalogue of it which was published in JASB t lb5S (pp. 25 T 
60)> The price fixed was yearly Rs. 4LOOwhich was made 
up by the Society's contribution of Rs. I200f- and the subs* 
cription5 of many of its members* As a result of tlie earnest 
effort of it nnd its interested members the fine collection was 
acquired for its cabinet early in IS59- 

It will be of interest here to give a rough idea about 
the nature of Stircy collection. Thomas's account shows 
that there were numerous gold, silver and copper coins of 
Greek, Indo-Greek., Saka-Ffihluvsp Parthian, kiistlyHj 
Sossniiian and different other varieties. This collection also 
included some local and tribal coins of ancient India, several 
gold, silver and copper coins of the Guptas, those struck by 
the Hindu kings of Ohmd and n fairly good number of 
different varieties of Muhammadan coins. The summary 
appended to Thomas’s inventory is worth quoting : 



9dd 

Silver 

Copper 

Greek, etc. 

— 

35 2 

1,197 

Hindu **■ 

70 

5S6 

],;os 

{This evidently includes the money 
of the alien rulers of India, before 
the Muhammadan conquest.) 


627 

1,585 

Muhammadan 

31 

Miscellaneous 

— 

277 

3S4 

Total coins 

101 

1,842 

4,384 


The Society really made a bargain in securing such a 
splendid collection oE as many us 6327 pieces of different 
varieties ot coins at n price which was a little k&s than 
Es* 4000/*- Thomas's exact figure is Rs, 3,96Ob, which 
even in those days of high value of the rupee was undoubtedly 
a modest sum which tbc Society paid for the enrichment 
of its depleted collection. 
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Since the acquisition of the Stacy collection early in 
1859, the accession of coins by the Society’s cabinet was not 
very numerous, its main source consisting chkfly of treasure 
trove presented by the India Government, supplemented by 
gifts from private persons (some of them being its own 
members), and by occasioned purchase. Dr. Rajcndra Lai 
Mitra in his account of the History of the Society printed in 
the CenttnaTjf Jicciew of tht Jiiutie Society of Benyai published 
in 1833 quotes the following about its coin collection : ‘It 
is particularly rich in Delhi Putbans ami Bengal Pa (bans, 
also in the later lluctrums, ludo-Scylithns, Guptas, and the 
various sorts of ancient Hindu and Buddhist coins. It might 
bo more complete in the Delhi Moghuls; but it is most 
defective in the provincial Muhammadan coinages of Mnluvu, 
Gujarat, Jounpur, etc-, also in some of the more ancient 
classes, ns the Saurushtrinn and Snssnniun coins- A small 
collection of Roman coins in gold was obtained from General 
Cubbon some years ago- They are of peculiar interest as 
coming from n trove discovered in the Madras Presidency. 
Among the copter, lend and inferior coins genet ally there 
are a very large number of duplicates- On the other hand, 
there are also in the Society’s collection a few coins which 
are unique, and a not inconsiderable number which are more 
or less rare,' 

Sometime after the acquisition of the Stacy collection 
of Lite Society, the numerous varieties of archaeological and 
other treasures collected by the Asiatic Society were transfer¬ 
red to the newly opened Indian Museum under Act XVH 
and Act XXII of 1865-76 of the Legislative Council. V.A. 
Smith writes in she General Introduction to the Catalogue of 
Coin* in the Indian Mu««uiii, Vol. I (published in I f J06), that 
coins belonging to the Asiatic Society of Bengal, although 
now deposited in the Indian Museum, att still the property of 
of the Society, and the Act XXII of 1876 require* them to Lc kept 
and preserved in the Mime tan with such mark* and numbers at 
tn >y he necettttry for their identification {it diet arc min*} p, XVI). 
This observation of Smith explains why such a large number 
among the coins catalogued in the three volumes of Lbe 
Catalogue of Vain* in the Indian Mmatm (VoL 1, by Smith 
himself, Vais. IE and III by Nelson Wright) bears the 
distinctive mark ‘A. S. B,‘, 

This is in short the history of the Asiatic Society’s coin* 
collection. This learned body was one of the pioneers in 
this matter, and it was possible for it to be so for it had 
among its members and persons associated with it such 
eminent scholars and Indologists like H. H. Wilson, James 
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Prinsep, Alexander Cunningham, Edward Tho ““? “"“L,* 

[lost of others Who took special interest m systematic numts- 

malic studies, The Society even now has some coins in 
its own cabinet in its premises* A catalogue of the pre- 
Muslim Section of this residual collection was prepared 
b?£ of Us former Research FdWs* Efforts are being 
made to have the Muhammadan Section of its cabinet 
catalogued. When the respective catalogues arc published, 
they may bo of some use to the students of numismatic*. 


EARLY INDIGENOUS COINS OF INDIA IN THE 
COLLECTION OF THE ASUTOSH MUSEUM 

CiUTTAftANJh ROY CHOUDHURY 

[Plate XVtf 

The coin cabinet of Lhe Asutosh Museum, Calcutta 
University, is now fairly rich and representative of the early 
indigenous coins of India, acquired mainly through excavations, 
explorations and collection since its foundation in 1937, 
Apart from the coins of common and rare types, the collection 
includes large number of coins which exhibit several oh 
together unknown types of great, numismatic interest. Already 
I have been entrusted with the preparation of n comprehensive 
catalogue of the coins, and would consider it essential to give 
a brief critical account of them to the scholars, that will 
comprise only of the coins from the earliest period down la 
about 100 B. C. This is sure to draw their attention on the 
vital aspects of the new types that will prove immensely 
helpful in the correct appraisement of the value of the coins 
in the Museum. 

Among the earliest known indigenous coins in the 
Museum, mention may be made, first, of the four specimens 
of single type silver money, commonly known as beut-Lars 
(PL XVI. 1, 1*2). They were collected as early as 19-10, and 
the provenance is recorded us the vicinity of the Blur mound, 
the earliest city site of undent Tasiia, where, aud in its 
tie. irons, they arc mainly found. The coins have justifiably 
been described as early single type silver, and distinguished 
from the well-known punch-marked series because, they are 
Stamped only by a single type of mark. 1 

The Museum specimens are well-preserved, and of them 
two varieties are to be distinguished. Var. a consists of the 
common large* coins, conforming about 178 grains each, 
stamped with mark la (PI. XVI- IB) on either end ol concave 
obverse, and counter marked by lb (PL XVI, IB) in the centre. 
The coins of var. I are smaller in size, and very rare, only 
two more specimens being known from the British Museum.’ 
These are stamped with maik 2 (PJ, XVI- IB), a variant of la, 
and belong to a lower denomination. 

1, J. Allan, Cattdotjva of (Joins of Annetit India f« tU 
British Museum, pp. XV-XVII. 

J* Allan, op. cit,, p« 2, nos, PL 1, (-5, 
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The characteristics c£ the bent-bars have been discussed 
at length by several scholars, 1 We get no assistance from 
literature of reference or the date of these coins* But front 
their provenance the bent-bars appear to have been among the 
curliest coins of India, and along with a few other silver 
types, were current In parts of North and North-\Vest India 
for a time before Liie end ct the fourth century B, C. 


Another interesting series of early single type stiver 
currency is suggested by five very sin all, round silver coins in 
the Museum (PL XVI 1, 3-4). the provenance of these coins 
also is one oE the early sites of ancient Tusilu, Each of them 
approximates '20 inch, and weighs about 3-50 gm ins* Ihe 
minute coins are neatly stumped by mark 3 (PI, XVI IB) on 
one side, and bhmk on the reverse. Their method o£ manu¬ 
facture is apparent—small globules oE metal stamped by 
hammer and anvil process. But due to the tiny size of the 
coins, only a portion of the mark app'-iits on the flan* ifeverul 
variants of the mark also may be distinguished. 

A few small silver coins of similar type and fabric, found 
from IL P, and aE Tiiatbari iM-P i. are now in the British 
Museum 1 , and seventy-nine more of them arc also known from 
the Bhir mound hoard of 1924* The fact that this senes 
of small coins bents Ibe six-armed mark characteristic of use 
punch-mark-id type, has led scholars to attribute them to 
coinage. 1 * But unlike the bent-bars these are also 
stumped by a single type of mark, and therefore, may con¬ 
veniently be linked with \hi various early single type stivers* 
The findspols of these coins* however, suggest that they had a 
wider circulation lhan the bent-burs from TaxUa. 

The coins represent the lightest and smallest^ among the 
silver coins of ancient India known so far. A“jnf'iti*writers 
and some ancient texts seem to lay down the ma$n<* 3 weighing 
two tuftfr, being equivalent to 3 6b grains troy, as the^ lowest 
unit or from of some type of indigenous silver corns. 1 be 
present type of coins resembles no less in weight and size wnli 
the ntiEifru* but they difFtr much in type and technique ns 
well, so that a connection, ns suggested by Walsh? is very 


1. 


2, 

3. 

4 , 

5 , 

6 . 


J, Allan, op. cU- pp. XVl-XVli i E. ll.G* W^dsfo 

J Itmoir* of th* AreAw4t»»ttya*t™Q£3r °f 5'J, 

up. 2-3 ; G M. Young, Anctetti IntiU< No 1, pp, 27-32. 

J f Allan. op.ch.p pp. L1L LXIX. 2S6-7. PL X\T + US^19. 

Afirh 1924-25, pp. 47-4$. . 

J. Allan, op, clt., pp LX X ; E- I I. C* Wabh, op **hi p* 

L. l>. Barnett, Anti^uitks of India> p* 207; Art/m 
translated bv R m Shamasustry, p. 127. 

E. IT C. Walsh, op. (St,, p. 3, 
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doubtful. While it is difficult to find their reference in 
literature, the general type of the coins and their association 
with the bent-bars and punch-marked coins suggest a date not 
later than the fourth century B. C. 

The large number of punch-marked coins, comprising 
silver, billon and copper, in tbc collection of the Museum, 
have represented the accumulation of about 25 years. Apart 
from a few that arc collected from different ancient sites 
pf India, the majority of them have been acquired either 
through explorations or from stratified layers in the process 
of archaeological diggings at Buugarh and Chandraketugarb, 
Bengal, 1 The collection seems on the whole to be n 
representative one, as the known published specimens are 
well represented. But thsre are some specimens of billon 
and copper that are known for rbe first time only from tbc 
Museum specimens, and exhibit unique types. 

Of the punch-marked silver coins, not to speak of the 
common varieties, there aie sixteen double-obverse pieces, 
against ^ixlyfivc already known from the Bhir mound hoard 
of 1924, in an excellent state of preservation (Pi- XVI- I- 5r6). 
The theory that the variety represents an older coinage, 
subsequently rest a roped, is least convincing,’ The remarkable 
feature about the punch-marked scries, and of the double- 
obverse coins too, is that, irrespective of their thick or thin 
fabric, they show no signs of evolution, neither in the type nor 
in their technique. The double-obverse coins appear to be 
proof-pieces, struck immediately preceding the minting of 
more than one variety of coins at a time, and accepted jn 
the circulation as well. 

The b’llon coins are of neat and fine fabric, and bear 
a group of three marks on the obverse, and blank on the 
reverse. Of them both round and square shapes may be 
distinguished, and approximate the same weight as that of 
the silver type. The very fact that they bear only three 
marks on them, as also the group which they constitute, is 
interesting. The most unique nt the varieties ibat ropy be 
distinguished from the coins has, on the obverse, marks 3, 
4 and 5 (PL XVI. I. B). It consists of seven coins, recovered 
one, during Lhe excavations nt Bangarb, and the rest nt 
Chandrnketngnrh (PI. XVI-1- 7-fi). a Mark 4 ,mny convenient- 

1. tv, G, Gnswnmi, J£teara(ioi\a at Jianpur/t UP3841), p. 31. 
FI. XXIV ; Indian ArdiitolOffy— A Itiviiie, 1956-7, p. 30; 
1957-8, p. 51; 1958*9, P . 56; 1959 CO, p. 51. 

2. li.H.C. Walsh, op, dt„ p. 

3. K. G. Goswamij, op, cit., p. 31; Indian Arsh'jtalogy — 
A Kirin*, 1957-58, p, 51. 
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ly be identified as the representation of ft ship, which is, 
however, mistaken ns a 'bag'. 1 It is si»gte4eckcd, the rear 
part of which delineates the form of that of a dolphin, with 
a full treatment of its snout in the front The form of the 
ship is evidently archaic, and unrivalled, as it has no parallel 
in the repertory of the ship-motifs of ancient India. e 
have no evidence that these and the other billon coins arc 
known from outside of Bengal or disseminated as widely as 
the silver type, and one does not expect base metal coins 
to travel far from the place of their origin. These arc then 
most likely the local coins of ancient Bengal, obvious y 
invented for fractional transactions, some of which probably 
indicative of the sea and riverine commerce of its early days. 


The collection aE twenty-one punch-marked copper coins 
in the Museum were unearthed during the excavations nt 
Chandraketugaih from the same stratum which yielded the 
stiver type. These are replicas in copper of the piincli- 
marlted Silver coins, and ate cf equally neat and fine fabric 
(PI XVI. 1,9), The type, foi the first time known from 
the present specimens is quite distinct from the heavy and 
dumpy course cqeeis in the British Museum, 1 stomped svuh n 

group of five common marks on one side and single or blank 
on the other. la weight the coins closely approximate the 
silver type, but evidently betray a lower denomination, I be 
frequent references in the old tarts to copper tenfopaKn* 
along with the silvers, probably include the punch-marked 
copper coins as well. Although, referred to in the literature, 
the wide circulation of the karthSjhitiat, and the known 
distribution of their silver counterparts, we have, n n fort min- 
tidy, no information about finds of this series of punch- 
marked coins excepting of the present specimens from Bengal, 
{□ adequate enough tor forming & compitbcDsiYc ldeo. o 

the coinage. 

The extensive collection of unmscribed cast copper coins, 
acquired mainly through archaeological methods represent 
two new series of coins* besides the coni]non varieties. I wi ll 
of them have come through the excavations ut Cbandraketu* 
garli, during the year 1960-01, from a stratum which is 
datable to about first century B. C. Series a consists of four 
coins, bearing on the obverse a galloping horse with a plain 
reverse. Their size is of the average cost copper pieces and 
weighs about 50,25 grains. The galloping-horse motif is very 
rare on early Indian coins, and only a few large punched 


1 . 

2 , 


K, G. Geswatui, op.dt,p. 31. 

j. Allan, op. ciL, pp. LXX Vtll-I.XMX. 

Xll-XlU. 


101-116. PL 
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copper pieces from Eran bear the device.* If further 
specimens arc recorded from the site, it is just possible to 
attribute the local origin of the type. The three coins of the 
scries i, of the some size ond fabric as that of the coins of 
series a, with plain reverse, has one of the most remarkable 
types in the ancient Indian coinage—an elephant, standing, 
facing within a tor ana. Apart from the symbolisms that may 
be readily recognizable from the type, the coins possibly bear 
tbe earliest numismatic reference of a secular architecture of 
ancient India, a gateway, perhaps of the fortified city of 
Chandra ketu garb, vestiges of which have already been traced 
during the excavations. 


1. J. Allan, op. clt. f pp. XCXC1. 14 M2, 1*1, XVJ1I. 7 lit U. 



THE COIN COLLECTION OF THE 3AR0DA MUSEUM 

B, l. mask ad 

I 

Gold Goins 

The coin cabinet of the Baroda Museum contains 270 
gold coins an.l medals and includes the coins of the Kush ay as, 
Guptas, Sultans of Delhi and Maiava, Mughal emperors, 
ancient nr.il medieval South Indian coins, later coins of 
Indian States aud foreign coins in chid tug Roman, By*antme, 
Arabian, as well as later coins of England, France, ESA., 
Germany and other places. 

EARLY INDIAN COINS 

The oldest set of coins in the Baroda Museum comprises 

KusbSnn coins. Of these, one belongs to Vimn Uad- 
phists (85-120 A. D), three to Huvishka (150-180), one to 
Vasudeva (135-220) and one to Vasil (ca. 200 A.D0- 

The Guuta dynasty is represesited by a Standard type 
coin of Samudragupt*. a Horseman type of ChmidrngapU II 
nud three Archer type coins of KumSniguptn. These corns 
range from 326 to -!55 A D, 

Of the early indigenous coins from the South, mention 
m&Y be made of two spherules, one of which was found from 
the Bijapur district; two early Chuhikyan coins with poaches 
and a boar; two coins with punches and the word T y ya . 
one /'udiJirttaata of the Bflxiwnsis of Tatijore and one Kndambu 
coin with lion and punches. These are of special interest, 
ns they are all found from Nctlorc. These can be assigned to 
ca, 6th-7ih centuries, 

COINS OF MEDIEVAL DYNASTIES 

The medieval dynasties of Central India nre repieseiiUd 
by one coin of Gangcyodevn of the Kalachun dynasty (101 J 
40 A.D.) of Western Chedi and two corns of the Haiheyes of 
Eastern Chedi of whidi OM helongs to Potlu-id \ ( ) 

“ndtheother ,o JaJtUoaivi t l 160-73). 
coins are from Dulahisconm in the Raipur district. 

Northern India is represented by ^ corns of two 
, .One belongs to Mkhip&I&deva ol it 

Tomara dynasty of Ajmer and the remaining eight to t e 
ibSS^py of lvanluj—six assigned to Gov.udachandra- 
deva (1112-60) and two to Priihvidevo. 
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Tiie South India end Western dynasties are represented 
to a greater extent. There are five coins of Jagadekainalla 
of the Western Chuiukya dynasty of Kalynni (1st half of 
11 Lb century} of which one is from East Khandesh ami one 
from Ncllore, One coin of the Siiahara dynasty (Utb 
century) is found from the Nusik district. The Yndavas of 
Devngiri ^ 187-1 Jtl} are represented by three Ptidmatunkja, 
the find place of one of which is slated to be Pam el in the 
Kolnbii District. LJesides, there are three fananis of Atlanta 
Vnrma Chodngaua (1075-1146) of the Gunga dynasty of 
Kolingfl, and two Gajpati Pagodas found at Dhurwur and 
one Vishnu Pagoda found at Piiahan. These Pagodas are 
anonymous coins not assignable to a particular king but 
probably cotniug from Orissa and belonging to 12th century. 


v ljavaNegara kingdom 

There are 30 coins of the Vijuyndagnm kingdom which 
are described in u tabulated form below ; 


King 

Period 

No. of 
coins 

Findplace if 
recorded 

Hurl HcirtL II 

1379-1406 

4 

— 

Dcva Rayn 11 

H22-47 

13 

One found at Elshi in 
Chanda District and one 
at Nnndur in fimnar 
Taluka. 

KrUhnadevn 

Raya 

1 309-30 

4 

One found at Phaltan iti 
Satara District and one 
at Nattaki in Guntur 
District. 

Acliyulu Ruyn 

1530-42 

2 

One found at Plialtnn. 

Sadasivn Raya 1342-73 

4 

One found at Manipur in 
S. Kofikmi, one at Hanover 
{Kunura Dist.) ami one 
at Khnregaoii in Akmud- 
nagar Dist. 

Rrmin Raja 

1565 

2 

One found at Coimbatore, 

Ven kotos vara 

1600 

1 

Kura out District. 


TEAVANCORE-COCHIN ETC. FAN A ME 

There arc two doaen Panama of Travancorc, Cochin 
etc. Sixteen of these are Vila Raya Pan a ms, the findplace 
ol one of which is recorded as Co i mbit ore. Of the remain¬ 
ing eight, four are found from Tiunevclly ami Chiusdeput and 
one belongs to u km g of Cochin. 
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1ND0-MUSLIM AND MUDUAL COINS 

The oldest set of I ndo-Muslim coins in our cabinet is 
formed by eight coins of Allauddin Muhammad KbiJji t!295- 
1315) Amongst other coins of the Delhi Sultanate are 
three coins of Gbiyasuddin Tughluq (1320-25), sis of Mnlmm 
mad Tughluq 111 (1325-51) smd one of Shot Shah Sun 
( 1540 - 45 ). 

There are only two coins of the Salt nus of Mai ova one 
of Ghiyiis Shah Kbaiji (1469*1500] and one of Mahmud Shall 
Khalji (1510153d). 

The Mughal dynasty is fairly represented. The earliest 
yf these is a gold coin of Akbar dated 973 A.H. (I565j& A.D.). 
Jn all, there are eleven coins of Akbar minted at Ahmed a uadi 
Agra, Lahore, Juunpur and Urdu Zufar Qurin (i. e. issued 
from a camp). Of the Zodiac coins of Jebangir, those with 
the symbols Leo, Gemini, Tuumsi Sagittarus, Ants mi 
Pisces are found in the collection. There are two coins of 
She hie h an minted at Altbarabad, one of Shah A lam I 
minted at Burhanpur, three of Muhammad Shah and two 
of Ahmad Shah all minted at Sbnhjdianabad, half-mobur 
of Alamgir II minted at Arcot, three inohurs, one half-mobur 
and and one quarter-mohur of Shah Alam II minted at 
Maisbidubad and one Mohur minted at Ahmad n agar. 


LATER INDIAN STATES 

The earliest in the series is a coin of Haider Ali of 
Mysore (1761*82). It is interesting because iL was copied 
from the Pagodas of Sudasiva Nayaku of Ikkeri- Thus, 
whereas on its obverse we find the initial Persiani letter c of 
Huidtr All's name, the reverse shows an image of Siva-Parvnll 
seated. This can be said to ba the numismatic evidence of 
the historical fact tbnt Haider Ali tolerated image worship. 


Next in order arc the two Coins of Maharaja SaVfli Ram 
Singh of Jaipur , ia35-Su . with Persian kgeod. typical six- 
hrun chad "Thar** and the mint-name Jaipur in Persian ; one 
100-Kori coin of Frugamnlji of Cutcb (1S60-75) ; four coins 
of Ruju Ramu Vurma of Travancore (LSfiO-bO) ■, two corns of 
Malhar Rao Gsekwar of Baradr. (1870-75) and two coins of 
the Nizams of Hyderabad belonging to the last quarter of the 
]9tb century. 


foreign coins 

Some foreign coins also are interesting. The oldest 
piece in the collection is a Roman com of Theodosias U 
I 1. 15 -1 LM A. D;) : the obverse bos A part** 14 « tbe emperor m 
military costume with the legend Jbfflinut Thtedmut Peter 
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Pairiat AnjHttu* (The Lord Theodosius, the august father 
of the country); the reverse represents the emperor enthroned. 
The Byzantine coins of the sixth century still follow the 
Roman tradition. That of Jus tits us (516-52?) shows the 
portrait head of the emperor in the same manner on the 
obverse, whereas the reverse is occupied by the image of the 
angel (goddess) of victory. The other, of his successor 
Justinian I (527-565), hardly differs from ft, except for the 
legend. Both were struck at Constantinople ;CON T ) of refined 
gold (OB = obryzium). The next two coins, of very thin material, 
fall into the closing of the 11 th century. One, of Michael 
IV, the Pcplhlagoman (1054-1041), has an the obverse the bust 
of the emperor, in the later pompous costume, a sceptre in the 
right and a globe topped by a cross in the left band, whereas 
the reverse is occupied by the bust of Christ. Another, of 
Constantine IX Monomacbos (1042*1055) differs only in the 
legend. The next coin of Manuel I Com menus (1143*1186) 
shows the emperor in full-size: figure, but the legend is difficult 
to read. After the Romao-Byzantiue, five early Arabic gold 
coins must be mentioned which belong to the Abbasid and 
Fulimid Khalifas. 

The last group of ancient gold coins comprises four 
ducats from Venice, with St. John the Baptist and the legend 
SM (Saiictus Marcus) Veueti (Venice) on one, and the figure of 
the enthroned Christ on the other side. Two, of very poor 
execution, may possibly be ascribed to the Doge Pietro 
Gardenigo (12S9-I311), two others bear the name of Alviso 
Mocenigo (1763-73). 

The rest of the foreign coin-- is of comparatively modern 
date (17 th to 20th centuries). Among these may be mentioned 
coins of Charles II, James 11, William 111 and Mary, George 11 
and III* Queen Victoria and Edward VII of England. These 
arc of various denominations and number about two dozen. 

The cabinet possesses one ducat of king William 1 of 
Holland, seven coins of various denominations of Napoleon II 
of France, two 20-Mark pieces of the emperor William I of 
Germany, 20-Mark coin of Ludovic II of Bavaria, two gold 
coins of President Kruger of the Transvaal Republic (South 
Africa', one of the Republic "f Co;t.i Rica, 10 U. S. A. 
Dollars, or its multiples or parts, half.Sovereigns of Australia 
with the portrait of Queen Victoria. A Hungarian 10-Crown 
piece of the Austrian emperor Francis Joseph (1905) is the 
latest coin in the whole collection. 

There arc also on early Indo-Portuguese gold coin, and 
several fine pieces struck by the East India Company, one side 
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still in the beautiful Mughal style* the other with several 
variations of the British cont-of-mms. They arc Asbrnlis 
(Myhtirs), ha If-A sli m fis, Luther one two-Ashrafi piece and a 
five-Kupee piece in the name of William IV. Turkey ib 
represented by Sequins and MujiJ ls (after sultan 'Aba-nl-Majid, 
1S39-6L) of the years A- H,. 1265, 1277, 1293 {A. D, 183Sj9 r 
1S60/I, IS75J6), Finally, there are also two Japanese and one 
Chinese gold coin of the last century, 

II 

Coirs of Silver, Copper and Other Metals 

The coin cabinet of the Baroda Museum contains about 
10,000 coins of silver and more than 7000 of copper, billon, 
potin, lead, brass etc. These range from the punch-marked 
coins down to the coins of the 19th century. 

Of these, about 11CO silver and 1000 copper coins belong 
to the Guckwnrs of Baroda. They range from AnandmSo 
Gaekwdr (1S00-1S19J down to Sayujlrao III. Coins ot 
ManSjlrao Gaekwnr hitherto unknown and published far 
the first time in the ./iwrnfll JTumiiaStM Swtiy of India 

(XXII, pp, 285 ff) and also some new types of Saytjlrao U are 
of special interest in this group. 

Another large group is formed by the coins unearthed 
from the Gohthvild Timbo at Amreli during excavations 
carried bv the Archaeological Department of the former 
Baroda State in 1915, In this group, there arc about H00 
coins of Kumaragupta I, about 15 ) square Lead toms of Swam* 
Rudrnscna I El, another group oi about Similar corns but 
not readable, about 300 ancient copper coins which include a 
few Masha kas, rest being cast and tribal coins most of which 
not exactly identified. 

Of the remaining coins, about 4000 are purchased mainly 
from A. Bhikaji & Co„ Bombay, hut a few from hrislum & 
Co., Lucknow and from other dealers also. About 500 coins 
h ave bee n rcce i ved from the G ov e rumen t Museum .Madras ; 
Provincial Museum. Lucknow ; Central Museum, Nagpur and 
others, perhaps by way of distribution of treasure trove finds. 

The cabinet contains about 1500 silver and 1200 copper 
coins of the Moghuls ; about 2C0U billon. 100 copper and 50 
silver coins of the Delhi Sultanate, and about I sO silver and 
H00 copper coins of the Gujarat Sultans. Large number of 
these have been dug out from the foundation of buildings 
etc, in various parts of the former Baroda State and have 
been collected and presented to the Museum by the olliccrs 
of the P. \V, D. or revenue departments. 
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I shall now proceed to give some details of the whole 
collection tinder suitable headings. 

PUNCH MARKED COINS 

There are 94 punch-marked coins— S7 of silver and? 
of copper. One of these is a silver bent bar of the Tasila 
variety. There is only one prc-Muuryan silver coin collected 
from the ancient site of Kamrej, Another silver coin picked 
up at Knmrej is rather of a rare and interesting type, as it 
has the figure o( an owl as one of the symbols on the obverse. 
On the whole, 8 silver and 7 copper coins were picked up 
at Knmrej. 58 silver coins were transferred to lhe Museum 
in 1 595 from the Hiumr Treasury of the former Earoda 
Slate. These must hove formed pari of a hoard. All these 
ore thick, squarish or rectangular pieces and datable to 
about 300 lb C. 7 silver coins of well-known varieties were 
received from Xavasari whereas she remaining 13 coins were 
either purchased or received :i s treasure Ik ve finds from vari¬ 
ous parts of India, 2 of these are of globule fabric (purchased), 
seven thick ami square made of MlllI cliIs are fiotn the 
Mangnil hoard, one of Mautyau variety fiom ihc Mombnlnm 
hoard and three coins of known varieties received from the 
Archaeological department of Gwalior State. 1 

EARLY INDIAN COINS 

Of ibe foreign dynasties who ruled over India before 
and in the early centuries of the Christian era, we have 
about 60 coins of Indo-Greeks {1'ukratides in silver, 
Antialkidas in copper, Apollodotus and Menander in both 
and Hormaeus in copper), Jndu-Scythians (Mhuce, Azoe, 
Axclises), Indo-Pnrtfaintis tGoudophtires, Soler-megnsj and 
Kushanas (Kadpbises I, Kadaphcs, lluvlshka and Vasudeval 
all in copper. Interesting of ihcsc me a copper coin of 
Kadaphca wilh a scaled Linage of Buddha and figure of 
Zeus, a copper coin cf Huvisbka seated right wilh both 
legs thrown down, bow in extended right hand on obverse 
and sun god on reverse. Besides these, there is one 
unidentified coin very similar to n coin of Vijaynniiira's son 
with mounted king and standing deity published on p. 168 
of Whitehead's Catdogve i'f Cmnt in the Punjab Mmum, ftthon 
(Vol. I). 

Tlie Kshntrnpa coins ate well represented. There are 
copper coins of BhSutakn, Diimuscna, Vijayascim and Jaya- 

3, For fuller d«ltils of tur punch.ninrkcd coins, interested 
readers are requested lo refer to ]\ !., Gupta's 
article, 1 'Punch-marked coins in I he Baroda Museum" 
in Vol i X-Xl of the lluitctit i cj the /inroda Jfttecum, 
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damS and silver coins of Nabapatm, Rudraseua 1, Dam a Sena, 
Vijayasena, Rudmaena 11, BharlridSma, Svlml Rudrasena HI, 
VirndSman, VttvasimLui, Visvnse'ita, and YoiodSmi. Besides, 
there are about 150 square lead coins of Sviuni Rudrasena 
111 of which about 40 look like copper. Of these, the coins 
of Phumakfi aie rare and several coins of other Kshntmp&s 
are dated. One coin of Nfthapana was found at jetslpur 
(Baroda District) together with a silver coin of ApoUodotus. 

Of the Andhras, we have about a dozen lead circular 
coins of itl SaiakarnI, Sr? YajSa S&takurnn, Pulumiwt nod 
fit! Sits. 

The Guptas ruled over this region for a long period and 
naturally we have a very large collection of about 2800 
silver coins and 120 copper coins of Kumiragupta L and a 
few silver coins of Skanduguptn. These are found in large 
hoards from the CohilwSd Titnbo of Atnrdi nnd from founda¬ 
tions of buildings in Kodiunr, 

The Valabhl dynasty, having its capital at ancient 
Valabhipui (modern Vaia in Saurashtra), is represented by 
about SO silver and One copper coin. The silver coins are 
of various types {with trident only, or combitied, with buttlc- 
axe etc.) nnd legends; and can be attributed to Sr? Eimftarka 
and others 1 

We have about 200 early indigenous copper coins of 
India. These contain two MSshakas, several cast coins of 
Taxila of various types, tribal coins mostly from L'jjnin but 
Otic assignable to An dumb nr as and three to the Muliivas- 
Intcresting nre the coins with inscription Jishm in Bi&hmT 
on one side nnd a wheel on the other side. We have about 
a dozen such coins. 

There are about 50 coins of the Nigas of PadmSvnti, 
Most of these were received from the ArckKnlogicnl depart¬ 
ment of Gwalior State, some purchased from dealers and a 
few picked up from surface at the actual site of PawayS. 
Dev a NSgn, Sktinda Nlga, Bribaspati Nagn, Gaya N5ga, 
Uhftva Niiga, and Vibhu NSga are represent cl. Of Special 
iuterest is a coin of Gnna Niga with a huge bulky bull of new 
type, more weight (35 grs.) and thicker fabric nnd a coin of 
Bhava NSgn with mi active trotting bull to the left instead 
of light. ___ 

L For f H H e r details of tlw VwlabliT coins in Hie Baroda 
Museum, interested readers nre requested to refer to the 
paper "Valabhl Coins In tlie Baroda Museum/’ in J/t&I, 
XV, pt. I. 
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The medieval dynasties :iro very poorly represented, 
though n few coins which we have are nil interesting or rare. 
There are about n dozen billon coins of Bhojtukra 1 of 
Knimuj. There are five copper coins of NSrwfir of which 
one is of Malaya y armadeva and four not exactly assignable. 

There is one coin of SamandadcYit of K3ngiS and one 
of SSntantadcva of Obinnl. However, eight electron coins of 
Lalilfidityu MuktSpIda of Kashmir {cu. 700 A,D.) and five 
copper coins of the Hindu kings of Kashmir (ca. 950 to 1155 
A.D.) are rather rare and interesting. There is also one 
copper coin of R3ju Raja Chola. 

Coins known as GadJiuiySs were prevalent in Gujarat 
and Rajputaim from cn. 750 to 1100 A.D. These are the 
crude imitations oE old Sassanian coins, with lines and dots 
which represent the old Sassatuan fire altar. There are 
about^ 1500 silver and 200 copper Gadlmiya coins, though 
silver is of very base sort in most cases. These include thin, 
thick ns well as medium fabric coins, The cabinet also 
possesses about a dozen silver early Sassaniun coins and it 
is interesting to compare the Gadhaiyas with these coins and 
to study the degeneration of the fire altar. The GadhniyS 
coins were found in the village Jhirgnd in Sirtor Tainka, at 
Fatan, Karvan, etc, Early Sassaniau coins were found at 
Vadavalt in Jetalpur in Baroda District. 


COINS OF MUSLIM PERIOD 

We have quite a large number or coins of the Delhi 
Siijtaunte and of Gujarat Sultans ; also u few of the Sultans 
of Maluva. Jannpur and Kashmir ; of the Bahamani Kings, 
Adi sbah. coins of Bijupur and coins of the contemporaries 
of the early Sultans of Ddti* 

The following kings arc represented ; 

Muhammad BinSam (billon), Tujuddin Yu Ida x (billon ar.d 
copper), Sliamsnddin Altamosh (billon and copper), Jain 1 ml 
dm Ra«ya (bjllon) Aluuddin Masud Shah (silver), Nnsiruddin 

Gb 'y /15lldJi " (nil metals), 

: ^ 11 (fadlon and copper), Ahuiddin Muhammad Shah II 
ju]| mt ais) yutubiidd] 1 ! Mubarak (copper and billon), 

MuhammUd ni^T ^ ° ft>1 Gb ^ nsuddil1 Tugfal««| I (billon), 
mTV liifihlurj (nil melalsh I'iroz III (bilW, 
Huh ilol Lodi I copper), S.kundar Lodi (copper). She! Shah 

Shlh rn PPer ^ S C&liver . a,liJ Co PP er h Muhammad Adil 

biuili (copper) am] SikftEidar Sun {Copper}. 

' Drm , “ ils “ buIli ° r lhtK »«» nnn * er 
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Of the contemporaries of early Sultans of Delhi, we have 
billon coins of Nasirtiddin Qubnclu of Sind, of Al-hasan 
Qnurlagh of Ghazni, and of his son Muhammad who 
succeeded him in Sind. These coins are all rare, 

Mctlavu Sultans arc represented by a silver coin of 
Mahmud Shah Khalji II and copper coins of Hoshang Shah 
and GLiyas Shall Khalji ; Kashmir Sultans by the capper 
coins of Ibrehiru Shuli and H risen Shall ; Uahamanis by the 
silver coins of Muhammad Shah II, Firaz Shah and 
Mubummad Bin llumayuii and copper coins of Ahmad Shah 
II and Kali mullah Shah ; and Jaunpnr Sultans by the copper 
coins of Ibrahim Shah. 

Interesting is a new type of copper coin of Gbiyusuddin 
Balban. The obverse has the insert pi ion .-li Sultan Alla 
Jjrjin in Persian, while the reverse has^ the name Balban 
in Persian in centre and lift t «jddT n round. Such a 

reverse is not seen on other copper coins of Bulbsu, 

Every Gujarat Sultan whose coins are known is 
represented in our cabinet, but silver coins of only Mahmud 
Shah I, Munfltr Shah If. Ahmad Shah III and Muznffkr III 
are available. Ahmad Shah I and Mahmud 1 have a large 
number of copper coins (about 300 and 350 respectively), 
Muza far U and HI have about 300 each, Muhammad II and 
M aha mud III about 10D each, Ahmad Shah 111 about 70, 
while Ahmad Shah II and Bahadur Shah about 25 each. 

A large hoard of billon coins of Delhi Sultanate weighing 
14 lbs. was found fit Dharf in Snurashtm. Billon coins of 
the Tughluqs have been found at Palais, Na vasnri, Vadavali, 
Mod hern etc. and those of Gujarat Sultans at Vijapur and 
Kulol in Mehsann Dish, from L. V. Pa bee area and several 
Tnkius at BarwU, at Kodinar in Snurashtra and a few 
at Kamrej, 

The coins of Mughafs are present in various types, deno¬ 
minations, mints etc. However, only Akbar, Jehiingir, 
Aurangzcb, Jahondar Shah, Abmgir II, Shah Alum II and 
Akbar II arc represented by copper coins ; those of Akbar arc 
in large number and belong to mints Ah me du bad, Narmol 
and Agra. 

Of silver coins, Akbar has about 500 coins of which 
about 250 are of Gujarat fabric, many minted at Ahmcdabad 
etc, and one of Urdu ZalW Kurin* Of about du coins of 
Jahangir, one con trims tbe name of Nurjehiiu, re^l tx re of 
Ahmed ah ad and one of Kandahar mint- Shalijehaii bus 
about 170 coins of various minjfe like Patn&i Tatta) Multan, 
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Golconda, And others Oi 20J coins ot Aura ngzeb, oi 17 
different mints, those of J tinngadh, Edaiderabad and Sbolupur 
are rather rare. Muradbaksh bus only five coins of Surat 
nml Ahmed abad, nnd Shah Alum I only seven of Surat mint. 
Rail ml Jar jut has only two of Shu hje harm bad and Jubandur 
has three of Surat. 

There are about HD coins of Farrukbsiyar of seven minis 
including Cambay, EtaWuh and Burhunpur. Mnhnmmud 
Shah lias about 200 coins of IS mints including Ammabud, 
Korn, Kulak, Gwalior, Islamabad etc., while Ahmad Shah 
bus only three coins of Ahmedabad and Katuk. Of about 
40 coins of AUmgir II, 15 are minted at Surat, and one at 
Aurangabad. Shah Alum II has about ISO coins of about a 
dozen mints like Aurangnagur, Ujjuin, Asafuagur, etc., and 
Akbnr tl has only about 30 of mints Ahmedubad, Hoiderabud 
and Ujjnin. 

Coins of Akbnr have been found at Birodu proper, 
Patna, Dungarwu (Mebsaim Dist-), a silver coin of Shubjehuti 
at Vyara, one of Farrnkhsiyur at Songadb. Methali in Karjnu 
Taluks, Sakbpur in Drmnagar (Snurasbtrn), Sinor Taluks, 
anti Amiilpur in N avnsari district are other places where the 
Mughal coins are found. 

coins of native states 

The Coins of Gaekwars naturally form a bulk of these. 
Largest number of silver cuius in the cabinet belong to 
Anandi ao [about S5i)i while bis copper coins m e only ill odd 
numbers, SuySjTiSo II has about 50 silver and u dozen copper 
coins. Qanapatr&j has only a few coins in capper and silver. 
Khmidcrao has more than 300 in copper mad a dozen in 
silver, MalhSrrfiO has nbcmt &)■) copper and only a few silver, 
While SuySjirao III has about 300 in copper and twu dozen 
in silver. 

Interesting are about a dozen silver and a few copper 
coins or MSnajJrflo as these are known for the first time from 
our collection. Also* copper coins of Sayajlrao II with n 
ball in the centre, or with a 11 j war, arc of new type. 

Tlie copper coins of Gimuputrao minted at A mi di and 
received in exchange from tba Prince of Wales Museum, 
Bombay, arc of special interest. 

Of the other Native States, there are more than 250 
coins in silver and about 200 in copper, OI the States in 
western India and cities nround Bombay, ICutch, Nawimugnr, 
jatingiidb. Porbaudar, Eadhnnpur, Lumivada, Cambay! 
Chbota Udaipur, Satava ami Poona are represented. Copper 
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coins of Jotawai and Bismilla of Radhanpur, being thick, 
dumpy, if regular piece?! blank on rfiffitse and impressed wiLli 
tliu initial letter of tbe rulers net me in Niigari on obverse 
are rare and interesting. Knnaskabi coins of Porbandar 
and those ol Shi as oE Cambay are rare. 

The States in Rajpntnna are represented by Alvar, Jaipur, 
Jodhpur, Banswara, Bikaner, Udaipur, Prutapgarh nnAToitk; 
those! ii central India by libopal, Dliar, Gwalior, Indore, Rat lam 
and Bail an a. Coins o[ Dale Singh of Sailanu with a sword and 
trident, of Las man si ugh of Bans war a with solar symbols 
and traces of Nagari legend and of TukoJirSo with a bull 
facing a fidyant are noteworthy. 

Of tbe States in south India, we Lave coins of Travancorc- 
Cochin, Mysore, Pudukkotai and Hyderabad. There are 
silver fnnnms of Travtmcote and Cochin, copper coins of 
Tipu and Krishna Raja Wodeyur of Mysore, copper coins of 
Pudukkotai with seated PSrvatT nud legend Fi jaga in Telugtt 
and silver and copper coins of the Nizams of Hyderabad. 

Assam is represented by a silver coin of Rljesvarn Sim ha 
(1751419) and Brijonath Simba dated 151S A.D., and 
Tipper ah by a silver coin of Ram Simha MSnikya (1SG6), 
Nuwahs of Oudb are also represented by about li Ely silver 
coins of Muhammad All Shah, Amjad Ali Shah and iVujid 
Alt Shah. 


FOREIGN COINS 

There are about 600 coins oF the foreign countries—300 

in silver and 300 in nickel, brass, copper and other metals. 
Oi these the collection of about 70 ancient Greek and Roman 
coins is of great interest, These range frifcn 478 B.C. to 
283 D. and include Lhe ancient Greek coins of Rhodes, 
Syracuse, Athens, Myiinn, Lampsatene Stater, coins of 
Histinca, Epaminondas and Ptolemy I. These are all in 
silver. Of the ancient Roman coins, silver or copper coins 
of the following emperors arc available : 

Nero (Liberty type), Titus Flavius Sabinius Vespa si anus, 
Dominiliamjs T.’Flavius Augustus. Severus L, Septimus, 
Lucius Verus (Victory type), Commodes L. Aurelius. Marcus 
Auralius Antoninus, Philippi t M. Julius, Alexander 
Severus, Gordiamis HI. M. Antonins, Balbmus Decimus 
Gael ins, Trajan us Deems, Postuntus M.Cassianus Latin i us, 
and Cams M. Aurelius, 

The rest oE the foreign coins fire much later and belong 
to Japan, China, Persia, Turkey, and to England, 
Fraucei Italy, Germany, Prussia, Belgium, Switzerland, Spam, 
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Holland, U. S. A., Russia, etc. Also there are the Dutch 
and In do-Portuguese coins, the coins of French ludo-Chiua, 
Strait settlements, Mauritius, Sarvvak, Mombasa, Singapore, 
Burma, Ceylon and of the East India Company, German, East 
Africa Company, Dutch East India Company and coins of 
various Republics* 

Of these, silver coins (50-JO Dinars) of liajar Nassiniddin 
Sbuh of Persia, a coin of Siiyad All bin If mar of Persia 
published in 130S Hijri under French Protection, silver Paras 
of Egypt dated 1293 A. H. r Piasters of Turkey and Cons¬ 
tantinople, set of old Chinese and Japanese imitation coins, 
Japanese can Juice ns of Kwang Tung Province, and silver 
Chinese Mu sc a Is of Kashgar dated 13 It) A. H* are interesting. 
Interesting is also a set of paper currencies of the Confederate 
Slates of America (1362-64j. 

More interesting is ancient base metal currency of 
Nigeria called Manilla money, pieces of ancient shell currency 
of Caroline Inlands and shell money of ancient Curib and 
an Iron rod used as currency in Mend i I and. 

MISCELLANEOUS (MEDALS ETC.) 

In addition to this collection ol coins, there is a large 
collection of copper medals including the sets by Barre, 
J. Wiener, Durand and Dossier de Vrccse. Also, there are 
Indian and foreign war medals ol various types, military 
medals, commemoration medals, medals Struck on special 
occasions by SaySjirSa III Guekwar of Baroda, and prize 
medals obtained for Baroda nt various exhibitions. 

There are a few religious medals and temple coins, 
including a few Ramatauki Coins, but interesting is one 
Krishnntanki coin. 

Lastly, a lead seal with the imprint of a Greek horse 
found nt Navsarl is of historical importance, as it throws 
light on the foreign contacts of India in early times. 


A LIST OF INDIAN COINS IN THE COLLECTION 
OF THE STATE MUSEUM OF BERLIN 1 

A. SUHLE 


1. Nordwostl, tnd ten 

A/ 

M 

SATAVAHANA-DYNASTIE ! 

Krishna raj a 

KSATRAPA-DYKASTiE i 


1 

N lib ap etna 


22 

Dn mas en a 


3 

Vijnya setia 


S 

Rudxas^tin It 


5 

VilviisinbA 


3 

Vie v list n a 


4 

Rudrusinlui 


3 

Asa Daman 


2 

Rudraiena III 


3 

BlmrlrdAmati 


2 

GUPTA-DYNASTIC I 

Chandra Gupta If 


•-« 

Kuninra Gupta 


68 

yOGHAL-DVNASTIE : 

Bu bar 


9 

Hu may uni 

s 

9 

Akbnr 

{cii, 1 tO NaehprSgunyt*) 

79 

239 

Jchangicr (Salim) 

t\ 

63 

N in Jetisiii 


6 

Sliub Julian 

32 

160 

Aunmgzeb 

21 

125 

Kutubuddin 

3 

9 

JdiiutJar Slmh 

% 

8 

Mobu mined Ferruch 

5 

4£i 


]. [This list U being printed in ilie form as submitted by 
Professor SttUle.— Edii&rJ 
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A f M fi. 

Ritffeit Jurgat 1 6 

Rnfi'eddruilut 1 4 

Mobamm. Sbuh A 1 107 3 

Abated Shah 6 17 6 

„ i pater M, m. teintm Nt men 1 4 

Sb&b Alanugirjani 7 27 3 

Shah Jehau II 18 

Shah Alem II 7)4 

Mobamm. IliuLbaht 1 

Akbar II 3 14 12 

Bahadur Shah 3 

LOKALPRACUNGEN UNTER D, 1IOGHULKAISERN 
Agra H. 93 G 25 

Gaunpur H, 939 J> 

Lahore H. 938 2 

Delhi H. 941 6 

AGRA/ZODIAKALMCNZEIt H. 1028 4-5 29 

2, West). Indien 

Kabul 

Sri Varkadevn 54 

Sri SytiInput ideva 5 5 

Sulfatideva \ 2 13 

Sri Sumantadeva 50 if2 

3. Kasmir (Rajas) 

Similar vanillin y 

Gopala deva 14 

Sughandu devi H 

Chakra vcrmu 1 

Unmailt verma j 

Kshemn Gupta 5 

Nandi Gupta 2 

Tribtuvnna 1 

Sri Diddn deva 35 

Sangrana deva 30 
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1 p 1 

—ft 


& 

An antn deva 


9 

Knlasfc 


16 

Harsh urn jn 


25 

Juya Sin ha 


6 

Juju Lk'vn 


7 

4. Kajmir (Sutlane) 

Semsshfthmir 

1 


Stko-i nler 


2 

Haidar Shah 


2 

Hassuti Shah 

1 1 

]7 

Mabmm* Shah 

1 2 

13 

hath Shub 

I 1 

13 

Nadir Shah 

1 

1 

Ibrahim 

1 

3 

Hussain Shah Sbak 


G 

J urn F 


1 

Mob a mm- Ali 

1 

1 

5. Stideri 

Ka ch (Cmch) 

Dbuniuilji 

1 


Bbojraji 

1 


Chaftgarji IE 

1 


T&macberji 

1 

2 

RnyUuni I 


2 

Pragji 

1 


Jdhnrji I 

1 

7 

LakLmpati 

3 


Ftaydiriji II 

2 

7 

UurmsUji IT 

2 

3 

Decalji II 

l \7 

10 

Prjigmnlji II 


20 

Cbengarji HI u- Viclortft (1875) 

2 

11 


6 Gugiral (Sulla ne) 

Aljmcl I 
♦ 57 


34 
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A' 

M 

Si 

Muhamm. Shah 



a 

Mahmud Shah 


10 

61 

Muznflhr Shah II 



5 

Bahadur Shah 



23 

Mahmud III 

1 

10 

16 

Ahmed II 


4 

15 

Muzafikr Shah HI 

1 

7 

15 

Mahmud Shah 


1 


SURAT 

2 

19 

5 

Ahroednagar 


1 

2 

SnEata 



3 

MAJSUR 




Haider Alt 

3 



Tipu Sahib 

2 



Pat an 

5 

22 

33 

Bangaliir 



7 

Fnroclii 



1 

Fab-hlur 



6 

Ferchib^hisar 



7 

Kali klit 

2 


1 

Nngar 

1 


13 

Knsiia Raja (1799- iSi ?) 

>2 

11 


Matsttr 

4 


40 

MADRAS T AUKAT 

14 


a 

MadrasrRupie 


29 


D£KKAN KoNiGE 




Firuz Shall 


12 

5 

Ahmed Shall 



6 

Alfred m Ahmed II 



21 

Hu rimy u m Shah 



4 

Mchamm, Shah II 

1 


4 

Mahmud Shah 

I 

1 
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A/ A & 

CEYLON 

Sri Parikratrm BAby 3 I® 

Sri Vi jay a Balm 8 

Sri Raga LUavAti 19 

Sri-Mat Ssihnsa Malta 22 

Sri Dhsinnasuka Dcva 5 

Sri Bhuranaika Baby 7 

Gwalior 14 

Kota 4 5 

Me war 10 


MALWA 

Musang Gori 
Mahmud Cbilgi 
GijatcJdin Chilgi 
Mazir-eddin Cbilgi 
Mahmud 11 
UgSn 

Partabgarh 

Bikanir 

SAG UR 

Kykurell in Bundulkband 

GnungcslSndet 

By nd i 

Indore 

Indore mint ind. Scbrtft 

SULTANE VON DELHI (H. 559-602) 

TagedJin Ilduz (Stallbaiter) 

Arams a b (H, 607) 

Scmseddin Altamish (H. 607-633) 
Roku cdiliu Firm Sbnk 
Ridija (H. 634-637) 

Behrnmsbub (H* 637-63 rj ) 

Alaeddin Musud Shah (H. 639*644) 
Mahmud 1 (H, 644-664) 


11 

4 15 21 
6 39 

1 2 25 

1 56 

6 

8 

3 31 

31 

32 
47 
14 
16 

4 6 54 

3 25 

1 

l 19 50 

4 

1 3 

2 U 

9 27 

| 26 21 
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N 

M 

At 

Dntbrin (H. 664-685) 

4 

21 

33 

KriigobM ,11. 686-689) 


7 

14 

FiruzSimh 11 dl. 689-695) 

2 

15 

41 

Alacddtn Mohammed (11. 605-716) 

11 

47 

86 

Qulbcddiu Mubarck Shah (H. 716-720) 

2 

l 

38 

Nazi redd in Cbosru (H, 720-1320) 

1 


2 

Tugtuq Shnb 

4 

10 

36 

Mobamm. ibu Tisglnq (H, 725-752) 

22 

18 

51 

Kiiplcrmtinzci] mil Zwtmgskurs 



120 

MONZEM, GEPRAGT 1M NAMBN PHS 




AliBASSlDISCHEN KALI FEN ; 




cl Mnstakfi 11 Suleiman (H. 701-40) 

4 


2 

cl Hakim Ahmed (H. 741-755) 

5 


25 

Tuglaq Shah 

3 



Tirna Shah III (H. 752-799} 

8 


96 

Fell) Shah 

3 


15 

Zn. far 

2 


8 

Tiighnj Shah II (H. 790-791) 

l 


8 

Znlar Chan 



16 

Mubunicn- Shah ibu Firuz (H. 792-795) 

2 


34 

Siknudcr Shah 



7 

Mu bin ad Shah 11 (H. 795-815} 

1 


30 

Niisrui Shah 



7 

Mubarc-k Sbah (H, 824-837) 



17 

Mo bn ni in. Sliiih IV. ibu Ferid (H. 837-847) 



28 

BublAt Lddl 111. 855-894} 



54 

Sikandnr L6dJ (H. 894-923) 




Shcr Shnb (ii. 946-952) 

3 

67 

66 

Islam Sbah (H, 952-960} 


46 

47 

Mohnmm. Adil Sbah (H. 960-961) 


6 

11 

AUDI! 




Gruzicddiu Haidar (II. 1229) 

4 

15 

2 

Nasteddm Haidar (H. 1242-1252) 

1 

15 

2 

Mohnmm. Ali (11, 1252-58) 

* 3 

6 

11 

AmgM AH (H. 1253-1265) 

* I * . 

13 

5 
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Wagid AH (H. 1261-1375) 

Lucknow 

SOUTANE VON CAUNFULt 

Ibrahim Shull Sehargi (H. 804-844) 

Mahmud Shah (H. 814-862) 

Mobamm. Shah (H. S6I-6G3) 

Husain Shah (H. 863-SSl) 

BBNAftSS 

BF.NCIAt.EN 

Muburtk Shah (II. 717*7:li 
Bjas Shall (H. 740 75b) 

Sikaudar Shah (H. 75 1-787) 

A^ein Shah (H. 773-79 ') 

Fftlli Shah (H. 886-892) 

Husain Shah (H- 899-925) 

Niisrut Shah (H. 925-39) 

Mahmud Shah (II. 940-944) 

J1URSCHIDABAD 
CALCUTTA (Rupic) 


A/ JE M. 

2 26 9 

1 41 7 

1 86 

2 81 
20 

1 100 

11 26 


33 

61 

2 126 

75 

1 3 

1 11 

11 

1 4 

17 28 

2 IS 61 


6sl.il Indian 

NEPAL (RADJAS V. NEPAL) 

Dschayn Frakasu Mulla (1737) 

Mahiudra Singha Devu 

DichliJiju Runadschit Mullu 

Piithi Kurujanu 

Rugendra Lakschni Dev a 

Ran Bahadur Saha Diva 

GirwSna Jtiddbu Wikianm 

Rtigcinlra Vikminft Sabfldevu 

Surcndru Vikratua Sabndeva (1904-1918) 


5 30 

3 
30 

2 

3 

1 40 

7 16 

7 10 

4 8 


KUISCH-BIHAR (RADJ AS) 

Lukscltim Narajatm (1649) 


i 


RANC.P UR 
Raja Nari Singha 


12 
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Rita xxm 


^51 

M M R 

A$SAM/K5&nOE 

Suklenmung (1519-1552) 2 

Siipaiph* Sitibn (16&UG95) 16 

Rudra Sinbii (1696-1714) 1 26 

Siva Sinba (1714-1744) u 

Siva Sinba mil seiner Gcmahlin | J2 

Siva Siaha mil seiner Gemuhlin 

Ambika Devi 7 

Siva Sinba mil seiner Gemublm 
Sarvefivari j 

PramatU Sinba j jg 

Radjesvara Sinba (1751*1769) 9 49 

Laksmi Sinba (1760-1780) 5 50 

Ganrinatba Sinba (1780-1796) 11 100 

Bburatha Sinha (1791-1797) 2 12 

Sarvanamtn Sinba (1794-1795) 9 

Bbarujandlba Sinba (ISIS-1319) 4 12 

xaCHar 60 

RAD]AS V, TIFERAH 

Kriscbna Manikjn Dev a 5 

Dbnra Mjntkja Dev a 3 

KlLSIGE VON ARRAKAN 16 

ctt. SO Inifo-la&tr* Munj.n (noth untfeordt\tt) 2 L^d n 
Z*hb&ich& Inil<hta*t r Mtinttn i f 4 Laden 


A CONSOLIDATED LIST OF INDIAN COINS IN THE 
B1BLIOTHEQUE NATION ALE, PARIS 1 

JEAN BABE LON 


L 


lado-Grccs 

324 


Irtdo-Scythes 

10S 


I ii do-Far tilt 5 

49 


Kushacts 

125 

I, Les gros nppcds fin ccs 

Kushnns pos!£rieut$ 

20 

sides proviennent 

K u s b n ao-Snssa n ide $ 

27 

1 . tie la collection Armnnd 

Ephtalites 

19 

Valton 


2. tie Li I'cule Rendy 

3. ih; dur lO oclo- 

bre 1926 

4. Vente tin Cn! Itolte de In 
Fiiye 7 nov. 1923 


Monnaies priiuUiv r cs 

44 

Kashmir 

51 

Kabul 

46 II. 

Rnthors de Canauj 

4 

Chau della 

34 

Andrus 

30 

Guptas 

20 

Sultan Palau 

29 

Grands Mongols 

187 

(series ^odjacflles) 


Pagodes 

94 

Archipd I a die n 

n 

Total 

1251 


Cps monndics proviennent 
surlont : 

1. il’iin JicbnL fait le 23 
itvril 1903 pur It* Cubiutt 
dps Midililies ii MM* 
Kolltn et Fifciifirdcnt 

2. due ilon A. Fouelitr, !e 
25 nvril 1598 


1 , [Tliia flit « being printed in ihe form ns ^ubmilted by 
M. Jean Riibrlon.'— Editor] 




A NOTE ON THE HISTORY OF INDIAN COIN- 
COLLECTION IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM 

BRATtNDRA NATH MVKHERJEE 

The present Article * 1 does not pretend either to give a full 
account of the growth of the collection in question, or to 
furnish nn exhaustive list of all Indian coins preserved in the 
museum concerned. It is Confined only to tracing the 
landmarks in the development of this collection and to 
furnishing a list of names of the important scries of Indian 
coins preserved in it. 

This task is. however, beset with difficulties. The 
absence of any regular 'register of accession* for the Indian 
coins before A. D. 1869, and for any coin nt all before 
A,D, 1837, debars us from having n correct idea about 
the provenances of all of the Indian coins added to the 
collection till the former year. Moreover, the descriptions of 
coins given in the registers are sometimes not adequate enough 
to help ns in identifying them in the present collection. 
Again, with enhanced knowledge of early and medieval Indian 
coins, certain mistakes Can now be detected in the arrange¬ 
ments of some sections of those species in this collection. And 
finally, some of the less well-known and litllc-sUidied series of 
Indian coins me here not propeily arranged. However, we have 
tried to utilize 1 all the fourteen volumes of It- fitter for Oriental 
Strict and other relevant papers preserved. In the Ihp ti tmnt of 
Cfsint and Medalt, British Museum. We have also examined 
Ihc arrangements of each series of the Indian coins preserved in 
the present collection. All relevant published books and arti¬ 
cles, which are very few in number, have also been consulted. 
They are catalogued in the bibliography appended to the 
article. Here we coo specially mention Dr. J. Walker's illu¬ 
minating article on 'The Early History of the Department 
of Cobs and Medals', published in the iSritith Mutt urn 

Quarterly, Volume XVII I, p. 76 ff. And inspite of studying 

1. [We are grateful to Mr, Mukherjcc for pit-paring this 
paper for us at a very short nc-tiev. — Editor] 

«- It would have been impossible Id collect Ilie data for litis 
note without the generous help from Dr. J. Walker, Mr. 
D.K. Jenkins, and Mrs, J.S. Marlin of the British Museum 
and from Dr. A.D.H. Blvnrof the School of Oriental and 
African Studies, Loudon. We are grateful to all of them. 
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critically ail these sources, published or unpublished* we can 
form only a rough idea about lhe early history of the collec¬ 
tion in question. 


II 

The museum in question was opened to the public ns 
the British Museum on January 15* 1759/ In the early 
years of its history* National UoBrcticn of Cain* uwd Medal* 
formed part of ihe Bt'partfmnt of Manuscripts* In 1803, the 
CoUeetim was transferred to the Department of Antiquities. 
It remained so until 1^61* when n separate Dtjmrtmi nt of Coins 
and AfeduU was created with W. S. \V* Vanx ns its first 
Keeper (156MS70)." 

The nucleus of the present collection of Indian coins 
was siin ly formed before the creation of this separate 
department* But we do not know when and how Indian 
co i ns begnn to b ar|<]eJ for the first time tn the Xntkmal 
Collection. It seems, highly piabubb that the coins of the 
Mughal empire were among the first additions. Tor few 
such species were acquired from Miss Sarah Sophie Banks 
in 1318 and from R. Payne Knight in 1824/ A Ivwof them 
were also included in the Museum cabinet ns bequests 
from the collection of King George III, 1 2 * 4 5 6 There were probably* 
though not certainly, sonic Indian coins in the collection of 
oriental coins purchased for the Museum in 1325/ But the 
first important collection ol Indian coins to be added Eo the 
Museum cabinet was that of William Marsdem His cob 
lection* presented to the nation in 1834 or thereabout/ 
included fitter uiiii coins of the Sultans of Delhi,, the Mugluils 
and Assam, Henceforth Indian coins were continually added 
to the cabinet of the Museum, But the system of classified 

1. -I aim ary (htttfa laths Stilish Muslim r p r 2* 

2. British Mijnum Quarter !VoL XVIII, p, 79. 

3h S Lsum-INjolc, Th c tAns of (Ah Moghul of 

JIfndmUm in the BritUh p. XUV- 

4- Ibid. 

5. Information about this collect ton r^f Claudius Piqh has been 
furnished to the author by Mrs, Martin. 

6. The year nf prescntaiirin is given as 1814 In BAfQ, Voh 
XVIII, p, 77, Mrs J*S, Martin, however, thinks* on the 
basis of the evidence of some old papers* that the year 
was 133b, i'or having an idea about the Indian coins In 
Marsden's collection. *cr Niimismala Orientalia lUustraia, 

pt T, 1623; pi, II. 1825. 


r 


53 
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arrangements for Indian, coins began to be practised regularly 
probably only from the year 1869, when, shortly niter the 
establishment of the Department of Coim and Mi:diih w the rule 
for keeping yearly registers for accession of Oriental coins 
was enforced. 

Several significant additions were made during the 
regime of R, S* Poole, the second Keeper of the department 
(L870-1893), In 1870.some Intlo-Greck coins were acquired 
from A. Cunningham, tn I SB 2, the Secretary of State for 
India decided to hand Over the /mint Office CclUttitm of coins 
of the IMo*G reeks, [ado-Fnrtbians, the Indo-Scythians, the' 
Kuslia^as, Kashmir and gome other north Indian series to 
the British Museum. 1 This collection included many coins 
collected by J- Priusep and probably also by C. Masson** 
In 1SS5, a largo coHoClion was acquired from Alexander 
Grant. It included * titter alia coins of the Indo-Greeks, 
Bbattlraku, the Sultans of Delhi, of Gujarat, the Mugimk, 
Bengal and Kashmir.® The year 18&fi witnessed the pre¬ 
sentation lo the Museum of W* Elliot's valuable collection 
of South Indian corns including inl<r alia the issues ot the 
SitavabanaSp the Chalukyus, I he Chol is, the Kadumbos, 
the C herns, the Pti^dyns, and of the States of Mysore, Kocbin 
and Trayancore* 1 fa 185S and 1890, several coins of the 
Indo-GreckSp the ImloScythtans, the Kushlinas, the Balia* 
man is, the Sultans of Delhi, of Bengal, of Jaunptir and of 
Madura were acquired from Cunningham's collection-* Ju 
1893, a great number of Local and Tribal coins of ancient 
India aud several issues of medieval India were added to 
the cabinet ns Cunningham's bequests 4 About the same 
time, Bhngvatilal Indraji bequeathed to the Museum his Tmc 
collection of Kshatrapa and Satavlbnun coins.' 

L BMQ } Vo]* XVIII, p. 77. Formal accession of this collec¬ 
tion to the Museum cabinet probably took place later, 
See Register for OrknUd S* rle*, Vol. V, (1902)* 

2 k There are reasons to believe that the corns, collected by 
Masson in India and Afghanistan* were sent to London. 
[See Numismatic Chronicle, 1943, pp, 96-97), A consi¬ 
derable number of Indian coins, now in the collection 
of the Commonwealth Relations Office (formerly India 
Office)* originally farmed a part of Marsden K s cabinet 
These coins are now under examination of the experts in 
the Ifcpartmtf'if of Veins and Medals* 

3. JiOS t VoL II & HL 

4p Ibid,! Vok HL In 190S the Museum received 192 coins 

from Blfiots collect ion. 

5, Ibid,, Voh III- 

Gh Ibid. ; BMQ, XV1IL p 77, 

7, BM^X\ f \\hp> 77* 
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Additions of these and several other smaller collections 
lo the Museum cabinet made the la tier 11 j| > 

repicsentntive of different series of Indian corns. he&aaiueaL 
WC re now felt to publish of important sen« oi 

Indian coins preserved in the Museum.' P. Gardner, S.LaOT- 
Poole, E. J. Rapson etc. became actively associated with the 
task of cataloguing and evaluating different senes of ledum 
coins. 

Ceaseless flow of Indian coins into the Mnscwn cabinet 
continued without any serious interruption during Um 
Keepers hip of 15. Head (IS93-1906) mid of tbirt of 
j. Hill (1906-1931).* The Museum received, through the 
generosity of Henry Van den Yurgb, a very fine set of 
Muhammadan, Sikh and Dogru coins belonging to G- H. 
Blenzby. This was presented in 1911 in commemoration o 
!i' e Delhi Durbar/ In 1921. l«2 *nd lW3,a £ to 
U B. Whitehead’s collection, built up during Lbc ljlt ^ 
stay in India, was acquired by the British Museuni, _ 
number Of coins bought from Whitehead was nearly 5 ^°* 

Among them were included the issues o! the punch-mraUd 

series, the tribes and localities of ancient ladia, the Indo- 
Greeks, the Indo-Parthioma, the Indo-Scythtaus, the KushHya,, 
the Kidaritcs, the Uunas. the Hindu Slialus, the bultan 
Delhi, the Mugbals, Oudh etc. 1 

Dr. J, Allan was appointed ns the Keeper of ^ depart¬ 
ment in 1931. He continued to be so till UMJ, when 

Robinson succeeded him in that post. Among the important 

collections aquired by the Museum during these twenty years, 
mention should be made of the com Cabinets o HNelson 
Wright and that of Sir Richard Burn. _ln 1939, the Museum 
bought from the former more than 750 Mughal corns 
Burn’s collection, purchased by the Museum m l 949, 
included infer afia coins of the punch-marked senes, TaatUa, 
the Ksbatfapas, the Guptus, the Huy as, the Paliavas, the 
Gho|aSi the Mugbals, and Tippers b.* 


1. 

2 . 


4. 

5. 


& 


Sec ihc HUittgru^hj for a list of such catalogUea. 

There were probably some interruptions during Hie years 

C i.VvT 1 Yul.'l/ p. 36 ; XVnt, p 77. Formal accession 
probablv took place in 1912 (see HO.\ Vd. V l). 

RQ& t Vol. V It I, IX and X. 

JIOS V t. X. Coins from the saaiii collection were also 
previously acquired in 1900 liKW. Vol. I Vj. 1934, 1903 
(Vol. V i, 1910 (Vol. Vij ami 1924 (Vol. Xi. 
itQ8. t Vot. M The number of coins acquired was t> > 1. 






4GO N.S.L GOLDEN JUBILEE VOLUME [J3WI, XXIII 

Dr. J. Walker, the present Keeper, assumed his charge 
in 1953. The most important collection added to the Museum 
cabinet since that year is tb:it of \V. R. Jacks. This 
collection included cc ms of the punch marked series, the 
Pa I lav as, the Cbcras, the Pnndyus etc. 1 The latest among 
the important additions is the collection presented by F, 11. 
Hardens tie in 19£0. It iuclndes the coins of the Hindu 
Shahis and the Sultans of Delhi.* 

Several other collections, apart from these more 
important ones, have been added to the Museum coin-cabinet 
between 1869 and 1950. Jt is not possible to enumerate 
all of them in this note. We cun only state the names of the 
donors or sellers (as the case uny be) of the significant 
collections. Among the donors are included psivate 
individuals. Societies and governments, while among the 
sellers are individual coin-dealers and companies. There 
are also cases of individual collections either being sold or 
donated by other individuals or bodies. Following is 
the list of such persons and bodies together with the respective 
years of donations and sales indicated in brackets ; J 

Lincoln (1875) ; H, Rivett-Carnac (1881 and 1SS3) ; C. 
J. Rodgers (1882, 188J, 18a7, 1893, 1895, 19'jl and 1922) ; 
W. Tbeobold (IS$6 and 1887}; G. G. Feuiso (1886); j. 
Burgess (188$, |bt»9 and 1890/; Indian Museum, Calcutta 
(18S6, ]88*J etc.) ; Asiatic Society. Calcutta (1890, 1905 etc,) ; 
Asiatic Society, Bombay (1890, 189J, 1895, 1697 , 1899, 1909, 
1914, 1924, LJJ9 etc.) ; Tufncll (l $92) ; Government of U. P. 
and its predecessor governments (1900, 1915 etc.} ; R, W. 
Ellis (1901, 1902 and i906j ; F. W. Lincoln & Sous (1901) ; 
Government of India (1908); GoVenimeut of liutigul (1905 
and some other years); C. J. liiddulph (190ft and 1922) ; 
Watson Museum, Rajkot (t'JOdj ; Government Museum, 
Madras (19 Jb) ; Spink A Sous (1910 and. Some other years) j 
Government of C,P. (19u9 and some other years); Government 
of Bombay (1907, 1918 etc .) ; D. \V. iloey (1920); W. H. 
Valentine (1922}; H. E. Deane (1922); j. Allan (1929); 
H L. 1 hi lighten (1948); and Group Captain Carmichael (1959), 


1. JiOa. t V □!, XII [. The total number of coins was 255. 

2. SOS. t Vol. XIV, The total number of coins was 109. 

3. For detailed information about these and most of the 
other collections added to the Museum cabinet since 
1869, sec liOH, Vol. f»XlV. For H. L. llaugliton’s collec¬ 
tions sold after his all* lusc .1 CaUtlogut of F,UtimW<j 
LWf«ci'ftr)».,,7'W«nd /J, L, Jlutnjht on, Lund on, 1958. 
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E°W to the lndo-Patihians, .boot S9Mo the Ivaeteott 
|MU , h „ 4 Vft to tbc SatavSbmins, about S19 to tbc 

8950 to tbc Mughals. 

As the collection of the Museum contains coins collected 
from different parts of the Indian sub-continent (t.c. tnd.ii 
mid Pakistan), its significance lies not only 111 volume n 
i • ro'iv This will be apparent from n perusal of our 

S3 -S5!i-S -» -; 

saw 

W^eretainedTanlesa already prove I inconvenient ov wroiig 

teSnicoUhLcteristics of the coirs concerned, or tbe name 
S^^ouk for tribe or body) to which tbc issues be tog, 
or the name of the family* of which kings concerned ^ 
i nr the title used by the rulers in question, or the 
t region in wUicb the come 

concerned issued* 

W E now furnish bebw the names of the important 
** Indian sub-cminent proved .0 

the British Museum-’ 


1 It Iris been done so for the convenience:of scholars who 
1, "nil w get lion. rk« Mnaeutn infonnU.cn nhon. 
my series of lire Indian coins preset veil liters. 

2 . “sr^r^hr 

rStan We Have also nol considered liie Ach.meruao 
d£ Snd coins of Alexander. They .™ noteluded 
the | u d'um section of Museum cdlticuom though 

specimens of each of these two «ri« has b« a fouujm 

37bS subcontinent, it is doubtful whether they were 
ever in regular circulation in that country, pM B. N. 

MiikhMjee's article in indiwi UUu#9 k rjurf Wy, J ,7 )* 

E list ***«•* it- biitv midcr separate U-admCs the 
t series of coins cdlcd .-antis, Huns, l ugodas and 
Panamse For, though each of them is treated as a 
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No. NAME 

I ♦ Pu hdi.Riiirke*l coins 
2, Early cftst com (uni ns* 
cribed) 

•• E»r!y single type coins 
4. LqcuI ftnd tribal coins 
of Ancient Imlin— 
Acbyutn 

Agacba jaimpada 

Almoni 

Arjnnfiynnas 

Audumbarus 

AyodbyA 

Ei in 

Kadu 

Kaaauj 

Ko(a Knliis 

MriUuraja jiihopuda 

Mala vas 

NSgus (of Nanvar) 


t J&sl XX 11 I 

No. NAME 

Pufichilns 

PurtHaa * 1 2 
PhrivTS jokes 

Kaja nyas 

Sibis 

Taxi In 

Tiigerto 

Triptirr 

Uddchike 

Ujjayim 

Upugodn 

(j pat iky 2 

Vutasvakas 

Vrisbnis 

V and hey as, 

5. Coins of Sop bytes 1 

6. JndoG reeks 

7. fudo-Scyibiaits 

3, fndo'Purt buns 
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separate series in the Museum cabinet, llicrv are actually 
touts o different authorities. Onr list, however, j„. 
C ' udes P 1 -1nett-tniirked series, <hidhiy:t paisa scries 

eto,, ror it is often difficult to detect their issuing EWhu. 
r i C9 ; h ma > also bv n otcd here that diacritical marks 
" "S orally in cases of Writing ti* names 
connected wnh ancient Indian com* Uni sometimes 
wcl, known place names Connected with the latter series 
hu\e be..-n written w,thout diacritical mark* and .even 
m 'her tnedem forms. On the other hand, diacritical 
minis have been used for certain names collected uith 

thu medieval Indou coins, 

I, This name should now Ik added to oiir known 
,5t coins of midiffii India, \y c t, * ve 

esitmined their coins us well as the references to them irl 
the ijtOffruphy of Ptolemy, the Mah&ftfrata th* 
&antm,mAiW t thi JI;Af>„uiyir and other sources’ ftn ,| 
to then country ,n the Na^h-i li (M tam insoripthm of 
S ha pur |. We propose to suggest elsewhere that this 
tribe came to India, probably in the wake of the Kashin 
invasions ai:d ultimately settled in Baluchis, '£ 

had «mme.ctal activities. .Thrir country was nhlm Jell 
conquered by the Sassauids. ultimately 

2. It. a Whitehead thinks that coins of this ser i C8 Wt , ie 
never ni eire daito,, i„ (See R. 13. Whitehead^ 

article in tlie NumitntixUc Cltr^nkb\ 194 jj. 
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No. 

NAME 

No. 

9 . 

Yteh-chifi 1 * * 5 * * * 

16. 

10. 

Kusbinus 


IL 

Imitations of the 

17. 


K us hap a coins (inclu¬ 

IS. 


ding tlie so-called Full* 
Kushana scries; 

19. 

12. 

K ushSxio-Sassatiiaii 

20. 


series 

21. 

13. 

Kid Sr it e® 


14. 

SStavShanos 

22. 

15. 

Kuras (Kolhapur) 9 



NAME 

Mobamthis (Chit a V- 

drug}* 

Ananias (JECarwor ) 1 
Ksbiitropas of Mathura 
Kshalmritas of W. 
India 

Kshutrapus of W. India 

Coins of Siirva 

EhattSrnka 9 

Roman coins found in 

India 1 


1. Some coins now in the British Museum have been found 
in cetlain parts of Afghanistan and cats be ascribed lo til** 
period when these regions were under the Yuth-dns, 
Hence, they are eoujccUimlly ascribed to this people. 
We have made a critical study of these coins, and intend 
to publish an article on them. 

Ascription of this series to On.- Yiielj-cHis is due to a brilliant 
hypothesis offered by Dr. D. W. McDowitlt. This series does 
not strictly belong to the field of the Indian numismatics, 
it is, however, included in the Indian section of the Museum 
cabinet. We also mention it because the students of tji* 
Indian numismatics may be interested in it. 

2. In the Museum cabinet the coins of the Knras are connected 

wrongly with those of the 53 lava lumas. Testimonies of these 
Coins and .1 comparison between the stratigraphic evidence 
of the coins of the Kuras and that of the specie* of the 
Saiavhhanas, found during excavations at Kolhapur, 
should convince one that the Karos issued coins u 
independent rulers. They m;iy have been feudatories In 
earlier period. But they had become independent when they 
issued coins. Later, probably Gautatntputra Ivitakami 
conquered their twrit<Ky, 

3-4, Coins of these series are arranged in the cabinet issues 
of the feudatories at the Sntavahni.ns. There is, however, 
no ground to suggest that the Aunndas were ever 
feudatories of the Sfitavillianas, MsMratU is surely a 
subordinate title. Hut again a comparison between the 
stratigraphic evidence of their coins mid that of the 
issues of the Siil avail ail as, found in the excavations at 
Chit a! drug. shows that the Mnhanuhis issued coins as 
in dependent rulers! Probably they retained their admi¬ 
nistrative title- We are publishing elswhcrt a discussion 
on this topic. 

5. In the Museum cabinet colas of this senes me wrongly 

designated as issues of Valabhi (“ Mai Irak as of Yutabhii. 

ft. ] n the British Museum there is a considerable number of 

Roman coins of Indian provenances. They are, however, not 

included in the Indian stdion. We have litre included the 
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Nd. NAME 

23. Biidius 

£4, Imperial Guptas 

25, Imitations of the Gupta 
coins 

£6, Traiku|fikas 

27. Coins ol fin sank a, the 
king of Gaud a 

28, Coins of Krishtjaraja, 
the Kakcbiirl king 1 

£9. lllinus 

30. Mtinkharis of W* 
Mngadhu and CLP. 

3f, Coins of llarsha, the 
king of Tbaceswar and 
Knnnuj 

32- Falla vas 

33- Eastern Chainkyas 

34- Western CbElnkyas 

35. Arabs of Sind 

36. GadhiyS Paisa 

37. Imperial Prwtihlras 

33. Coins of the dynasties 
of early medieval 
Kashmir 

59, Hindu ShUhisof Kabul 
and Oband 

40. Tontarn dynasty 

41, Gihudnv; la dynasty 1 

42. Kukchnris ol Dahuh 

43. Kata churls of Maba- 
kosnlct 

44, Clmndellns 

45. Cluuibaus of Delhi and 
Ajmer 

46, C lierns (KouguiU'Sa) 

47, Cbcras (Kerala) 

43, Clinks 

40* Pamjyus 

50. KndUfnbus 

51. Kik at!yas of Wa ra ng u 1 


Na NAME 

52. Yidavas of Devflgiri 

53. Vljayanagara dynasty 

54. Sultans of Delhi (includ¬ 
ing i he Turksg the 

Kh&ljis, the Tnghluqs* 
the Siiyyids and the 
Suns) 

51 r Sultans of Bengal 

56. S ii 1 in ns ol K n sh mi ra 

57. Sultans of Jnunpur 
53. Sultans of Madura 
59* Bah a man I dynasty 

60. Qutnb Shah Is of Gob 
conda 

61. Adi! ShSbiS of Bijapur 

62. Bar id Shabls of 13 id a r 

63* Nizam SMbis of 

Ahmad nu gar 
64, Mughal dynasty 
65* Riijputs of Mewar 

66. Rajputs of Mnrwar 

67. A ho ms 

68. Cooeb Debar 

69. Tiipma 

?(K JayantTpurn 

71 . Nnyakaa of Madura 

72. Sutnm (including the 
coins bearing the name 
oi Sivljl) 

73. Cuttack [Orissa) 

74. Muldivi 

75. Kangra 

76. Qtulh 

77. Mysore (Hindus 
73. Mysore (Moslem) 

79. Nawabs of Arcot 

h0. Sikh kingdom of the 
Punjab 

SI. Dogras of Jammu and 
Kashmir 


of this scries, be ..iuhis Roma i coins are known to have 
been in ci iciiUlI km in Inula* 

L In this cablu«t Kt Dhuarfija is wrongly designated as a 
RushirakuLi king. 

2. In titer cabinet lids dynasty has haen called ^RattuhJ 1 family. 
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No. NAME 

82, Issues of the Must- India 
Company 

83, Coins issued by 

different States in India 
during the age of the 
British Dominance 1 — 

Ajmer 

Alwar 

Bajranggarh 

Bnlwtintnngnr 

Balapur 

Bans warn 

Baroda 

Bastimm 

Bbawnlpur 

Bhopal 

Bikaner 

Bundi 

Cochin 

Cuicb 

Bad a 

Dewas 

Bhar 

Dholpur 

Garhwn) 

Gwalior 

Hyderabad 

Indore 

Jsugarh 

Jabalpur 

Jaipur 

J til nun 

Jatsalmcr 

| hand 

Jhalawnr 

jbimt 

Jodhpur 

jnnagiiib 


No. NAME 

Kai tbs! 

Kalat 

Knrtiuli 

Kishangarb 

Kotab 

Kotin 

1 C uc haw rm 

Las Bela 

Mewar 

Mysore 

N ilgod 

Nagpur 

Nurwur 

Havana gar 

NnsribubnJ 

Orcbha 

Patiala 

Poona 

Praliipgevrb 

Pudukottai 

Rndhnnpur 

Rutin m 

Rena 

Sailuna 

Saogar 

Sbflhpur 

Sbeopur 

Shikarpnr 

Sirmur 

Tonk 

Ujjaitl 

Udaipur (Cliliofa) 
Udaipur 

64 . Coins ol the Govern* 
me tit ol British India 
dn the British and 

Colonial iieiics) 


III 

It is not possible to give here detailed description of 
any of tlje series mentioned above. For information about 

1. Mi»st of thfcie States were la existence before the supremacy 
of the British power be»an lobe seriously fell In India. But 
as they are all ascribed in lb* cabinet to 0 >e class or group, 
we have chosen this name to denote the whole gioup, 

59 
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some of tli 12 :u, the reader may be referred to tbe published 
catalogues, a list of which is given in the hildiography. The 
information, however, will necessarily be incomplete for 
these catalogues are now out-of-date and do not include many 
relevant coins now preserved in the Museum. We now 
badly need revised editions of these catalogues. So also we 
like to have printed catalogues of the important unpublished 
series preserved in the collection of the Museum. For example, 
at present we are engaged in examining the Buna coins of 
Ibis collection, and are convinced that the publication of a 
critical dissertation on these species will render a great 
help in solving the problems connected with one of the most 
enigmatic series of coinages of ancient world. 1 
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3omc of these coins have been published, 
series of I lima coins of this collection has 
treated critically. 


But the whole 
nowhere been 






A SHORT NOTE ON THE COIN-COLLECTION OF THE 
CHANDRADHARI SINGH STATE MUSEUM 


K. K. MIS ft A 


This State Museum ht; been founded with the varied 
collections of Shri Chamlrudhuti Singh of Chcmdr&imgar 
Deorhi, P. s. Madhubani, Dist. D.irbhungn and his two sons, 
ns nucleus. The coin-collection of this Museum also forms 
a part of tile munificent donation by the above gentlemen. 
It consisted of 1837 coins which was augmented later on 
by the Government, through Acquisition, gift or purchase, by 
79 coins. The coins mainly belong to Iculo-Gretk. Muslim and 
Hindu periods. A number of cast coins and mould coins are 
also available. However, proper classification is still incomplete 
mid it will take some lime to decipher and arrange the collec¬ 
tions in order to have a glimpse of the coin history of India, 
Prior to this, chemical treatment of each coin is necessary. 
One of the rare coins available in this Museum is that of king 
Menander. The other rare gold coins belong to Gupta period. 
Mention may be made of the gold coins of N arsithhnguptu 
in this connection. There are several punch-marked coins 
too as well os two terracotta Seals from Sarikissa and 
Mathura. An approximate idea of the collection can be 
hud from the following figures : 
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Gold coins 
Silver coins 
Copper coins 
Miscellaneous 
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Efforts arc being made to enrich the collection by 
the coins available ia the locality, belonging to Pfila-Seiitt 
and other periods under the Treasure Trove Act and even 
otherwise. 


THE CO 1N-C0L LECTION OF THE JAIPUR MUSEUM 

J'tn'A PRAKASH 


TJie earliest coins comprising the Jaipur Museum collection 
are the silver punch-marked coins, of which only four 
specimens fire represented. The Archaeological Department 
of Rajasthnn, however, possesses about 3,000 cot us, Most 
of the latter come from Rail h which has yielded the largest 
number yet found from any single State in India. Thu 
Jaipur 'treasury has also got some ol these coins in the 
miscellaneous accumulation of old imcitrrent picas, All 
these put together and examined may reveal important groups 
and classes. Of the four coins in the Museum, one is 
round, two square with clipped corners, and one oblong. 
On the obverse, all the four have got Sun symbol in common. 
Other symbols are bull, rabbit, tree, chuityn, caducous, nrnl 
a few indistinct and incomplete devices. The reverse is 
obliterated and shows bare traced of one or two punches. 


iJ a] P~ r ^histum 6 ot a couple of copper coins of 
the Kushan i king Vtma Kadphises of ordinary type showing 
kmg on one side :i m] Siva with bull on the oilier There 
is also a single copper coin of Kumsbku which contains his 
effigy With the Greek legend Uhc Great fctng of kings' on the 
obverse, and Lhe figure of the Sun god with his name on the 
reverse. Huvisbka is represented by two gold and two 
copper corns. The gold coins bear half-length portrait of 
Jluvishku on the obverse, and the deities Ardocbsko and 
Mao on the reverse. The copper coins illustrate two 
varieties j on the obverse, the first shows king reclining on 
couch while lhe second represents him in n seated position; 
on the reverse, there is a deity on both the coins. 

Oqr collection of Gupta coins consists of the following 
types: the Sumdurd type of Samudrnguptn, and the Archer 
and Lion-slayer types of Cbandrugupta 11. The Jaipur 
State Treasury is in possession of one specimen each of the 
Chandragupta-KurnSradevI type and Lyrist type of coins 
of Sumtdragupta. A tiny silver piece of king Wityu in 
our collect mu also deserves mention. It was received from 
the Lucknow Stute Museum* 


i ■ Wij IjiUt four electron coins of btirburous unnearatice 

Thir.i' 0 1 , ,", lbL ' S, “'h tli ->f <Ue l,tcr7Srr‘E 

y iho issue, of Lolitldityi MuUipldo of KssJimir 
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jinJ con t Eii a the lege nil Sri Pmtap standing far PraLipaditya. 
On the reverse, the legend is K iJj, an nbb re tin lion of 
Kid nr ii, the name of the origin:*! lender ol the tribe who 
conquered Kashmir about 475 A. V. These specimens 
belong to the hoard of 16,448 coins which wns discovered 
in the fortress of Aunjh&r in Banda District uf U.R Chemical 
analysis shows that they centum 10 p*r cent gold, 13 per 

cent silver, 75 per cent copper, nml the rest ntloy. One ut 
these specimens contains the letter ja in between Sri nrul 
1’rjtrtp, denoting that it was probably issued by Jail* an 
usurper. 

The Museum has one specimen of SdutirJAa dramwu of 
the Gurjara Pratihsm king Bhojadevu l of Krmiiauj. There 
is ulso a gold coin of Gougeyndeva, the KiLvchuri king, 
bearing on the obverse the kings name in DevauSgin 
script jlL id Lukshmi seated with four hands spread tit her 
sides on the reverse. The GShaiJn vain kings imitated this 
design, as is clear from a gold coin of Goviodachandradeva 
preserved in the Museum, 

Rajput ana currency is represented here by the thin Bat 
pieces on which the Sussunian influence is clear; they bear 
ihe bust of the king on obverse and a Sttss&niuU fire altar 
with aUendtfute on reverse. Cater tlitac coins were styled 
as yadlmfj** fiiisM* 


We have ISO copper coins attributable to the Br&hnuna 
kings of Ohind, from u single find, which show a slight tinge 
of bronze. 

The South Indian coins in out Museum are represented 
lav 23 f imams described ns Ramaruya, Vlrar&ya and Piiuty:* 
bv the Madras Governmunt Museum from which most of these 
have come ns gifts to this institution, and 2b gold coins 
comprising the issues of Pidlavos, Chains, Kashira kupts, 
ChSHikyaS and the kings of Vijaynnagnr etc. Attention is 
invited' to ptdfiMtankat, ye yajiafi juipo^, and d 

Zd We also have cue specimen of the curious fish* 

hook money tlartn) issued by All II of Adilsbahi dynasty of 
Bijapur, 

Muhammad bin Sam is represented by a solitary billon 
specimen. The Museum bus coins also of lUutmish, 
C^Sidk Boll™. Jalnlnddin F1ro. II, A1 m«b M.J«n- 
m-J Shull, Mubarak Shah I, GhiyasuchUn Tughluq l, 

Muhammad fill) bin Tughluq, and l 'and cooper’ 
The Lodis are represented by some coins of billon and copper. 
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Issues of Sbcra Shah anti Islam Shah are represented by 
n few copper pieces only. 

The Museum has also n few copper coins of tire Minmant 
kings Ahmad Shall 1, Humayun Sbah, Muhammad bin 
Hum ay mu and Kalimulluh Shah. Among the kings of 
Jnunpur, Ibrahim Shah, together with Mahmud Shah and 
Hussain Shah arc represented in our cabinet. Coins of 
Hussain Shah predominate in number and form the bulk of 
the collection. Our Museum collection of the coinage of 
Gujarat kings starts with Mahmud I. Issues of M matter Shah 
If, Bahadur Shah and Mahmud Sbah III furnish examples of 
the so-called pedigree coins. 

The collection of the coinage of the Mohammad an kings 
of Mulava consists of the coins of Alp Khan, Mahmud Shah 
Khilji and Gbiyus Shah. 

Among the coins of Mughal emperors, the Museum has 
coins of Humayun, Akbnr, Jahangir, Aurangzeb and Furrnkh* 
siyar. The noteworthy Mughal pieces are a five-muhar 
piece of Akbar, u fine set of portrait coins of Jahangir and his 
copper coins known as ftmciAit and Faint, 

Refhi-d-darjat who ruled for a year only (1719 A. D.) is 
happily represented in our cabinet by a stiver rupee, which 
hears the legend 'struck in India with thousands of blessings, 
king of kings on sea and land, Rcfm-d-darjat.* 

Coins of Muhammad Sbah who called himself a 'Second 
Lord of the fortunate 000100011005 ’ on his coins are represented 
in our cabinet and they have a special importance for our 
collection. It was in his time that the mint 'Savsi Jaipur* was 
instituted and coins were struck by the Jaipur ruler in the 
name of the Mughal emperor from 1153 H. Coins of the first 
four regnal years of Ahmad Sbah Bahadur from Savtti Jaipur 
mint exist in the cabinet. 

The Jaipur Museum coin cabinet has also got stray 
specimens of the coinage of some 25 Indian States, 


THE COlN-COLLECTtON IN THE KERALA MUSEUMS 

N. G. vsmthan 


KoUayam Hoard-Punch-marked Coins 

t„ tills yen 19*6 A. D., . board of 184 p«ncb^n.rL«d 
winswosdikowreaio Elikul.rok.ro, Akal.tan.ra PaU ., 
Kotlnyatn LI,strict, erstwhile Tr.tr.ncor. Suite. Tuc Cai'is 
now form part of the collections of tils 1 edmeo»t>b.pnrsm 
Archaeology Uusoam. Jointly controlled by Ure Governments 
of Madras and Kerala. 

tt k unfortunate that the coins have not been properly 
grouped, Classified or studied- The one symbol that * seen 
a lmost nil coins is the Par$ma Ilya Jiwirtip or ihe Sun 
symbol according to present day scholars, 
association with a chakra of 6 points. Iht symbol appenre 
to be eeametricaHy better executed and it may be presumed 
that the coins belong to the middle or later period. A five 

raSup tySra Appears to be followed in the majority of the 

loins. The coins ore worthy of study nod « i, proposed U 
publish a note cm their class and groups oF symbols. 

Eyyal Hoard-Punch-marked and Roman Coins 

It is a singular coincidence that in the same year a 
hoard containing 33 silver punch-marked corns and 1- gold 
tind 71 silver Roman coins, was discovered Ft om >^- i 
Trichur District, erst while Cochin State, The 71 stiver coim 
have been identified lo belong to Mark 
rna Siir Augustus, NcfOi Tiberius* ^ oun^ ■’ 1 ~ Jl 

•nT the l! gold coins to Tiberius, Cl.ndi.ir, Nero an,l 

Trainn The puncb-merfced coins have not been pr^erly 
SXd and grou pi'il. In some of Om « » « 
to identify clearly even a single symbol while some outers 
• have groups of 3 symbols with the F*m* 

or Sun symbol very prominent. It is impossible to a»ign 
TSSxS period for the coins before a scientific classify 
tion and irrongement on a group basis is hough 

Ik! tirrant thev mtw muchly b* assigned to tuber tbt middle 
£ later peS & pW« cE symbols iu the punch-marked 
coins discovered in Kerala have not so far been studied , u is 
likely that they may throw new information on the groupi g 
of symbols on the punch-marked coins. 


Ml 
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Kerala Coins 

The coins of Kern fa even Coil :iy require n satisfactory 
solution. Many of Lke symbols and the origin of die coins 
remain a mystery. Out perplexing feature about them is tliat 
most of llie esidy corns do not have any script on them. 

CHARACTER 

Kerala, it appears, lias a special attraction to coins of 
small denominations- Tht-ir weights large between 1 and 6 
grains. Rasi Panam, Annulha Raman Pan am, Chtnnn 
Pan am, Kulj Pur run, Velli Pan rim and Vim -Ray a Pnnam 
are some of her old coins, whose symbols defy proper ond 
correct identification. Simple dots, curved and straight 
haes form the main features of the symbols and the social con¬ 
ditions and religious beliefs of the people and the sovereigns 
have to be probed before a satisfactory solution is suggested. 

The Case, however, is different with the later coirs, They 
®*ny emblems, figures and scripts which make identification 
easy. The Lukshmivarahau, Parent hi varabnn, (he Truvan- 
core Varahnn, Double chuckram and Chinn a chuck in m, are 
some of the later types of coins. 

KINDS 

Unfortunately a representative collection of all these 
types of coins is not available In Kerala museums. Kali 
Paniun, Vira Raya Panum ibulli old and new), Yira Kern la. 
Double and single putbetis, Varnhirtis, and Puivati rupees 
form important items in the colU-ctioos of the museum. 
It is interesting to note that these coins of small denomin¬ 
ations have been given different names on the basis of slight 
changes in curves and dots on them. The Kali Panum anti 
Velb Pan am are almost similar except for a floral wreath 
round the edge on the obverse and a double branch on the 
reverse of the hitter, Anantlinrumnii, Chimin and Kali 
Panum resemble very much as they have all degraded form 
of conch on the obverse and indefinite dots and lines on the 
reverse. Department of Archaeology is making attempt to 
incorporate the entire coinage of the State and publish them 
shottly in a Bulletin of Kerala coins, 

South Indian Coins 

The Museum contains a represent a Live collection of the 
coins of South Indian dynasties. An-Tbros, E. Chnluhy/is, 
Hoysalas, Claras, Chains, Vij yanagnr, Pandyns, Kfiyaka- are 
Fume of the dynasties represented. The most important 


1961] coin-collection in kerala museum 473 

of these are the Lion, Bow & Arrow and CUnEtya type of the 
Andhrns, Bull nud Lion open mouth type of the Cbalukyas, 
Elephant to right and Srt above of the Hoysulus, Virnbhu* 
pa ti ray a, P rata pa Haritwra Venkatapathimyn of Vijaynijagur, 
Bow, Seated tiger and 2 fishes type and Ceylon figure series 
c! the Choi is, Swastika and fishes type of the early Faniyas, 
and Vcnkatappa Nayak and crude figure standing or 
holding club of the Nayukas. 

- Miscellaneous Coins 

in addition to the above, miscellaneous coins of the 
French, English, Dutch, Ilyder All, Tipu Sultan form other 
items in the collections oF the Museum. Those of French 
are [he fndo French Arcot issues, of the English Indodlritish 
liirt:'-' swamt Pagoda andl old star pagoda, and of Hyder all 
and Tipu Till tan, the F ana ms and the paisas. No scientific 
Catalogue of these coins exists at present, but it is propsed to 
bring out a catalogue of coins in the Kerala museums in 
the near future. 


As 


- 
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THE COIN-COLLECTION IN THE GOVERNMENT 
MUSEUM. MADRAS 

if. yamaja 

The Government Museum. Minims is the oiliest Slate 
Museum of India* Alt bough Dr. Balfour was the first officer 
in charge of the Museum, when it was started in 1851, tt 
was during the time of his successor Captain Mitchell that 
the nucleus of a corn-collection was made and this collection 
steadily increased during the tenure of office of his succes¬ 
sors, Dr, Bidicj Edgar Thurston and Dr, Henderson* It 
was also largely due to the efforts of Bidle that the coin* 
collection increased from a few hundreds tu more than seven 
thousand gold, silver and copper coins. 

Dr. Bidie made a thorough study of she gold coins in 
the collection, rich iit the South Indian series, and brought 
out two pubications r one on the gold coins of the Museum 
and an ocher on the Pagoda or Varuhu coins of South India. 
The latter was published in the Journal of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal , VoL LI. 

During the years 1863*1908, the Madras Museum 
became u great centre for the study of Anthropology. A 
pioneer investigator in human biology m South India, Dr. 
Edgar Thurston, the Superintendent of the Museum, at this 
time, was keenly interested in Numismatics as well. Unlike 
his predecessors who concentrated more on the South Indian 
series, Dr, Thurston was interested also in the other series* 
The North Indian coin-col lection was augmented with the 
donations received from the Royal Asiatic Society ot Bengal 
and its Bombay Branch, Dr. Thurston enriched the collection 
by the addition of gold coins of South Indian dynasties. 
Pa than and Mughal coins presented by C J. Rodgers, and 
other series of Indian coins which he came across, of which 
mention may be made of Roman aurdi, and Roman denarii 
from Velh&Iurc, Coimbatore* During his lime, in the year 
1S92, the Museum received the collection of South Indian 
coins belonging to T. M. Scott of Madura* Dr. Hullzsch 
recommended the acquisition of SOB coins—gold pnimms, 
p u nch ma i kerl si I vor, Cey lon P Ch ola, P5n Hy a, V i juy a n ag nr a nd 
Sethupathi coins—out oi a collection of twelve thousand coins. 
It was also at about the same time the Museum collection of 
East India Company coins was enriched by the purchase of 
a small collection which included lead double pice, Bombay, 
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George 1 panama etc. By 190S more than a ten thousand 
coins were already in the Museum. 

Dr- Henderson, Superin ten dent of the Museum during 
the years 1908-19 got the collections catalogued and Libelled. 
He collected for the Museum, Indo* Danish coins and South 
Indian coins during bis time and published a comprehensive 
catalogue of the coins of Hyder All and Tipu Sultan. 

By 194], whole Indian scries of coins was well repre¬ 
sented in a collection containing twenty-six thousand. To 
the foreign coin-col lection, which was hitherto unattended, 
specimens of primitive money, Chinese spade, knife money 
etc. and Swedish plate money were added during the last 
few years. 

The Curator in-charge of the Numismatics section attends 
to the work of cataloguing and registering the coins acquired 
for the coin cabinet. At present Lbe coltection contains more 
than lwenty-six thousand coins. 

Out of the entire collection, nearly one half represents 
the coinage of Northern India from the earliest times to the 
present day. 

t The Purd/jctt or punch-marked coins, the earliest Indian 

coins in the collection, art more than three thousand in 
number. This collection has been built up mainly 
through treasure trove hoards of coins received from 
time to time from various parts of what was Madras Presi¬ 
dency and the present Madras State. Treasure trove hoards of 
these silver punch-marked coins came from all parts of south 
Indio, especially from the districts of Virago pat am, South 
Arcot and Tinnewlly. Notice uf discovery of punch-marked 
coins in the South dates buck to 1S03. it was however only 

* in the year lb91 that the Madras Museum received its first 

hoard of punch-marked coins from Bhimliputum in Viznga* 
pa tarn. There are 74 coittfl of this hoard at present. The 
collection Was augmented with the addition of one^ hundred 
ami sixty-six coins from Vembarur, Tim chi district, found 
probably in the year 1908 and fourteen coins from Ktinujun* 
kultai village in Salem district. In 1924, some more coins 
were received from Gudlvadik in Ivistnn district followed 
by 770 silver punch-marked coins from Mambkm, Madras. 
This hoard with a single gold aureus of Augustus came into 
the Museum in 192 K It was not until years later, in 
1937, that the Museum received seventy-one unique 
coins from Si nga vara ill. in the Nundigatna taluk of the kistna 
district. The corns aE this hoard were believed to have been 
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discovered even earlicf is early as 1934 but the fact came 
to the knowledge of the authorities only in 1937. By that 
time only ^seventy-one coins could be procured for the 
Museum coin cabinet. The most interesting find however 
was unearthed sometime in mi. This hoard containing 
113b sdver corns was found in Bodinaikknmir, Pcriyakulam 
taluk, Madura district. Following this hoard, the Museum 
received eight coins from RotiiiilapaUm, Butiilipatam Taluk, 
district in 19-11, 63 from Alampalnyam, Dbarnpurum, 
Coimbatore district in 19 IS and 2S7 coins found in Vcerasiga* 
mum village, Sutiknr sink oil taluk, Tinncvelly district, <49 
coins from Mathur village and 83 from Perinmumbattu village 
m South Arcot during the years 1956-57, In addition to 
these treasure trove hoards, the collection also contains 2 silver 
coins of the hoard found in Mangrovl in Wnrdba, presented 
by the Director of Industries C.l\ in 1924, two coins from 
Jell! in Durhhnnga district presented by the Bihar and Orissa 
Con. Committee in 1931-32. The Bihar and Orissa Coin 
Committee presented in 1933 nine coins out of the famous 
r nmea board. Of Llie hoards of cuius mentioned above 
treasure trove hoards and other coins, more than half of them 
ore of the ordinary variety of rurSttA* of tire five symbol 
variety. Hiese corns have been classified on the basis of 
thetr symbols as Pre-Manryati, Mauryan nml Post-Muaryan. 
The S.ngavaram hoard of 71 coins mentioned above consti- 
tutes a new type of Purawt» t characterised by features to 
which parallels are bard to find. There is much similarity 
between the coins of this hoard and those of the Soncpur 
hoard discovered m Orissa, in the absence of the usual sun 
and six-armed symbols and other common characteristics 
associated wdh punch-marked coins. The other hoard, 
the Bodiurukkanur hoard of punch-marked coins ”a random 
sample from the corrcncy of a bygone age’* with a symbol 
gjoxipsng of either four or five obverse symbols and a single 
reverse symbol identified ns a fish, is a typical South Indian 
type of punch-marked coin —“a Panilyan issue of punch- 
marked coins. Copper punch-marked coins in the collection 
a.t. ^ryfcwof which the two coins from Besnagar presented 
j the Resident of Gwalior State in 1936 arc interesting. 

The Indo-Bactrian Greek coin series in our collection 
amount to a hundred in number. A major portion of this 
series in our collection were those found in excavations at 
Taicitn and presented 1o us along with local undent and 
IvushHnu coins by the Director General of Arcbaeo 
logy from the Taxi In Museum in 1940. A few 
topper coins were presented in 1934 hy the Superintendent, 
Arch. Survey Western circle for North Western Frontier 
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Provinces ns part of the treasure trove hoard m Bhutn 
village, Hazara, N. W F. Provinces. We huve in our 
collection coins of Eu thy demos 1 Demetrius, Eakrjtidtt, 
Heliokles, Aotialddns Lycias, Apallodotus 1 and Apollo- 
dot us tip Strata, MeiianJtift etc. 

The Kushfma coins in the collection number about 

seventy. The collection bus a few gold dinars of Vasadeva 

fnd eipper coins of KadphbesI, Knnlibk* ^ H-vsbkn 

Of special interest however ure the coins of Kamsbha, I n 

«Sdh coins of Kunishka we have two copper corns 
of Itnmahka—tuid bis other coins m the coilvajoi are 
noteworthy for the evidence _ they aSotd on his 
outlook, especially those bearing a strange medley of gud- 
Greek, Persian and Indian ; while ilia gold coins of Viisudevn 
with the figure of Siva with bull and indent and oilier 
Insignia of Hindu iconography testify to the rapidity with 

which these foreigners succumbed to the influence of tWir 

Indian environment The Kuablna copper coin collection 
of our cabiuet was built up mainly through cents received 
from the Government of U. P. Fart of a treasure trove 
hoard from Bhaujnkia, Maymbl auj, were presented by t.ie 
Maharaja of Muyurbhmj. Nineteen copper com, ^ from 
Scmnianu, P. S. Deoria, Gorakhpur district, were presented by 
Lhc U. P. Comment in I'm. and 11 copper corns from Oral 
village, Bnsti district. From the Patna Gum Committee- wcll 

received d 5 copper coins which were found m Arwi village, 

Barnbanki district. A few coppor Kushmui coins found m 

Tuxik were also received from the Director General o 
Archeology in India* 

The Gupta coins in our collection are only twelve in 
number ; three of Suraudragupta, six coins of Chandragupto I 
nnd Chandragupta II and the rest of later Gupta ^ers hke 
Kumaragupta II. The types represented aru thg taama* 
Cbuudtagupta 1-KumatadeVt type. Standard type of Samudra- 
Xnta. and Bow and arrow type of Chandragupta If. 
The collection is very small and poor, and has m 

for improvement. There are no silver uni copper coin* of 
the Guptas in the collection. 

Of the crude inartistic and limited coinage issued by 
the numerous Rajput dynasties who flourished and declined 
E the 8th and ll'th centuries A. D there are about 
fifty coins in all. The coinages o f only the Ratliors of Knnmij, 
r bun bans of Aimer and those of Narwar are represent*! 
in it A majority of these were prise*nted by the Supenu- 
"it of Archaeological Survey of India for the Punjab 
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Government in 1934. These were found in Ghnmruuj village 
in Giirgnon end tire mostly of the Bull tind Horseman type. 

The collection has over 1000 corns of the Kliiljis, the 
rughluqs, the Sayyids mill. Lotii^ nnd the Surs representing 
the coinage of the period from 12tb to the 16th century 
A. D. Later Sultanate coins are comparatively plentiful in our 
fffi-'ei * bc eiulit-r Bull and Horse mu n issues. The 

iX jlu Sultan scries of coins in our collection were built up 
1 tuoiigb treasure trove boards, donations received from 
North Indian museums and the Governments of U. P., Punjab 
tic., und a major pottioi) of Mr. tledger's collection. Gold 
coins ol Gbiyosuddiu Tugbluq and Alauddin Mohammed S1 k.1i 
were found from treasure trove hoards in the yea is 1921 and 
1WL from Knrnnai-puducberi, Cbinglcput district, Rmnftilur- 
gam, bdlnry district, nun those of Qutbuddin Mubarak Skill 
1, Mohammad III bm Tughluq from Nuzvid i n Kistaa distilct 

*r l, ’ , In tw , a S oIJ c&ins of Mohammad III bin 

rugbhsq found iti Pipargaon, Fnrrukbtibad district, were 
presented to us by the U. P. Coin Committee. Silver and 
capper Delhi Sultanate coins were collected from gifts from 
uit Governments of Uttar Pradesh, Superintendent, Archaco- 
N° rtbcro Circle and the Paojab Government. 
In 1926 we received five silver coins of Sber Shah and Islam 
Sliuh, part of tiensure trove from Bhilwal, Haidargarh, 
Gaiabwiki district through the Government of 13. l\ ntul 97 
copper corns of the Sur moimrchs Islam Shah, Ibrahim Shah, 
a I oh am mad Shu AdiJ, port of treasure trove find from Nandi- 
ftlawoiaidi, Gijranwalla district through the Government of 
I unjub and another eight coins of Shar Slmh, Islam Shah and 
Mohammad Adi 1 part of find from Stmdaha village U.F. 
in 1934 through the U P. Government. The collection also 
contains twenty copper coins of Pul bun, Kaiqubnd, Fsroz II, 
Alauddm Mohammad Shah, Mubumk Shah I, Tughluq 1 and 
Mohammad III bm Tughluq from Abdulapur Samoa, Aha ha- 
bud, presented by U.F. Government in 1935; three gold silver 
and 1 copper of Husninpur, Nakpur, Suhrnnpur district find 
presented by the U. P. Government in 193S and six Lodi 
coins from Ratukhct, AI morn Dist„ twenty-seven silver, billati 
and copper coins of Kritbuddiri, Mu Bohram JatalmMin 
Firoz etc presented by the Superintendent of Archaedogicul 
Survey of Northern Circle, Agra, Delhi in I9J9. The Colk-C- 
ttons wcie built up mainly on the donations received from 
the institutions mentioned above. The only hoard of Delhi 
Sultanate silvet coins worlh mention for the South was a 
hoard of fifty billon coins found in 1942 from Rajapudi 
vuJugje* Pt’Uiijipuramf Ease Go Limi district Tins hoard 
contained coins of Alauddin Mohammed Shah Tughluq i, etc. 
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Tbfl Bengal Sultanate coin-collection amounts to more 
ifran hundred silver coins in number. 

The Mughal coins in our cabinet are the best in the whole 

series of medieval North Indian cobs. The ibee t 0113 
Mughal coins in the Museum, represent the coins issued by 
almost nil the Mughal rulers from Hnmoynn to Shah A lain 11. 
Coins of Pretenders have found their place in the Cabinet 
helping to fill many gaps in the history and chronology of 
these Great Mughals. The coins of the Mughal cm^tor 
Auransazeb amount to one third of the entire Mughal com 
collection, containing 675 coins in gold, silver and copper, 
and the rest 650 coin of Shah alam II. 535 o£ Mohammad 
Shah and 400 of Akbar etc. The Mughal coin collection, 
especially of the silver coins, was received from various 
institutions in the North on distribution gratis basis. In 
1925 the Museum received twenty-nine silver corns of 
jnbandur Shall, FnrniUhsiyur. Rafiuddarjal, Shahjelmn LI, 
Mohammad Shah, Ahmad Shah, Shahjeban III etc. fruin the 
Director General of Archaeology in India who had purchased 
them from the Nelson Wright's collection. Similarly »« l rj -& 
wc received another set of twenty silver coins as ^ permanent 
ban collection from the Director General of Archaeology 
purchased out Of the Nelson Wrights collection o. Mugbal 
coins, la 1925 nine silver coins of Autauga zb. part of md 
from Deng a rut village. Hoslmngabad district, were presented by 
the Director of Industries, C. P., Nagpur. In the same year 20 
silver coins of Mohammed Shah and Shah Alam,11 were found 
in Mulkangiri village, Viznga pataca district and acquired tor 
the Museum. Six silver coins o( Aura ngazeb from Kothnn 
village, Mangrul, Akola district, were received in tram 

Central Provinces and fourteen silver m I92i> i mm the Punjab 
Government, part of find Nngkbum vllkgc, Amn sar ; ol 
copper lulus of Akbar from Fuozrttir district, Mukh tsar 
tehsil, Theri village, Were presented by Punjab Government 
in 192S. Nineteen rupees of Shah Alam 11 were presented 
to this Museum by the Government of U. P. in 1^28. In 
1926 were found thirty-four silver coins of Akbar, bliahjehan, 
Auraiign/eb. Mohammad Shah, Farntkbsiyor unit Shah Alum 
II in Sulbbadi village, Raynghod agency, Vmag district. In 
1 92y + i 0 silvet chains of StiEi.li Alam U Azam Sbtib ff Jals^mlar 
and Fnrrukbsiynr were picscntcd by the Director ot Indus- 
tries C. P. Fifty-four silver coins wire louml in 
at Tumop5rn, Kora put agency, VUagapatnm district 
containing coins of Akbar, Shabjahan, Aunuign*b. Slmh 
Alam I, Jahandar Shah and Fnrukhsiyar and acquired for 
the Museum in 1930. Twelve gold mohars of Akbar, 
Shalljehuii and Mohamm&d Shah were purchased from a 
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private coin-collection and added in 19JQ. One distingui¬ 
shing feature of our Mughal coin-collection is that it includes 
not only the Mughal rupees mid mohar but also the pagodas 
iuid paiiams issued in the name of the some Inter Mughal 
emperors, Ah mud Sbih, Mohammad Shah, Alamgirll and 
Sbab Ainin II from South Indian mints. These pagodas 
and pmianis are found mostly in the Cttdappab district? 4J 
patmms of Ahmad Shah and Alnmgbir Id were found in 1941 
at BaadkpalJe, Rnyacboti tuluq, CitdJupuh district; 34 gold 
coins mainly pahoms found in 1944 at Sidliout Cudclapuh, 
Similar coins have been found in other places at Cnddapnh. 
Of particular interest are the Diu-i-Ijubi mohars of \kbnr- 
those which he issued to propagate his “divine faith". Of 
the; famous zodiacal mohais issued by Jehnngir, we have 
only nvo of dales 1031 minted at Agra with tminis and leo 
signSi The Museum coin cabinet has a good collection of 
the rupees of the Inter .Mughal emperors. 

Coins issued by the Indian Stiites for a period of hundred 
years or more after the decline of the Great Mugkals are also 
iti the collection. 


One might expect the South Indian series in the collection 
to be larger than the North Indian. But it is less than 
a quarter of the entire total of 26,000 coins ; may he not more 
than five thousand, in number. The collection is still a 
remarkable one representing almost all the types of gold coins 
unearthed in South Indm. Coins o: Utu Western and la-istcru 
Chidakyas, coins of the Tamil powers, the Chains au.l the 
P.uitjyas and of more recent time of Vijnyaimgar and the 
Mysore rulers arc a few noteworthy items, not to speak of the 
doubtful coinage of the numerous p.tly kingdoms like the 
HoysaJns and Yadavas, issued during the llih and 11th 
centuries A- IX 

An isolated series in the South Indian coin collect ion, the 
Roman coins in the cabinet number more than two hundred. 
The collection is a remarkable one, ami uiie of the best in llic 
whole of India, built up entirely through treasure trove hoards 
in the South mainly found in and around the Coimbatore 
district bearing testimony to the commercial intercourse 
between Ancient Rome and Ancient India. Treasure tiove 
hoards from Vdlulur in Coimbatore district brought in 1 IS 
Silver. From Karlvalamvaiulanallur in Tmncvdly, six Roman 
nurd were received in 1941 and also another hoard of 50 gold 
from Nnudyjil in Kmnool were acquired in 19 J 4 andfive 
denarii from Pallachi, Coimbatore, were received for the coin 
cabinet in 1948, The hoard from Nandynl acquired in 1934 
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included aureti of Augustus, Claudius, Kero and Domitian. 
Recently a hoard of aureii was found in the kndamatU- 
Amiiidtvi group of islands mid acquired for the Museum in 
1949. Tito fifteen aureii in this hoard contained tUose ol 
Vespasian, Antoninus Plus and Commodus. Roman copper 
coins in the collection were mostly purchased from private 
coin-collectors. A catalogue of the Roman and Bysantine 
coins in the Madras Museum has been prepared by Mr. l. G. 
Aravamudun and will be published shortly. It would be 
worth while noting here that Mr. Aravnmudan, a well known 
numismatist, has already published n catalogue of the 
Venetian coins in the Madras Museum. 

More than six thousand Andhra lead and potm coins 
are available in the Museum cabinet, A large number of 
them of a similar type, with an elcphanL on one side and 
Uijain symbol on the other, without any legend on them, are 
worn out. Prof. M. Rama Kao has published a monograph 
on &ltct Satarahvi* Coin, in the Govtmmtrt Mrnmm, 
Mad™*, in which he has catalogued 223 coins of the Museum 
collection, 24 out of which were obtained from AmuravuUu 
in the Guntur district and eleven from the Tarhulu board. 
The tindspots of the other coins are not known but they 
were probably "obtained during the corns* of excavations 
conducted on ancient Buddhist sites in coastal Audhradesa. 
Prof, Rama Rao has attributed 97 out of the 223 coins 
to the following eight Satavahana rulers: GauUmiputra 
Satakurni—41 coins, Vasistbiputra Puiumavi—17. Satukarni 
IV—5, Sivasri—2, Chandra Satakarni— 1 , Skanda Satakarm 
1 Sri Yuma SataknriH—28, Kama Satakanu—1 and baka 
Sada-l. The remaining coins could not bo ascribed to any 
king with certainty as they do not contain any legends. 

From the disappearance of the Amlliras to the rise of 
the Fallavas, scarcely anything of numismatic interest is 
known* Of an enirely different technique from the Andhra 
coins are the Padmtaniat or cup-shaped corns These 
coins bear fine impressions in relief. The Western uhnlukyan 
coins in the collection are of this type with legends in old 
Cunarese, punched along with the device of a temple or a lion. 


Other types of P dJfttiftini n are available in the series, 
'Ome having a lotus. Of much the same type as the Western 
Chnlukyau coins are the coins of the famous Kodur tieasure 
trove hoard unearthed in 1913 in the Nellorc district and 
tliis type wns subsequently copied by the Telugu Cbola 
chief of the Nellore district in the thirteenth century. 
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Specimens of the Eastern Chalukyan coins in the collec* 
tion do not represent more than three of the numerous 
princes whose names are recorded in inscriptions. The 
Chainkyft princes portrayed the boar, their favourite object 
of worship, on their coins. Coins of the famous Enstern 
Chalukya niler Raja Raja (1012-1062 A.DJ were found from 
Krishna district and also from DowUiswaratn in East Goda¬ 
vari district. This hoard of Eastern Chalukyan and Chola 
gold coins was acquired for the Museum in l c >46. The 
coins of Rtijnraja bear the boar symbol in die centre with a 
lamp on each side and around the edge sis punch-marks — his 
narne, with one Ttjqgudiannadn letter, in each punch. Copper 
coins of this dynasty are also available here. A catalogue 
of the Eastern Chalukyan and Chela coins of the Dowkiswa- 
ram hoards unearthed in 1946, is under preparation. Prof., 
T. Batakrishnan Naif is publishing a bulk tin on this subject 
for the Madras Museum. 

Paucity of numismatic evidence characterises the coinages 
of the three great Tamil kingdoms tao + Very few of the 
Chela P&n# and itiaduU have survived them. Among 
their few coins in the coJkotionj mention may be made oi the 
‘'Ceylon man 11 coins of Raja-Raja I in gold anil copper and 
silver coins oi Rajcndrn commemorating his conquest of the 
Gunge tic valley. The famous Dowlaiswaram hoard 
brought to light two interesting coin types of Kulottungu L 
Thfisa commemoration coins bear legends in Tamil Grant ha 
characters, with the Chola dynastic emblem, the tiger with 
lialu bow and arrow; in the centre of tEie coin. The custom 
of incorporating on their coinage, the cognisance of the 
conquered nations, along with their dynastic cmblcm t seems 
to be a favourite device of not only the Chens but also other 
Sou lb Indinn dynasties like the Pundyns. 

Great difficulty is experienced when identifying the 
Pandyan coins in the collection. Brief legends appearing on 
these coins defy attempts at a proper identification* 
’With the exception of their gold coins found probably in the 
South Canrirn district in 19EG, and identified as coins of one 
1 andyu Dhananjiiya-ievidently a Pa inly a chief, none of 
their copper coins with fish symbol and Tamil legends issued 
during the lOdi and I3th centuries A.D. can be attributed to 
anyone particular ruler as the titles found nts them were titles 
of not one, but many rulers. Mention lias already been 
made uF the Bodinaikkanur hoard of Pnudyati punch-marked 
coins* the earliest Fandyan cams in the series. The Madura 
rectangular copper coins in the series, diostruck pieces with 
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Buddhist devices on them probably of the 4tb-5th centuries 
A,D.| are other early Pu sidy on coins in the collection. 

The Vijuyanogar pagodas and half pagodas in the 
collection are typical South Indian die*Slruck coins. TUe^e 
pagodas with their half and quarter divisions started a new 
fashion in South Indian coinage, and lasted from the Htli 
century to the I9ih century A.D.—a period of five hundred 
years The Vijayanagar coins in gold mid copper abound in 
large number and great variety, issued by almost every ruler 
of nil the three lines, with figures of deities—Saivite and 
Vaishnavite. It was not unusal for the some sovereign to 
exhibit his religious neutrality by issuing coins with Saivite unit 
Vaishnavite deities. The Vijaynnugur senes of coins was 
built up mainly through treasure trove hoards and recently more 
than two hundred cupper coins were added by purchase from 
private coin-collectors to make the collection complete. 


The two Mysore Sultans. Haidar All and his son Tipu 
Sultan during their short rule of thirty eight-years in Mysore, 
^sued a very »rg« r variety of coins, The Museum has the 
best collection of coins of these two Sultans, part of the copper 
collection acquired by purchases in 1904-1905 
in South Canarn. The gold coins were found as treasure 
tyove hoard. While Haider All issued pagodas and panam* 
with figures of Urn S-Mahes vara on the side, following the 
niutern of the coinage of the conquered Tipu Sultan filled 
his coins with religious inscriptions. His coins were named 
S er the first four Caliphs, muslim sninlB «d ^ave^ 
bodies, and were irsned from his various mints in the south 
Some of his coins are the earliest booth Indian coins to have 
a crude milling. The Troyan core coin-collection in the 
Museum was built mainly through the gifts received tojje 
Maharajas of Tiravnnmre. Special mention must be made h r 
of the W/.ora Kmw in tba collection pouted by tie 

Maharaja of Tiavancore in 1B77, to which were added 
subsequent gifts of Truvaocare goU, silver and copper corns. 

Finally, mention may be made of the coins issued by the 
European powers from their factories m India. The Madras 
Museum possesses a good collection of these coins of which the 
coii of the English Hast India Company, the Ind^DanisU 
i fh Ifiiln-Bortu^ueso are ihc best, thanks to the efforts oi 
Dr Edgar Thnrston who to* special interest in the Indian 
minuses o[ these European powers. Uasnig their m*nU|es 
Tthe native coinage, these Enropcnn not,non .ssned com, 
for thins settlements in Ihe Snulh front tho.r mints .nd thetr 
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currencies went out of circulation when their power declined 
in the south. 

Our collection of coins are arranged in coin cabinets, 
specially designed for them. They will ba shown to bonafide 
student of coins, or to groups of students, and to scholars if 
they apply to the Superintendent, 


THE COIN-COLLECTION IN THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
MUSEUM, MATHURA 

V. ff. SRtVASTAVA 

Tiie history of coin -coll action in the At dialogical 
Mutual Mathura may be said to have started with the mcep* 
Wtt. No *rio», to.cvc, 

seems to have been paid in this regard as sculptural Gnds 
alone engrossed the attention of authorities. So much that 
when in 1910 Or. Vogel prepared his famous catalogue, only 

U coi„“ i££dl», 6 of goW w«« found i» lie H«—com 

cabinet. These coins, too, were presumably passed on to 
D, G A. as was the case with earlier and subsequent collection 

ns known from records* 

In course of time, however, coupled with a number of 
discoveries of coins in this region, attention was paid toward* 
the acquisition of coins also and the com cabinet began 
to swell With the appointment of an Art Purchase Commit la 
bv the Government in 1957, purchase ol gold and othc 
coins has became a regular feature and ^re nru 
033 '? co i TV s the Museum’s com cabinet, Tbe*e include 1UJ 
goUcdas! 1930 of silver, 72S4 of copper end 60 com. of 
tlloy ond other metuls— o mojonty of litem liavlOB b.ett 

acquired locally. 

The gold coins may be classified into three groups : jl) 
those of Kusbana dynasty, (2} ol the Gupta rulers and ( > 
certain issues of medieval kings including the cam of Roman 
emperor CwceJla. It has, however, not been possible to 
acquire all the coin types of Kush^a and Gupta ™lers, 
and many an important coin type and varieties are ycl to 

be procured. 

The KushSna scries consists of 27 coins including 1 ol 
Vim* Kadphrses, 5 of Kanisbka, 6 of Huvishka, 1 of Kuushka 
II, 3 of Vasudeva and 11 coins of Later kushapa kings. 

Emperor Cbnndragupta L is represented by a solitary 
coin and Samudragopta by 5 at Standard .&** * 

Archer type, 3 of Baltic-a sc type, 4 of Lyrist type, 4 of 
Asvamedha type and 2 of KScha type Only 4 corns types of 
Chumlragupta II are available viz. 4 coins of Chbatra type, 
p 0 f Arche? type, 3 of Lion-slayer type and 3 ol Horseman 
type. Kumhrogupta I is represents! by S^rdsman type 
( X coin}. Lion-slayer (6), Archer (4), Horseman (5), Tiger 
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slayer (1), and Peacock (2). The Museum possesses only 
two coin types of Skundngupta viz. King and Queen type 
(1) and Archer type (3). Nnrasimhaguptn, KumSragupta 
II, Budbngupta, Vishnugnpta and Safehka have one each, 
while PrakSsaditya is represented by 2 coins. 

The third cat gory coins ists of 9 coins : Gangeyadcva 
(3J, Naravarmadeva (1), Helkcteshancvarma (It, Kumnrapala 
(1>, Carccllo (l). and two very debased coins of Pratapaditya 
of Kashmir and Vinayaditya respectively, 

Obviously our coin cabinet is not so rich its the repertoire 
of sculptures and terracottas. Nevertheless, some of the 
gold coins are of outstanding merit, Mention may be 
made in this connection of a gold stater of KushSnu 
emperor Knnbhka I notable for its perfect state of preserva¬ 
tion and a quarter stater of Hnvishku which is rarely found. 
Outstanding among the Gupta coins are an Asvamedha type 
Coin of iwunudragupta of broad variety and showing on the 
obverse the horse with two straps— a novel feature; coin of 
Lyrist type var. A, with footstool and without symbol, the 
king wearing a pearl bordered Kashmiri cap and having long 
moustaches—a unique feature ; and an Archer type coin 
showing on obverse, besides king, a crescent above Oaruda with 
legend - If r-imthi Vajatya etc. There is only one coin of Lb is 
type in Bayana hoard undone in St Petersburg. Usually 
the legend is Aprutirathj, whereas ti is entirely omitted from 
the present coin. Of the coins of Chaodrngupta II one 
Horseman type coin (cF. Si 1/C PL X. -1) is unique. Yet another 
coin of this ruler deserving at lent ion is the Lion-sluyer type 
which has a complete legend, besides being in u perfect state 
of preservation with a remarkable delineation of the figure 
remarkable feature, The KSrttikcya type coin of Kumfe-a* 
gupta I is another outstanding discovery. It shows Kartlikcya 
on a peacock perched on a leafy platform—a feature seldom 
occuiing on the coin. There Is only one coin of this type 
in Bay ana hoard and one in St/ Petersburg. Mention 
may also be made of the coin of Prakasaditya for introducing 
a new symbol unknown to us so far. 

The silver coins numbering 1930 include punch-marked 
coins with new* symbols, besides 12 coins of the earliest series, 
coins of Indo-Grecks and In Jo-Pti i ihians, and Iudo-Sassaiiians, 
and a few issues of Gupta rulers. 

Among the copper coins, there arc a large number of 
Kusbapa coins. Other dynasties represented in this category 
include the NSgas, local rulers of Mathura, Tribal coins and 
some coins from various ancient sites such as Kausambf, 
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Ahiclmbhatru and Taxil*. Of these p the coins of Sodasa and 
n coin of KlmagupU deserve mention- 

The 60 coins of billon and other metals include a few 
Drammas and issues of Muslim kings. 

It has not yet been possible to prepare a catalogue of 
our collection^ Nor has it been possible to study these coins 
in detail so fat due to many unavoidable circumstances. 
Attempts are* however, being made in this direction and it is 
hoped that very soon we shall be able to bring to light all 
these coins in a catalogue to enable the scholars to study 
them in detail. 


THE COIN-COLLECTION IN THE CENTRAL 
MUSEUM, NAGPUR 

V. P. RODE 

The museum ’which was established in the year 1S63 
seems to have started its coi n-collection early as the first 
recorded date of receipt of some silver and copper coins from 
Major Penrse Ii, A, is the year 1867. The museum has been 
regularly receiving treasure trove coins, but for irony years 
there was no numismatist on the staff of the museum, The 
first catalogue of coins in the museum was prepared by 
Mr. G. a Bleazby which was published m ISOS. There are 
twelve sections in the catalogue in which the collection 
has been classified. It was only in 1912, when Mr. N Meson 
Aiyer was token on the stuff, that the catalogue of undent, 
medieval and modern Indian ami foreign coins was prepared 
on scientific lines, but it was not published. Mr. SI. A. Suboor, 
a keen student of Muslim rmmismatics, prepared two cata¬ 
logues of coins of the Sultans of Delhi and their contemporaries 
and those of the Moghuls u tiJ their contemporaries but these 
catalogues also were not published. In 1919 Mr, Suboor 
was appointed ns Coin Expert. The Coin Expert was required 
to report on the treasure trove finds of coins recovered in 
the Centra] Provinces & Bernr in addition to his own duties. 

A list of coins acquired during the year was appended to the 

Annual Reports of the museum, but since these Ktpoiis 
were discontinued and Triennial Reports were published from 
1922-23, this practice stopped. 

Since Ihc museum was on the list of institutions to which 
treasure trove coins were supplied, it was receiving quite a 
good number of coins for its coin cabinet every year. As 
the number of finds of Muslim coins has been more than 
lluit of ancient and medieval coins, the collection of 
Muslim coins in the museum is bigger than the collection 
of ancient and medieval coins. Nevertheless the collection 
of ancient and medieval coins in the museum is fairly 
representative and contains the coins of all the well 
known dynasties. The earliest cobs represented in the collec¬ 
tion are the punch-mat kid coins. The coins of Dhapcwurn 
(Bolaghal) board discovered in 1893 belong to the pre-Maui ya 
period. Another interesting find of the punch-marked coins 
which includes Masaku coins comes from Thatharj in the 
Bilospnr district {JNS I, XIX). A coin from the Bhandam 
hoard of Ktmh9pa*u coins deserves special mention os it bears 
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au Owl symbol which has so Jar not been found on any 
other punch-marked coin (J.VS1, X, p. 75). There is quite 
n good collection of SHtavabann coins in the museum as it 
cun tains the issues oJ the recently known kings from the 
Tarhala hoard discovered in 1939 and published by Pi of. 
Mirusbi HSr, Q). There are two gold coins of the Kush&nas, 
which come from Harda. Ojic is a quarter stater of iluvisbkn 
am] the other a stater of Kanlshkn III XVIf). The 

museum has representative collection of the coins of the 
Western Kshatrnpns as it contains 89 coins from the Sonepnr 
hoard from the Cbhindwara district ( jVS, XVI(, article No. 
345). Of the Gupta coins in the museum, one coin of 
Chandraguptn II is most interesting as it is of a rare variety 
of the Cbbutra type (JNsI.XVlt}, The museum possesses 
some interesting coins of the contemporaries of the Guptas. 
The gold coins of the N ala kings which are known from the 
Edenga find to Bastar arc in the museum cabinet (JJf SI, I, 
p. 291. Museum possesses the repousse coins of Mahcndra- 
dityn and Pm sab n am atm' {JJTjS /, X, p, 13 H, & IXSI, XVII, 
p. 215 Id). The silver coins of Krishna raja, the Eaily Kalio 
churi ruler, deserve special mention {JjV.SI, III). Of the coins 
of the medieval period, the collection of coins of the K«Ia* 
churis of Dahahi and Daksbina Kosalu is fairly rich. There 
arc nil the known types of Gungeyndeva's gold coins. The 
coins of Isurpur (Sagur) find are thick and small while those 
of the Birchi find are of usual ly;>e (INS/, XV11, pp. 110*11 l)u 
The coins of impure metal look pkc silver coins. The 
Museum possesses almost all types of hold and copper coins of 
the Kubi churis of Dakshinu Kosala- 'Gull coins of Somes vara 
of Chakra to ta deserve special mention [7.V5J, 111, XVI). 
The Western Chalukya coins from Eimdravnti are interesting. 
The coins ofJngaddcva Paramara discovered at Rohinklied in 
the Buldhann district also deserve special mention {POO, 1946). 
The Museum possesses the Padnaimkat of the Yudava 
rulers, Singliniin, Mahadeva and Ramachaadra. The 
collection of Vijnyanagur coins is also quite representative. 
Of the copper Coins of the Guild rulers, those of Jatba are 
interesting. 

The collection of coins of the Sultans of Delhi nnd their 
con temporaries in the museum is fairly rich. The cabinet 
contains gold issues of Nasiruddira Mahmud, Alauddin 
Khilji, G liiyas i id din, Muhammad bin Tughluq and Piro^ 
Tughliiq Gold coins of the contemporaries of the Sultans of 
Delhi are those of Ghiyns Shah, Mohd. Shah and Nastr Shall 
of Mnlava, Mohd. Shah of Gujrat and Ahmad Shah II and 
Mohd. bin llumnyun Shah of Gu Ihurgu. 

62 


490 


N.S.L GOLDEN JUBILEE VOLUME [JiViS/, XXIII 

The museums collection of the Mughal coins is ike richest, 

hi which (ire represented several interesting, rare and newly 

known mints of the Mughal rulers. The new mint in gold 

of Aurangzeb represented in the collection is Lucknow 

(-VS, XXX, 1911), New mints in silver of the same ruler are 

Purenda, Kanji and Nasratgarh. New mints in the srimc 

metal for Shah Alum Bahadur are Azumnegar and Parenda ; 

for Farrukksiyar, liankapur, Sikakul and Shaken t for 

Rafiuddarjat, Bunkapur; for Shahjahan II, Bahadurgarh; lor 

Mobd. Shah, Kakurti and Sikakul; for Alamgir N. Qandilhar 

and for Shah A lam II, Eiichpur and Asafubiid Ujbnni 

' 

Ol the total number of 224 Mughal gold coins in the 
museum, 102 coins are of Anrangzeb in which 18 mints are 
represented. 
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THE COIN-COLLECTION IN THE NATIONAL MUSEUM, 

NEW DELHI 

I. D. MATHUR 

During the past 12 years of its existence, the Rational 
Museum b*ts built up a sizeable collection of about-4,100 
coins, including about 1,800 gold coins, and the rest silver and 
copper, and a few foreign coins, largely through P^base, 
gifts and treasure trove distribution. The National Museum 
bas the privilege of being the first in the list of museums in 
India which are entitled to a share of any treasure trove had 
in any part of the country, coming only after the museum of 
the treasure trove region. Even as regards its collections, 
the National Museum is in possession °f conis o| sorn^ 
of the best known varieties and some rare coins ot India, us 
large and representative collection, consisting of important 
varieties, ranges from the earliest punch-marked type a _e 
latest East India Company coins, spanning • 

Gth century B. C. to about the middle of the I9lb <^ nt “ r y 
A. D. It is composed of coins acquired from some of the b^ 
known private collections like the Parruck collection ot to 
Sassanian coins, the Havana hoard of Guptu gold coins o 
which the Museum has around 600 pieces l73 cknce ptec^iof 
this hoard were presented by the Maharaja of Bharatpur 
through the President of India, and the purchased), 

4 009 coins of Noraynni hoard presented by the Wet 
Bengal Government, 1680 coins of the 1 artlmsarthy 
collection, 4,407 coins of the S, T. Smuvasagopalachari 
collection and 7,846 coins of the jalan Collection, to name a 
few. As early ns 1050, M». Birbal Satai pwamgl jo the 
National Museum a collection of com mo clli fa el o ngs , d J 
Yawl hey as collected from Khokrakot, Roh ak of the ea ly 
variety of cast coins. The collection is a valuable possess ou 
of the Museum inasmuch as it shows the ancient Indi. i 
technique of casting coins, 

The earliest series comprises, among others, P«''cb* 
marked, Indo-Bactrian and I ndc-Scythian coins of different 
varieties, besides the local issues from Taxila. A ^h' 
Uijayini, Mathura and several other places. Of the punch- 
marked coins of which the National Museum has more than a 
thousand pieces, there are varieties oF both the early and later 
groups with usual symbols of tue Sun, the Taurine, the Lotus, 
the Tree-in-rniling and miscellaneous animal figures. 
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Of the Sassinian coeds, wo have it gold coin issued by 
Slut pur II and the rest silver and copper issues of the kings 
from Papik to YezdegeJ III including rare und unique pieces- 

The next distinctive series is that of the Gupta gold coins 
of which the Museum has some new and unique specimens, 
for example, ChakraMm}# type of Kucha, King ami ‘Queen on 
couch type of Cbandragupta II, Lion-slayer, Rhinoceros-slayer. 
Lion-trampler-Elepbant-rider types of Kumargupta I and King 
and Lnksbmi standing type of Sknndagupta. 

Of those belonging to the medieval and later periods 
of the North, mention may bn made of the coins of Hflrsha, 
Sasanki, Samantnduvn and the Gab a d aval ns and Tomnras 
respectively of Kannauj Lind Delhi, besides a number of Coocb 
Bibar, Nepalese and Tibetan issues. 

The Museum collection of South Iudi&n coins has lately 
been greatly enriched by the acquisition of two important 
collections acquired from Shti Parlhusurtby and Shri S.T. 
Srinivasagopalachuri. The coins of the SalunkSynnas, Vishnu- 
k und ms, Eastern Ghakikyas, l\illavas, Cboias, Cberas, Pundyas, 
Sultans of M'abfir, Setupati, Traikutakas, Western Kshatrapas, 
Bubamanis, Andhras, Vijayaimgar are now fully represented, 
thus titling an important gap in the representative character of 
the Museum collection. 

The Muhammadan series include coins both of the 
Turko-Afghan and the Mughal periods. In the first group 
we have a unique bilingual silver coin of Mahmud of Ghazni 
containing, on one side, Ji dim i in Sauskritized version in the 
Hth century Nagurl characters, and on the other side, the 
name mid titles of the Sultan in Arabic and Kufic script; 
another unique coin of Hasir Shah Khnlji with scalloped 
borders, and n few rare coins of Allaudin Mohammad 
Shah. Out of the large collection of coins of the other 
Sultans of Delhi and the Mugbals, mention may particularly 
be made of a rare issue of A tbar with a hawk against a 
floral background, signifying his conquest of the Deccan, 
Zodiac coins and a coin showing the portrait of Emperor 
Jahangir. 

The collection of coins purchased from Shri Him Lull 
Jalan of Patna has 7846 old corns. These include, 1 punca 
marked coin, 196 European silver, 1651 Muslim and Indo- 
Sassaiitan silver col [is, 1700 silver Mughal coins, 178 gold 
Mughal coins, 78 gold coins of Sultan of Delhi, 107 miscella¬ 
neous gold coins, 82 ludo-Grcck coins, 116 Gupta gold 
coins, etc. 
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Besides the above, there is a large number of coins of 
the native States of India such as Malaya, Gujarat, Lucknow, 
Indore, Jodhpur, Gwalior, ] palmer .Bhopal Da tm, Udaipur, 
Orchlm, Ratlam. Bivndi, Kotah, jhalawar, Chandert, Muhc 
swan, Jaipur, Hyderabad, Bar Oil a, etc. 

Of the foreign coins, the National Museum has those 
from Mexico. Egypt, China, Ghana, Ceylon, Argentina, 
Belgium, Fiance* Africa * fran, £tc. 
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RA1 3AHEB CHANDRIKA PRASAD COLLECTION 
OF THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA 

X- GUPTA 

In 195J P Srimati Rumduiari Devi bequeathed to the 
Numismatic Society of India n collection of coins which 
belonged to her father Rui Saktb Chaudiika Prasad of 
Ajmer* who was n member of the Society in the early days. 
On the death of Srimati Ramdulari Devi, the executors of 
her bequest* transferred the coJ lection to the Society. Since 
the Society had no place of its own, it was kept in the 
custody of the Prince of Wales Museum, Recently it tins 
been transferred to Yarauasi and is now kepi with the Bharat 
K&1& Bbavan* 


Silver Coins 

The collection consists of 121 gold and 16 silver coins 
and medals. The silver coins unfortunately are of no value. 
They are looped and were used ns ornament; hence they 
ore sufficiently worn. They are the corns ol the East Indio 
Company of Farruklmbad mint of the year -45- 

Gold Corns 

ANCIENT 

Among the gold coins, one is a Kidaru coin and two 
belong to the Gupta dynasty. One of them is the Archer 
type of Chandroguptn II and the other is the Horseman 
type of Kuinarogupta I, Unfortunately the latter is very badly 
battered, A pagoda of Pradapa Dev&mya is also there. 
Besides them, there are two tokens ; one is of KJmnderoo 
and the other is a base gold Gupta Imitation* 

SULTANATE PERIOJ> 

The remaining coins are of the medieval and Lbe modern 
period. 12 of them belong to the Sultans of Delhi ( 3 of 
the Khlljij 3 of the Tughluq and 1 of the Suri dynasty). 
Among the Khlljl coins, two belong to Piroz II (DMC t 280) 
and one to Mubirak I ( SMG W 363)* Of the Tughluq coins, one 
belongs to Tughtuq I, 5 to Muhammad tit and one to Firoz 
III, All are of Delhi mint and dated 717, 724, 725, 726, 733, 
and 736. The Suri coin is of Shcrshtifu Besides these there 
is a coin of Miuaffur II of Gujarat dated 926 A. H. This 
is a rare specimen of this dynasty known in gold* Three 
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coins belong to Malava Snltans-one to Muhammad I and two 
to Glnyas Shah. 

MUGHAL 

Among the Mughal corns, IS coins belong to Akbar, 

4 of which are imitations j 10 belong lo Agra (dated y 7L 
Q7i 974 975* 49 Abaci), 2 to Abamedabad (dated 984 and 
i io' Urdu Zufar Quariu Mated 985). The latter v> « ™g 
piece. The remaining one coin is a square piece dated 7 on 
which the mint is not clear. 

There are a set of 12 Zodical imitations of Jahangir in this 
collection. They are fine in iheir 

coins are 8 in number; two are of Akbarobad, one of 
Allahabad, one of Burfaunpur and three oi 
Anrnngzeb's coins are 5, one each of Ajmer, Akbatabad, 
Aurangabad, Multan and Shaja harm bad mint. 

Of the Later Mughal* one coin is of Kafmddarjal, 
two of ShnbjaUiin H, five of Muhammad Shaft, one of Ahmnd 
chnh one of Alamgir If, otic of Sbabjahan HI and t^ 0 ol 
Vh*ih Alain tt Of these. Muhammad Shah's coind blamft- 
SfJdHdtLS ot Sb.bjoho„»t»a .«= i*t« M ti„ g . The 
latter is exceedingly rare. 

Then there is a coin of Ahmad Shah Durrani of Data 
mint Sixteen coins belong to the Nnwabs of Awadh. I ne of 
them are of Ghaziuddm Haider, four of Muhammad Alt, two 
of Amjad All and sis of Wajid Alt. 


native 
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belonging to Kamnsingh, one of Udaipur ana l 

of Bundi. 

EAST INDIA COMPANY 

Two coins ore of the E»st M» Compsny 

<***rj£!!ZS! TWO donbtssbsrB S 

wllUnm'w To osbl.a of QiMtt Victoria end two mnbnrs 
SlM* 1882 of the British period .« araon 6 st the 

other coins. 

The remaining 6 coins are foreign. Three belong lo 
France and two to South Africa, and the sixth com t s an 
imitation of the Venetian ducat. 
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Medals 

Amongst Ilia medals, the most noteworthy is the port* 
rail modal of Glmziuddin Haider, the Nawnb of Awudb, 
which he had issued on the occasion of his coronation in 
1234 A. H. The other medals arc mostly war medals of 
the British period as follows ; 

1. Burma Medal 13S7-89 (silver*. 

2. Central India Medal 1557-5!$ (silver). 

3. N. W. Frontier Medal (silver), 

4. Punjab Medal 1549 (silver). 

5. Afghanistan Medal 1 £73-79-30 (silver). 

6. India Medal (silver). 

7. Tibet Medal 1903-04 (silver). 

8. Delhi Durbar Medal 1911 (silver). 

9. War Medal 1914.15 (bronze), 

10. The Great War Medal 1914-18 (bronze). 

This collection of coins and medals in itself Is neither 
rich nor very important; but it is bopei that it would 
serve the purpose of a nucleus for a Numismatic Museum 
in the times to come. 
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THE COINXOLLECTION OF THE PRINCE OF 
WALES MUSEUM. BOMBAY 

EL GUPTA 

The Prince of Woles Museum of Western India! Bombay, 
bias about 30,000 coins in its Numismatic Section and they 
cover almost; all the series of Indian coins as well as include 
coins of Ancient Greece. Rome and Persia and also sortie 
modern coins of the world. The collection has been built 
from the presentation of the treasure trove coins by various 
State Governments of lndia p gifts and purchases* 

Treasure Trow Coim — The Bombay Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society was from the very beginning dealing with the 
treasure trove finds of the Bombay Presidency. It appears 
that i t began to set apart coins from the treasure trove finds 
for this Museum ns early as 1907* soon after the idea for 
establishing the Museum took the concrete shape and the 
foundation stone of the building was laid by the Prince of 
Wales. These coins remained with the Society and were 
sent to the Museum in 1920, when the Museum started 
functioning. Since then the coins from the treasure troves 
found in various parts of the State have been regularly pre¬ 
sented by the Government, In tbe selection of these coins,, the 
Museum had its direct hand from the very beginning. Since 
I he Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society had no 
coin expert with them, with the establishment of the 
Museum, they began to send the treasure trove coins to the 
Museum for examination, and in lien they agreed to give to the 
Museum the right of first selection of the coins from 
the treasure troves examined by it. This arrange¬ 
ment continues even now, though the work of the disposal 
of treasure troves has now been taken up from the Society and 
given to the Director of Archives and Historical Monuments, 
Maharashtra Government As such the Museum collection 
contains almost all the selected coins of the treasure troves 
which were discovered during the last forty years and came to 
the notice of the Government, 

The Museum collection also includes coins from the 
treasure troves found in other States of India. The State of 
U, F. placed the name of this Museum in its distribution list 
as early as April 1917 ; Madras in January 1918, Bihar in 
September 1 91S and the Central Provinces in 1918. Of these 
Slates, however, U. P. and G. P. are the only ones regularly 
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sending coins to the Museum. Bihar after some years m the 
beginning, totally stopped to send. Coins from Madras were 
received regularly for some years in the beginning but now 
for the last fifteen years* the Museum has recieved coins from 
them only on some i are occasions. Coins from a few other 
States were also reed veil occasionally. The coins received 
from the treasure troves, belonging to other territories, arc 
neither many nor representative. 

Poona Aroh&dogiml Museum Collection —The office of the 
Superintendent, Archaeological Survey of India, Western 
Circle, Poona, was maintaining a small museum. It had u 
quite good collection of a few thousand coins, representing 
many of the Indian series. This collection appeals to have 
been formed from the treasure trove coins, received fiom 
various sources, This Museum Was abolished in 1914 and 
its collection was transferred In Prince of Walts Museum* It 
forms a good part of the numismatic collection of the Mu&tiitiu 

P* F* MarjS CdUcHcn—ln 1015, a big collection of art 
and antiquities belonging to Punisholtani Vi: linn Muvji was 
purchased by the Board of Trustees of the Museum, it 
included 3486 coins belonging to different series of Indian 
coinage. 

JlmPtU Gdhttkn —In 191C + a smalt collection of about 
600 coins, belonging to Cnpt R. M. Howell o! S. Sc T. Coips 
was purchased from his widow. This collection was a repre¬ 
sentative one and was rich in Indo-Greek and Gupta (gold) 
coins and included a few mm types that were hardly known 
then. It also included SO coins of ancient Rome and Greece, 
which are of n peculiar interest and importance ns they 
were all acquired from Rabat and the surrounding legions 
by Capt HowetL 

FKtt/e Cotttetion —Major H. M, Whittle is well known 
to Indian numismatists ns an active member of the Numismatic 
Society of India and for his sttulks in the coins of the 
Sultanate period, lib collection of about 900 coins belonging 
lo the Sultans of Delhi, Bengal, Jaunpdr ami Gujarat 
(silver and copper) was purchased by the Museum in 1920. 

&* P. Tiiylir CdUethn— Dr. G. P, Taylor was one of the 
founder members of the Numismatic Society of India. His 
wot k on the coinage of Gujanit and Sautashtra area (Sulta¬ 
nate and Mughal periods) is Well known. Hu parted with lus 
collection in 1917, IIss Sultanate copper coins were pm chased 
by the Indian Museum, Calcutta and the collection of the 
coins of GujaraL Sultans by Sorabshaw M. Contractor of 
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Bombay. In 1922, when the Indian Museum disposed off 
duplicates from this collection, this Museum purchased about 
200 coins. Likewise, S. M- Coutractor sold Taylor’s collection 
of Guyiiat coins to this Museum in 1930. 

Da CiittAa C<Aleeti<m—Dr, J, G. da Cunha was another 
notable coin-collector of Bombay end belonged to the cot J 
generation of numismatists. Though known for his 
works on I nd a-Portuguese coins, he had collected almost all 
series of Indian coins, which Wert published m three volumes 
of a sale Catalogue- Some of his coins were purcnaiCil by 
this Museum at intervals. They are mostly Sassnnian, 
Pndliian and Oriental Muslim coins. 

Sir CutrimMtejf Ebrahbn CdLetion—Sfr Currimbhoy 
Ebrahim was one ol the notaries oi Bombay. lie had a collec¬ 
tion of several thousand coins. Out of them, about 
belonging to Delhi Sultans, Moghuls und the Oriental Muslim 
dynasties, (which the Museum selected), were presented to the 
Museum in 1925. 

s. M~ Contractor Collection—A collection of about 550 
coins of the Mughal dynasty was purchased m 1931 iroin 
M, Contractor* who Md earlier sold Lu this Museum the 
Taylor collection of the coins of Gujarat Sultans- 

S. If, fioJioala Cdkction—S. H. Hodivala is widely 
known to the numismatists for his mastetly papers on Mughal 
numismatics based on literary material; but he also had a 
fine collection of coins that he had procured in Sauroshtra 
This entire collection was purchased by the Museum in March 

m2. 

F. Z>, J. Partvk CoUcetiOH—V. D. J. Puruck was a well 
known scholar of Sassmiito numismatics mid also had a very 
good collection of Sassaniwi coins, From time to time, 
between 1932 and 1937, he sold to the Museum, duplicates of 
the Sassatvian coins from his collection, and thus enabled the 
Museum to build a very good collection of Sassauiftti corns. 

Sir Darat> Tai* (Motion -The Museum bus retrieved from 
Sir Doiab Tata Trust about three hundred coins belonging to 
Greece, Portfaio, Persia and India. Some of them were foreign 
modern coins also. 

G. JM. HmUtm CtMetti**—' G.J.M. Hamilton was in the 

Services of the Gw'uli or Government and was a Tine coin-col le¬ 
ctor. His collection of Mahva coins was the finest and on 
them H. N. Wright bad based his i unowned papers on Malnva 
coins published in the iVtiw# .-aifi'd Chroxlft, That collection, 
comprising 444 coins, was purchased by this Museum In 193 s. 
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Besides these collections* there are coins either purchased 
as stray coins from the coin-dealers or acquired from other 
sources. 

Though the above collections of the Museum are 
impressive, the acquisition had so far no pi arming or 
system. No scientific classification or systematic study of 
the cores acquired was made. Consequently, while there is a 
bulk of duplicates on the one hand, on the other there ate big 
gaps in almost al] the series- 

The punch-marked coins in the Museum consist of a 
few coins of IoceiI series, vfor. tent-bars of Gaudhara, cup- 
shaped uf Kasula. A few coins of the variety mentioned by 
A3 bn, Elliot and otters ns Konkan find are also in tins 
Museum. But the finds pot is nowhere recorded. The 
Bahai hoard of 655 coins and 5 fragments of the five-symbol 
series iorm the balk of the collection. A few stray coins of 
this series from Akalkot and Vudla arc also here* The un* 
inscribed cast coins and the coins of the local and tribal 
rulers of the north-west are few* A few coins of the Yaiidhe- 
yas found in Dehnidun district, presented by U.R Gove mm eat, 
are the only notables in this series. Indo-Scythian, Indo* 
Parthian, Indo-Greek and Kush in a coins are fairly repress-* 
nted in the collection* The notable ones from these scries 
were published by A. 5* Altekar iJNSl, XI, pp, 44 63Jl The 
S5taykhana copper coins are few and are fron Tarhalu finds. 
Ihe Museum, however, possesses a silver coin of Vasishthlputrii 
SatakargL it was published by Alteknr ia the above paper, 
Kura coins are fairly represented from the Orahmapuri finds. 
The silver coins of all the Western Kshatrapa rulers are 
therein the collection and some of them tear dates which 
are not known elsewhere. Yet, the collection is not as much 
representative as it ought to have teen. The coins of this 
Etries here are rarely from any hoard* Copper coins of 
Western Kshuirnpas are iew r but some of them are notable 
and are published (Altekar, JNSI t XII, pp. 5-7; Gupta. JXSL 
XXI ( p* 133}, The Gupta gold coins in the Museum are 
not many and are from three distinct sources l (i) Howell 
collection! (it) Bayana hoard and [iii) Kumarakhao hoard. 
Eke Ho will collection contains a Couch type coin of Chan* 
drsgupta II (Var- E* of Cvinu^ &f Gupta JBmpir i). Eight of 
the nine coins of the Ktimnr&kban hoard, which is the only 
hoard of Gupta gold coins from western India, are in this 
Museum. A feiv silver coins of Chauclragupta II of the 
eastern India and the coins of KutnSragupta I and Skatldagu- 
pta of western India are in the collection, A few copper coins 
of KumarugupLn are uls^ here. Post-Gupta coinage like 
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hido-Sassaman and Gadhiya arc fairly represented. Among 
ihe Gsdhiyi coins n few are of rare varieties like horseman 
tvpc and those which have the legends omktra and LhhUtaraja, 
The latter belong to Chbitlaraja of the SiUbare dynasty. 
The medieval gold and silver coinage of Eastern India 

are few. 


Among the Muslim series, the silver and copper coinage 
of the Sultans of Delhi, Malava, Gujarat, jauupur and silver 
coinage of the Mughal emperors are well represented in Lbe 
collection; yet they have many gaps, particularly of da tes 
au d in some cases, of the mints too. 1 he coins of the 
kingdoms of Deccan here arc not quite representative. 


There are a large number of post-Mughal coins of the 
local chiefs, but they are yet to be properly classified. 
Since most of the coins of this series bear the name of the 
Mughal rulers, and their mint marks have not been identified 
with any particular locality p it Uas not beun possible to 

assign them properly. 


The issues of the East India Company and the British 
Government are few. The Indo-Por tug nose coins arc many 
in the collection, but arc yet to be properly classified. 


Among the South Indian coins, copper coins me lew 
Gold coins of the paiinaturifei and the pajodii types and 
of fanam variety are many. Some of the pndmatoih.it 
have legends also in Tamil or Telugu, but they have 
not yet been properly studied. Other South Indian coins 
are those of the Yadavos of Devagiri, 


Greek, Roman, Parthian and Sassatiian silver and copper 
coins are in quite a large number, but they require proper 
classification and study. There are a few Roman gold coins 
also, which belong to the finds of south India. Besides these 
foreign coins there are many copper and silver Coins of 
modern World, but they arc like a haphazard collection. 

It has now been decided by the Board of Trustees to 
confine the collection of coins to Indian series only and to 
keep only those foreign coins that have been found ns treasure 
trove in any part of India or have some bearing on Indian 
history. So, the coirs are being classified and properly 
enlisted and indexed on curds. It is proposed to reduce the 
number of coins to minimum by taking out the unnecessary 
duplicates, which will be sold or kept for exchange with such 
coins which would fill up the gaps. It is alio proposed to 
bring out catalogues of various-series In the collection* iieh- 
minifies are being done to t Sect these proposals. 


THE COLLECTION OF INDIAN COINS IN THE 
RAIPUR MUSEUM 

BALCHANDRA JAIN 

The museum at Rat pur was established in the year IS75 
by lute Mu bant GbusiJas, the then ruling chief of the 
Nniidnoi) State, now a tihstl of the Durg district of Madhya 
Frail ash. In l!b3, the management of the museum was 
«liken oyer by the State Government and the new institution 
named the Mnbnnt Ghasidas Memorial Museum, came into 
existence, in which the old Raipur Museum was merged. 
Accordingly, along with other exhibits, a small collection of 
i0 “ C0[!ls *pd 41 medals Was transferred to the new 
museum which formed the nucleus of its coin-collection. 

lie above coins are said to have been found in the 
Lahigfmt district and various places of the Chhattisgarh, 
win e the medals which belong to the Indo-British period 
history, were received from the Secretary to the 
Chief Commissioner of the former Central Provinces, 

During his term of appointment as the Asstt. Curator 
°l lhi3 SUri V. P. Rode (1953—56) made numerous 

t(Torts lo increase the collection and lie succeeded in acquiring 
117 coins. These were received from the Deputy Commi¬ 
ssioner, Raigarh district (*V 9, IR 2, and 7E 3), ShiiBbura, 
a businessman of Seani (At 1 and IE 9), Sbrimuti Dooiigiiji, 
Raipur [At 19', Shri Nuruyunlnl Purmar, Raipur (B. tj, 
Shu Danjmi, Raipur fiE U) and Dr. Kolhari of Raipur 
fbO foreign coins including ancient Roman coins). 

Thus, the strength nf the coin-col lection of the museum 
at the end of the month of October 1 m, when the writer of 

these lines assumed charge of it, was : 219 coins, -II medals 

and 2 tokens. 

I had come on Irunsfcr from the Central Museum, Nngpur 
where I Was holding charge yf a collection consisting of 
about 10,000 coins that represents almost all the periods of 
Indian history. Naturally, 1 was not salt shed with the then 
strength of the collection of the Raipur Museum and I 
decided to make fresh effoi la to build up a representative 
collection of coins of Uc various periods- Fortunately, 
in ihe early months of 1957. the discovery of u gold coin in 

the Uclul district was reported and ultimately, the coin was 
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presented to the Raipur Museum by the Deputy Commissioner 
o( that district under the orders of the Commissioner of the 
Bhopal division. The coin when examined was found to be 
the issue of the Bahnmani king Mahmud II, son of Muhammad 
1[, That was a good beginning. 

In the same year, Shri Vldya Char an Shukla M. P-, 
Kagpur, donated to the museum, one tiny gold and five copper 
coins from the collection of his father, late Pandit Ravi 
Shankar Shukla, the former Chief Minister of Madhya 
Pradesh. The Copper coin included an ancient Chinese Com 
found in the BilaEpur district and four unmscribed local 
coins of ancient South Kosala. Similarly, Stiri Ramcbandra 
Swamakar of Katni [M. Pd was pleased to spare from 
his collection, 2 silver and 32 copper cons of the British 
period. At the same time, thirteen Elliebpttt mint copper 
coins of Mughal emperor Mubam mads hah and six other coins 
of the modern Indian States were acquired by me from various 
sources, Thus the strength of the collection ot the museum 
on the 31st of March 195S was : gold 11. silver 70, copper m- 

eluding bronze etc. 206 and medals 43. A list of these was 
prepared and published in MaicU lioS. 

The financial year 1958-59 witnessed the largest acquisi¬ 
tions ; in all 6 gold, 25G silver and &9S Copper coins were 
added to the collection during that year. Of these, 2 
gold coins of Kalacburi Gaugeymleva which were found at 
village KorfUlai in the Mm warn tahsil of tbo Jabalpur 
district and 16? silver Mughal coins were presented by the 
Collector, Jabalpur district; 15 silver coins including the 
issues of the English East India Company having the names 
of William IV and queen Victoria and those of the old 
Bhopal State (Shahejahan Begum) were received from the 
TabsUdar of Ruiseti (M. P.); while a lot of 30 stiver and 
a copper coins of Lhe Sultans of Mu lava came From the 
Collector, Sehore district, it was in that year that l gold, 
10 silver and 25 copper coins were purchased From the 
museums of Nagpur, Lucknow and Madias while two silver 
coins of Victoria, one bronze Pan chain coin mad five coins of 
the modern Indian States were obtained locally. 

Shri S. N. Bhurgava of Nagpur possesses a very good 
collection of ancient and modern Indian coins. Acceding to 
my request, be very kindly presented 54 copper coins and a 
clay sealing to the museum. His donation ul a few early 
indigenous coins called for thn immediate endeavour to 
enrich the collection by acquiring Lhe early cast, and uni as¬ 
cribed coins, and coins of citius, guilds, republics and early 


504 N.S.I. GOLDEN JUBILEE VOLUME [JITS!, XXIII 

dynasties. Incidentally, in the month of April 1958, when 
1 was on a lour of tihopal in my private capacity, I met a 
coin-collector of Vidisa who possessed about 2,000 ancient 
Indian coins collected by bim from Vidisa nnd Ujjain. The 
collection was examined jointly by SbH K. D. llajpui, tbs 
then Curator of the Archaeological Museum, Mathura, and 
myself. We purchased the lot comprising about 1,700 coins 
for our respective museums for a total price of Rs> 500/-. 
The collection was divided in two equal shares, and the one 
which came to the Raipur Museum contained 32 silver and 
80J copper Coins including the silver punch-marked, earl 3 * cast 
and uninscribed, tribal coins of Eran and Ujjain, coins of the 
city of VidisS, coins of RStnagupta, Western Ksbatrapas, 
N5ga kings of Padra&vatl and many other ancient Indian 
coins . 1 

In 1959-80, the first coin added to the collection of the 
museum was a gold coin of Narasimbaguplu which was 
purchased from Varanasi, Coins found in the Sirpur ex¬ 
cavations of 1956 font gold coin of PrasannamSlrn. one 
Chinese copper coin) and 104 copper Kahchuri coinsand that 
of Paseva (117 billon coins of the Sultans of Delhi and one 
Sr 1 Jama coin) were also added to the cabinet in that year. 
The most important acquisition of the year was the hoard 
of 46 gold coins of Mahendraditya and 3 gold coins of Kraml- 
ditya discovered in the village Fituiband of Raipur district 1 

During last year (19LG-61), the Collector, Raipur district, 
presented two hoards consisting of 119 silver coins of the 
Mughal emperors and 84 silver coins of the Bhonsle rulere of 
Nagpur (issued in the name uf Ahmedshah Irom Katuk mint ?). 
Third hoard was received from the Tahsildar of Sihora, 
district Jabalpur. It contained 133 copper coins of the 
Sultaus of Malava, most of which are the issues of Hosaug- 
shnh. Similaily, three silver seals of the old Baslar State 
and one ImloKritish medal were transferred to the Museum 
from the Jftgdalpur treasury under the orders of the Stale 
Government. Twenty coins were received in donation from 
private sources. 

The strength of the coin-collection of the Museum has 
now increased to 7i gold, 43 > silver and H 93 copper coins, 
from a nucleus collection of 143 coins and medals which 
existed on the 21 st Match 1953, the day of opening of the 
Museum. 


!■ of tbum are being published in this Volume, See op 

303-.303, ante. rr * 

2. Jlfiil, AIL Comm. Vol., pp. 184-187. 
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Consolidated Chart lAwifip the CclUetim of Coim in the 
M. G. M. Alutoim, Raipur 

i a a * * 

Gold Silver Copper 
et*. 


Early indigenous 

Punch-marked 


26 

63 

coins of Indtn: Repoussi 


3 


u tit 11 scribed 

Cost and local coins 





of Eran and Ujjain 



575 


Local coins of 





Son lb Kosnla 



16 

—do— 

Coins of the city 




inscribed 

of ViAisS 



21 


paScbaLa coins 



1 


Sealing of Dhnnudeva 



l(c 

Andhrns etc. 

Sat avail atlas 



5 


Kusbanas 



24 


Western Kshatiapns 


3 



Nagas of PndmBvnti 



1*H 

Gupta Empire 

Karastrahftgiiplft 

I 




Ramtigupln 



5 


jtslinn 



3 


Prnsannamatrn 

1 




Mfthendr5diiya 

46 




Km mBd it yn 

3 



Medieval 

ImlaSassAtunn etc. 


i: 

4 

Dynasties 

Kabchui is 

3 

2 

no 


Smith Indian 

2 


1 

Sit) tans 

Delhi Suits ns 


3 

117 


Duhamani Sultans 

1 


32 


Gujarat Sultans 


2 

5 


Malava Saltans 


25 

141 

Mnghnl Empire 

Akbnr to Shah Alam 11 


210 

13 


I m it a lions 

9 

2 

9 


Bhonsles of Nngpur 


94 



Qrehba coins 


2 

6 


64 
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In do-British 

William IV to 1 

8 

49 


George V. 

Medals 6 

10 

27 


Bhopal, Gwalior etc. 

20 

43 


Old seals of Bust a r. 

3 


Ancient Foreign 

Chinese, Romun,Imni;m 


32 

Modem Foreign 

Various to butties 

6 

46 






THE NUMISMATIC SECTION OE THE SANSKRIT 
UNIVERSITY MUSEUM, VARANASI 

A P. JOSH! 


With the establishment of an Archaeological Museum 
in October 1*158, we started to build up our numismatic 
collection for the guidance of our students The nucleus 
of it came from the liberal donations of PL Kubenmth Sbukla, 
Head of the Department of Education in this University. 
He presented a collection of 276 coins representing some n£ 
the Important dynasties of Indian history. The Slmkla 
collection was lacking in the coins of Indo-Hadrian, Indo- 
Scythian and Indo Parthian rulers. The lacuna was 
partially filled in by the Sitholey collection. This new 
collection of 90 coins, which came from Sri B. S, Sit holey, 
Lmcknow, brought in some very beautiful specimens of 
currencies of the above-mentioned dynasties. 

The University collection thus formed in its earlier 
stages continues to be enhanced both by donations and 
purchases. At present wc have almost a thousand coins in 
out collection. A good number of them have been studied 
find catalogued- Recently the compilation ol nn inventory 
o( these coins has also been taken up. A considerable 
number of coins have not been cleaned and are yet awaiting 
chemical treatment and cataloguing. 

A rough niul ready list of our coins is given below ; 

Coin typo Number of coins Remarks 

Punch-marked d ,35 d f J 0 A 


Alexander 
Greek coins 


3 


5 M 
At 


(unidentified) 
Indo-Badri an 

Tribal coins 
Coins of republicoii 


8 

1 IfermiltWi 

20 


At 

/R 

Ji 




states 


Arcndi 

Panehal 
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Coin type. Number of coins Remarks 


Achyuta 

4 



M 

Uni ascribed cast coins 

26 



M 

lndo-ScyHiions 

10 

A&i 

G 

JE JR 




2 




*4 $il iV# 

2 

& 

In d o Part b inns 

3 

tr vudoplu met 

1 

M 




l 

M 



i^rf Megt tt 

1 

JE 

Kusbimns 

58 

Kujuh 

2 

M 



Ptn m 

6 

M 

* 



Kanithka 

14 

IE 



Jluiithkd. 

i 

A/ 




12 

IE 



Vsiiiidt va 

I 

A/ 




:2 

M 

Kidur Rushan a 

L 



A/ 

Puri KushSrta 

1 



M 

Nag a 

1 

Oariapati 


M 

Gupta 

13 

Siiimtdriiyupfri 





Standard 

i 

A/ 



Chandra t/upta 11 




Archer 

2 

A/ 



Hoisemtm 

1 

A/ 



Kumfiragupia I 





Archer 

3 

A/ 



Horseman 

1 

A/ 



*} kilTk'.blfjliptii 





Archer 

1 

A/ 



JfarrimhtipuptQ 





Archer 

1 

A/ 



Uncertain 

1 

Brass 



*f 

6 

£S 

Harsh a 

2 



At 

Sftssftrtian 

1 

K/mtTM U 


Al 

Indo-Siissanian 

6 



JR 
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Coin type Number of Coins Remarks 


GaliaUiivalttS 

2 

Guitimbchandra 

A/ 


(tkbtiscd) 

Prntihanis 

1 

ddiviiraha 

R 

Kolucbiiri 

1 

Qangtjfadclra 

Bl 

Kings o( Otiimlu 

12 

Samjntvdtmi JO 

m 


2 

Base 

Kashmir : 



2 JE 

Utpala dynasty 

2 

Queen Bidda 

First Lobar dynasty 

5 

Sanyramu 

2 & 



Ananta 

3 M 

Second Lob at a dynasty 

4 

Smidad&v* 

1 M 



JatfatimJiadtua 

1 m 



Jaffadsm 

2 M 

RajupuU kings oF 

I 

Hammira 

M 

Medieval India 




COINS OF THE 

POST' 

-HINDU PERIOD 


Slave dynasty 

5 

Kutvb-vd-din 

2 M 


Ailtak 



Balkan 

1 ft 




1 & 



Jiiikobad 

i m 

Ivb.ilji dynasty 

9 

Jalfcud-din 

1 ft 

2 m 



Ala-ud-din 

i ft 




5 & 

Tugbluq dynasty 

IS 

Oklj/oM^ud-din 

i ft 

1 JE 



Muhammad 

6 & 



Fir at 

1 ft 




6 M 

Lodi dynasty 

7 

Bahld 

1 IE 


Sikandar 

5 j3ii 


ilttiAim 
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Coin type Number of Coins Remarks 


Sur dynasty 


Mughal dynasty 


Murathn rulers 
Nawalt of Avvailb 


Nepal currency 
Udaipur Stale 
Tibet 


23 


I 

5 


Skrehah 

httim Shah 
Aklar 

Jahangir 

AwangSeb 

Shah Afam 

Shivaji 


MODERN I'ERIOD 

2 

8 


10 


1 
1 
1 

2 
2 
3 

I 

3 

1 

0 

5 






THE COIN-COLLECTION IN WATSON MUSEUM, RAJKOT 

J. Af. NANAVATt 

Established iu 1868, Watson Museum, Rajkot, one of 
the oldest museums, cnrfcbcd by many Slates oF Kathiawar, 
naturally contains a rich collection ol coins. 

The collection at present consists oF nearly 0000 coins, 
right from the early punch-marked to late native States coins, 
in which are included the coins of the Greeks, Western 
Kshatrupas, Guptas, I ndo-Sudani a ns, Muslims and State 
Korrics. 

There are varieties in punch-marked coins of copper and 
silver. Greek coins are all copper coins of Apolladotus and 
Harmaeus. feaka coins are of Mattes, Azcs 1, Azes IT, Vonones, 
Gondophnrcs, Pnkorts, Bnsilus Sotcr and Suter Megas- 
Xshatiapa coins are nil silver coins of almost nil the kings 
from Bhnmak to Rudrnscn UI. They are in nil nearly 900 
coins arranged and calalogutii, including also seven copper 
coins of Rhutmk. Gupta coins are neatly 600 in number and 
are ol silver. They belong to KumSragupU and Skandaguptu. 
Mostly they are of <htr*d* and Peacock types, fndo Sassanian 
corns which are known as include bo-ih VmlMies, lufg^ 

size and small size. In addition to this, there are Muslim coins 
of copper and silver, mostly belonging to Delhi Sultans, 
Gujarat Sultans and Moghuls. Finally, the collect]on also 
contains the coins of the Native Stales which ^include the 
Kotrlcs cl Jtihngadb, Jamnagar, Poibaudar mid Kutcb, 


ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 

I 

Copper Coins of Dcvaraya ft 

(JNSI f XXII, p P , 202-204) 

P. B0S f para. 3 m The letter *n* to be inserted between 
1 represent' anti 'couch'* 

II 

Rupees of the Nawats of Arcot from Mints in Administrative 

Regions, etc. 

[JNSI, XXn, pp. 229-249) 


P.229, 

para l w 

For ■( JNSI, Vo!. XXXI ', rcail '(JW SJ, Vol. 

xxi/, 

V. 229, 

pirn 3, 

Iii Hie eleventh line, 'the' to be inserted 
between 'of and ‘mints'. 

A SSO, 

para 0. 

Inline two, read ‘No. XVII, No. 104" for 
'No. XXII, No. 104'. 

P. 23. T. 

pira 

Lines one and two, read *p. 146- I7i’ for 
■p. 146-170'. 

A 234, 

para i\ 

This paragraph should be amended ns it 
dots not agree with the teat as submitted : 


The rust sentence should refill s "I 

quote from an article entitled "The History 

of the Madras Coast 1630-1690*._* 

VoL iiu* 

The second sentence should rend : 
J, In it he refers to the Mughal Conquests; 
in the Eastern Karim tik and Jcsciibcs 
the eariieBt ti ^ >r ,. + diigttinted. n 

F* para 3. Inverted commas to lie inserted at "Gol- 

conda fell.,. 

P. 2$$j para 4 . In the description! of the first itipce, 

insert after N’nmiimtHh Sup pit mart— 
sl Na XXXIX”. 

/ J . 243 f para 5. In Liu: third line, read “Porto Novo” 

for 11 Porto'*. 
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1961] addenda and corrigenda 

P. 247, para 3. Shah Akim Eu had ur—read "(A.D. 1707* 
1712)’% 

Famikbsiyar— rend *'(A. D, 1712-1719).'’ 

III 

Coins of the Dutch East India Company, etc. 

{JNSI, XXII, t*P- 291-292) 

P, 291, para 6. Insert Ho' between ‘referred’ and ‘above’ in 
the first line. 

IV 

Coin. Weights of the East India Company 

{JNSI, XXII* pp. 293-294) 

p. 583, pifa 2 . In line two, substitute 'the* for ‘this’ 
before Journal. 

P pi 3 rd The mint is not Fftruklinbud as staled in 

the description of the obverse. It appears 
as an abbreviation ‘Fur.’ on Ibc coin-wejglit. 

C. tf. BtDDULPH 


V 


Notes on Gem-Seals with Kushana Cursive Inscriptions 
in the Collection of the State Hermitage 
{JNSI, XXII. pp. 102-103) 

P, 102, note J. 

■■For E. A. Livsbilz, ’SogMi thbtmcnt B-4 c. got*} Mag, 
Prollmy Boito Kovedenitfa, 1959, No. 6, PP- 124- 
129", 

read "V, A. LivshiU, Sogdiyskiy dnknmcnt Els gory 
Mngbi [The Sogdian document lt-4 from mt. MughJ, 
Problemy Vostokovedeniya, 1959, No* 6, pp. 124- 
129”. 


P, 103, note 0. 

For "SootMeniga Gorn,for*t Vennogo Ermitoha, By 
pitfk, zjci’% 

read “Soobsbchen'tya Gosudarstvcniiogo Krtnitazha [The 

Bulktin ol the State Hermitage], No. XX, lJbl, 


pp. 54-56”. 
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N.S.I. golden jubilee volume [JSSI, XXUI 
P. 105, note 1. 

For ”13. G. Lukonin”, read “V. G. Lukonin", 

For “Boitoka", read "Yostoka", 

P. 105, note 4. 

For "Sec n. 5 (ii)", read "See n. 5 (ii) on p. 102". 

P. 205, note 5, 

For "Sec n. 9", read "See n. 3 on p. 103”. 

P. l&G, note 4. 

Far "(see n. 20/*, read "(See n. 1 on p. 100/*. 

P. 107, tint 7. 

For "The Sardonix scaling*** read "The Cornelian sealing". 
P, 107, note S . 

For "See n. 4 (i )**, read "See n. 4 {i) on p. 102". 

P. 107, note 5. 

For "See n. (5) (i J", read "See n. 5 (i ) on p. 102". 

P. 108, tint 9. 

For ,, Ch^llce^lo^3 , seal", read “Sardonix seal". 

P, IDS, note /. 

For “See n. IS", read "See n. 4 on p. 104". 


B'J.STAVISKY 





CORPUS OF INDIAN COINS 


THE COINAGE OF THE GUPTA EMPIRE 


For the first time all the known types or ^ — 
of the Gupta Kings {4fcb-fltb centuries A,D.) have been 
listed, illustrated and diseased at one place ami this is 
verily an exhaustive study of the many aspects of Gupta 

Coinage. 

Price: In India, Rs. 30/-(for members Rs.25/-) 
: Abroad, X 3'3. (for members M 2*10) 


IN PRESS 

CORPUS OF INDIAN COINS 


THE COIN AG OF THE 1NDO-GREEKS 

By 

Br. A. K. NiKAtS 
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\/ 4. 
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■j 3, 


■J 5, 

^ 6 . 
^7. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF 

THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA 

CORPUS OK INDIAN COINS 

V°l* *h* Coinage of the Gupta Empire : by A. S, Altdar 

M, A„ U, Lilt* Price lit. 30}* (for members R s . 25}*) 

MEMOIRS OK THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA 

°S G?' ns in Ancient India: by Bitbul Sahut 

Mi„* T ’ ' * < i ne ij {6 ' 10 ‘ l(or ambers \i s . 5M 

Price tf the Mu * bal Emperors of India * by C. R. Singhs 

™* «»• 5> r (for members R Sl A }*J 

The CoinT S WAT 5 » N j 0T i? S * MONOGRAPHS SERIES 

^ tod°-Greek Kings ( PP . 37. Royal Octavo) : bv 

* »• «• a^PKSTq^, 16 - 

°K ll ‘?i“‘ a P f 1 l,l r a , ,**•• "fW» (W- «. '-".vnl 

l>h Ii T i' ,1 J^nkfas, B, A. (Oson) & A. JC Nnram, M. A., 

Ph D* [London), JYfc< A. $/_ 

bus 

SESr^Js pp - iii+24, *•**' 

ETiJ ““ rf C " i " s i" Mta Excavations and 
Some Allied Issues (pp. .,+-12. U„j- ; ,l Oclavo, will, 1 „,„p and 2 

SVSiidcf- V“ ■ '«• V °-Jm- **» *• «/- 

tfcTa - i T”** rf lht Gr,at Ku!h »nas 'PP ii42(>, Koval 

Oeuvo, J plo.es, by Major Allen H. Wood SI. 

r»t , other publications 

IPjj W Gupta Gold Coina in the Bayana Hoard 

7'rtc- rt M? t ' 38 Pl “ re ' d » ll > '»'.od), * A. S. Alletar. 

1 tc * ®r (for members R s . 55f) 

Bibliography of Indian Coins: Bv C. R. Sintrhal 

N “i-Moln™mndao Series I S3, Demy oL** ftfce B*. 121. 

V,J II T ** *« ; U - 14 ill U. S. A. 1 4. 

JSSSTlK !£ t ‘ , 7 . *?» 'PP- 22 °- £>»/<*.,«.) = 

' tfor ambers R Sa 10/-}; U.K. 25 s.; U.S.A. $ 5. 





LIST OF SOME INDIAN COINS FOR SALE 


1. Silver Punch-marked cuius cup shape Rs. 25/- each 

2. „ „ „ „ broad ones Rs. 5/- „ 

3. n „ „ „ sin all ones Rs. 1/50 „ 

Silver Mughal coins of the following kings— 
Akbar, Jehangir, 'Nurjehan*, Shahjehan, Aurangzeb, 8hah 
A lam, Farrulihsiyar etc. Prices from lis. 5/- to Es. 15/- 
eaoh except < Nurjcbiiii f . All these coins can be supplied 
in different mints, dates and months. Details on request. 

Kings of Oudh — A fine set of 5 silver rupees of 
Oudh namely Ghaziuddln Haider, Nasiruddm Haider, 
Mohammed All Shah, Amjad AJi Shah and famous Wajid 
AU Shah. All in good condition; set for Ks. 20/- only. 

Modern silver coins — 

1. William I UI King ropes i rupee £ rupee £ rupee 

Date 1835 Rs. 4/- Es. 3/- Kb, 2/- x 

2. Yicturian Queen Ks. 1/50 

Date 1840 Es. 4/- Es, 8/- Be. 2/- Date 184 L 


3, Victoria Queen 
Date 1862 


Es. 4/- Es. 3/* Rs. 2/* x 


4. Victoria Empress 

Date 1875 to 1010 Es, 3/- Rs. 2/- Rs. 1/50 Es. 1/- 

5. Edward 

Date 1002 to 1010 R>. 3/- Es. 2/- Es. 1/50 Es. /75 
G, G% Y King 

Date lOU to 1037 Es. 2/50 Es, 1/50 Rs, 1/- Rs, -/50 
7. G. VI King 

Data 1038 Rs. 4/- Es. 1/50 

A (so available mint mistake rupees i.e. head on both 
sides of above all kings ; gold and full sovereigns of 
Victroia-E'Mmrd. George and mohurs etc. in different 
dates. 

/ can also supply gold Gupta t Kushan and Mughal 
coins of di fferent Icings as well as Indian States and 
Foreign coins , Details an request. 

GniMS ' 'SUB BAG’ Lucknow Phone 4554 (P.P.) 

K. C. JAR1A 

Dealer in Stamps, Coins & Curios, 

60, Amm&bad Park, 

Lucknow 


* 


* 


RECENTLY PUBLISHED 

lit. nl 1 , 

1> Catalogue of Punch-marked Coins of the Andhra 
Pradesh Government Museum, Hyderabad. By 

Parmeshwari Lai Gupta, M. A., Pb. D., N units-■ 
matlst, Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay. 5 00 

Catalogue of the Satavahana Coins of the Andhra 
Pradesh Government Museum, Hyderabad- By 

Dr. M. Kama Kao. M. A,, Pb. D., Professor and 
Head of the Department of History, 5. V, Univer¬ 
sity, Tirupatbi. 3 30 

Catalogue of the Qulnb Shabi Coins of the Andhra 
Pradasb Government Museum. Hyderabad. By 

Sri Abdul Wali Khan, Keeper of the Coins, Andhra 
Pradesh Government Museum, Hyderabad. 5 yO 

The above catalogues are am lieu tic and exhaustive 
nnd are prepared by the leading authorities On the subject. 

ONLY LIMITED COPIES AVAILABLE, 

Copies can be had against payment by Money Order, 
Cheque or V. P. P. Packing & Postage extra. 

Copies ran fir Sad from 

THE DIRECTOR OF ARCHEOLOGY, 

GUN FOUNDRY, HYDERABAD, 
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Central Archaeological Library 

NEW DELHI. 




Call No 


737' °-5/l‘ N.S' 


Author 








Title— «rt> Sc*t£ 

y^ T £1* - 


Bcinmoi Ha. 


■ 4 A hook that is shut is but a block‘ 
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